
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The number of natural 

disaster incidents in May was 

the lowest since January 

2012.  

 

• Floods and landslides 

affected the highest number 

of people – 1,645. 

 

• Two volcanoes experienced 

increased activity, bringing to 

four the number of volcanoes 

classified under alert Level 

III.  

 

Natural disasters (May) 

Natural disasters  25 

Total affected 
population 

1,958 

Casualties/Missing 42 

Humanitarian 
Response Fund 

429,285  
Approved since January 
2012 (US$) 

 

800,150  
Balance (US$) 

 

Natural disasters & impact, Jan-May 2012 

Source: OCHA & BNPB 

The incidence of natural disasters fell to its 
lowest in May   
Floods and landslides remained the most devastating disasters 

Some 25 natural disasters occurred in May 2012, the lowest number since the beginning 
of the year. Floods and whirlwinds were the most frequent, accounting for 68 per cent of 
all natural disaster incidents during the month. Combined, these two disasters affected an 
estimated 1,139 people, but landslides were the second-most devastating natural 
disasters and caused the temporary displacement of 627 people. In total 1,958 people 
were affected by natural disasters in May, according to statistics from the National 
Disaster Management Agency (BNPB).
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Floods 

The majority of floods resulted from continuous and heavy rains. Ternate District of North 
Maluku suffered the worst incident when the rains flushed lava from Mt. Gamalama. The 
resultant flood caused six fatalities and left 942 people temporarily displaced. Additionally, 
15 houses and two bridges were destroyed by the flood, while 70 houses suffered serious 
damage. Floods also damaged over 6,000 hectares of crop fields. Bima District alone in 
West Nusa Tenggara province lost 5,798 hectares.  
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 Please note that these figures are indicative and may be subject to change based on subsequent 

revisions by the Government.   
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Mt. Sirung and Mt. 

Soputan experienced 

increased volcanic 

activity, prompting 

PVMBG to raise their 

alert status to Level III 

The rains intensified towards the end of the month as a result of the impact of tropical 
cyclone Sanvu occurring west of the Pacific Ocean. Several provinces, including eastern 
Sulawesi, North Maluku, Maluku, West Papua and Papua were affected.  The ensuing 
floods and landslides affected four sub-districts of Ambon City in Maluku, causing seven 
fatalities and seriously damaging 10 houses.  

Landslides 

In all, landslides caused 25 deaths, representing 78 per cent of all natural disaster-related 
fatalities in May 2012. Ambon District in Maluku province accounted for half of those 
casualties, while Temanggung District in Central Java registered the highest number of 
temporarily displaced people (540).   

Whirlwinds 

Maintaining their recent trend, whirlwinds affected the least number of people, despite 
constituting one of the most frequently occurring natural hazards in Indonesia. The 10 
whirlwind incidents caused one recorded fatality and temporarily displaced 121 people –
six per cent of the total number of people affected by natural disasters in May. North 
Sumatra was hardest hit, with 441 houses and two elementary schools seriously 
damaged in the incidents. 

 Volcanic activity
Following increased volcanic activity, Mt. Sirung on Pantar Island in East Nusa Tenggara 
erupted on 12 May, hurling ash up to 2,000 metres into the sky. It was the first time the 
volcano had erupted since 1970. In response, the Centre for Volcanology and Geological 
Hazard Mitigation (PVMBG) twice raised the volcano’s alert status over consecutive days 
from Level I through Level III.   In North Maluku province, Mt. Dukono also released ash 
into the atmosphere on 25 May, but PVMBG did not raise its Level II alert status. 

As of the end of May 2012, there were four volcanoes on alert Level III, including Mt. 
Soputan in North Sulawesi - which experienced increased activity towards the end of the 
month - Mt. Karangetang and Mt. Lokon. 

Meanwhile, Mt. Ijen in East Java decreased its volcanic activity, prompting PVMBG to 
lower its alert status from Level III to Level II. Fifteen other volcanoes across the country 

 remain at Level II.

The Government responded to the 
disasters and continued to strengthen 
preparedness capacity  
The Government of Indonesia continued to manage the response to the various natural 
disasters in the country.  Local governments, in particular, intervened by designating 
shelter locations and facilities for temporarily displaced populations and distributing relief 
items to affected populations. They also coordinated search and rescue and led efforts to 
clean up debris following landslides and floods. In most instances, the Indonesian Red 

  Cross (PMI) supported the humanitarian response. 

