
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

530 mt of food assistance distributed 

US$1.8m cash-based transfers made 

US$35.9m six months (February–July 2019) net 

funding requirements, representing 67% of total 

262,530 people assisted  

in December 2018 
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Operational Context 

Over the last decade, Zimbabwe has experienced a number 

of unprecedented economic, environmental and political 

shocks and stressors, contributing to a 2018 Global Hunger 

Index classification as ‘serious.’ 62.6 percent of 

Zimbabweans live below the poverty line. Consecutive poor 

agricultural seasons have further undermined the 

agricultural sector, with dire consequences for a population 

in which 80 percent of people derive a significant 

proportion of their livelihoods from rain-fed agriculture 

and livestock production. Micronutrient deficiencies are 

prevalent, including a 70 percent prevalence of iron 

deficiency among children under the age of five, largely 

driven by poor dietary diversity.  

Working through a Country Strategic Plan (2017-2021) 

jointly with the Government of Zimbabwe and partners, 

while preserving its humanitarian response capacity, WFP 

is promoting a shift towards resilience-building efforts, 

which includes emphasis on reducing stunting, 

strengthening social protection systems, and empowering 

smallholder farmers. WFP has been present in Zimbabwe 

since 2002. 

 

2017 Human Development Index: 156 

out of 189 

Chronic malnutrition: 26.2% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Population: 15.6 million 

Income Level: Low 

Operational Updates 

• The 2018/19 Lean Season Assistance cycle, scaled-up 

to an additional district in December (through a new 

contribution from DFID), bringing the number of 

districts assisted in December to 12 and reaching 

243,727 people through both in-kind assistance and 

cash-based transfers.  Cash-based transfers are 

currently being done through the distribution of 

physical cash (Cash- in-Transit or CIT) to maintain the 

value of the humanitarian assistance being provided. 

From January 2019, WFP plans to scale up this 

response to reach a total of 24 districts with 

contributions from USAID and DFID. 

• Guided by findings of an Urban Assessment carried 

out by the Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment 

Committee (ZimVAC) in 2018, in partnership with 

DanChurchAid, WFP plans to assist 6,000 households 

from January to April 2019 in Epworth as a pilot peri-

urban support programme to supplement the 

ongoing efforts of the most vulnerable people to 

cope with the direct impacts of the 2018/2019 the 

direct impacts of the lean season, as well as the 

livelihood challenges faced.  

• WFP in partnership with FAO and AGRITEX is assisting 

smallholder farmers to produce drought-tolerant 

small grains (in the 2018/19 agricultural season) into 

10 wards in Chiredzi and Mwenezi districts, as part of 

the expansion of the small grains project and for 

receipt of input packages, while UMP and Mt Darwin 

will be assisted with market-related trainings as they 

received input support in 2017. WFP is supporting 

over 17,000 smallholder farmers through input 

support and local procurement of small grains.   

• Under the R4 Rural Resilience Initiative, which is part 

of efforts to help farmers offset the effects of 

climate-related disasters such as drought and to 

create successful, long-term futures. WFP is working 

with Old Mutual as part of the insurance-based Risk 

Transfer component of the R4 to ensure that farmers 

have guaranteed pay-outs through ECOCASH FCA in 

the event of a failed harvest.  

 

 

Contact info: Ashley Baxstrom (Ashley.Baxstrom@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Eddie Rowe 
Photo: World Vision/Isaac Mangomba. People in Mudzi District line up to 
receive their monthly WFP cash-based food assistance, funded by USAID 
FFP. Cash assistance supports local markets and increases choice. 

52% 48% 
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• Activity 5.4: Support re-establishment of the national school meals 

programme 

Strategic Result 8:  Sharing of knowledge, expertise and technology to 

strengthen global partnership support to country efforts to achieve the 

SDGs – SDG Target 17.16 

Strategic Outcome #6: Partners in Zimbabwe are reliably supported by 

world-class, cost-effective and efficient supply chain services 

 

Continued from page 1…. 

