
 
 
 
 
 
1. Situation 

 
Picture: Nevado del Huila volcano. Source:  El Espectador 
 
According to the Volcanologic and Seismologic 
Observatory of Popayán last report, an eruptive process 
of the Nevado del Huila Volcano, located along the 
Andean mountain range in the departments of Cauca, 
Huila and Tolima, began on April 14 at 11:08 p.m. In 
consequence, Ingeominas declared a Red Alert Level I 
(imminent or ongoing eruption). 
 
The increase in the volcanic activity was registered since 
April 13, when the orange alert was raised. In the same 
date, seismic activity was registered at a 2 Km distance 
from the volcano peak, after which the National 
Directorate for Disaster Prevention and Assistance 
(DPAD) alerted the authorities of the affected 
municipalities for the adoption of Contingency and 
Emergency Plans. 
 
According to the DPAD, although the volcanic activity 
decreased during the following hours, the red alert and 
the evacuation order continue for the populations near 
the Simbolá and Paez Rivers, as the volcanic activity risk 
is now latent. 
 
Today (April 15), members of Ingeominas staff and 
authorities of the municipality of Belaclázar flew over the 
volcano in order to verify its condition. However, due to 
the difficult weather conditions the flight was postponed. 
 

 
 
 
 
2. Impact 
 
According to Ingeominas, an increase in the water levels 
of the Simbola and Paez Rivers has not been reported 
and the seismic levels are now stable. However, the 
strong rains of the past hours have damaged the 
evacuation routes.  
 
According to PAHO cases of respiratory diseases among 
the population have been reported. There is still no 
information about affected population or material 
damages. 
 

Department Municipality 
Miranda 
Toribío 
Inzá Cauca 

Páez 
Iquira 
Santa María 
Palermo 
Teruel 
Nátaga 
Paicol 

Huila 

La Plata 
Rioblanco Tolima Planadas 

Chart. Municipalities in the volcano’s influence area. 
 
Evacuations 
 
On April 13, voluntary and preventive evacuations were 
coordinated by the indigenous authorities. However, the 
number of evacuated persons is still unknown. 
 
On April 14, according to DPAD’s last report, the 
population located near the volcano was also evacuated 
as follows: 
 
Páez municipality: Between 2.500 and 3.000 persons in 
the urban area as well as the indigenous population 
located in the highest reaches of Paez and Simbolá 
Rivers.  
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Inzá municipality: 224 persons from the rural area. 
 
La Plata municipality: 50 persons (15 families) from the 
rural area.  
 
Paicol municipality: Nearly 90 persons (15 families) from 
9 rural areas. 
 
Tesalia municipality: 50 persons (8 families). 
 
Nátaga municipality: 65 persons (12 families). 
 
According to the indigenous authority of the Huila 
Reservation, no more people have arrived to the 
temporary shelter located in Tafnú-Taravira. However, 
people from two rural areas are expected to arrive in the 
next days. 
 
Today (April 15) the population of the urban areas 
returned to their houses as they were not affected by 
floods after the eruptions. 
 
3. National Response 
 
On April 14 the National System for Disaster Prevention 
and Assistance, the Rescue Organisms Plans, the 
hospital network and the contingency plans were 
activated for the municipalities of Páez, Inzá, La Plata, 
Paicol, Tesalia y Nátaga. 
 
Ingeominas, DPAD and the Aerial Forces flew over the 
volcano in order to verify its condition; as the operation 

had no results due to the weather conditions, it will be 
resumed in the next days.  
 
DPAD is in close contact with the local authorities and the 
organizations of the SNPAD (Colombian Red Cross, Fire 
fighters, Civil Defense, Hospital Network, National Police 
and Aerial Force) as well as with the regional and local 
coordinators of the System. 

The National First Aid of the Red Cross is supporting the 
evacuation of at least 3.500 persons from the areas near 
the volcano. 

Acoording to PAHO, the local hospital of Belalcazar has 
activated its emergency plan and transferred its patients 
to a nearby area. 
A meeting of the Local Committee for Disasters 
Prevention and Assistance (CLOPAD) has been 
summoned for tomorrow (April 16). Local and regional 
authorities are looking for support for the construction of 
shelters and for the improvement of roads. 
 
4. International response 
 
 
The UNETE is ready to support the SNPAD if required. 
 
PHAO and OCHA are permanently monitoring the 
situation. 
 
Diakonie is planning a mission to the area in the next 
days. 
 

 


