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Key findings 
 

• The cyclone has severely impacted food security and agricultural livelihoods. Populations reportedly lack food 
stocks, and in addition, large-scale damage to crops will have long-term impact on rural communities. 

• Significant loss of shelter, both conventional and locally made, was reported across the district. Displaced 
populations in around half of the surveyed locations are either staying with families or sleeping out in the 
open, raising protection concerns. 

• Sanitation and hygiene interventions is an urgent priority across the district to prevent waterborne disease 
outbreaks. 

  
The findings of this report are based on results from the MRA tool, data from 
other rapid assessments, and secondary data. They were compared 
against baseline data provided by the Government of Mozambique (Ministry 
of State Administration and Instituto Nacional de Estatística) through the 
Nhamatanda district profile released in 2014 (Ministry of State 

Administration 2014).  
 
A calculation of total population affected, people in need and those in need 
of urgent assistance is under discussion with the Government of 
Mozambique and the Humanitarian Country Team.  

 
 
 
 
6 out of 9 sites surveyed are now accessible by road, 2 of which by boat. 
Most roads linking Nhamathanda to surrounding localities are made of dirt 
and difficult to access in rainy weather. A significant portion of the highway 
between Dondo and Nhamatanda town has suffered extensive damage, 
and the bridge crossing the Halum river is damaged and unusable. 
Temporary crossing was put in place, and used by heavy trucks (Cyclone 
Idai Joint Rapid Needs Assessment, MTI, Medair, FHA 26/03/2019) 

 
# of postos:2 
Total population: 317,538 (INE 2017) 
9 locations assessed 

 
 
Limitations 
The data forming the basis of this district profile was collected at Localidas/settlement level and aggregated to district level. Priority 
was given to Localidas/settlements with large population-estimates and a wide geographical representation was sought. However, 
harder to reach areas have been challenging to assess and as such, findings may not apply to areas inaccessible at the time of 
the assessment. Please note that findings are indicative and should not be taken to represent the whole District. 
Furthermore, the nature of key informant (KI) interviews presents limitations, such as variations in data quality and accuracy. In 
addition, key informants might not be aware of the needs faced by specific population groups.  
While reading this profile, please also consider that the situation is subject to frequent changes and that significant changes can 
occur within days at the early stage of an emergency response. Thus, the accuracy and usefulness of the information will decrease 
over time.  

 
 

http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Nhamatanda.pdf
http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Nhamatanda.pdf
http://www.ine.gov.mz/operacoes-estatisticas/censos/censo-2007/censo-2017/divulgacao-os-resultados-preliminares-iv-rgph-2017/view
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WASH  
Hygiene and sanitation intervention is reported to 

be a priority in most locations. Pre-Idai, 

Nhamatanda district was experiencing critical 

water supplies issues, with 99.9% of water coming 

from non-canalised sources (boreholes, wells 

without a pump, or water from rivers, lakes, or 

ponds) (Ministry of State Administration 2014). These 

issues have reportedly been exacerbated by the cyclone.  

 

Key figures: 

• 6 out of 9 locations reported a decrease in availability of potable water, and subsequent reliance on less 

preferred and safe sources. Of great concern are populations in Curmawe, Metuchira, and Nhamatanda, 

which are reported to use unprotected sources at the time of data collection (MRA 2019).  

• In about half of the communities surveyed, residents reported improvements in water treatment practices; 

however, the use of soap and ash has generally reduced, which increases the risk of diseases outbreaks 

(MRA 2019).  

• In all but two locations (Crumawe in Tica posto, and Metuchira in Nhamatanda posto) the population 

usually used households latrines prior to the cyclone. Extensive damage to latrines was reported across 

the district1, with populations reportedly resorting to open defecation after the cyclone in 7 out of 9 locations 

(MRA 2019). 

• Two locations flagged a lack of privacy for women and girls as a concern (MRA 2019). 

 

 

Health  
Pre-Idai governmental data shows that the health coverage 

in Nhamatanda district was of approximately one health unit 

for 13,400 inhabitants, and one bed for 1,500 inhabitants 

(Ministry of State Administration 2014). An increase in cases of 

diarrhoea, malaria, and respiratory diseases is the main 

issue reported across the district following the cyclone2. All 

three health professionals3 interviewed reported cases of 

STDs and malnutrition.  

