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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Harvesting of 2013 first season crops is about to start and 
production prospects are favourable 

 Abundant rains in Karamoja region improve pasture availability 
and livestock productivity 

 Maize prices decline in most markets 

 The country is mostly food secure, with pockets of moderate 
food insecurity in Karamoja region 

Good prospects for the 2013 first season crops 
In bi-modal rainfall areas, harvesting of the 2013 “long rains” season 
crops has just started in southern cropping zones which planted early 
and will continue northward until its completion by end July. Production 
prospects for main staples, such as maize, sorghum, cassava and 
bananas are generally favourable as most areas received average to 
above average amounts of rain along the season. At the beginning of 
May, heavy rains caused flooding and water logging in western Kasese 
district, displacing over 30 000 people and washing away roads, 
infrastructure, crops and livestock. 
 
In uni-modal agricultural and agro-pastoral areas of Karamoja region, 
the rainy season started on-time in April and until now rains have been 
well above average. Current pasture and water availability are 
satisfactory with positive effects on livestock body conditions and milk 
production. So far, production prospects for crops to be harvested from 
August/September are good, but the final output will depend on 
weather conditions in the remainder of the season. The current rainfall 
forecast by the IGAD Climate Prediction and Applications Centre 
(ICPAC) indicates an average to below average levels. 

Maize prices decline in most markets 

During last two months, prices of maize have declined in Kampala and 
Lira markets by 22 and 16 percent, respectively. In addition, current 
prices of maize are about 32 percent lower than one year ago on 
account of favorable crop prospects, for harvest from June and the 
reduced export demand from South Sudan. By contrast, prices of 
beans, an important staple, remained firm over the same period as the 
harvest has just started and crops have not yet reached main markets. 
Prices of cooking bananas (“matoke”) increased by 25 percent in 
several markets of the country due to heavy rains which disrupted 
harvesting and transport to markets. 

Favourable food security conditions across the 
country 

Acute food insecurity is minimal across the country. Households in 
most bi-modal rainfall areas have benefitted from a series of good 
harvests during the last few years, which replenished stocks and 
provided additional income through sales of crops to surplus producing 
farmers. Currently, about 80 000 people are considered in stressed 
food security conditions (Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, 
IPC, phase 2), mainly in pastoral and agro-pastoral areas of Karamoja 
region that gathered a below average harvest at the end of last year 
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due to water-logging and attacks of fungal diseases on sorghum. Here, 
the lean season started last January, two/three months earlier than 
usual and is expected to continue until August when the green harvest 
starts. However, the recent improvements in livestock productivity are 
expected to start having a positive effect on households’ food security 
conditions, together with the continued delivery of assistance 
programmes of food-for-work and cash-for-work. 
 

 
 
 

 