 Earthquake tabletop exercise conducted in West Sumatra

A three-day earthquake simulation 
exercise was conducted in Padang in 
West Sumatra beginning 29 May. 
Facilitated by the International Search and 
Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG) and 
supported by the governments of China 
and the United States, the simulation was 
intended to test Indonesia’s preparedness 
to respond to a major earthquake scenario 
requiring international assistance. In 
addition to representation from the 
national search and rescue agency, 

 
Credit: OCHA 
Padang – Participants at the INSARAG earthquake 
tabletop exercise 
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The Government 

launched Guidelines 

on Disaster Safe 

Schools/Madrasah 

developed over two 

years 

BASARNAS, the exercise also drew 240 participants from 26 countries, including ASEAN 
member states, and from UN agencies.  

The simulation provided an opportunity for interaction between the International Urban 
Search and Rescue (USAR) teams, national and local disaster management actors 
including local emergency management agencies (BNPB, BPBD, and BASARNAS), the 
Humanitarian Country Team, and the UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination 
(UNDAC) team.  

The exercise also gave an opportunity for participants to familiarize themselves with the 
Indonesian Regulation on the Role of International Organizations during Emergency 
Response (Regulation No. 22/2010), as well as the UN’s On-Site Operations and 
Coordination Centre (OSOCC) as facilitated by the UNDAC Team and/or international 

  Search and Rescue Teams.

A report with findings and recommendations from the exercise is being made available 
 separately.

Prior to the Padang exercise, another simulation around Regulation No.22/2010 was 
conducted by BNPB in Jakarta, facilitated by OCHA and supported by the Indonesian 
Red Cross and the Emergency Capacity Building Consortium.  The exercise explored the 
workings of the Supporting Post, which Regulation No.22/2010 provides as the principal 
conduit for international humanitarian assistance. Representatives from 14 Government 
ministries and institutions, donors, non-governmental organizations, the Red Cross, and 

  UN agencies participated in the exercise.

 Guidelines on Disaster Safe Schools/Madrasah Launched

In May, the Ministry of Education and Culture in collaboration with BNPB launched the 
Guidelines on Disaster Safe Schools/Madrasah, which have been under development for 
the last two years. The Guidelines integrate the policies of various Government ministries 
and institutions, and prescribe standards for developing safe schools through earthquake-
resistant building construction and retrofitting. They are especially relevant given that 75 
per cent of schools in Indonesia are located in high to medium hazard risk areas, 
according to official statistics. In 2011, for instance, the Ministry of Education reports that 
194,844 classrooms were heavily damaged by natural disasters. The Guidelines have 

  been legally enacted through the Regulation of the Head of BNPB Number 4/2012.

Funding 
 Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF)

There were five ongoing HRF projects as of May, with no new projects approved. In total, 
the HRF has disbursed $429,285 since January 2012. This is half the amount it disbursed 
during the corresponding period in 2011, reflecting the reduced number or impact of 

 natural disasters in 2012. A total of US$800,000 remains unallocated by the Fund.

 Indonesia Multi-Donor Fund Facility for Disaster Recovery (IMDFF-DR)

A review of the IMDFF-DR was recently conducted following the first round of 
programming.  The review identified lessons learned and opportunities to strengthen the 
process of developing joint UN disaster recovery programmes through the Facility.  Key 
findings of the review were for the IMDFF-DR to: adopt a programmatic approach 
(bridging supply and demand); broaden and make more flexible the scope of the facility; 
and, apply a more streamlined and flexible process.  The findings of the review will form 
the basis of a business change process in order to ensure comprehensive and effective 
international support for all stages of disaster recovery in Indonesia. 

The IMDFF-DR was established as the mechanism to manage international assistance 
for disaster recovery in Indonesia. This Government initiative is supported by the UN and 
the World Bank. The IMDFF-DR is designed to be a standing facility that can be activated 
to receive funds for several disaster events and is currently being applied to meet the 
recovery needs of communities relating to two disaster events in October 2010 – the Mt. 

