
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 

1,290 mt of food assistance distributed  

USD 5.4 m cash-based transfers made 

USD 80.5 m six months (March – August 
2022) net funding requirements, 
representing 44% of total 
 
USD 69.3 m Emergency Response 

414,957 people assisted  
in FEBRUARY 2022 
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Photo: WFP/Lorena Peña – Food assistance to migrants in Puerto Carreño (Vichada) 

Operational Context 

The humanitarian context in Colombia is complex, with multiple 

risks and affectations coexisting. Colombia’s 50-year-long 

armed conflict left 7.8 million IDPs, and while the country has 

set a path of peacebuilding and stabilization, violence caused by 

armed groups linked to illegal economies still affects thousands 

of Colombians every year. Colombia has also become the 

largest host for Venezuelan migrants fleeing dire living 

conditions in their country. 6.0 million have already left, and 

more than 1.8 million of them are in Colombia which expects 

another 500,000 to arrive over the next months. The COVID-19 

crisis further exacerbates the situation and impacts food 

security for both Colombians and migrants, especially for those 

who depend on informal labour, or who are in extreme poverty. 

WFP is supporting the Colombian Government in its efforts to 

achieve Sustainable Development Goals 2 and 17. WFP’s 

strategy is aligned with the Government’s humanitarian, 

recovery, development, and capacity strengthening priorities. 

WFP has been present in Colombia since 1969.  

 

 

2020 Human Development Index:  

83 out of 189 

Chronic malnutrition: 10.8 % 

Population: 49.1 million 

Income Level: Upper middle 

Operational Updates 

• Through a diversified set of intervention 

modalities addressing humanitarian, early 

recovery and livelihoods support requirements, 

WFP assisted 414,957 beneficiaries in February. 

This includes Venezuelan migrants, Colombian 

returnees and host communities, Colombian and 

Venezuelan migrant schoolchildren, victims of 

internal violence and displaced people, ex-

combatants in the process of reintegration, 

communities impacted by natural and climatic 

hazards, and people affected by COVID-19 and its 

socioeconomic consequences. 

• As part of its life-saving emergency assistance 

across Colombia, WFP reached 19,189 people 

affected by recent displacements and armed 

violence in the departments of Arauca and 

Vichada, as well as the municipality of 

Buenaventura (Valle del Cauca), through food 

rations and in-kind food baskets.  

• With the start of the new school year, WFP 

resumed its school feeding activities for 14,905 

migrant children in Barranquilla and La Guajira, 

and 51,888 Colombian schoolchildren in La 

Guajira. The further broadening of operations to 

an increasing number of Venezuelan children will 

depend on the availability of funding, which is 

critically low at the moment.  

• By the end of February, 2,700 households of 

migrants and host communities received their 

one-time emergency cash transfers as part of 

WFP’s project with the World Bank. The project 

aims to reach 18,400 vulnerable households in 

eight municipalities across four departments.  

• WFP is providing critical support to the National 

Planning Department and 38 municipalities to 

foster a smooth inclusion of 150,000 migrants 

with temporary status permits in the social 

registry beneficiary identification system which 

will allow their access to the Colombian social 

protection system and public services. This is a 

concrete and strategic contribution to the process 

of socioeconomic integration of Venezuelan 

migrants in Colombia.  Contact info: Sarah Colbourne (sarah.colbourne@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Carlo Scaramella      
Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Colombia     
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Monitoring 

• Agricultural commodity prices are expected to 

continue increasing globally following the recent 

war in Ukraine, a major export country of cereals 

and fertilizers, while WFP food procurement 

worldwide is currently already 30 percent more 

expensive than in 2019 according to the most 

recent Global Operational Response Plan. The Plan 

also lists WFP’s migration response in Colombia 

among the operations of highest concern. 

• A data analysis from WFP surveys between October 

and December 2021 indicates that 44.9 percent of 

the Colombian population were food insecure: 42.3 

percent moderately and 2.6 percent to a severe 

degree. This shows an improvement compared to a 

previous analysis from August 2021, which found 

52 percent of Colombians to be food insecure (48.4 

percent moderately and 3.6 percent severely). 

