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This report was issued by the Office of the UN Resident Coordinator in Yemen. It covers the period from 10 September to 
13 September 2009. The next report will be issued on or around 16 September 2009. 
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II. Situation Overview

The security situation in Sa'ada remains extremely tense and volatile as clashes between Al Houthi groups and 
Yemeni security forces continue across the Governorate. Agencies' ability to provide assistance in the area is still 
hindered by insecurity, and information about conditions inside the conflict areas is still limited, although landlines 
have been reconnected since 10 September for a few hours per day. The Deputy Health Minister informed agencies 
on 13 September that the government is working towards establishing full connection of the telephones. New IDPs 
from Sa'ada are arriving in Hajjah since they have heard that assistance is available.  

The planned UN mission to Baqim via Saudi Arabia is still on hold pending the issuance of visas. Discussions are 
ongoing regarding the pre-positioning of stocks in Saudi Arabia to then be moved down into Sa'ada; the Minister of 
Health (who is also the Head of the Technical Committee) has advised that assessments or distribution of goods 
should not be conducted at this stage due to increased insecurity in the Baqim district.  
Continued security concerns in Khaiwan camp, Amran (see CCCM below) have prompted the Government to request 
that humanitarian agencies leave the site until issues with the local community are resolved. The delay has left the 
500 IDP families that were expecting to settle in the camp (mostly female-headed households) without access to 
assistance. The registration of IDPs in and around Khaiwan is expected to begin in the coming days; agencies are 
coordinating with local authorities to verify lists of some 8,000 IDPs across 11 locations in Amran. Civilians trapped in 
the conflict areas because of blocked roads are highly vulnerable and have little access to basic services.  

The humanitarian community estimates there to be around 150,000 IDPs; approximately 60 percent of whom are in 
Sa'ada Governorate. The majority of IDPs are not staying in camps; they are either with host families, scattered in 
open areas or staying in schools, barns, etc. There is no record of assistance having been provided to IDPs in Harf 
Sufyan up to now. 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
� The Yemen Flash Appeal, launched on 02 

September for US$23.75 million, has still not 
received any funding. Agencies are using reserve 
funds and the CERF to finance their activities. 

� The Director of OCHA New York arrived in Yemen 
on 11 September for a 4-day fact-finding mission. 
From 14 -15 September, he accompanied an inter-
agency mission to Al Mazrak camp in Hajjah 
governorate. 

� Continued security and land ownership concerns 
in Khaiwan site in Amran Governorate have 
prompted the Government to request that 
humanitarian agencies leave the site until issues 
with the local community are resolved. 

� The proposed UN mission to Baqim via Saudi 
Arabia is still on hold pending issuance of visas. 

� Registration figures in Sa'ada city have been 
verified, with a total of 4,798 families (33,586 
people) in Sa'ada town (not in camps).  

� Land lines have been reconnected in Sa'ada since 
10 September for a few hours per day. 

� On 14 September, Islamic Relief resumed 
distribution of WFP food to IDPs in Sa'ada town.
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III. Humanitarian Needs and Response

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM)  

Location� Name�of�the�camps� Beneficiaries� Lead�

Sa’ada city Three camps: 

Sam, Il Ihsa and Al Talh 

Approx. 1000 families ICRC & Yemeni Red 
Crescent Society 

Haradh (Hajah 
Governorate) 

One Camp:

Al Mazrak Camp 

Approx. 400 families UNHCR & Yemeni Red 
Crescent Society 

Khaiwan (Amran 
Governorate) 

One Camp:

Khaiwan Camp 

Capacity for 500 
families (not operational 
yet) 

UNHCR & Yemeni Red 
Crescent Society 

Registration figures in Sa'ada have been verified, with a total of 4,798 families (33,586 people) in Sa'ada town (not in 
camps). Some 2,798 families were registered by UN/INGOs, and 2,000 families registered according to Yemeni Red 
Crescent Society (YRCS).  

WFP, UNHCR, YRCS, and local authorities are verifying the registration lists of some 8,000 IDPs scattered across 11 
locations in Amran. Agencies are preparing to send staff and goods to the governorate. 

