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• The northern Ethiopia 
conflict has had a heavy 
toll on affected 
communities in Afar and 
Amhara regions. Several 
hundreds of thousands 
of people have been 
uprooted from their 
homes in search of 
safety and assistance.     
 

• Communities affected by 
the conflict in Afar and 
Amhara lack access to 
basic and vital services 
such as health, nutrition 
and education due to the 
widespread damage and 
looting suffered by the 
ongoing conflict. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

   
 

Multi-sectoral humanitarian needs have 
increased in Afar and Amhara regions  

The humanitarian context in Afar and Amhara regions has drastically deteriorated since the 
spillover of the conflict in Tigray in July 2021. Prior to this conflict, both regions had already 
significant humanitarian needs due to drought, flooding, conflict, and disease outbreaks as 
per the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan Mid-Year Review (see full document here: 
https://bit.ly/3zYsmBo). At present, there are at least 3.7 million food-insecure people 
requiring assistance in Amhara Region alone according to WFP.   
The conflict in northern Ethiopia has had a heavy toll on affected communities. Several 
hundreds of thousands of people in Afar and Amhara regions were uprooted from their 
homes in search of safety and assistance. The vast majority of the displaced have been 
living with the host community, while others were sheltered in IDP sites, including in schools 
with minimal assistance.  There are currently 57 IDP sites across Amhara Region alone.   
Conflict-driven displacements continue to be reported to this day. For example, Afar regional 
authorities informed of an increased influx of IDPs fleeing the ongoing conflict in Abala, 
Afdera and Berhale to Erebti Town since end December 2021. There are currently more 
than 50,000 IDPs across three IDP sites, namely in Urukdi, Gube and Erebti. A joint UNDSS-
UNOCHA road security assessment that started on 13 January and which is expected to 
cover accessible areas in Abala, Afdera and Berhale, will likely pave the way for 
humanitarian access to the IDP sites to conduct needs assessment and mobilize an 
adequate response. Meanwhile in Amhara, some 130,000 IDPs fled conflict-affected areas 
and are currently sheltered in North Gonder Zone, according to IOM’s Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM) data. According to DTM, the region hosts at least 900,000 IDPs 
displaced from different regions of the country, including Oromia and Benishangul Gumuz 
regions who are sheltering primarily in Debark and North Shewa zones.  New IDP arrivals 
are reported weekly, albeit in smaller numbers so far. 
Communities affected by the conflict lack access to basic and vital services such as health, 
nutrition and education due to the widespread damage and looting suffered by the ongoing 
conflict. In Amhara, at least 40 hospitals, 453 health centers and 1,850 health posts were 
damaged and/or looted. Similarly, more than 3,082 primary and secondary schools are 
partially damaged and/or looted, while an additional 1,025 primary and secondary schools 
are fully damaged affecting 1.9 million students and disrupting the livelihood of 117,000 
teachers. This constitutes 42 per cent of the schools in the region. To date, several conflict-
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• While the humanitarian 
response has not been up 
to the required scale 
during the initial months of 
the conflict mainly due to 
insecurity, low presence 
of humanitarian partners, 
limited financial 
resources, and lack of 
access due to 
bureaucratic 
impediments, partners 
have been scaling up 
assistance in both regions 
in recent months as more 
areas have become 
accessible, although still 
insignificant compared to 
the dire need.  
 

• The impact of the drought 
in eastern and southern 
Ethiopia has extended to 
at least 11 administrative 
zones across three 
regions, namely Somali 
(six zones), Oromia (four 
zones) and Southern 
Nations, Nationalities, and 
Peoples – SNNP (one 
zone) regions. 
 

 
 

 
 

affected cities in Amhara have not had electricity or running water restored, some since July.  
It is estimated that 100,000 liters of fuel is needed during January to ensure water through 
pumps in North Wollo and Wag Hemra zones alone.  
In Afar, the conflict led to the damage of 203 schools including 32 per cent completely 
damaged, affecting more than 150,000 students. The impact on the health system is also 
significant. At least 91 health facilities (1 hospital, 23 health centers and 67 health posts) 
have been looted and damaged in Zones 1, 4 and 5 as of 16 December. 
While the humanitarian response has not been up to the required scale during the initial 
months of the conflict mainly due to insecurity, low presence of humanitarian partners, 
limited financial resources, and lack of access due to bureaucratic impediments, partners 
have been scaling up assistance in both regions in recent months as more areas have 
become accessible, although still insignificant compared to the dire need. The health 
systems in Amhara and Afar regions require partners’ active engagement to ensure 
availability of emergency and basic health services, the deployment of additional Mobile 
Health and Nutrition Teams (MHNT), the rehabilitation of damaged health facilities and the 
strengthening of referral linkages. Reports of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) 
and of child protection (CP) cases also suggests the need to scale up protection and mental 
health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) interventions. In Amhara, 4 million farmers are 
affected by the conflict. The Agriculture Cluster is targeting 1.5 million farmers/304,000 
households in accessible areas, but lack of funding and inadequate partner presence is 
challenging the response. There are significant gaps to address the multi-sectoral needs in 
both Amhara and Afar regions.  
It should be noted that while there have been improvements in the security situation in 
Amhara and parts of Afar since December 2021, the conflict continues in several areas 
bordering Tigray, including Abala preventing humanitarian access. Needs in these areas 
remain very high, with malnutrition levels well above emergency thresholds. In Sekota, for 
example, malnutrition rates are reportedly high with proxy Global Acute Malnutrition rate of 
81 per cent, with a similar concern in East Amhara and Waghemra zones. There is an 
ongoing nutrition assessment led by the Regional Health Bureau to identity areas with critical 
nutrition needs 
 

