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Focused COVID-19 and Health Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             
- Sharpening health response through Communications Intelligence 

 
 

 

  

      Date: 16 August 2022 

 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

• The UK Medicines Regulatory Agency has approved the therapeutic use of the updated Moderna vaccine against 

COVID-19 that targets both the original and omicron version of the virus. 

 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

• COVID-19 cases in Nepal are increasing with 888 new cases. There are 5,387 active cases at present and 474 have 
recovered in last 24 hours. 
 

• Demand to immediately address the shortcomings of the health insurance program to make the service more reliable 
and reachable to the common people. 
 

• Dengue infection has been observed in 25 people in Lamki Chuha Municipality of Kailali throughout the month of 
Shrawan. 
 

 
1This intelligence is tracked through manual monitoring of national print and online media through a representative sample selection. 



 

3 

 

ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal on 15th August reported 888 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally 

to 1,140,832. The country has reported 1 COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours. According to the Ministry of Health 

and Population (MoHP), among 3,155 PCR and 2,582 antigen tests, 427 and 461 tests have tested positive to COVID-19 

respectively. Currently, there are 5,387 active cases and 474 have recovered in last 24 hours with 5,188 in home isolation, 

199 in institutional isolation, with 34 in ICU and 5 under ventilator for treatment.2,3,4,6 

Nepal’s COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 98.3%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.2%.4 

Due to the lack of specialist manpower, numerous biomedical equipment like ICU and ventilators have not been operated in 

various hospitals of Nepal. Such problem has been faced by Jaleshwar Hospital in Mahottari, Myagdi Hospital, Bheri Hospital 

in Nepalgunj, Achham District Hospital, and Dhading Hospital. Dr. Sushil Nath Pyakurel, a Former Expert at the Ministry of 

Health and Population, suggested that equipment should be purchased only on the basis of manpower, infrastructure and 

needs. According to Dr. Sameer Kumar Adhikari, the Assistant Spokesperson at the Ministry of Health and Population, 

currently, it is not possible to provide anesthesiologists and other specialist to operate the ventilators in the district hospital 

and they must be operated by a trained manpower.1 

In an interaction program on health insurance and its effective implementation, organized in Kathmandu, a demand has been 

made to immediately address the shortcomings of the health insurance program to make the service more reliable and 

reachable to the common people. Health Minister Bhawani Prasad Khapung assured that the government is committed to 

effectively implement the program by addressing the problems and ambiguities in health insurance.2,8 
 

Milan Budhathoki of Itahari, who was taken to the Birat Medical College for treatment due to excessive bleeding, died during 

treatment, 3 days after having an abortion. The police have arrested the deceased's husband based on the complaints 

provided by her relatives.2 

Chest specialist Dr. Anusmriti Pal's team have started bronchoscopy service at the Karnali Institute of Health Sciences, 

Jumla from Monday. It will be easier for the locals to get the treatment as they won’t have to travel to other places to receive 

the service.3 
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According to Bhushan Subedi, Information Officer of Rapti Provincial Hospital, 2,927 people have received maternity 

services from the hospital in the financial year 2078/89, including 24 complicated obstetric services and 73 surgeries. He 

said that women with pregnancy complications are only referred to the bigger facilities.3 

According to the 2018 country report of non-communicable diseases of the World Health Organization (WHO), deaths from 

non-communicable diseases in Nepal increased from 51% in 2010 to 66% in 2016. According to the Health Department of 

Nepal, 71% died of non-communicable diseases in 2019, including 9% due to cancer. A multi-sectoral action plan 2021-2025 

has been made to prevent, control and reduce the effects of cancer and other non-communicable diseases. With the COVID-

19 infection increasing again, cancer patients are at high risk of infection with low immunity power, especially those who are 

undergoing chemotherapy and radiotherapy should follow proper health standards and precautions.5 (WHO mentioned) 
 

According to District Health Office Kailali, dengue infection has been observed in 25 people in Lamki Chuha Municipality 

throughout the month of Shrawan. Ganga Ram Upadhyay, Head of Lamki-Chuha Hospital, informed that more dengue 

patients are seen in Chisapani and Bewasthit Nagar of Ward No. 3 of the municipality.6 

Mugu District Hospital has appointed a new chairman of the hospital development committee after one and a half years. 

Gajendra Bahadur Malla has been nominated as the Chairman of the District Hospital Development Committee as per the 

decision of the Ministry of Social Development of Karnali State Government on 11th Shrawan 2079. Taking charge of the 

post, he said to improve the services of the hospital during his four-year tenure.6 
 

20-year-old Nanki Khang of Kusaha-5, Tilathi Koiladi Rural Municipality of Saptari, who is being treated at the Gajendra 

Narayan Singh Hospital in Rajbiraj, has been stranded. According to Suryakant Jha, Head of Social Service Unit, the hospital 

is providing free treatment to helpless girl through social services.8 

MENTIONS OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND POPULATION 

Nepal on 15th August reported 888 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally 

to 1,140,832. The country has reported 1 COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours. According to the Ministry of Health 

and Population (MoHP), among 3,155 PCR and 2,582 antigen tests, 427 and 461 tests have tested positive to COVID-19 

respectively. Currently, there are 5,387 active cases and 474 have recovered in last 24 hours with 5,188 in home isolation, 

199 in institutional isolation, with 34 in ICU and 5 under ventilator for treatment.2,3,4,6 

Nepal’s COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 98.3%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.2%.4 
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Due to the lack of specialist manpower, numerous biomedical equipment like ICU and ventilators have not been operated in 

various hospitals of Nepal. Such problem has been faced by Jaleshwar Hospital in Mahottari, Myagdi Hospital, Bheri Hospital 

in Nepalgunj, Achham District Hospital, and Dhading Hospital. Dr. Sushil Nath Pyakurel, a Former Expert at the Ministry of 

Health and Population, suggested that equipment should be purchased only on the basis of manpower, infrastructure and 

needs. According to Dr. Sameer Kumar Adhikari, the Assistant Spokesperson at the Ministry of Health and Population, 

currently, it is not possible to provide anesthesiologists and other specialist to operate the ventilators in the district hospital 

and they must be operated by a trained manpower.1 

In an interaction program on health insurance and its effective implementation, organized in Kathmandu, a demand has been 

made to immediately address the shortcomings of the health insurance program to make the service more reliable and 

reachable to the common people. Health Minister Bhawani Prasad Khapung assured that the government is committed to 

effectively implement the program by addressing the problems and ambiguities in health insurance.2 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

62,078 new COVID-19 cases have been reported in South Korea only on Monday with more than 50 deaths, reaching the 

national tally to 201,418,036. Currently, 521 infected cases are in critical condition.3 

In India, new 14,917 COVID-19 cases have been reported on Monday with 38 deaths. The country has reached the national 

tally to 442,068,381. Currently, the number of active infected people in India is 117,508.3 

Britain, the first country to approve a COVID-19 vaccine in the late 2020, has now also given the first green light to a variant-

adapted shot that targets both the original and omicron version of the virus. The UK Medicines Regulatory Agency has 

approved the therapeutic use of the updated Moderna vaccine against the Corona virus. A trial data has showed that variant-

adapted booster generated virus-neutralizing antibody levels against the sub-variants that were 1.69 times higher than those 

given the original booster.4,7  

 

 1Onlinekhabar 
2 Nepalkhabar 
3 Swasthyakhabar 
4The Himalayan Times 
5 Kantipur 
6 Nayapatrika 
7Annapurna Post 
8Nagarik 
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Contact for further details 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 

NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 

World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 

gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the United States Department 

of State. 

 

Reference Code: 16AUGMM_033 
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