 Merapi eruption and a tsunami in Mentawai.
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For further information, please contact:  
Rajan Gengaje, Head of Office a.i., gengaje@un.org, Tel. (+62) 21 3141308 ext. 215 
Denis Okello, Reporting & Public Information Officer, okellod@un.org, Tel. (+62) 811 9105847 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 
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Heavy and continuous rains triggered a cold lava �ood from Mt. 
Gamalama (North Sulawesi) on 9 May 2012, leaving four people dead, 
15 injured and six missing. The �ood also temporarily displaced 930 
people, destroyed 15 houses and two bridges,and caused serious 
damage to 70 houses. 

The rains also caused some �ash �ooding in West Java, inundation in 
Bali, and landslides in Aceh and Central Java.The landslides in Aceh cut 
o� some roads and temporarily a�ected access to a few districts.
Whirlwinds were also prominent during the reporting period. Particu-
larly a�ected was North Sumatra, where the whirlwinds caused serious 
damage to a total of 397 houses and two elementary schools across 11 
sub-districts.

Indonesia Humanitarian Snapshot (May 2012)

The number of natural disaster incidents in May was the lowest since January 2012
Floods and landslides a�ected the highest number of people – 1,645

Indonesia

This snapshot is prepared based on information 
provided by UN agencies, INGOs, ASEAN, the 
Meteorology, Climatology and Geophysics Agency 
(Badan Meteorologi, Klimatologi dan Geo�sika  
BMKG), the National Disaster Management Agency 
(Badan Nasional Penanggulangan Bencana  BNPB), 
the Ministry of Health (MoH), and media reports.

UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Indonesia
Menara Thamrin 10th Fl., Jl. M.H. Thamrin No.3, Jakarta 10250 
Tel. 62 21 314 1308, Fax. 62 21 319 00 003

Whirlwinds

Landslides

Floods

7 Events
25 Casualties or Missing
627  Displaced and A�ected

7 Events
16 Casualties or Missing
1,018 Displaced and 

A�ected

10 Events
1 Casualties or Missing
121  Displaced and A�ected

Disclaimers:
The designations employed and the presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Number of Disaster events in Province 

Landslides and �ash �oods triggered by continuous rains occurred in Bengkulu, South 
Kalimantan, South Sulawesi and Central Java. Save for short-lived inundation of an elementary 
school in Pinrang District (South Sulawesi), light damage to three houses in Muneng village of 
Candiroto Sub-District (Central Java), and temporary disruption to water supply in Bulayak 
village (South Kalimantan), there were no major humanitarian consequences.

Volcanic activity on Mt. Lokon has now eased. Activity on the crater heightened between 24 
April (when it �rst spewed ash high into the sky) and 1 May (when it last emitted ash). The 
mountain remains at Alert Level III. Meanwhile, decreasing volcanic activity on Mt. Semeru 
prompted PVMBG to lower its Alert status from Level III to Level II on 2 May.

Heavy and continuous rains triggered landslides in West Java and Banten. 
In West Java, landslides cut o� roads between two sub-districts. No 
casualties were reported. In Banten one casualty and severe damage to a 
number of houses were reported. Two districts in North Sumatra were 
also a�ected. There were no casualties or damage to houses or public 
buildings. 

West Java and East Java were a�ected by whirlwinds during the reporting 
period. There were no reports of serious damage to houses. Two people 
were killed following the strong wind in East Java. 

Volcanic activity of Mount Karangetang and Mount Lokon in North 
Sulawesi increased. However, the volcanoes subsequently showed 
decreased activity over the weekend. Both volcanoes remain at Alert 
Level III. 

Heavy and continuous rains in several parts of Indonesia as a result of a 
tropical cyclone Sanvu, triggered �oods and landslides in East Kalimantan, 
West Java, South Sulawesi, West Nusa Tenggara, and Maluku. The �oods 
and landslides claimed four lives in East Kalimantan, eight in West Java and 
seven in Maluku. Another two people were missing in West Nusa Tenggara. 
A number of houses were damaged. No displacement was reported. Local 
authorities responded su�ciently to the populations a�ected and did not 
request any international assistance.

Mount Dukono in North Maluku erupted on 25 May spewing ash up to 
2,000 metres into the sky. The eruption did not trigger any evacuations. 
Furthermore, The Centre for Volcanology and Geological Hazard Mitigation 
(PVMBG) increased alert level of Mount Soputan in North Sulawesi from II to 
III on 28 May following increased volcanic activity over the past few days. 
Currently there are four volcanoes at alert level III and 16 at level II. 

Volcano Eruption
1 Event
192  Displaced and A�ected 


