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Event: Hunga Tonga & Hunga Ha'apai Volcanic Eruption 

Period: January-February 2022 

Tongatapu 

Emergency Relief Distribution 
 

 

Distribution team with the town officer of ‘Atata. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through the Prepositioning Stock Project, Caritas 

Tonga worked in partnership with the Tonga 

National Youth Congress in cooperation with the 

National Emergency Management Office (NEMO), 

and conducted an emergency relief items 

distribution to the affected areas and 

communities. These items included hygiene kits, 

buckets, jerry cans, kitchen wares, blankets and 

water purification kits. The distribution was 

operated under the direction of NEMO and their 

initial damage assessments that were made.  

These were the affected communities in which 

our emergency relief items were provided for: 

Kanokupolu – Hygiene Kit (66), ‘Ahau – Hygiene 

Kit (26), ‘Atata - Hygiene Kit (40), ‘Eueiki Hygiene 

Kit (20), Patangata – Hygiene Kit (100), Fasi moe 

Afi – Hygiene Kit (5) Kitchenware (4) blanket (20) 

bucket (4) Jerry Can (4), Front-liners – Hygiene Kit 

(15).  

 

 

 
 



  

 

  

 

 

 

Few photos that Caritas team were 

able to take during the distribution 

as affected places were restrcited 

as it was being contaminated. This 

was after the road and areas were 

being cleared. 

KANOKUPOLU VILLAGE, the most impacted village on 

the main island Tongatapu. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

The distribution team on the ground ensuring that relief 

items are being distributed to impacted communities. 



Water Response 

Following the volcanic eruption, one of the most needed and top priority necessities by the 

people of Tonga was the access to clean water. Caritas Tonga and the Tonga National Youth 

Congress were able to conduct a water response for the affected communities by the tsunami 

as well as other communities in which their water supplies were greatly affected by the dust 

from the volcanic eruption. A water purification station was installed in Kanokupolu and ‘Ahau. 

In the villages of Ma’ufanga, Siesia, Patangata, Folaha, Holonga, Sopu, Fahefa and Kolomotu’a, 

the team were able to clean the tanks/water refills in each community halls and churches in-

order for NEMO to then pumped in the clean water that were provided by foreign aids.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistance from the Catholic Parishes 

Bishop wrote a letter to all parishes in Tongatapu inviting parishioners to donate food ration 

and other households’ goods where possible to be distributed to affected populations. Caritas 

Tonga will be responsible for distributing those items, but since there’s heaps of foreign aids 

coming in since the disaster event, parishes are being informed to hold up collecting their relief 

assistance and Caritas Tonga team will then inform them of another appropriate time as this is 

an ongoing recovery for the whole of Tonga. The village of Sopu is part of Nuku’alofa Parish and 

it is located on the coastal area and was greatly impacted by the tsunami. Nuku’alofa Parish has 

collected food ration and other household goods and distributed it amongst the affected 

population of Sopu. Ma’ufanga Parish was also distributed some relief items that was collected 

from the parishioners in Patangata which was one of the impacted communities. 

  



Psychosocial Support Program 

Caritas Tonga deployed a Counselling team that of the Church to the village of Kanokupolu 

immediately after the disaster and provided counseling support to families that were 

traumatized by the events that occurred on January 15th. The team was led by Lead Counselor 

and supervisor Ms Sinalelea Fe’ao and the Hala ki ‘Emeasi Counseling team. The remaining of 

the communities and the Catholic Schools are yet to be completed due to Covid19 restrictions 

and also more collaboration with other relevant NGO’s are still undergoing ensuring that there 

is no duplications of program. 

 

Eua: 
  

The Caritas Committee in collaboration with the Parish Priest and church community of the Eua 

Parish provided assistance to the affected family in Ohonua. Again food, clothes were amongst 

the many necessities that were provided for the affected families.  

  

Ha’apai: 
 

Similar to the emergency relief response made in Tonga, the Caritas Tonga Team worked 

alongside NEMO and the Tongan Red Cross in the distribution activities for the affected areas of 

Ha’apai in-order to ensure that aids were not duplicated along the lines. Hence, Caritas 

provided a total of 200 buckets and 200 Jerry cans to help with families abilities to collect clean 

water for themselves. Last week another batch of donations donated by the Parishes and the 

Caritas Tonga were loaded onto the Tongan Marine Ship and taken to the Ha'apai district in 

which consisted of water, food, petrol drums and 200 twenty liter buckets. The work into 

distributing these donations to the affected areas of Ha'apai that includes Mango, Fonoi. 

Nomuka, Tungua. would be carried out by the Parish Priest and the Caritas Committee of 

Ha'apai once the donations are cleared off the quarantined period instructed by the 

Government.  

 

 

 

 



Event: Response to the Covid-19 Crisis 

A total of 300 face masks and 20 liter buckets readied with a tap each were distributed to the 

red zone villages in which had positive cases of Covid-19. These items were distributed to a 

total of 20 community police stations in the villages of Pili, Halaano, Sopu, Fasi and Mataika 

with each station getting a bucket each and 15 face masks. These materials aided in further 

ensuring the safety of the community policemen who are true front-liners during the Covid 

crisis. Soaps and face masks were also distributed to the community police of the rest of the 

villages here in Tonga. 

 

 

 
 

  


