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Preamble  
 
Middle Shabelle administrative region in southern Somalia it is named after the 
river Shabelle that passes through this region. 
The region is principally inhabited by various sub-clans of the Somali Mudulood 
clan, most notably the Abgaal. Other Mudulood sub clans that live in this region 
include the Moobleen and Hiilebi. However, the Abgaal sub-clans are the 
predominant clan in Middle Shabelle. 
There are also members of the non-Somali ethnic minority Bantu group 
(Kaboole). The regional consists of seven districts: Jowhar – the regional capital, 
Bal’ad, Adale, Adan yabal, Warsheikh, Runirgon and Mahaday. 
The region supports livestock production, rain-fed and gravity irrigated agriculture 
and fisheries, with an annual rainfall between 150 and 500 millimeters covering 
an area of approximately 60,000 square kilometers, the region has a 400 km 
coastline on Indian Ocean. 
Middle Shabelle is an administrative region in southern Somalia comprised of 
seven districts- Jowhar (the regional capital), Bal’ad, Adale, Adanyabal, 
Warsheikh, Mahaday and Runnirgod. It is bordered by the Somali regions of 
Banadir and Lower Shabelle to the south, Hiiraan to the west and Galgadud to 
the north, as well as the Indian Ocean to the east with coastline of 400kilometers. 
Inexpensively, the region is dependent on livestock and agriculture as the two 
main sources of income. 
 
Warsheikh  is a town in the Middle Shabelle region in Somalia. It is located on 
the coast north of Mogadishu and is an important religious center for the SUFI 
Somali Muslims. 
Most of the population is Celi Cumar Galmaax, which forms a part of the 
Wabudhan Abgal clan. 
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The Warsheikh People are quiet and respectful and their Economy depends on 
Fishing Since Somalis 14% is like that, The natural ports of Ceel Macaan and 
Ceel Cadde which located in the district were the main gates for the incoming 
and out going goods of Somalia, likewise Cisiley airport during the decade and 
half, when Mogadishu air and seaport were closed. 
 
Bal'ad  is one of the districts of Middle Shabelle region of Somalia. It is located 
about 36 kilometers northeast of the capital city of Mogadishu, it has an area of 
4,400 square kilometers (1,700 sq mi) with an estimated population of 480,000. 
Most of the population is Mataan Abdulle, part of Wabudhan from Abgaal clan of 
Hawiye. 
The district passes one of the Somalia's permanent rivers Shabelle which passes 
through the city of Bal-ad, nevertheless neighbors the Indian Ocean and has a 
long coast of about 70 km. The district is famous for agriculture, livestock and 
marine resources. Bal'ad has one the nature reserves of the country which is 
located on the eastern bank of the Shabelle River. The principal trees of the 
riverine forest include Acacia elatior, Ficus sycamorus, Garcinia livingstonei, 
Mimusops fruticosa and Tamarindus indica, while the surrounding scrub consists 
of more stunted Acacia nilotica with a dense undergrowth of herbs and tall 
grasses.The reserve included a field-centre which, from 1985 to 1990, burning, 
cutting and grazing within the site was controlled and there were some signs of 
recovery of the forest and an increase in wildlife populations. 
 
