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What is your gender?

53% 47%

Female Male

This dashboard shows the results of the Human 
Security Survey (HSS) in South Sudan. Each page 
correspondents with a different theme. You can 
navigate through the pages using the < > at the 
bottom of the page. You can filter the HSS results 
using the selection options in this pane. Click on a 
given response in a graph to see how it influences 
the other graphs in the corresponding page. (Note: 
use Ctrl to make multiple selections.) Click on the 
response again to undo the selection. Some 
methodological changes in for example answer 
categories have been made from year to year. This 
is indicated with an asterisk *.
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What is your age?

>65 yrs 0%

41%

41%

18%

16-3…

31-45 yrs

46-65 yrs

What is your ethnicity?

Bari 1%

Dinka 96%

Nuer 1%

What is your occupation?

54%
Student 13%

12%

Domestic work 7%

Unemployed 9%

Agriculture (incl. cattle keeper…

Private sector

1%
Retired

Have you primarily lived here during the
last 5 years?

Yes No

78% 22% Feel free to contact us with questions, comments or additional data requests at quist@paxforpeace.nl.
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How did your security situation change
compared to last year?

56%

38%

It improved 6%

It got worse

It has not chan…

Nr of households experiencing at least 1
security threat during the last year

216

Remember to use the selection 
options in this pane to filter the 
results by gender, survey site, and 
survey round. Questions with an 
asterisk * were asked slightly 
differently across survey rounds. 
Use the < and > at the bottom of 
the page to navigate through 
different themes. 

Contact: quist@paxforpeace.nl.

Have you or your household done things to protect
yourselves as a result of insecurity?*
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SECURITY CONTEXT & THREATS
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What security incident(s) did you or your household experience during the last year*
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Why did your security
situation improve?*
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Remember to use the selection 
options in this pane to filter the 
results by gender, survey site, and 
survey round. Questions with an 
asterisk * were asked slightly 
differently across survey rounds. 
Use the < and > at the bottom of 
the page to navigate through 
different themes.

Who is the most likely perpetrator against you? (2017-2018)

VULNERABILITY

In the next year, is it is likely
you will become a victim of

violence? (2017-2018)
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Do you mainly agree or disagree with the following statements?
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With which statement do you
agree most? (2018-2020)
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Who is most likely to be exposed to violence?*
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Contact: quist@paxforpeace.nl.
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With which statement do you agree most?

0% 50% 100%

A) It is best when security forces are from within our own community because they…

A) Tribalism has a big impact on security in this community or B) Tribalism has little…

A) Disarmament of civilians in this payam is needed for security or B) Civilians need…

A) Dispute resolution between communities is best handled by local elders or chief…

A) Prohibition of alcohol will have a positive impact on the security of my communi…

A) It is best when security forces are recruited from within our own community bec…

58%

81%

36%

63%

17%

71%

42%

19%

64%

37%

83%

29%

I agree with A I agree with B

How do you rate the performance
of the police in providing security?
(2018-2022)

Good 54%32%

10%

Just OK

Very good

Remember to use the selection 
options in this pane to filter the 
results by gender, survey site, and 
survey round. Questions with an 
asterisk * were asked slightly 
differently across survey rounds. 
Use the < and > at the bottom of 
the page to navigate through 
different themes.

Make sure to move the cursor over the graphic 
to be able to read the statements

SECURITY ACTORS

Who would you first contact in the
case of a family member being
killed/murdered? (2017-2020)
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Are the following actors present in your area?
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Contact: quist@paxforpeace.nl.
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Remember to use the selection 
options in this pane to filter the 
results by gender, survey site, and 
survey round. Questions with an 
asterisk * were asked slightly 
differently across survey rounds. 
Use the < and > at the bottom of 
the page to navigate through 
different themes.

FUTURE EXPECTATIONS

What do you think will happen with your security
situation in the next year?

Human Security Survey: South Sudan
What factors are most likely to cause further conflict in your community
in the next year?*
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What are most significant changes that need to happen to bring lasting
peace to South Sudan?*
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Contact: quist@paxforpeace.nl.
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Click here to learn more about the HSS in general
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Who are our enumerators?
Enumerators are selected by the local partner organisations 

based on a set of core competencies and characteristics, though 

they need not necessarily be individuals who have a great deal 

of previous experience conducting quantitative research. The 

teams of enumerators are intended to reflect the ethnic and 

religious diversity of the communities they survey, so as to 

ensure sufficient access and trust with respondents. All 

enumerators can interview respondents of both genders. We 

aim to have the same number of male as female enumerators. 