Expanding drought is severely affecting 11 
zones across Somali, Oromia and SNNP 
regions.  
The depth and extent of the drought 
in southern and south-eastern 
pastoralist and agro-pastoralist 
areas in Ethiopia are becoming 
more apparent as more 
assessments are conducted. A 
recent assessment by the Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
revealed that by December 2021, 
the impact of the drought had 
extended to at least 11 
administrative zones across three 
regions, namely Somali (six zones), 
Oromia (four zones) and Southern 
Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples 
– SNNP (one zone) regions. Most 
of these areas have received below 
55 per cent of normal rainfall during 
the October-December rainy 
season, while some others 
received between 55 and 70 per 
cent of normal rainfall (see map/Figure 1).  

Figure 1 Percent of normal rainfall, October - December 
2021. 
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• The number of livestock 
dying of lack of food and 
water is staggering and 
increasing by the day. A 
rough estimation had put 
the number at 68,000 in 
November, and at 172, 
000 one month later 
(95,000 in Oromia, 67,000 
in Somali and 10, 000 in 
SNNPR). An additional 2 
million livestock across 
the three regions are at 
risk of dying and in need 
of emergency feed, water, 
and vaccination.  
   
 

• Overall, the drought is 
currently affecting the 
livelihood of some 4 
million people across the 
drought-affected areas. 
 
 

• The Government of 
Ethiopia along with 
humanitarian partners are 
mobilizing multi-sector 
responses with some 
funds allocated by the 
Government and donors. 
However, the allocated 
funds remain insufficient 
in the face of existing and 
growing needs. 

 
 

 
 

According to the FAO report, the drought is having a devastating impact on the lives and 
livelihood of affected communities. The number of livestock dying of lack of animal feed and 
water is staggering and increasing by the day. A rough estimation had put the number at 
68,000 in November, and at 172,000 one month later in December (95,000 in Oromia, 
67,000 in Somali and 10, 000 in SNNPR). An additional 2 million livestock across the three 
regions are at risk of dying and in need of emergency feed, water, and vaccination. Overall, 
the drought is currently affecting the livelihood of some 4 million people across the drought-
affected areas. 
The death of livestock, which is the main source of livelihood and nutrition for pastoralist 
communities, has a direct impact on the worsening food insecurity of the population. As 
reported in the last Humanitarian Bulletin two weeks ago, a nutrition screening conducted in 
December 2021 by the Regional Health Bureau in Somali Region, which is one of the most 
affected regions, had revealed a proxy Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate of 18 per cent, 
higher than the global threshold of 15 per cent. The body condition of surviving livestock is 
also weak and emaciated with no or little milk production. Livestock market value has also 
significantly dropped as animals are not fit for sale at the markets, denying or significantly 
decreasing these families’ income source. Pastoralists are taking exceptional measures to 
save their livestock, including covering additional distance in search of water and pasture.  
During a meeting with humanitarian partners on 13 January, the Somali Regional Disaster 
Risk Management Bureau reported an unusual migration in the region and noted that more 
than 17,305 households with a total of 1.4 million livestock have migrated from the drought 
stricken Dollo, Jerer, Korahey and Nogob zones to the better-off Fafan Zone (Somali 
Region) in search of water and pasture. Several livestock have reportedly died along the 
way, especially cattle, sheep, and goats.  Similarly, thousands of people were reportedly 
displaced from the drought-hit Borena Zone over the past weeks in search of pasture and 
water. According to FAO, such congregation of large number of sickly livestock increases 
the risk of outbreak of endemic livestock disease. There are already unconfirmed reports of 
sick animals depicting signs of Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia while in SNNPR some 
animals showed signs of Trypanosomiasis in many areas. The congregation of people with 
their livestock in  
Water scarcity is at 
an alarming level 
requiring scaled-up 
water trucking 
support. In Somali 
Region, more than 
1,141 sites require 
water trucking 
support and water 
trucking is currently 
ongoing in 786 
kebeles across 71 
woredas in 10 
zones. Of 487 
boreholes in the 
region, at least 87 
boreholes are 
dysfunctional. In 
Oromia’s East Bale Zone, an OCHA-led inter-agency multi-sectoral rapid assessment 
between 20 and 22 December revealed that 151,956 people were in need of emergency 
water trucking, while the average drinking water coverage stood at only 45.5 per cent. Of 
the 350 schools in the zone, 85 per cent do not have access to water or school feeding 
programs. Consequently, an estimated 36,200 students are affected by school closures and 
absenteeism due to pastoral migration as well as lack of running drinking water at schools 
and feeding support programs.  
Water scarcity is also affecting the health of the population. In Borena Zone of Oromia for 
example, health partners reported an increase in water-related diseases such as diarrhea, 
dysentery and scabies cases. Water scarcity also impacts COVID-19 prevention efforts, 
including washing hands and maintaining acceptable hygiene standards.   

