
 

 

 

 
BACKGROUND 
Four seasons and counting Somalia has had 

failed rainy seasons which has been 

catastrophic to all facets of life. From 

livelihoods, food security, health, nutrition, 

WASH, education and protection. The 

multi-season drought has led to further 

deterioration of the food security and 

nutrition situation across the country. 

Persistent insecurity and conflict– 

particularly in central and southern 

Somalia, as well as global supply and price 

shocks influenced by the Ukraine crisis, are 

further exacerbating the food insecurity 

situation in Somalia. Save the children 

Somalia/land country office conducted an 

assessment in the worst affected areas to 

document experiences of children and their 

families. The assessment sought to gather 

first-hand and relevant qualitative 

information to identify short and medium-

term needs of the affected population and 

provide detailed recommendation for a 

coordinated and effective response. 

 
METHODOLOGY 

A mixed method approach was employed, largely the 

assessment relied on a desk review of reports complemented 

by primary data from Key Informant Interview (KII), Focus 

Group Discussions (FGD) with children and caregivers as well as from 

field visit observations. Secondary data was captured from SCI 

databases, the different cluster databases and desk review of the 

recently published reports on IPC classification and Somalia 

humanitarian needs overview. The assessment1 set out to document 

the experiences of families residing in villages from the worse affected 

regions of Somalia and Somaliland, particularly those categorized 

under IPC5 plus few additional regions projected to be in IPC5 

starting as of June 2022.  

 

Regions that were projected to be largely in 

IPC5 included Bay, Bakool, Banadir, Mudug, 

Galgudud, Lower Shabelle, Hiran, Gedo, 

Lower Juba, Awdal, Marodijeh, Togdher, 

Sanag, Sool and Nugal. A total of 69 villages 

were visited during the assessment and in each village two FGDs were 

conducted, one with children and one with adults and 3 KIIs in each 

village. A total of 138 FGDs and 204KIIs were conducted across three 

zones (South Central Somalia, Puntland and Somaliland). 

 

A total of 369 children (151 girls and 218 boys) participated in the assessment and 

gave their views on the worsening drought situation. From the total number of 

children, 12 were children with disabilities as assessed through the Washington 

Group Questions. Interviewed children were generally aged between 12 and 15 

years old. A total of 544 adults participated in the FGDs (232 female and 312 male 

participants).  Out of the 204 KIIs, 72 KIIs were conducted with female participants 

and 132 KIIs with male participants. From the total 204 KIIs, 27 were with persons 

with disabilities. 
 

 

KEY FINDINGS 

Education: More than 80% of children participating in the 

(FGDs) reported considerable rate of school dropout 

related to drought, this is mainly because families were not 

able to pay school fees as highlighted by 56% respondents. 

Also, from the FGDs, teachers were not being paid and 

were leaving their area/community in search of greener 

pastures. Children were asked what concerned them when 

it comes to education, they mentioned that not being able 

to have an education meant they would be dropouts and 

had no future or hope for better life. 

                                                                 
1 The assessment is not representative of Somalia nor Somaliland nor the specific areas identified above but is a record of the experiences and extend of the crisis in Somalia and 
areas worst hit by the worsening drought situation. 
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Child Protection  
From the FGD, children reported that girls were affected 

the most due to fetching water and firewood from a long-

distance walk. Children also reported issues like internal 

displacement, lack of food, water and illness were 

comparably the same for both girls and boys. Issues of 

child labour and early child marriages were reported to 

have increased as the drought deepens. 

According to the caregivers as highlighted during the 

FGDs, children were vulnerable to: 

• Early/ child marriages because households were 

unable to fend for their children and would marry 

their girls to better off families 

• Family separation because of family migration to 

areas with better pastures and water for their 

livestock 

• Neglect as caregivers moved around and away from 

home for long hours seeking daily or casual jobs 

• Child labor as children were instructed to work 

(mostly at shoe shining stores) together with their 

caregivers to contribute to HH income 

• Sexual gender-based violence because general lack 

of safety in the camps was made worse by lack of 

improved infrastructure like latrines and shelter. 

 

Children separated from their families: From as low as 

5 children to as high as 23 children were reported to 

have been separated from their caregivers from each of 

the 69 villages participating in the assessment.   

 

Food Security 
FGD Respondents reported children and livestock were 

dying from hunger or diseases related to hunger. Food 

prices increased by more than 300% and most local 

vendors had closed their businesses because no one was 

buying and people could not pay back borrowed 

products.  

 

Consumption patterns: Families were now employing 

deleterious coping strategies – such as skipping meals 

to twice or once a day, sometimes prioritising children 

whilst adults skip eating for the entire day. 

Respondents reported that female headed households 

and those led by people with disabilities were affected 

more because most of the women have limited daily or 

casual labour options compared to man.   