On 10 September, a Yemeni Red Crescent Society team preparing the Khaiwan site in Amran to receive IDPs 
(scheduled to arrive on 12 September) was fired at by members of the community who were protesting the 
establishment of the camp, and one tent was reportedly burned. This was the fifth shooting incident at the camp since 
the preparation of the site began. No injuries were reported and all staff are safe. UNHCR has again discussed the 
security of the camp site with the Minister of Health, who agreed to raise the matter with the relevant authorities.  

Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFIs)  
An additional warehouse has been secured in Sana’a to receive stocks. Vessels transporting non-food items (NFIs) 
from Dubai are expected to arrive in the next day or so, carrying 25,000 blankets, 6,000 kitchen sets, 6,000 plastic 
sheets and 300 tents. Further shipments of NFIs will arrive around 22 September. The level of warehouse stocks in 
Sa'ada remains the same as access issues are still hindering their distribution. 

Several INGOs are assisting with the distribution of UN goods in Al Jawf, where the UN has limited access. UNHCR 
has released 2,000 (10 litre) jerry cans to MSF Spain for distribution, and ADRA has submitted requests for 
assistance with food from WFP and NFIs from UNHCR for some 300 families in the Governorate. The registration list 
submitted by the local authorities in Al Jawf will be verified by ADRA.

Food
On 13 September, Islamic Relief began the distribution of WFP food supplies for 2798 IDP families (19,586 people) in
Sa'ada town, where distributions had previously been on hold due to insecurity in the area. Families will benefit from 
regular 5-item food baskets, including cereals, pulses, oil, sugar, and salt in addition to an in-kind contribution of 
dates. In addition to the 935 mt that WFP has in stock in Sa'ada, on 10 September a shipment of 40 mt of wheat 
arrived from Sana'a through Al Jawf. 

Following the completion of the first round of distributions to all registered families in Al Mazrak camp and the 
surrounding area (12,404 persons), WFP began distributing the second cycle on 12 September. Families are 
therefore receiving a second month's food rations; new families who have arrived over the past few days will receive 
food for the first time. So far, 7,875 persons have benefitted from 78.9 mt of food during the second cycle in Hajjah. 

Following a meeting with the Deputy Governor in Al Jawf on 9 September, WFP is coordinating with ADRA, MSF 
Spain, and Islamic Relief for the registration and verification of IDPs and the immediate dispatch of food items. Teams 
have been on the ground since 13 September, and it is hoped that distributions will begin as soon as the registrations 
have been verified. 
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�
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)
ICRC, in partnership with the YRCS, is continuing to provide assistance on water and sanitation to 6,500 IDPs in the 
3 camps inside Sa’ada city. Security constraints are currently preventing them from reaching affected communities 
settled outside the town. ICRC is also supplying fuel at the Baqim settlement so that the water pumps can be run from 
boreholes.  

UNICEF is providing 10L/capita/day of safe drinking water inside Al-Mazrak camp. Additional toilets are being 
constructed, but washing facilities and hygiene promotion activities are still needed in the camp. 500 trash cans have 
been distributed and the local council is collecting waste on a daily basis. The WASH cluster will perform an 
assessment during the coming week in order to identify gaps and ensure coordination on WASH issues inside and 
outside the camp.  

Oxfam has established an agreement with a local water supplier for the provision of water to Khaiwan (Amran) once 
the camp starts to receive families, and has partnered with the local NGO, Soul for WASH, to implement activities in 
the camp. The ICRC is providing water in schools, supporting medical centers and public places around Khaiwan 
town.

An estimated 12,000 IDPs are in several districts across Al Jawf Governorate. Several INGOs (MSF Spain, ADRA 
and Islamic Relief) have performed a multi-sector assessment and plan to provide assistance on WASH to IDPs in Al 
Jawf.  

Health and Nutrition 
No outbreaks have been reported from any of the affected areas. On 11 September, WHO Yemen received surgical 
supplies for 400 major surgical operations, medical supplies for a population of 20,000 for three months and 
diarrhoeal disease treatment medicines for 1500 patients of severe and moderate dehydration. The surgical supplies 
were donated by the Italian Government and the medicines were procured using some of the CERF funds received in 
July 2009. The medicines and surgical supplies will be provided through the Ministry of Public Health and Population 
to support mobile medical teams and hospitals in the conflict-affected areas.  