RURAL LIVELIHOOD  
 
Due to the lack of GU and Deyr seasons of rainfall in 2010 proceeded by low and 
infrequent rainfalls in 2008 and 2009, most parts of South Central regions of 
Somalia including Middle Shabelle faced harsh droughts that threatened the lives 
of communities and their livestock across the region.  
Lack of GU and Dayr rainy seasons in 2010 led to one of the worst droughts in 
the history of Middle Shabelle region, Somalia. These droughts severely affected 
the two main sources of livelihood in the region which are livestock and 
agriculture, leading to constant food shortages and substantial loss of livestock. 
As per the findings of this assessment analysis, an estimated 73,778 households 
(around 442,668 individuals most of them children, women and elderly) 
were directly affected by droughts in the region. Having lost large segments of 
their livestock and missed two consecutive harvests, drought-stricken 
communities in the area have no access to adequate food or drinking water, 
leaving them on the verge of starvation. Stressed and hopeless, some individuals 
have committed suicide, a shocking and alien phenomenon in Middle Shabelle of 
the 7 districts in Middle Shablle are mostly affected by droughts including Adalle, 
Warsheikh, Runnirgon, Balad and AdanYabal, Jowhar and Mahaday aridity areas 
both west and east which denied agro-pastoralists an opportunity to use the river 
water for farmland irrigation or sustaining the lives of their livestock. Due to 
droughts, communities reported the loss of about 602, 273 herds of livestock 
comprising of Camels (41,869), Cattle (81,645), Goat (277,608), Sheep 
(200,426), and Donkeys (725).  
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Most livestock died in 19 villages that fall under the citizenry of Runnirgod, Aden 
yabal, Adale and Mahaday districts. 
No considerable livestock losses were reported in the districts agro-pastoralists 
continue to grow crop in some areas using the Shabelle river water. However, 
residents in these two districts are overwhelmed with large numbers of their 
relatives who joined them after losing livestock. In sum, an emergency food 
distribution, provision of safe drinking water through water trucking and 
medication is urgently needed to prevent a wide scale humanitarian catastrophe 
that would inevitably hit Middle Shabelle if no immediate action is taken in the 
next month or days. Somali People Displacement and Development 
Organization (SOPDDO)  would be pleased to assist all involved humanitarian 
actors who desire to help the suffering communities across Middle Shabelle and 
other regions in south central Somalia. 
Apart from livestock, agriculture is the second largest income source for the 
communities in Middle Shabelle. Unfortunately, almost all farms are rain-fed 
since the Shabelle River does not pass through most villages in the region. The 
lack of adequate rain in the Dayr season of 2010 coupled with lack of access to 
river water, left farmers unable to irrigate their farms and grow crops, thereby 
missing two consecutive harvests. As a coping mechanism, some farmers begun 
consuming the crops they have saved from previous seasons, if any. 
Unfortunately, the available crops for consumption are far less than the required 
amount to sustain the lives of suffering communities in Middle Shabelle. Indeed, 
many families revealed that they have exhausted whatever crops they had for 
feeding their families, reporting chronic food shortages. 
Communities had to feed their livestock a portion of their essential food items 
such as Maize and Sorghum due to the lack of animal fodder, which further 
contributed to food shortages in the region. 
To add insult to injury, food prices are on the raise throughout Middle Shabelle as 
the demand grows high. During the assessment, food prices remained as 
follows: 
96% of survey respondents have described these prices as extremely high, 
claiming that their families are not in a financial position to buy these much 
needed food items. Communities’ purchasing powers were severely neglected by 
a number of variables such as the inability to sell their livestock and the lack of 
excess crops for selling. 
 

SPECIFIC ASSESMENT OBJECTIVES  
 

 Visit all districts and villages in Middle Shabelle to interview local communities 
and assess the effect of droughts on their livelihoods and their coping 
mechanisms. 

 Identify urgent priority needs of drought affected communities across the 
region. 

 Identify possible long-term interventions that have the potential to reverse the 
affects of future droughts on the communities in Middle Shabelle. 

 Feed local and international humanitarian actors with information pertaining to 
the situation in Middle Shabelle and other regions in Somalia so they can 
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design projects that have the potential to make address the priority needs of 
communities in Middle Shabelle. 

 Observe security situation and risks for possible humanitarian operations. 
 

 
SURVEY METHODOLOGY 
 

The team has utilized the following methodology through community entry  
1) Focus group  
2) Religious group  
3) Elder community 
4) Local authority  
5) Women group  
6) Grass root people from the community parties  

 

To acquire meaningful and accurate data, the assessment team used both 
qualitative and quantitative methods for data collection. Quantitatively, a survey 
questionnaire was developed and administered to a sample population of 176 
respondents that were selected from all villages representing the six districts of 
Middle Shabelle. In addition to that, the assessment team conducted a series of 
in-depth interviews with different tactics of the society such as the elders, 
women, youth groups and business people. Given the wide scope of the 
stakeholders, a variety of interview methods were utilized. These included urgent 
situation meetings in visited villages and arranged sessions in Mogadishu-Somali 
the head quarter of SOPDDO organization. 
Following the data acquisition period, the SOPDDO team had called together to 
analyze the data by looking at general themes and specific case that come out 
through the questionnaire and interviews, the team compiled or accumulated this 
report that captures their findings. 
The data gathering process took a series of 12 days, commencing on January 3rd 
and ending on January 14th 2011. 
 
 
SURVEY ANALYSIS  
   
As survey data revealed, livestock losses are the greatest in the villages that fall 
under Warsheikh, Bal’ad, Adale, Adanyabal, and Run-nirgod districts of Middle 
Shabelle, since the Shabelle river doesn’t pass through most of these districts. 
Jowhar and Mahaday districts, with about 45 villages, appear to be severely 
affected by droughts excluding the villages which are situated the river banks as 
people in these areas stay alive on confidentially owned farms and have easy 
access to river water, which made their livestock far less vulnerable to droughts.  
 
The assessment team concluded that Middle Shabelle is experiencing the worst 
droughts in recent history following the failure of GU and Deyr rainy seasons in 
2010. As per the assessment findings, current droughts have a deep impact on 
the following areas: 
  
� Livestock 
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� Food Security and Livelihood 
� Population Movement 
� Health 
 
The assessment team has learnt several drought-related suicide cases. In one of 
these cases, a man attempted to sell a large portion of his livestock in Jowhar 
district. However, after a few days in the market, he failed to sell his livestock and 
therefore headed back to his village. As he arrived, dozens of his Camel and 
Goats have died for the lack of adequate fodder and water consequently, the 
frustrated pastoralist took out his knife and punched several holes in his 
stomach, which led to his eventual death. 
 
