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Displacement in Salah al-Din and Kirkuk  

The ISF conducted search operations in Jazerat Hadetha along the border between Anbar and Salah 
al-Din into the Al-Rutba desert between 23 November and 3 December.  Some 77 villages north of 
Rawa and south of Hadhar district were reportedly targeted for security sweeps. During these oper-
ations, 101 families were moved to Eyn Al-Bedha villages in Shirqat district and 35 families to Al-
Karame and Al Shahama camps in Tikrit, Salah a-Din. They have undergone security screenings in 
the camps and await permission to return to their areas of origin.  

Displacement was also registered in Kirkuk with over 100 individuals arriving in Nazrawa, Daquq and 
the Laylan camps. Most of these IDPs originate from Baiji in Salah al-Din. Some of these people had 
only returned to their places of origin but were displaced again as they deemed the area unsafe and 
lacking in necessary services. 

Protection issues in Kirkuk 

Protection concerns, were reported between 24 November and 7 December in Mauskar Khalid 
neighbourhood in Kirkuk. Pro-government armed groups have reportedly occupied 130 houses, 
allegedly belonging to 170 Kurdish families, who were displaced to other parts of Kirkuk. The vacat-
ed houses were reportedly looted. 

94 IDP families displaced from Tooz in Salah al-Din were assessed and information received indicat-
ed that many families left the district in mid-October following tensions involving armed actors. The 
families are afraid to return to their areas of origin for the foreseeable future. Some claimed to have 
their homes looted or destroyed and most families say they do not feel safe to undertake even brief 
visits to their home to retrieve their belongings. 

Forced evictions 

Forced returns of IDPs from camps in the Centre and South back to Anbar continued during the re-
porting period. Between 25 and 27 November, 262 families were evicted from Ameriyat al-Falluja 
(AAF) and 38 families were evicted from Kilo 18 camp in Anbar. The families originate from Garma, 
Falluja, Saqlawiyah, Jazerat Heet, Jazerat Al-Khalidyah in Anbar and parts of Baghdad, Diyala and 
Ninewa. The Prime Minister’s office issued a temporary halt in late November as a result of high 
level advocacy by the Humanitarian Coordinator, UNHCR and protection partners. The following 
week, however, security screenings in preparations for forced returns to recently retaken areas in 
Salah al-Din and Anbar continued, in an informal settlement in Tikrit and four camps in Anbar. De-
spite the Prime Minister’s instructions, 133 families were forced to return from AAF camps to re-
cently retaken areas in Anbar during the last week. In Tikrit, the police has repeatedly informed IDPs 
in three informal settlements (Qadissiya, Shaqlawa, and Dream City) that they will have to return. 
This was followed up on 7 December, when the first nine of these families were evicted, while 549 
are at imminent threat of eviction. Approximately 60% of the families had their civil IDs confiscated 
and have been instructed to depart by 10 December. 

As forced returns have often been conducted with little notice, in some cases forcing IDPs to leave 
their belongings behind, many are undertaking premature unsafe returns. In Salah al-Din and Anbar, 
12,609 families remain at risk of forced returns.  

For more information contact: Annika Gerlach GERLACHA@unhcr.org  

Between 6 and 8 December, three separate armed attacks were reported against families that had 
recently returned to their areas of origin in Ramadi and Garma districts in Anbar. As a result, two men 
were killed and eight individuals injured. All families had returned from AAF camp during the previous 
week and seem to have been targeted due to allegations that their family members were affiliated 
with extremists.  

In Hawiga, another recent area of return, an improvised explosive device (IED) incident occurred, as 
well as several hit and run attacks. On 5 December, three attacks occurred in different villages in 
Hawiga during which 11 individuals were killed and four abducted. 

Refugee Returns to Anbar  

Between 3 and 7 of December, 35 Iraqi families reached Kilo 18 camp from Albu Kamal in Syria. The 
families originate from Falluja, Ramadi, Al Qa’im, Heet and Ana in Anbar. They report having been 
pushed into Syria as result of recent military operations in these areas. After two months in Syria, they 
paid smugglers to return to Iraq. All families have undergone security screening and were cleared to 
return but remain in the camp for the time being.  

IDP Returns 

The voluntary return of 154 families were reported on 6 December to Al-Shirqat district from different 
camps in Ninewa and Salah al-Din. Most the returnee families reported to be in need of shelter and 
core relief items (CRI) support due to significant destruction in their areas of origin. A further group of 
107 families also returned from Nazrawa and Daquq camps, facilitated by the Ministry of Migration 
and Displacement.  

Mobile legal teams support documentation efforts for IDPs 

UNHCR and protection partners continue to support IDPs across Iraq in replacing missing civil docu-
ments and have recently made progress in Salah al-Din and Kirkuk through mobile legal teams. Many 
IDPs are lacking documentation for various reasons. Some lost them during the course of forced dis-
placement, or had them confiscated by extremist or during their flight to safety. Many others had 
them seized upon arrival in safe areas by local security authorities. In Al Alam camps alone, more than 
800 children born in then-extremist controlled areas are missing important legal documents including 
birth certificates. Lack of documentation is a serious protection risk affecting IDPs’ access to public 
services such as education and health; freedom of movement through checkpoints; ability to secure 
livelihood opportunities; and overall ability to exercise their rights.  

In Al Alam, UNHCR and its partners - notably the International Rescue Committee and Legal Clinic Net-
work - have initiated active documentation exercises through UNHCR-supported government mobile 
teams from the Hawiga Nationality Department. Between 6 November and 3 December, 203 IDPs in 
the camp were able to replace documents and the files of an additional 3,821 individuals are under 
process. These mobile teams were activated on 5 November to facilitate better access by IDPs to legal 
services and followed advocacy by UNHCR with the governors of Salah al-Din and Kirkuk. There are 
around 7,000 IDPs in the two governorates that were assessed to be missing at least one type of civil 
documentation.  