Six mobile medical teams from the Ministry of Public Health and Population are being supported by WHO to provide 
essential primary health care services in the conflict area. The mobile teams from Amran provided medical 
consultations to 665 patients over a period of 10 days. In Al Jawf Governorate from 2-7 September, mobile health 
units treated 582 patients.  

UNICEF supplies for nutrition are available with the Health Mobile Teams. The process for treatment of severe 
malnutrition is now functional in Haradh; Plumpinut is being distributed by the mobile clinic and severe cases are 
being referred to the District Hospital.

From 7-9 September, 162 children under-five were screened for malnutrition in Al Mazrak camp using Middle Upper 
Arm Circumference (MUAC).  Some 21 percent of children were found to have acute malnutrition and 8.6 percent  
were severely acutely malnourished (the national rate is 3 percent). These children were treated by the Ministry of 
Health mobile teams by providing them Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) and the necessary drugs. The 
Ministry of Health is sending two mobile teams every day with one doctor trained on the management of severely 
acute malnutrition, and local health authorities will assign an additional trained health staff to the team for weekly 
follow up.

The Director of Haradh District Hospital has agreed to set up a Therapeutic Feeding Center (TFC) for in-patient 
management of complicated acute malnutrition cases, since the closest TFC is two hours away in Hajja governorate 
hospital.

Protection & Education 

The delay in opening Khaiwan camp in Amran has left the 500 IDP families that were expecting to settle in the camp 
(mostly female-headed households) without access to assistance. The registration of IDPs outside Khaiwan is 
expected to begin in the coming days in order to provide them with protection and assistance. 

UNICEF provided water tankering and latrine facilities for the Child Friendly Spaces in Al Mazrak camp, Hajjah. 
Recreational materials and toys have reached the camp and the tent-to-tent distributions began on 13 September. 
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The materials include 500 A-4 Drawing books,  500 skipping ropes; 8 footballs with pumps, 250 domino sets; 210 
dolls, 70 sets of plastic animals, 140 plastic trucks and 70 packs of balloons 

IV. Funding & Coordination

Agencies continue to coordinate with authorities in Amran and Sa’ada to avoid the duplication of assistance to IDPs. 
At a meeting in Sana'a on 8 September, UNHCR, ICRC and WFP outlined their geographical interventions. The 
following day, UNHCR and ICRC met in Amran to clarify their coverage areas and avoid duplication in their respective 
lists. 

The Yemen Flash Appeal, launched on 2 September for US$23.75 million, has still not received any funding as of 10 
September.  Agencies are using reserve funds to finance their activities. 

All humanitarian aid is tracked through the Financial Tracking Service (FTS) and is reliant on information provided by donors 
and recipient agencies. Please inform FTS of all contributions (cash and in-kind) by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int

VI. Contacts

UNRC, Sana’a: 
Ms. Pratibha Mehta, Resident Coordinator for Yemen 
pratibha.mehta@undp.org • + 967 71 222 2200 

OCHA, Cairo:
Mr. Abdul Haq Amiri, Head of OCHA Regional Office  
amiri@un.org • + 20 16 861 5339 

OCHA, New York: 
Ms. Stephanie Bunker, Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
bunker@un.org • + 1 917 892 1679 

OCHA, New York:
Mr. Charles Bernimolin, Coordination and Response Division 
bernimolin@un.org • + 1 917 640 6399 

OCHA, Sana’a: 
Mr. Carlos Geha, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
gehac@un.org • +967 712 222 206 

OCHA, Geneva: 
Ms. Elisabeth Byrs, Spokesperson and Public Information 
Officer 
byrs@un.org • +41 79 473 4570

All situation reports from OCHA and individual agencies can also be found on OCHA’s website for 
humanitarian information on complex emergencies and natural disasters: http://www.reliefweb.int/

Cluster Requirement Funding US$ % Funded 

FOOD  5,300,000 0 0% 

SHELTER & NFIs 5,139,235 0 0% 

WATER & SANITATION 4,500,000 0 0% 

NUTRITION 2,495,000 0 0% 

HEALTH 2,300,000 0 0% 

PROTECTION 1,780,765 0 0% 

EMERGENCY EDUCATION 1,410,000 0 0% 

AGRICULTURE 700,000 0 0% 

COORDINATION 125,000 0 0% 

Grand Total (US$) 23,750,000 0 0% 


