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KEY FIGURES

642.5K
NEW COVID-19 CASES IN LATIN 
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN 
FROM 22-28 FEBRUARY 2021

$30M
SOUGHT BY UN FOR MULTI-
SECTORAL COVID-19 RESPONSE 
IN EASTERN CARIBBEAN IN 2021

Sources:
• Government of Mexico
• UN Barbados & the Eastern Caribbean
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MEXICO
Independent researchers using 
official data estimate that the capital 
of Mexico City, the second largest 
metropolitan area in the Western 
hemisphere, suffered the highest level 
of excess deaths per capita of any city 
in the world at 8,411 excess deaths 
per 1 million inhabitants during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 46 per cent 
higher than the next worst city (Lima, 
Peru).

Moreover, recently released data 
indicates 977,081 deaths in Mexico 
since March 2020, a staggering increase 
over the expected 641,500 deaths 
calculated from similar data culled from 
2015-2019 death tolls.

EASTERN CARIBBEAN
UN Barbados and the Eastern 
Caribbean launched their Sub-Regional 
Multisectoral COVID-19 Response 
Plan, a follow-up to the 2020 plan that 
sought US$29.7 million to respond 
to needs created by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The 2021 plan (MRP 2.0) 
seeks an additional US$30 million to 
complement 2020 plan actions from 
January to December 2021.

The plan also seeks to deploy technical 
expertise to support Member States' 
efforts in mobilizing development 
financing from international financial 
institutions, the private sector and 
non-traditional donors to finance 
socio-economic recovery plans.
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Cases, deaths & recovered cases (as of 1 Mar.)

Cases +3.0% from 22 Feb.

+2.8% from 22 Feb.Deaths
Recovered

21,486,876

679,416
19,051,081 +3.2% from 22 Feb.
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12K
MIGRANTS AWAITING ENTRY TO 
US SIGNED UP FOR ASSISTANCE 
THROUGH UNHCR PLATFORM

Sources:
• IOM
• UNHCR
• UNICEF

CENTRAL AMERICA & MEXICO: MIGRANTS & REFUGEES

IOM, UNHCR and UNICEF, as well 
as the Red Cross, are responding to 
the migrants at an informal camp in 
the north-eastern Mexican city of 
Matamoros, directly across the border 
from Texas. The migrants are awaiting 
entry into the United States following 
the recent reversal of the US’ Migrant 
Protection Protocols (MPP) that had 
forced asylum seekers to await their 
proceedings in Mexico.

The camp, prioritized by both the 
Mexican and US governments due 
to difficult humanitarian conditions, 
currently has some 750 people who will 
soon be allowed entry into the US.

UNHCR will begin in-person 
registration, with their assistance 
registration website for MPP migrants 
already receiving 12,000 sign-ups. IOM 
is conducting COVID-19 tests and 
coordinating transport to designated 
ports of entry. UNICEF is supporting 
child protection cases and keeping 
families and children informed. The 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) and the Mexican Red 
Cross are supporting asylum-seekers’ 
communications with families before 
crossing into the US.
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1.7M
PEOPLE IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
WHO REQUIRE URGENT FOOD 
ASSISTANCE IN 2021

Sources:
• WFP
• FEWS Net

CENTRAL AMERICA: FOOD INSECURITY

With hunger in Central America 
growing nearly fourfold since 2018, 
WFP is seeking US$47.3 million to 
assist 2.6 million people in El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua 
for the next six months, including 
1.7 million who require urgent food 
assistance.

The increase from 2.2 million people 
facing hunger in 2018 to nearly 8 
million in 2021 owes to the COVID-19 
pandemic, with most homes in El 
Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras 
reporting income losses or joblessness 
due to the pandemic, and recurring 
climate shocks such as Tropical 
Storm Eta and Hurricane Iota, which 
destroyed more than 200,000 hectares 
of staple foods and cash crops.

WFP's response comes as FEWS Net 
outlooks for Guatemala indicate that 

vulnerable homes in the Dry Corridor 
and in areas affected by Eta and Iota 
have had to spend much of their 
income on purchasing food and cover 
mounting debt, further eroding their 
savings and putting them at risk of 
even greater food insecurity.

For El Salvador, Honduras and 
Nicaragua, FEWS Net estimates that 
while vulnerable homes will slowly 
begin to recover livelihoods and 
income, poor rural households will 
have persistent food shortfalls until 
the first seasonal harvest in August/
September.  Similar to Guatemala, the 
poorest homes in the Dry Corridor and 
areas affected by Eta and Iota, as well as 
El Salvador’s coffee-growing regions, 
will see a progressive decline in their 
food security.
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100K+
PEOPLE IN ACRE, BRAZIL, 
AFFECTED BY WIDESPREAD 
FLOODING IN FEBRUARY

29
TONS OF FOOD DELIVERED TO 
FLOOD-AFFECTED PEOPLE IN 
MADRE DE DIOS, PERU.

Sources:
• COEN (Peru)
• State government of Acre, Brazil

SOUTH AMERICA: FLOODING

PERU
The National Emergency Operations 
Centre (COEN) reports that flooding 
in Madre de Dios, one of Peru’s most 
remote regions and home to some 
4,200 indigenous people, affected 
some 15,000 people, with direct 
humanitarian consequences for about 
6,600 people after rendering 1,700 
homes uninhabitable and affecting or 
destroying more than 2,000 hectares of 
farmland.

The Government declared a 60-day 
state of emergency for the department. 
Regional and national authorities have 
delivered 29 tons of food rations along 
with 6.5 tons of non-food items (NFIs), 
while also setting up 10 temporary 
shelters hosting some 1,300 people.

BRAZIL
Heavy rains since mid-February have 
also caused widespread flooding and 
landslides in the western border state 
of Acre. State authorities report more 
than 100,000 people affected, including 
people in the state capital of Rio 
Branco. Authorities have distributed 
nearly 60 tons of food and NFIs.

Acre, one of the poorest states in 
Brazil, is also dealing with a severe 
dengue outbreak of some 8,600 cases, 
a deepening COVID-19 crisis and 
hundreds of stranded migrants, mostly 
from Haiti, seeking to cross into Peru.


