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News Agencies and organizations). 
 
Mine Awareness Day: UNHCR reaffirms com-
mitment to reinforcing mine action strategies 
 
Source: http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/
UNHCR/4e155f00478c31624e0337a07e43a293.htm 
 
GENEVA, April 4 (UNHCR) – UNHCR marks today's Inter-
national Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine 
Action as operations continue in Afghanistan, Angola, Su-
dan and elsewhere to raise awareness and clear unex-
ploded munitions that hamper the return home of displaced 
persons and refugees around the world.  
 
Landmines and other unexploded munitions continue to 
claim the lives of an estimated 15,000 people each year in 
nearly 80 countries. The victims include refugees and inter-
nally displaced people in countries like Colombia, Lebanon 
and Sudan. "They take an unacceptable toll on lives and 
limbs. They wreak havoc on people's livelihoods. They 
block access to land, roads, and basic services," UN Sec-
retary-General Ban Ki-moon said in a message marking the 
anniversary.  
 
But he added that there had been progress in mine action 
efforts, thanks to the concerted efforts of the United Na-
tions, member states, non-governmental organisations and 
the mine-affected countries themselves.  
 
Assistant High Commissioner for Operations Judy Cheng-
Hopkins, speaking to reporters in Geneva on Tuesday, said 
UNHCR welcomed the opportunity to support mine aware-
ness day.  
 
"Mine action – including unexploded ordnance [UXO] and 
explosive remnants of war – is an important part of interna-
tional protection and a vital component in operations with 
human security concerns in many countries," she said. "As 
lead of the global protection cluster within the inter-agency 
humanitarian response mechanism, UNHCR is committed 
to reinforcing mine action strategies into all relevant country 
programmes. Increased cooperation between UNHCR and 
mine action partners, such as the UN Mine Action Service 
[UNMAS], is already evident and the benefits to the per-
sons of concern are realised on a daily basis," Cheng-
Hopkins added.  
 
She identified some projects in which UNHCR is involved 
this year, including community mine risk education and ad-
vocacy for returnees in southern Burundi; survey and UXO 
clearance projects, including mine risk education, in South 
Sudan; mine risk education for refugees in Kenya's Ka-
kuma refugee camp; and a mine risk education campaign 
for refugees and Zambians in mine-ridden areas.  
 
In South Sudan, UNHCR conducts its mine risk education 
programmes for arriving refugees at way stations with help 
from the Mines Advisory Group (MAG). "The sessions nor-
mally last for an hour-and-a-half. We use charts, pictures, 
videos and explanatory and interactive discussions fol-
lowed by a question and answer session," said Jean 
Fokwa, a UNHCR staffer in the town of Yei. Refresher 
courses take place once the refugees reach their final des-
tination.  
 
In Blue Nile State, UNHCR coordinates closely with the UN 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER                                                  

Joining the rest of the international community on Wednesday 
4 April 2007 to mark the International Day for Mine Aware-
ness and Mine Action Assistance, a series of displays was held 
at the Expo site in Asmara. To celebrate the day, representa-
tives of the government officials, members of the diplomatic 
corps, members of Non Governmental Organizations, represen-
tatives of UN agencies, staff of UNMEE MACC and invited 
guests were present at this special ceremony. The event was 
opened after the school children of Asmara made a public 
awareness demonstration, which started from Red Sea High 
school all the way to the Expo grounds by making mine aware-
ness slogans referring “ Stay Away from Mines and UXOs”,  
“Mines are Dangerous”, as well as  “A Mine Free world” were 

some of the slogans during the demonstration. 
 
At the ceremony, speakers acknowledged the scourge of land-
mines around the globe and particularly in Eritrea, They ac-
knowledged the excellent work of demining operations to date 
and the fact there is still plenty of work to be done. 
 
Speaking at the function, the UN Resident Representative  in  
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from roads. Another partner, the Danish Demining Group, is 
clearing unexploded munitions all over South Sudan.  
 
UNHCR is also involved in mine action projects in other 
parts of Africa, including Chad and Angola, and in countries 
such as Afghanistan, Cambodia, Colombia and Lebanon, 
where the refugee agency signed a formal partnership with 
the local arm of UNMAS to clear unexploded munitions scat-
tered across southern Lebanon after last summer’s conflict 
there and to raise local mine awareness. UNHCR also as-
sisted UNMAS with warehouse facilities for its local team in 
Lebanon and five 4x4 trucks for rapid deployment of mine 
action.  
 
In Angola, UNHCR is working with several non-
governmental organisations to conduct mine awareness 
campaigns in the heavily-mined province of Mexico, which is 
one of the main destinations for returnees. The agency is 
also working with partners, including MAG, to clear mines 
and UXO from bridges.  
 