• WFP Zimbabwe attended the South-South 

Cooperation EXPO at the United Nations head 

office together with participants from WFP HQ and 

WFP China. The EXPO was a great platform for 

gaining exposure to the best SSC practices of 

various development actors, including UN agencies, 

and for exploring opportunities for SSC and its 

financing. 

• In partnership with UNHCR, Terre Des Hommes and 

the Government of Zimbabwe, WFP assisted 12,653 

refugees at Tongogara Refugee Camp through in-

kind assistance for the new arrivals and the 

chronically ill and cash-based transfers for the rest 

of the population.  

 

Monitoring 

• A baseline assessment was conducted in December 

2019 in the five districts targeted with the 

contribution from DFID—Beitbridge, Mutoko, 

Nyanga, Nkayi and Umzingwane—to provide an 

information base against which progress will be 

measured.  Data processing and cleaning has been 

finalised and analysis and report writing will 

commence in January 2019.   

• WFP is piloting the Mobile Data Collection and 

Analytics (MDCA) initiative. The pilot has been 

facilitated by the procurement of android devices 

version 5.0 and training of CO staff on the 

development of the tool using the platform.  Data 

collection will be carried out in January 2019 under 

the Support to Refugees activity.  The process will 

be fully documented to provide feedback on the 

achievements and any challenges arising from 

using MDCA. 

Challenges 

• The support to refugees is currently facing 

resourcing challenges for both immediate needs 

and in the long term. For 2019, WFP requires 

US$2.7m to fully provide assistance to the refugees 

at Tongogara Refugee Camp. 

 

Donors 

Australia, Canada, China, DSM, ECHO, France, Japan, Japan 

Association for WFP, the Netherlands, Russia, Switzerland, UN 

Central Emergency Fund, United States of America, Zimbabwe. 

WFP Zimbabwe Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2017-2021) 

Total Requirement 

(in USD) 

Allocated Contributions 

(in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 

Requirements (in USD) 

272.3 m 108m 35.9m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome #1: Food-insecure people, including refugees, in the 

most affected districts are enabled to meet their basic food and nutrition 

requirements during severe seasonal shocks or other disruptions 

Activities:  

• Activity 1.1: Provide cash and/or food transfers to the most 

vulnerable households affected by seasonal food shortages. 

• Activity 1.2: Provide unconditional cash and/or food transfers 

and livelihood support for refugees in camps 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome #2: Children in prioritized districts have stunting rate 

trends in line with the achievement of national and global targets by 2025 

Activities:  

• Activity 2.1: Build evidence for nutrition advocacy, policy 

direction and programme decision-making  

• Activity 2.2: Support the Government’s nutrition programming 

at the national and sub-national levels 

Strategic Result 3:  Smallholders have improved food security and 

nutrition 

Strategic Outcome #3: Smallholder farmers in Zimbabwe have increased 

access to well-functioning agricultural markets by 2030 

Activities:  

• Activity 3.1: Support the development of an efficient local food 

marketing and procurement mechanism  

• Activity 3.2: Enable farmer organizations to aggregate and 

market surplus production 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome #4: Food-insecure rural households and smallholder 

farmers achieve food security and resilience to repeated exposure to 

multiple shocks and stressors 

Activities:  

• Activity 4.1: Support the creation and rehabilitation of assets for 

sustainable food and nutrition security   

• Activity 4.2: Enhance the capacity of prioritized districts to plan 

and manage resilience building 

Strategic Result 5:  Developing Countries have strengthened capacity to 

implement the SDGs 

Strategic Outcome #5: The social protection system ensures that 

chronically vulnerable populations throughout the country are able to 

meet their basic needs all year round 

Activities:  

• Activity 5.1: Provide analytical expertise to support the evidence-

based planning and management of context-specific solutions and 

responses  

• Activity 5.2: Support innovative risk management, insurance and 

financing mechanisms 

• Activity 5.3: Support the consolidation, administration and 

implementation of social transfer programmes under the national 

social protection system 


