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Highlights 

 
• Heavy rains have hit various parts of  the 

country triggering f lash f loods which have 
killed and displaced people, but a forecast 
suggests the rains will begin to subside from 
mid-May. 
 

• Reports indicate that at least 25 people have 

been killed due to the heavy rains including 
nine children who died af ter their house 
f looded in Banadir on 7 May and four people 
killed by lightening in Puntland on 5 May. 
 

• An estimated 25,000 people in 15 villages in 
Jowhar, Middle Shabelle region were af fected 
by riverine f looding has af fected, displacing 
people in eight villages and inundating farms. 
Authorities and partners are scaling up 
responses. 
 

• FAO/SWALIM has warned of  the imminent 
danger of  potentially unprecedented flooding 
expected along the Shabelle river in the 
coming days and the concern for safety and 
wellbeing of the people in Belet Weyne and 
along the river.  
 

• Reports from Jubaland indicate that the Juba 

river broke its bank in Doolow, reaching 4.70 
metres, which is  0.20 metres above the 
moderate f looding level, f looding three 
villages.  

 

 

Situation overview 
Heavy Gu season rains have hit various parts of the country over the last week triggering flash f loods and inundating vast 
swathes of land, but the short-term forecast suggests the heavy rainfall will begin to subside from mid-May onward.1  
 
Reports indicate that at least 25 people have been killed due to the heavy rains: nine children in  Banadir who died after 
their house f looded on 7 May; three people killed by lightning in Puntland and one child that fell into a pond of water on 5 
May; four children who died in a dam  full of rainwater in Sool region on  7 May; one person killed by flooding in Buurhakaba, 
Bay region and  seven IDPs who died on 9 May in Garasbaley district, Banadir, following the collapse of their house due to 
heavy rains. In Middle Shabelle region, riverine flooding has affected an estimated 25,000 people in 15 villages in Jowhar, 
displacing people in eight villages and inundating farms.  
 

 
1
 FEWSNet: So malia Food Secu rity Out lo ok Update, April 2021.  7 May 2021. 
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In Somaliland, heavy rains on 30 April flooded the dry river valley in Hargeisa, affecting around 40 houses and washing 
away seven vehicles. The f loods also temporally affected some of the IDPs who are  living in sub-standard shelters. 
Partners report that the intermittent rains characterized by violent storms left an estimated 359 households (2,154 people) 
homeless, with some temporarily squatting on private land and others seeking refuge with relatives.2 On 7 May, four 
children, aged 10 to 13 died in a water dam at Goljano village in Caynabo district, Sool region. On 5 May, the Somaliland 
meteorological department issued a forecast of heavy rains for next week in Awdal, Waqooyi Galbeed and Sanaag 
regions and warned people living in low-lying areas to prepare for possible flash floods. 
 
In Puntland, torrential rains and flash floods on 5 May affected the Bossaso-Garowe road. The main bridge was 
damaged, making it impassable for traders. According to the Puntland Disaster Management Authority and local elders, at 
least three  people were killed by a lightning strike and a child died after falling into a pond of water. Damage to two 
bridges on Qayaadsame river affected the movement of goods and people from Bossaso. In addition, flash floods washed 
away over 1,250 heads of livestock and damaged shelters in low lying areas of Ceel Daahir under Bossaso district and 
Berri Cad under Garowe between 27 April and 5 May.  
  
The f looding in Jowhar occurred due to open breakages along the river. The road between Jowhar and Mahaday through 
airport road is inaccessible. On 1 May, a breakage along the riverbank at Moyko closed the main road connecting Jowhar 
to Mogadishu through Balcad. This is the main transportation route for food and other essential commodities. 
FAO/SWALIM issued a flood advisory on 8 May indicating that observed levels of the Shabelle River have continued to 
rise alarmingly in the past two weeks. According to FAO/SWALIM, there is a high flood risk in Belet Weyne in the coming 
days and in middle and lower reaches due to heavy rains in Hiraan and Middle Shabelle regions.  
 
Heavy rains in South West State on 8 May killed at least one person and 28 livestock in  Buurhakaba town. Some 112 
houses were either damaged or destroyed and around 615 households (3,690 people) were displaced mainly f rom low-
lying f lood-prone areas. The rains have also disrupted transport between main towns in parts of  South West State. Low 
lying sections of Afgooye town have been inundated, affecting around 20 households. The routes to the villages have been 
cut off by rains and the movement of people and traffic remain restricted. Further reports indicate that around 3,500 people 
have been displaced by flash floods in Damaley, Balguri and Raqeyke villages of Afgooye town. The f lash floods damaged 
unconf irmed hectares of farmlands with crops. 
 
In Galmudug, several trucks loaded with food commodities got stuck in muddy roads between Cadaado and Cabudwaaq 
following moderate rains on 2 May. About 100 goats were killed by a thunderstorm in Xanabura rural village, Cabudwaaq 
district. 
 
