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Humanitarian Partner Presence 
 
Presence Type UN/IO INGO NNGO 
Physical  12 17 22 
Programme 12 21 22 
Source: OCHA Kassala 3Ws (November 2020) & Kassala 
Contact List 

 
People in need HNO 2022 
 State National 
IDPs  0 2.9M 
Refugees  124,511 1.2M 
Returnees  0 0.9M 
Vulnerable residents 579,782 9.3M 
Total  704,293 14.3M 
Source: 2022 HNO  

 
Area  49,300 kmP

2 
 
Kassala in Numbers 
 
Indicator State National 
Projected population 2021* 2,854,070* 47,941,157* 

Under-five mortality rate (probability of dying by age 5 per 1,000 live births) 81 in 1,000 68 in 1000** 

Children who complete primary school and continue to secondary school 89.5% 90.7%** 

Percentage of literate young women (15 – 24 years) 48.4% 59.8%** 

Percentage of girls married before the age of 18 45.1% 38%** 

Chronic malnutrition (severe and moderate) prevalence among children U5  48.8% 38.2%** 

GAM (Global Acute Malnutrition) prevalence among children U5 18.5% 16.3%** 

Number of children U5 suffering from GAM*** 130,507 2,957,939*** 

Number of people projected at IPC phase 3 & 4 (Oct 2021 – Feb 2022) 380,098 5,956,008**** 

Percentage of people in Kassala with access to improved drinking water  57.2% 68%** 

 
Food Security 
 

IPC (number of people) October 2021 – February 2022  
14%  

 of locality population in IPC3 and IPC 4 
total state localities: 11 

Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 
1,061,531 
in 11 localities 

275,583 
in 11 localities 

104,516 
in 9 localities 

Sources: * IPC (June – September 2021) + refugee figure, Refugee Consultation Forum (RCF); **MICS Facts & Figures 2014; ***2022 HNO; 
****Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Sudan Acute Food Insecurity Situation Overview, April 2021- February 2022 
 
Contact information:
Lokuju Peter, Head of Sub Office, Kassala 
Email: lokujup@un.org 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sudan_2022_HNO_En.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2021Apr2022Feb_report.pdf


 

www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is to mobilize and coordinate effective  

and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 

Background 
Kassala State is located in eastern Sudan. It shares a 
border with Eritrea and Ethiopia to the east; Gedaref 
State to the south; Khartoum State to the west; River 
Nile State to the northwest; and Red Sea State to the 
north. Bani Aamer, Handandawa, Nuba, Rashaida, 
Shawigaa, Jaleen, Husa, and Halfaween are the major 
ethnic groups. Kassala is located in the livelihood Zone-
3 according to Sudan livelihood zonal classification, 
with annual rainfall less than 150 mm per annum on 
average between August-October.  
 
Humanitarian overview 
Inter-tribal conflict, flooding, drought, disease outbreaks 
and economic inflation are the main drivers of 
humanitarians needs in Kassala. Over 108,000 
refugees from Eritrea and Ethiopia live in five refugee 
camps in the state. Kassala is a route for illegal human 
trafficking and migrant movement from Ethiopia and 
Eritrea to Europe.  
 
Key Issues 
 
Humanitarian needs 

• About 704,000 people (refugees and 
vulnerable residents) need humanitarian 
assistance according to the 2022 HNO.  

• There are about 308,000 people—14 per cent 
of the people in the state—in crisis and above 
levels of food security between October 2021 
and February 2022, according to the latest 
Sudan Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification (IPC) analysis.  

• About 130,500 people in the state are 
malnourished, according to the 2022 HNO. In 
Kassala, high malnutrition rates are the cause 
of poor health among children and pregnant 
and lactating women. Malnutrition has long-
term effects including a higher risk for poor 
cognitive development, poor educational 
performance, and low economic productivity, 
leading to poverty.   
 

Localized conflict 
• Localized conflict between the Beni Amer and 

Nuba tribes in the state goes back to 1986. In 
2020, the conflict between the Beni Amer 
against Nuba and Hadnadawa tribes intensified 
after the appointment of a new Governor from 
the Bani Amer. The conflict continued into 
2021, resulting in several deaths and the 
disruption of basic services.   

 
Disease 

• There are 375 health facilities in the state 
including 28 hospitals, 142 health centres and 
205 basic health units. Malaria, dysentery, 
typhoid, Haemorrhagic fever and 

schistosomiasis are common causes of 
mortality and morbidity in Kassala State. 

• Kassala State is seeing an increase in the 
number of mosquitoes that transmit 
hemorrhagic fevers such as dengue. The 
mosquito vector is high in the state and due to 
weak state capacity for vector control, cases 
are expected to increase. The Health 
Emergency and Epidemic Control Department 
of the General Directorate of Basic Healthcare 
has developed a plan to reduce morbidity and 
mortality resulting from hemorrhagic fevers, but 
the plan needs funding. 

 
Floods 

• Flooding is common in Kassala State mainly 
due to the overflow of the Atbara and Al Gash 
rivers. In 2021, the floods affected over 11,200 
people Reifi Aroma locality. Heavy rains and 
flooding destroyed 717 homes and damaged a 
another 1,153.  

 
Humanitarian funding 

• As of 31 March, the 2022 Sudan Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) received US$166.1 
million—8.6 per cent of the requirement, 
according to the Financial Tracking System 
(FTS). 

 
 