Cattle, goats and Sheep are the worst victims of the ongoing droughts with 
reported deaths of 265,700 and 190,345 respectively in 89 studied villages, and 
as well as. Unable to buy a grazing land which costs $ 500 per hectares across 
Middle Shabelle or fodder which costs $2- $3.5 per punch, the pastoralist 
communities in Middle Shabelle were forced to choose between two bitter 
options either watchs their livestock dying in the open or migrate to better off 
districts, in search of pasture to feed their livestock or join their relatives for 
survival. Besides, pastoralists are unable to sell their livestock in local markets 
due to abundant supply of livestock, poor condition of livestock were the majority 
are underweighted or suffer from drought induced diseases, and the lack of 
interested buyers who are require to get livestock amid pervasive droughts. All 
these factors contributed to livestock prices falling sharply. During the study 
period, livestock prices averaged in Middle Shabelle as follows: 
 
• Cost of 1 Cattle: $ 15 
• Cost of 1 Goat: $ 5 to $ 6.5, depending on animal condition 
• Cost of 1 Sheep: $ 2 to $ 3 
 
LIVESTOCK MORTALITY  
 
Droughts converted the otherwise greenery Middle Shabelle into an arid zone, 
with no adequate areas for grazing. The lack of adequate rainfall caused poor 
pasture growth which led livestock to die in scores. In all villages and areas 
visited during this study, the assessment team reported that insufficient levels of 
fodder and water led to chronic weight loss and increased deaths among stock.  
During the assessment survey, the team recorded up to 409,393 livestock deaths 
in 18 visited villages 71 were telephoned as a direct result of droughts, 
 
INHABITANTS MOVEMENTS 
 
A key feature observed by the assessment committee is a sharp increase in the 
number of people who are migrating from the areas mostly affected by droughts. 
The majority belong to the pastoralist community who are heading to relatively 
secure districts within Middle Shabelle and Banadir regions, in search of animal 
fodder and water to keep their livestock alive. After losing their livestock, a 
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number of families reportedly migrated to Lower Shabelle, hoping that they will 
receive a helping hand from their relatives. Others have decided on to construct 
makeshift rudimentary shelters on the outskirts of Warshiekh, which lack the 
basic necessities of life. 
Due to limited resources, it was troublesome to track the population movement in 
all districts. 
Therefore, the assessment team decided to study the number of families who 
reportedly migrated from 28 villages that fall under the constituency of Warshiekh 
Balad and Jowhar. An estimated 8,523 families abandoned their homes in these 
villages to urban cities such as Washiekh and Jowhar since the affects of 
droughts were felt in Middle Shabelle.  
 
HEALTH SITUATION  
 
Middle Shabelle lacked adequate health facilities since 1991 when the central 
Somali government has collapsed. Recent droughts compounded this sad reality, 
adding another toll to already worsening health situation among the population of 
Middle Shabelle. 
The assessment team has observed that thousands of people are severely 
under-weighted since they don’t have access to adequate food, which might lead 
to a constant malnutrition and even death. During interviews, many community 
members reported symptoms such as headaches, fatigue and dizziness which 
might be induced by drought-related stress. The reported suicide cases in Middle 
Shabelle magnify the level of psychological distress under which the 
communities in the region continue live in. Desperation is very common in the 
area as people express their hopelessness and forward repeated appeals for 
help to humanitarian actors. 
In a region inhabited by over a million people, only eight health centers operate, 
which provide limited health services and lack even the basic tools for a 
functioning health facility. These centers include the following: 
 
PROPOSED HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTIONS 
 
Somali People Displacement and Development Organiza tion (SOPDDO)  
calls over all local and international humanitarian actors to conduct an 
emergency response to save lives and prevent a large scale disaster in Middle 
Shabelle. More specifically, the following interventions are immediately needed: 
 
WATER TRUCKING: In most of the visited villages, water was the first priority for 
communities. Therefore, SOPDDO recommends local and international 
humanitarian actors to assume immediate water trucking projects, beginning with 
far aridity areas, like AdenYabal, Adale, Runirgood, Mahaday, Warsheikh, Balad 
as well as Warshiekh villages and Jowhar villages in middle Shabelle region. 
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These dead goats affect with droughts  The drought disaster caused a dead number of cattle, 
sheep and goats in middle Shabelle region    

This village affected the disaster of droughts number 
of people and their animal were displaced  

This village affected the disaster of droughts number 
of people and their animal were displaced  
 

The grassland that the animal were grazed affect the 
droughts hit in most of middle Shabelle region  

Caws with its Calf, Sheep and goats are leaving out 
without water and grassland due to existence of the 
drought. 