Reports from Jubaland indicate that the Juba river broke its bank in Doolow on 9 May, reaching 4.70 metres, which is  
0.20 metres above the moderate flooding level, following heavy rains in the Somali region of Ethiopia and the Ethiopian 
Highlands. Three villages, Warayle, Buula Qalooc and Bara Baraay, were flooded affecting about 35 farms. The Dawa 
river may also break its banks. The local authority in Doolow has alerted farmers to the situation and water pumps have 
been relocated from the river.  
 
A neighborhood in Ceelqalaw area in Wadajir district, Banadir, was submerged, forcing about 1,500 people to leave their 
homes. Two houses collapsed and several others were partially destroyed. The lowland areas and main access roads in 
Wadijir district are the worst affected.  Wadajir district is one of the areas where  a large number of families recently relocated 
due to recent elections-related violence. On 9 May, local sources in Garasbaley district reported that seven IDPs died 
following the collapse of their house due to heavy rainfall in Al Adale IDP camp. Five other people were severely injured 
and f ive houses destroyed. 
 
Somalia is on the f ront line of  climate change and the f requency of climate-related disasters is increasing rapidly. The 
country has, since 1990, experienced more than 30 climate-related hazards, including 12 droughts and 19 f loods – 
triple the number of  climate-related hazards experienced between 1970 and 1990. As of  April, more than 80 per cent of 
the country was experiencing moderate to severe drought conditions following below average October to December 2020 
Deyr rains, followed by a harsh and warmer than normal January to March Jilaal season and a delayed and poor start of 
the current April to June Gu season. Despite the heavy rains that have hit parts of Somalia, the rains have come too late 
for the planting season; therefore, further exacerbating already significant food security concerns.  
 

 
2 Protection and Return Monitoring Flash Alert. UNHCR. 5 May. 

https://www.faoswalim.org/content/flood-advisory-juba-shabelle-rivers
https://www.faoswalim.org/content/flood-advisory-juba-shabelle-rivers
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Humanitarian response 

The Somaliland meteorological department has issued a forecast of heavy rains next week in Awdal, Waqooyi Galbeed and 
Sanaag regions; warning people living in low lying areas of possible flash floods resulting from torrential rains.  
 
In Puntland, authorities on 5 May warned public transport users that the main road between Bossaso and Qardho is 
impassable due to excessive f looding in the past few days. According to the police in Bari, hundreds of lorries and passenger 
vehicles travelling to and from Bari region districts are getting stranded at Ceel Dahir dry river due to torrential rains. 
 
Communities in Lower Shabelle, Hirshabelle 
State, have started early warning actions for 
f lood preparedness following reports of river 
f looding in Hirshabelle. Flood warning 
messages are being disseminated through local 
FM radio and in cafes and restaurants. One 
opening at Moyko village, south of Jowhar, has 
been closed. Efforts are ongoing to close a 
bigger opening at Baarey village. The authorities 
have  donated hundreds of sandbags and 
appealed for support including for more 
sandbags to close the two breakages. 
 
Local communities with support from the 
authorities have managed to stop the flooding  
in Moyko after deploying over 20,000 sandbags, 
poles and other materials to block the river 
breakage point. In addition, the communities are 
mobilizing sandbags for the other river breakage 
points. OCHA is engaging Clusters on flood preparedness and contingency planning, particularly prepositioning of stocks 
closer to potential risk locations. A joint needs assessment is being planned for Jowhar.  
 
WFP, which is supporting 20,720 beneficiaries in the 9 f lood-affected villages (Moyko, Baroweyne, Gumbe, Bacadley, 
Bardhere, Julaley, Kulmis Yarow, Tugare and Gashanle) with food rations, is coordinating with the Logistics Cluster to 
ensure that food distribution continues despite possible road access challenges due to flooding.  
 
SWALIM activated its early warning system ‘Digniin’ sending alerts via SMS as of 7 May to the riverine communities to 
warn the population of the imminent risk. It noted that additional collective, anticipatory and responsive action is urgently 
required to avoid loss of life and to support the rapid recovery of affected communities. 
 
In March 2021, a Flood-risk Mitigation Taskforce chaired by the Ministry of Planning, supported by OCHA, UNSOM and 
FAO; was put together in the spirit of the nexus with humanitarian, development and peacebuilding actors to mitigate the 
potential Gu season floods. The task force worked to speed up the flood protection activities by strengthening river 
embankments and closing open breakages before the Gu rains started.  
 
In Galmudug, the local authorities in collaboration with the community are trying to remove stagnant water f rom the town 
and to rehabilitate damaged roads. On 8 May, the authorities requested for donor support to establish drainage and 
wastewater management systems as well as reconstruct landfills affected by the heavy rains. 
 

For further information, please contact:  

 

Ogoso, Erich Opolot, Head of Public Information, ogoso@un.org, Tel: +252 616 548 007 

Mursal Ali Ahmed, Public Information Officer, mursalali@un.org, Tel: +252 6156 79998 
 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/Somalia | www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/somalia | Twitter: @OCHASom | Facebook: 

UNOCHA   

Local residents in Belet Weyne deploying sandbags to restrain rising flood 

waters. Photo: OCHA 
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