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This report has been prepared by the Office of the Resident Coordinator of the United Nations System in 
Cuba. It covers the period from 12pm on 26 September to 12pm on 27 September (local time).  

Summary 
• Ian made landfall in town of the Coloma in Pinar 

del Río province as a Category 3 hurricane, 
with sustained winds of 205km/h and even 
stronger gusts. 

• Hurricane Ian directly hit the province of Pinar 
del Río and the Special Municipality Isla de la 
Juventud. Damages have also been reported in 
the province of Artemisa and in the capital of 
the country, La Habana. It is estimated that 
more than 3 million people have been affected. 
Of these, 500,000 are children and 
adolescents, and 700,000 are elderly people. 

• Cuban President Miguel Díaz Canel says that 
the damages left by Hurricane Ian are likely 
significant, though only preliminary 
assessments have been caried out.  

• Ian’s slow passage across the island produced 
impacts that lasted for eight hours between 
shortly after 3 am until almost noon on 27 
September. 

• At the time of writing, no casualties have been 
reported. However, there has been severe 
damage to infrastructure, housing, agriculture, 
electricity and telecommunications services.  

• 2.7 million people were left without power 
throughout Tuesday. At the end of the 
afternoon, authorities of the Electric Union said 
that 100 per cent of the country's circuits are 
disconnected. 

• Pinar del Río, the hardest hit province, is home 
to 75 per cent of the country's tobacco 
production – a key export for Cuba – and about 
40 per cent of the nation’s bean production.  

• Ian directly affected the capital city of Pinar del 
Río, which had not been affected by an event 
of this magnitude in 30 years.  

 
 



 
Situation Overview  
As forecast, Ian hit Cuba as a major hurricane (Category 3), with sustained winds of 205 km/h and even 
higher gusts.  

At the time of writing, no casualties have been reported, although the impacts on infrastructure, agriculture, 
electricity and telecommunications services are believed to be severe. Parts of Cuba’s southern coast 
suffered the impacts of storm surge, with waves of up to five meters in height.  

Heavy flooding affected the town of La Coloma, where Ian made landfall and left a significant number of 
homes under water. Areas such as Playa Cajìo de Artemisa were left completely cut off.  

The provinces of Pinar del Río, Artemisa and much of the capital have been without power throughout 
Tuesday.   

Given that Hurricane Ian only exited Cuba a few hours ago and weather conditions continue to deteriorate, 
the assessment of damages remains in its very early stages. 

 

Humanitarian Response 
National Authorities 
In the afternoon of 27 September, the President of the Republic, together with authorities from Pinar del 
Río, assessed damages during a visit to the worst-affected areas in the province. So far, Artemisa and 
especially Pinar del Río have been most affected.  

Forty-eight brigades of technicians from different parts of the country steadily arrived in Pinar del Río to 
help repair damages to electrical infrastructure and restore power. 

Health and education authorities continue to assess damage to facilities in both sectors.  

In the agriculture sector, producers are urged to sell crops such as cassava and plantains as soon as 
possible to avoid further losses and ensure people’s access to food. 

According to media reports, 27,304 people were evacuated in Pinar del Río, 25,000 of them to the homes 
of family and friends. In Artemisa, 37 evacuation centres have been activated with the necessary conditions 
in place for affected people to stay until the recovery phase is decreed.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
Sectors  

 Health 
 
Preliminary impacts/needs: 

• In Pinar del Río:  
Serious structural damages have been reported to the waterproofing of roofs and some engineering 
systems of the Abel Santamaría hospital in Pinar del Río.  
 

• The number of pregnant women and hospitals with maternal health services in the most affected 
provinces (Pinar del Río and Artemisa) are presented in the table below:   

 Total (Pinar del Río and 
Artemisa) 

Pregnant women 5,312 
Women of reproductive 
age 

243,078 

Hospitals with maternal 
health services 

3 

Number of hospital beds 
available 

451 

 

Response/Preparatory actions  

• Full-term pregnant women were transferred to maternal homes.  
• The health system has also evacuated other vulnerable people.  
• 226 beds have been made available in hospitals.  
• Six medical brigades deployed to areas that may still be cut off.  
• The Raul Sánchez polyclinic of the Pinar del Río municipality has been secured.  
• In the municipality of Sandino, more than 200 people remain evacuated. The Augusto César 

Sandino Hospital has medical equipment to respond to emergencies in neighboring municipalities. 
 

PAHO/WHO and UNFPA 

• PAHO/WHO and UNFPA Cuba offices are working together with health partners to coordinate 
response efforts. 

 

  Food security  
Preliminary impacts/needs: 
 

• According to initial estimates, the main damages are concentrated in the planting and harvesting 
of various crops in Pinar del Río, Artemisa and Isla de la Juventud. 



• Forty per cent of the plantain crops have been damaged in Artemisa, while cassava crops are also 
reported to have been damaged. 

• In this sector, some of the most affected municipalities in Pinar del Río are San Luis, Viñales, San 
Juan y Martínez and La Coloma. In Artemisa, Guira de Melena, San Cristóbal and Alquízar have 
reportedly been hardest hit.   