In Afghanistan, UNHCR and the UNMAS-funded Organisa-
tion for Mine Clearance and Afghan Rehabilitation (OMAR) 
have provided hundreds of thousands of refugees with mine 
awareness education. "We are proud of our humanitarian 
and life-saving activities in the field of mine clearance and 
mine awareness that ensure the safe return of refugees and 
IDPs [internally displaced people] to their homes," said Ghu-
lam Dastagir Hazrati, OMAR’s mine risk education project 
officer.  
 
His colleague, Farida Jawhari, was busy giving a lesson to a 
group of newly returned Afghans. "Never go into areas 
which have been marked by demining groups and local 
communities. Keep away from the red marked stones that 
indicate danger. White marks show that the area has been 
cleared and is safe," he said. The lessons have been work-
ing, casualty figures have fallen from up to 100 a month in 
2002 to about 12 a month today.  
 
Mine action programmes and the 1997 anti-personnel mine 
ban treaty, or Ottawa Convention, have contributed to a 
global reduction in the annual number of casualties from 
some 26,000 a decade ago to between 10,000 and 15,000 
today, according to UN figures. Fourteen United Nations 
agencies, programmes, departments and funds provide 
mine action services in dozens of countries.  
 
Mines and UXO injured 11 and killed 4 in 
Azerbaijan in the first term of 2007  
 
Source : Day.Az, DLS. 4 April 2007  
 
Mines and unexploded ordnance (UXO) injured 11 and killed 
4 in Azerbaijan in the first term of 2007, Hafiz Safikhanov, 
director of Azerbaijan Campaign to Ban Landmines said.  
 
Safikhanov said that two of the dead are civilians. Mine acci-
dents happened in Baku, Fuzuli, Nakhchivan and Lenkeran 
this year.  
 
Hafiz Safikhanov said 500,000 Azerbaijani citizens face 
mine and UXO risks every day and added that Azerbaijan 
should join Ottawa convention and start implementation of 
"Mine risk education" program, APA reports.  
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Students at the Mine Awareness Demonstration.  

Eritrea, Mr. Macleod Nyirongo and  Brigadier General 
Tesfay Isaac from the EDA, acknowledged the work of 
the organizing committee from the  UNMEE MACC, 
Ministry of Education, Ministry of Information and Eri-
trean Red Cross Society who participated and made an 
excellent effort in the event collectively.  
 
The two Mine Risk Education (MRE) Teams of the 
MACC prepared different mine awareness activities and 
displayed MRE materials such as a  mine-garden dem-
onstrations, MRE games with the children, MRE Video 
presentation in different languages, different MRE post-
ers as well as books related to Mine Action programmes. 
In addition, general operational Mine Action activities 
were prepared by the MACC EOD Team and MECHEM 
demining capacity (mechanical, manual and Mine De-
tection Dogs) as well as a display of medical evacuation 

procedures. 
 
Finally the commemoration wound up in grand style 

MACC Eve nt s  for t he  We e k �

Invited guests at the International Mine Aware-
ness day. 

International Day for Mine Awareness and                
M ine Action Assistance commemorated on 4 April 2007. 

x Map 
x Demining Statistics                                
x Capacity Deployed                    
 

x World  Mine Action   
x News and Updates 
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Capacity Deployed  
 
Route Clearance 
One Mechanical Route Survey Team 
Manual Route Clearance Team: 4 manual deminers. 
 
Kenyan Integrated Demining Capacity 
Mine Detection Dogs:                     12 mine detection dogs (MDD), 6 MDD Handlers 
Manual Demining Capacity:           10 Manual Deminers.  
Mechanical Capacity:                     3 Bozena Flails , 4 Tapirs, and 2 Rhino 20 (mechanical support for Bozenas) 
Training Capacity:                          1 MDD Instructor, 6 Mine Detection Dogs, 1 Mechanical Operators’ Instructor, 1 

UNMEE MACC Personnel Contact Details 
 

     Position                                        Name                               Tel. 150444           E-mail address                      
Programme Manager                      David Bax                         Ext. 7112             bax@un.org         
Chief of Admin/Finance                  Miriam Ooi                        Ext. 2105             ooim@un.org 
Chief of Operations                        Bob Kudyba                     Ext. 2161             kudyba@un.org 
Operations/Planning Officer          Chris Whakatope             Ext. 2119             whakatope@un.org 
Liaison Officer                                 Daniela Silva                    Ext. 2138              silva18@un.org 
MRE Coordinator                            Lt.Col. Steve Mutundu     Ext. 2114             unmee-unmo-macc– cmao@un.org 
Newsletter Queries                         Elilta Efrem                       Ext. 2115             efreme@un.org    