• The food security among migrants, particularly 

those in transit, continues to be extremely 

precarious: 93 percent of 240 migrants in transit 

participating in workshops with local Interagency 

Groups for Mixed Migration Flows between 

September and November 2021 indicated that they 

had eaten less than three meals on the day before 

being surveyed. 

Partnerships 

• In the course of this year, 7.6 million people are 

expected to be in need of assistance regarding food 

security and nutrition, requiring USD 47.2 million of 

financial contributions.   

• WFP presented its joint initiative Innovation for 

Nutrition with the Government and the regional 

innovation hub HZERO at a high-level event on the 

importance of adaptive social protection policies for 

sustainable food systems. The event aimed to 

promote South-South cooperation among 

Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, 

Panama, and Peru. 

Challenges 

• WFP urgently requires USD 80.5 million for the next 

six months, of which USD 6.8 million are for school 

feeding to support of 82,000 migrant children. 

• A three-day armed strike declared by the non-state 

armed group Ejército de Liberación Nacional at the 

end of February interrupted air and land 

transports. Armed violence and threats generated 

anxiety among the population and resulted in the 

cancellation and postponement of WFP missions, 

primarily in northeastern and southeastern regions. 

The strike preceded presidential candidate and 

legislative elections scheduled for 13 March 2022. 

Donors 

Canada, Colombia, European Union (DG – ECHO), France, 
Germany, Italy, Republic of Korea (the), Switzerland, United 
States of America, the World Bank, and private donors.  

WFP is also implementing operations and activities funded by the 
Adaptation Fund, UN CERF, its Innovation Accelerator, and the 
UN Multi-Partner Trust Fund for Peacebuilding (MPTF). 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2021-2024) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

654.3 m 223.8 m 80.5 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 2: Venezuelan migrants, Colombian returnees and 

members of host communities receive humanitarian assistance, 
equitable access to quality differential services and expeditious and 
massive access to the labour market and entrepreneurship options, 
with a focus on food security and nutrition, with the support of WFP 
and in coordination with the United Nations country team, as a 
complement to the efforts of the Colombian Government. 

Activities:  
• Provide humanitarian assistance and access to services. 

• Strengthen institutional capacities and provide support. 

Strategic Outcome 3: The public policies, institutional capacity, 

systems and services for the promotion of food security, nutrition and 
social inclusion are technically strengthened and vulnerable 
populations have access to adequate and nutritious food throughout 
the year for the acceleration of catalytic SDGs, in particular SDG 2, 
with the support of WFP and in coordination with the United Nations 
country team, as a complement to the efforts of the Colombian 
Government. 

Activities:  
• Support the Government and territorial entities in 

strengthening their capacity and strategies. 

• Provide technical assistance and support for school feeding. 

• Provide food and nutrition assistance, including through the 

strengthening of the social protection system. 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome 1: By 2024, people and communities in a situation 

of food vulnerability in the PDET municipalities prioritized by the 
Government improve their quality of life by strengthening their 
resilience and sustainable livelihoods and local governments 
strengthen their capacities, contributing to the stabilization and 
consolidation of the territories, with the support of WFP and in 
coordination with the United Nations country team, as a complement 
to the efforts of the Government. 

Activities:  
• Provide food assistance through conditional transfers and 

asset building, to ensure the transition from humanitarian 
assistance towards self-sustainability and development 
phase activities. 

• Provide technical assistance for the strengthening of 
livelihoods, ensuring food self-sufficiency and the generation 
of surpluses for markets. 

• Strengthen the social cohesion, prevention of gender-based 
violence (GBV) and leadership capacities of the livelihoods 
and resilience beneficiaries. 

• Support the most vulnerable people to manage and reduce 
climate-related risks to food security and to adapt to climate 
change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wfp.org/publications/wfp-global-operational-response-plan-update-4-february-2022