 
Response/preparatory actions 

• Authorities are assessing the damage, which they consider to be quite severe, although there is no 
publicly available information yet to quantify the damage.   

• Efforts are underway to sell crops such as cassava and plantain to avoid losing them and guarantee 
their availability for consumption by the population. 

FAO and WFP: 

• The FAO Representative is in constant communication with the Minister of Agriculture to identify 
the main impacts on agriculture and consider possible response actions in the recovery phase. 

• WFP has pre-positioned more than 2,000 tons of food stocks across several provinces of Cuba to 
provide immediate food assistance to as many as 275,000 people for 60 days in affected areas. 
Possible response strategies are being assessed based on the needs for assistance that may arise.  
 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
 
Preliminary impacts/needs: 

• In La Coloma, where Ian made landfall, the sea level rose considerably, causing flood waters to 
quickly enter homes. 

• Directly affected provinces continue to monitor the reservoir capacity of dams and release water, 
which can lead to the oversaturation of soils and cause damages in agriculture. 

• Heavy coastal flooding continues in the Gulf of Guanacabibes, north of Pinar del Río, and on the 
southern coasts of Artemisa and Mayabeque. 
 

Response/preparatory actions 

• In Pinar del Río, water distribution will be reinforced by water trucks. Additionally, there are plans 
to install generators to boost repumping. 

• All provinces have worked on clearing sewers, cleaning ditches and canals, and pruning trees. 
• In La Habana, constant monitoring of rivers and streams, mainly The Almendares River and Quibú, 

is being advised in case of possible overflows. 
• There is sufficient supply of chemicals such as chlorine, hypochlorite and alumina, which are 

necessary for water disinfection.  

 

 

 



UNICEF: 

• UNICEF is in constant communication with authorities to identify needs related to possible water 
contamination, access to safe water, and the hygiene conditions of affected families and 
communities. 

• UNICEF, in coordination with national authorities, has pre-positioned critical relief items that will 
facilitate the initial response in water, sanitation and hygiene, including 12,755 10-liter tanks for 
water storage that will benefit 6,376 families and 478 kits that, if necessary, will guarantee basic 
hygiene conditions to 2,390 families. 
 
 

 Housing and Early Recovery  
 
Preliminary impacts/needs: 

• There are reports of blocked roads, flooding, and the loss of windows and roofs of homes and 
public institutions.  

• Tobacco production, one of the main economic activities in affected areas, is expected to be 
severely affected in the municipality of San Luis.  

• A tower of the Artemisa Baseball Stadium has reportedly fallen.  
• In La Habana, 47 distribution circuits and 39 transmission circuits have been affected. 
• The entire province of Pinar del Río and most of Artemisa, Isla de la Juventud and La Habana 

remain without electricity.  

Response/preparatory actions 

• Forty-eight brigades of technicians from different parts of the country steadily arrived in Pinar del 
Río to help repair damages to electrical infrastructure and restore power.  

• Authorities in Isla de la Juventud and Pinar del Río continue to assess damage to infrastructure, 
housing and agriculture.  

• In Pinar del Río, efforts are underway to protect tobacco crops, one of the main economic resources 
of the province.  

• Evacuation of people living in vulnerable areas across all affected provinces, including areas of La 
Habana which may suffer impacts from floods or overflowing rivers (e.g., El Fanguito 
neighbourhood, Almendares River).  

• The Provincial Centre for Cultural Heritage of Pinar del Río directed the Network of Municipal 
Museums and other facilities to ensure the protection of heritage assets and to immediately report 
any incidents.  

UNDP:  
 
• UNDP has 5,790 pre-positioned tarpaulins available to support immediate response efforts.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 Education 
 
Preliminary impacts/needs: 

• No damage to educational infrastructure has been reported from preliminary assessments. 
• 1,500 pre-positioned 10-liter tanks are available for water storage in educational institutions and 

homes for children without family protection and support.  
• UNICEF is in the process of procuring 6,000 m2 of waterproofing sheets and 46 additional early 

childhood kits to reach 2,300 children between 1 and 5 years of age.  

General Coordination 
 
The United Nations System in Cuba, under the leadership of the Resident Coordinator, continues to monitor 
the evolving situation and the storm’s impacts in order to activate the necessary response mechanisms.  
The UN Emergency Technical Team (UNETT), under the leadership of WFP, remains activated with 
collaboration from UN Agencies, Funds and Programmes in Cuba, including the Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information, please contact:  
Raúl Garcés, Communications Officer, United Nations System in Cuba 
Email: raul.garcescorra@un.org 
Phone: (537) 204-1513 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org, www.reliefweb.int, www.redhum.org, www.cuba.un.org 
 
For more national information, please visit: 
 
Cuban Institute of Meteorology: http://www.met.inf.cu 
Granma: http://www.granma.cu 
Rebel Youth: http://www.juventudrebelde.cu/ 
Cuban News Agency: http://www.acn.cu/ 
Cubadebate: http://www.cubadebate.cu 
Girón: http://giron.cu Newspaper 
Victoria Newspaper: http:// https://www.facebook. com/radio26cu 
 

                 
 
 
 