 

Key figures: 

• Women reportedly have access to sexual and reproductive healthcare in only 3 out of 9 locations surveyed 

(MRA 2019). 

• Almost all locations except one (Crumawe) reported at least one functional health facility. All of them were 

accessible, except in Crumawe were access it was reported that access to the nearest health facility took 

one day by canoe (MRA 2019). 

                                                           
1 Initial draft report on the rapid health assessment in Nhamatanda District, Johanniter International Assistance, ASB 25-26 
March 2019 
2 WHO reported 67 cholera cases on 10 April   
3 It was not always possible to find a health professional to interview on location during the MRA data collection 

http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Nhamatanda.pdf
http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Nhamatanda.pdf
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• The rural hospital building in this location is largely intact and functional, with minor roof damages4; 

however, it was reported that 13 out 17 health centres were destroyed in the district5. Metuchira health 

facility has been experiencing an outage of electricity and no cold chain6.  

• Shortages of essential drugs and 

consumables were reported in all locations, 

with antimalarials, anti-diarrhoea and 

paracetamol being the most urgently needed 

medicines (MRA 2019). 

 

 

Education  

There are 94 schools in Nhamatanda district, 89 of which are primary schools. The average schools attendance 

rates pre-Idai were almost 60% for primary education (58% for girls), and 10% for secondary education (9.1% girls) 

(Ministry of State Administration 2014). Information on school attendance after the cyclone is lacking, and attendance 

in surveyed locations after the cyclone varies widely across locations assessed, ranging from no one to everyone. 

All locations reported damage to education infrastructures and shortages of educational material (MRA 2019).  

 

Key figures: 

• The government reports that across the district, 105 schools were reportedly affected, with 535 partially 

destroyed classrooms affecting 71,746 students (INGC 10/04/2019).  

• Damages to school, and lack of material were quoted as the main reasons for children not attending 

school. In addition, the use of schools as emergency accommodation centres has further disrupted 

education, and children are likely to stay longer in school during the holidays to catch up on school 

schedule (OCHA 25/03/2019, MRA 2019).  

• 3 of the 4 KI who were education professionals reported WASH infrastructure in schools were not 

functional (MRA 2019). 

 

 

Agriculture and food security   
Agricultural land makes up about 50% of Nhamatanda district’s 

land surface, cultivated by smallholder farmers for the most part 

(Ministry of State Administration 2014). The cyclone has severely 

impacted food security and rural livelihoods with long-term 

effects on the affected populations. In the aftermath of the 

event, all KIs in all communities surveyed have reported a lack 

of food stocks. Crops have suffered extensive damage due to 

flooding, including rice, cassava, and sugar beans7.  

 

Key figures: 

• KIs in all communities surveyed reported total or near total basic and cash crop losses (MRA 2019). 

• Farm land is still flooded, however, KI in Crumawe reported access to land in the next few weeks as 

impossible (MRA 2019). 

• The impact on livestock is less severe; although losses were reported everywhere, less than 50% of cattle 

was lost, except for chickens, which were lost in all locations (MRA 2019).  

• KI reported fishing communities have suffered some minor boats and equipment losses (MRA 2019). 

                                                           
4 Initial draft report on the rapid health assessment in Nhamatanda District, Johanniter International Assistance, ASB 25-26 
March 2019 
5 WFP rapid assessment report Sofala province 04/04/2019 
6 Rapid Assessment Report in Metuchira Health Facility, Save the Children 03/04/2019 
7 Cyclone Idai Joint Rapid Needs Assessment, MTI, Medair, FHA 26 March 2019 

http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Nhamatanda.pdf
http://www.ingc.gov.mz/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ROSEA_20190325_Mozambique%20Floods_Flash_Update%239%20Final.pdf
http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Nhamatanda.pdf
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Shelter and NFIs  
The 2014 district profile resealed by the government indicates that most (87.5%) residential houses in Nhamatanda 

district are made of non-durable materials (Ministry of State Administration 2014), making them particularly vulnerable 

to sudden-onset disasters. In surveyed locations, damage was caused by wind everywhere, and water in 6 out of 

9 locations. The impact on houses (both conventional and locally made) is significant, with 6 out of 9 assessed 

locations reporting damaged or completely destroyed houses (MRA 2019).  