Figure 2 Water trucking support to drought-affected people in Kohle site in 
Afder Zone, Somali Region. Photo credit: Somali Region Disaster Risk 
Management Bureau. 
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• When the Hagayya (the 
short season rain) failed 
to materialize in 
September 2021, the 
elders of the small 
village of Lafto in 
Dubuluk Woreda of the 
Borena Zone, Oromia 
region gathered and did 
their rituals, hoping and 
praying that the rain will 
come, but it didn’t. Soon, 
the Ellas (ponds) began 
to dry up. The 
community’s worst fear 
became a reality…Bona 
(drought) struck again.   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

There are indications that the next rainy season in March 2022 may also be well below 
normal, making it the fourth consecutive failed season. Should this materialize, there will 
likely be complete exhaustion of milk production and increased livestock death in these 
areas unless mitigation and preparedness measures are taken.  
 

Urgent, flexible and timely funding needed to deliver assistance to drought-
affected people 
The Government of Ethiopia along with humanitarian partners are mobilizing multi-sector 
responses with some funds allocated by the Government and donors. However, the 
allocated funds remain insufficient in the face of existing and growing needs. Urgent, flexible 
and timely funding is needed to deliver assistance to the drought-affected population and to 
avert another major humanitarian crisis in Ethiopia. Urgently addressing lifesaving needs of 
people and protecting surviving animals is crucial, including food, water, healthcare, and a 
comprehensive assistance for livestock maintenance (feed, vaccination, destocking).  
While needs and requirements across all sectors will be revealed as more assessments are 
conducted, based on the recent FAO assessment, at least US$75 million is required to 
safeguard 480 000 core breading animals belonging to 240 000 households; treat 6 million 
livestock and vaccinate 8 million cattle and 14 million small ruminants belonging to 580,000 
households. The fund will inject more than US$5 million into the local economies through 
emergency slaughter destocking; rehabilitate at least 105 water points to benefit 10,000 
households and 300,000 head of livestock as well as support the production of 48,000 tons 
of fodder by 6,000 households.  

Stories of disaster-affected people 
 
“The community’s worst fear becomes a reality … Bona (drought) 
strikes again and the impact is devastating.” 
 
Original story by Demissew Bizuwork, UNICEF Ethiopia 
 
When the Hagayya (the short season rain) failed to materialize in September 2021, the 
elders of the small village of Lafto in Dubuluk Woreda of the Borena Zone, Oromia 
region, gathered and did their rituals, hoping and praying that the rain will come, but it 
didn’t. Soon, the Ellas (ponds) began to dry up. The community’s worst fear became a 
reality…Bona (drought) struck again. The village is now almost deserted with only a few 
women and children, two elderly men, and sick and weak cows left behind. The men 
took the cattle far away looking for water and pasture. One of the few people who 
remained behind is Bekeri Huqqa, mother of 6 children. “I lost 27 cows, I don’t know how 
we are going to survive,” she said, while helping her weak and bony calf to stand on its 
feet.  “I have never seen a Bona of such magnitude,” she continued. “If we don’t have 
our cattle how are we going make it?” she asks.  
 
Borena Zone is prone to recurrent drought. It is common to see Bona in Borena. But 
lately, its frequency and intensity are increasing. Nearly four months into the drought, 
malnutrition amongst children is increasing, which is not a common phenomenon in the 
community. The drought has also impacted the health, education and livelihood of local 
communities. The Government and partners are responding but it is not enough. 
Members of the community continue to cling to their hope of good rain next season. 
Read the full story at https://uni.cf/31UN9co  
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