Map Requests: UN agencies who would like to obtain mine maps of the mission area, and maps with specific infor-
mation relating to areas with mine/UXO can also be obtained from the MACC Information Section, upon prior written 
request on agency letterhead. For further information contact Yonathan Solomon on Ext 2137. 
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MINE RISK EDUCATION (MRE) BRIEFINGS 
 

The MACC conducts MRE Briefings for all newly arrived UNMEE Personnel, including civilians and UN Military Ob-
servers (UNMOs). All interested in the MRE Briefings can contact Lt.Col. Steve Mutundu on Ext 2114 at the MACC to 
arrange MRE Briefings. The MACC also conducts two MRE Briefings per month for all other newly arrived UN agen-
cies and NGO personnel in the Mission area. The Briefing is held every second and fourth Friday of the month at 
15:00hrs at the MACC Conference Room. Contact UNICEF if you wish to attend the Briefings. 

MACC Demining Statistics  
 

                                             Mines                     UXO                                Area Worked            Road Cleared               
                                         Destroyed                  Destroyed                            sq.m                                 km.                 
26 March  
30 March 07 
 MECHEM                    0                            6                            238,816                       0                    
                                   ________________________________________ __________ _____  __                                                                                                                  
Total (Since  
January 2007)           65                             67                         1,317,605                    769    

with the children performing different cultural songs, po-
ems, and mine awareness dramas for the public awareness.  
 
The International day of Mine awareness and Mine Action 

Assistance provides an opportunity for individuals, organi-
zations and nations to create practical activities towards of 
a mine free world. The International Day of Mine Aware-
ness annually draws attention to the global landmine prob-

lems and presents another opportunity to remind the public 
that the global landmine problem still exists while also rec-

ognizing that great progress has been made in reducing the 
threat against mines in the world.  

The Secretary General Mr. Ban Ki-Moon 
Statement on International Day for Mine 

Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action, 4 
April, 2007.  

This Day is a reminder that millions of people in nearly 
80 countries still live in fear of landmines and explosive 
remnants of war. These devices continue to claim 
15,000 new victims each year. They take an unaccept-
able toll on lives and limbs. They wreak havoc on peo-
ple’s livelihoods. They block access to land, roads, and 
basic services. But this Day is also an occasion to take 
stock of the progress in our common efforts to combat 
the scourge of landmines and explosive remnants of 
war. Thanks to the concerted efforts of all -- Member 
States, the United Nations, non-Governmental organiza-
tions and the mine-affected countries themselves -- we 
have seen real gains in our mine action efforts. 
 
Since the anti-personnel mine-ban treaty opened for sig-
nature 10 years ago, 153 countries have ratified or ad-
hered to it.  About 40 million stockpiled anti-personnel 
landmines have been destroyed. Production, sale and 
transfer of anti-personnel mines have almost stopped. 
Large mined areas have been cleared. Victims are re-
ceiving more and better assistance, rehabilitation and 
reintegration. A system has been put into practice for 
assisting the Parties in fulfilling treaty obligations. 
 
In another important step forward, the 32 States parties 
to the new Protocol Five to the Certain Conventional 
Weapons Convention will meet for the first time in No-
vember to consider how best to address the devastating 
humanitarian hazard of explosive remnants of war. And 
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabili-
ties -- the fastest negotiated international human rights 
text in history -- opened for signature on 30 March 2007. 
Its objective is to ensure all human rights for all per-
sons, regardless of their disabilities. 

  
Today, I encourage all States who have not yet done so 
to accede to all these treaties as soon as possible.I call 
upon all States Parties to honour their obligations under 
the treaties, including the commitment, for those in a 
position to do so, to render assistance to affected 
States and victims in need.  
 
And I reiterate my call on the international community to 
address immediately the horrendous humanitarian ef-
fects of cluster munitions. These indiscriminately kill 
and maim civilians, just as easily and frequently as 
landmines do. International outrage has driven a large 
group of countries to pursue a new international treaty 
to deal with these weapons, thus complementing and 
reinforcing other on-going efforts.  I applaud and en-
courage all endeavours to reduce, and ultimately elimi-
nate, the impact of cluster munitions on civilians. 
                                                
There are enormous challenges ahead in the quest for a 
safer world -- from achieving more effective coordina-
tion and mobilization of resources at the international 
level, to building better capacity at the national and lo-
cal levels.  All of us can do our part to raise awareness 
of the need to overcome them. On this Day, let us vow 
to redouble our efforts in that direction. 

 
Source : http://www.mineaction.org/doc.asp?d=741 

Students in the mine awareness drama. 

Mine Detection Dogs activity at the display. 

Poster displays at the exhibition.  