 

Key figures: 

• An estimated 20,271 houses have been completely destroyed, and 19,070 partially destroyed (INGC 

10/04/2019).  
• Some 28,560 people are currently displaced across 10 sites in Nhamatanda district as a result of the 

cyclone, with food and shelter identified as the most pressing needs (IOM 10/04/2019). 
• IDPs were reported in 4 different locations, with particularly high numbers found in Metucha and 

Nhamatanda town. In half of locations surveyed, KIs report that some people are living with host families 

or out in the open (MRA 2019). 
• Lack of electricity is reported as an issue everywhere, with KIs in 6 out of 9 locations reporting less than 

6 hours of electricity a day. KIs in all locations reported sufficient sources of energy, and no clear NFI 

needs were identified through the MRA (MRA 2019). 
 

 

Markets  
At the time of data collection markets were functioning 

in all locations except three, but not fully. Stocks have 

decreased in all surveyed locations, and fresh food, dry 

and packaged food, as well as essential NFIs are 

reportedly only available in two surveyed locations 

(Metuchira and Tica). Price rises were reported in all 

surveyed locations, maize grains being the staple food 

most commonly suffering an increase in price. 
 
 

 

Protection  
The cyclone and flood have led to an increase of protection 

concerns, especially for vulnerable groups, with people being 

isolated due to flood waters, and others being forced to sleep 

out in the open (OCHA 25/03/2019). KIs in all locations 

surveyed reported an increase in concerns about personal 

safety. More in-depth assessments are needed to have a 

better view of protection needs in the area, including collection 

of sex and age disaggregated data. 

Key figures: 

• The presence of unaccompanied children was reported in Matenga, Metuchira, and Nhamatanda (MRA 

2019).  

• In 5 out of 9 locations, lack of access to services due to disability was identified by KIs (MRA 2019).  

http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Nhamatanda.pdf
http://www.ingc.gov.mz/
http://www.ingc.gov.mz/
https://displacement.iom.int/system/tdf/reports/MOZ_Site_Profiles_Round_2_V1_Revised.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=5452
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ROSEA_20190325_Mozambique%20Floods_Flash_Update%239%20Final.pdf
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• Loss of personal documentation has been reported in all locations, which increases concerns related to 

land and property ownership (MRA 2019). 
 

Access to information   
Lack of access to mobile networks was reported as a problem in two 

locations (MRA 2019). The main languages spoken in Nhamatanda 

district are Sena (58.4%), Ndau (33.6%), and Portuguese (4%). Only 

about  59% of the population understands Portuguese (Ministry of 

State Administration 2014), which hinders access to information and 

understanding of the response and assistance. Although KIs in 5 out 

9 locations surveyed reported having access to information about 

response and current and future assistance, it was often unclear or 

untimely (MRA 2019). 
 

 

  

http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Nhamatanda.pdf
http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Nhamatanda.pdf
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Methodology   
 

The primary data forming the basis of this district profile was collected between 05 April and 07 April using the 

UNDAC/OCHA Assessment Working Group Mozambique Rapid Needs Assessment Tool (MRA) endorsed by the 

INGC. KoBo Toolbox was used for data collection. 

 

Data was collected by REACH and data collection partners at Localidas/settlement level and aggregated to district 

level. Localidas/settlements were selected for data collection based on those with the largest populations and wide 

geographic representation was aimed for as much as possible.   

 

This profile was produced once at least 25% of Localidas/settlements (ADMIN 4) within all Postos (ADMIN 3) were 

covered by the data collection, although a lower coverage was accepted in cases of time-constraints, lack of access 

or capacity issues. 

 

Collected data was cleaned, summarized, mapped and compared by REACH and ACAPS with findings from other 

rapid assessments and field visits. Data was then shared with sectoral experts and staff with local knowledge, and 

jointly interpreted, before the final product was published. 
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