MORE INFORMATION?
For more info about PAX's work, please visit: https://www.paxforpeace.nl/. For more information about PoC specifically, please 
visit: https://protectionofcivilians.org/.  There you can also find a factsheet on basic methodology, and more detailed HSS 
reports. Feel free to be in contact with questions or comments at quist@paxforpeace.nl.
The HSS is made possible with the generous support of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Please note: all icons used in this dashboard are sourced from Freepik and/or the NOUN Project.

METHODOLOGY

Who do we survey and why?
PAX aims to achieve a representative sample, and thus instills as 

much randomization as possible into the process by which 

respondents are selected to participate. Within the selected 

survey sites (see 'where do we survey'), households are selected 

using a 'random walk' procedure where every 3rd household on 

the enumerator’s way is surveyed up to the target number for 

the specific area. Individual respondents are selected by using 

numbered cards assigned to eligible household members, of 

which one is selected at random by the household head. Eligible 

respondents refer only to permanent household members 

(defined by living together and sharing a cooking facility) aged 

16 or above who are home at the time of the visit by the 

enumerator. Only one respondent is surveyed per household.

How are interviews conducted and what kind of security 
protocols are in place to protect respondents’ privacy?
Interviews occur one-on-one in respondents' households and 

last 30-50 minutes on average. Interviews are conducted in the 

local language, and enumerators do forward and backward 

translation on the spot. Surveys are conducted using mobile 

phones and the KoboCollect platform, which includes built-in 

skip logic to ensure that only relevant questions are asked to 

each respondent. Interviews can be conducted fully offline in 

case of poor network access, though completed surveys are 

uploaded to the KoboCollect server and deleted from the 

phones as soon as the phone is connected to either a mobile or 

WiFi network. Informed consent is asked both at the beginning 

and end of the interview. All information is collected 

anonymously and confidentially, and for instance names, contact 

details, GPS locations, and photos are never taken. HSS data is 

stored on a secured internal server, and is only shared on 

platforms such as this one once it has been cleaned and 

assessed and adjusted for statistical disclosure, so as to minimize 

the potential risk that participating communities, households, or 

individuals can be identified by their responses.

Respondent selection

ORIGINS AND OBJECTIVES
The Human Security Survey (HSS) is a unique methodology developed by PAX. In 

cooperation with trusted local partners, it aims to expand the voice and agency of 

civilians in conflict situations concerning matters of their own security and 

protection. Too often, security measures and policies that deeply affect civilians' 

day-to-day lives get designed and implemented without their consultation, 

whereas they are the real experts on their security. To bridge that gap between 

civilians and policymakers, PAX's Protection of Civilians (PoC) team developed the 

Human Security Survey. This combines population-based research, community 

engagement and advocacy in order to ultimately better protect civilians. By 

collecting people's experiences, perceptions and opinions regarding civilian 

protection, PAX can advocate for security strategies that are more reflective of 

people's actual needs and expectations. 
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Where do we survey and how often?
The HSS is carried out in five locations in South Sudan: Central Equatoria State, 

Eastern Equatoria State, Jonglei State, Greater Yirol (Lakes State), and Payinjiar 

(Unity State). In these areas, PAX has longstanding partnerships with trusted local 

organisations, namely Assistance Mission for Africa (AMA) and Justice and Peace 

Commission - Catholic Diocese of Torit (JPC-CDoT). Specific research sites are 

selected in cooperation with the local partners based on security, physical 

accessibility, permission from local authorities and with an eye to ensuring 

demographic diversity. The number of surveys collected per survey location 

usually depends on the number of enumerators employed: each enumerator 

surveys around 50 respondents, leading to an average of 400-600 respondents 

per state. Surveys are conducted on an annual basis, meaning that they are 

snapshots of a given moment in time and results are highly variable to change as 

a result of shifts in the political or security context.

HSS-SS survey locations

https://www.paxforpeace.nl/
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https://protectionofcivilians.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/190129_HSS-SS-Methodology-one-pager.pdf
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