In terms of having food stocks, most well-off households 

before the drought used to maintain stocks that would 

last for a month or two but during this drought most of 

the better off households can barely maintain stocks that 

can last a whole month. With regards to poor families, 

before the drought they could have stocks for a couple of 

weeks to a week but the worsening drought left them to 

live for a day or two.   

 

Livelihoods 

Most of the affected people moved to (internal displacement) 
the city or urban areas, into IDP camps for them to have access 
to humanitarian assistance. Families were relying on casual 
labour, begging, neighbours to earn some money to provide for 
basic needs to support their families. Children also reported 
that they were asked to help during these difficult times, girls 
were usually asked to do all the domestic work as parents will be 
outside looking for money and food and boys were asked to help 
outside along their parents 

 
Health and Nutrition 
Children reported that their health has deteriorated because of the drought. Across the FGDs, it was reported that the 
major diseases affecting under five children was measles, malaria, pneumonia, diarrhoea and malnutrition. 
Communities reported a number of deaths from malnutrition and complicated measles. Data from the Save the 
Children supported Health facilities, indicate that the utilization of health services or facilities has increased by 135% 
in April 2022 compared to the same period in 2021, 132% in May, and 134% in June 2022. Due to the high 
displacements, overcrowding and limited access to health care services, Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) cases were  

 “Families are not doing anything to address protection risks, 

people are not aware ways to address protection risks, and 

people are busy to earn/bring food to their households” 

Participants from Hareed IDPs – Dharkenley from Banadir 

region  

 

  “I was a rich man who had more than 100 cows but today I 

have 0 cows due to the drought, I have become poorest person in 

the world, the only 10 cows that did not die I sold because I was 

not able to feed them”. One of respondents from Kismayo 

Market systems “Everything on the market is expensive 

whether its food or not e.g. fuel litre was $0.7 now its $ 1.4 

food also became very expensive like oil was $3 now its $ 8 

and if the inflation and drought continua we are in danger” 
 



also, on the surge. Compared to the number of AWD cases in the same months in 2021, the number of cases received 
at SC supported health facilities has significantly increased by 166% in April,158% in May, and 122% in Jun 2022.  
The number of SAM admissions from month to month is on a sharp rise as of June 2022 especially in Southern 
States where 300% more cases were admitted this year compared to last year the same time. Somaliland and 
Puntland have also seen a 100% (or double) increase in the number of cases admitted this year compared to same 
time last year.  
 

Shelter: From all the assessed sites, it was reported that from about 50 Households (HH) in Hareed IDPs – in 

Dharkenley up to about 1000 HHs in Cagaaran - Galkayo were reported not to have decent shelter that could offer 
minimum protection from the natural elements. Although there were reports of a few IDPs who were using the 
traditional Buul shelter, which has an iron roof sheet, most of the respondents indicated that IDPs were relying on 
minimalistic shelters that were made from plastics, tree branches and cardboard boxes. 
 
WASH: The greatest risk was reported to be from a combination of using uncovered containers for water storage and 

the limited improved latrines leading people to depend on open defaecation. Most of the time both host and IDP 
residents wait for hours for water to be delivered. In most of the FGDs, HHs reported having challenges in accessing 
basic hygiene products and materials such as jerry cans, soap, sanitary pads, chemical for water treatment, and 
latrines. Due to high price of these products and not a priority when faced with hunger. 
 
 

 RECOMMENDATIONS 
Scale up and continuous Emergency Nutrition 

interventions in primary health care facilities 

and mobile teams (focus on IYCF -E, TSFP, OTP, 

MAMI and SC). 

 

Strengthening the capacity of the current 

health facilities with additional medical supplies 

and staff to meet the needs of the drought-affected 

populations and provide treatment for critical health 

conditions. 

 

Provision of water treatment chemicals and 

training communities of optimum hygiene 

practices to curb the cases of diarrhea and 

distribution of hygiene NFIs. 

 

Providing cash or food support to affected 

families, advocating for longer term cash 

support compared to the short 3 months support 

as most families have been affected by the drought 

for more than 6 months, the situation is getting 

worse and rains have already failed.  

 

Provide Education in Emergencies services 

and support schools that closed to re-open 

through provision of teacher’s incentives, 

teaching and learning materials, establish temporary 

learning spaces where there are no schools. Conduct 

back to school’s campaign with emphasis on girls 

and children in IDPs and provide catch-up classes for 

the displaced children who missed lessons during 

school closure. 

 

Prioritising protection services as the 

assessment shows a huge burden of 

protection issues from SBGV to separation 

and neglect.  

Integrated response that delivers lifesaving food, 

WASH, health and nutrition services alongside 

protection services.

 
For more information, please contact Cashington.Siameja@savethechildren.org 
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