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Zimbabwe 
October 2022 
Food Security and Markets Monitoring Report 

Highlights 

 

The whole country received rainfall in October with the southern and western parts 
receiving above normal rains for the month, while the central and northern received below 
normal rains. This is in line with the national seasonal outlook which predicted a high chance 
of normal to above normal rainfall for the period October/ November/ December (OND) for 
the southern part of the country and normal to below normal for  the northern part.   

Farming operations such as land preparation and planting have started in most parts of the 
country and the government also started distributing inputs to farmers, which has led to an 
increase in casual labour opportunities. If the rainfall season proceeds according to the 
national outlook with temporal and geographical distribution of the rains and equitable 
access to inputs being good, prospects of a good harvests are likely to be high.  

Situation Update 

Headline inflation remains high but decelerated to 269% in October, 
11 percentage points below last month. Monthly inflation remained 
stable at 3.2% compared to 3.5% in September 2022. 

The price of Compound D and AN fertilizers in ZWL terms was 
pegged at ZWL21,900/50Kgs and ZWL44,200/50Kgs, representing a 
17% decrease and 11% increase respectively, compared to  
September 2022.  When compared to same time last year, the price 
of Compound D and AN increased by an average of 276% and 600% 
respectively.  

Basic food commodity prices were stable in urban markets when 
compared to September, whilst steadily decreasing in both USD and 
ZWL since July 2022. 

According to WFP’s HungerMap LIVE, the estimated number of people 
with insufficient food consumption increased during October by 7% 
from about 5.4 million at the end of September to 5.8 million, while 
those estimated to be resorting to ‘crisis and above’ food-based coping 
increased to 7.6 million. 

The cost of living as reflected by the Total Consumption Poverty Line 
(TCPL) per person per month rose by 3% from ZWL27,297.53 per person 
in September 2022 to ZWL28,144.07 in October 2022.  

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET) projects an 
increase in the number of people experiencing Crisis phase (IPC Phase 3) 
food security outcomes in deficit-producing areas for October 2022.  
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According to HungerMap LIVE about 5.8 million people were estimated to be facing insufficient food consumption by the end of October, representing an increase of 
7% or 400,000 people from 5.4 million reported at the end of September 2022. The number of people estimated to be resorting to ‘crisis and above’ food-based coping 
strategies was estimated at 7.6 million from 7.9 million in September. The prevalence of insufficient consumption and crisis or worse consumption-based coping is 
likely to remain elevated during the lean season. The highest estimated prevalence of insufficient consumption was reported in Matabeleland North (48%) and 
Midlands (48%) followed by Mashonaland Central (41%), see Figure 1. Seven of ten provinces saw an increase in the prevalence of people resorting to crisis and above 
coping strategies over the past three months while the other 3 reported a decline (Figure 2).  

FEWSNET also reported an increase in the proportion of households experiencing Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes in deficit-producing areas, where the lean season 
begun earlier than usual this year. The 2020–21 carryover stocks and near-average 2021/22 harvests for some surplus producing areas are anticipated to result in 
Minimal (IPC Phase 1) conditions. Stressed (IPC Phase 2) outcomes are anticipated in urban areas due to high living costs (FEWSNET, 2022).  

Food and nutrition security situation 
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Figure 1: Prevalence of insufficient food consumption Figure 2: Prevalence of food-based coping, August—October, 2022 
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The outlook by the Zimbabwe Meteorological Services Department showed high chances of normal to above normal rainfall from October to December 2022. 
According to the first MSD Zimbabwe bulletin, most parts of the country received rainfall ranging between 10 and 80mm with a few patches receiving above (Figure 3). 
Rainfall in the western and southern parts of the country has so far been above average for this period (green colour in Figure 4), while the regions in yellow have 
received below-normal rainfall. The 10 day rainfall forecast for the period 1 to 10 November 2022 shows increased rainfall activity across the country with most parts 
projected to received more than 180% of their normal rainfall for the period (Figure 5 and 6).  

Anecdotical reports shows that planting is ongoing across the country which has led to an increase in casual labour opportunities for the vulnerable households. The 
possibility of a normal to above-normal rainfall season is likely to improve harvest prospects with all other factors being equal. The Government has put in place 
measures to increase access to cropping inputs and also to stabilise their cost such as fuel and fertilizers and this is likely to improve access by vulnerable households.  
The estimated 2 million metric tonnes of total grain production in 2022, which include the winter wheat crop that will be harvested starting in October, is 7% less than 
the national requirement for consumption and processing estimated at 2.2million metric tonnes. However, this gap according to the government, can be covered by 
carryover stocks. 

Livestock condition is likely to improve as the grazing availability and quality also improve with the start of the rains. This improvement will likely lead to an favourable 
terms of trade for livestock and food access due to high incomes from livestock sales for livestock dependent households.  

Seasonal monitoring 
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Figure 4: Percentage of normal rainfall 
(01 October to 02 November 2022) 

Figure 3: Accumulated Rainfall in mm (01 
October to 02 November 2022 ) 

Figure 5: Forecasted rainfall in mm 
(01 to 10 November 2022) 

Figure 6: Forecasted percentage of 
normal (01 to 10 November 2022) 
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Macro-economic situation 

Inflation is steadily decelerating with headline inflation shedding 11 percentage points from 280% in September to 269% in October, food inflation dropping 19 
percentage points from 340% to 321%, and monthly inflation shedding 0.3 percentage points from 3.5% to 3.2% over the same period (Figure 7). Though 
headline inflation is declining it still remains high compared to the 65% reported same time last year while monthly inflation is lower than the rate reported in 
October 2021 (6.4%). 

The inflation in the country remains one of the highest globally and the only country in Southern Africa with headline inflation above 50% and monthly 
inflation above 1% (https://tradingeconomics.com). 

The ZWL was trading at ZWL830/USD and ZLWL630/USD on the parallel and official market, respectively (Figure 8). The monthly movements on both the 
parallel and official markets have slowed down to 2% and 1% respectively (Figure 9). The difference between the official and parallel market exchange rates  in  
October remained 32%, while compared to the same period last year, the gap has decreased by about 67 percentage points (Figure 9).   
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Figure 7: Inflation rates, August, 2021—September, 2022  Figure 8: Trends in Exchange Rates USD : ZWL  Figure 9: Percentage Changes in Exchange Rates USD : ZWL  



 5 

mVAM Bulletin #X: Month 2016 Country Name  

 

WFP/Photographer 

Rural market performance update: a review of availability and prices of basic food basket commodities (ZWL and USD) 
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Figure 10: Rural ZWL percentage change  Figure 11: Rural USD percentage change  

Maize grain availability, though still low 
at 13% , was higher than the July 
availability and could be explained by 
farmers disposing reserved stocks on 
the market to get cash to purchase 
inputs. 

Average selling price was  ZWL264.42/
kg  which was 20% higher than the July 
price of ZWL219.46/kg and 489% higher 
than a year ago.  

In USD terms the price remained stable 
at 0.31/Kg but compared to the same 
time the previous year it has increased 
by 9% whilst over six months it has 
increased by 15% (Figure 11). 

Unrefined maize meal availability 
increased by about 5 percentage 
points to 70% compared to the month 
of July with an average of 65%. 

The average price  for the commodity 
was ZWL454.28/kg which is 33% higher 
than July price of ZWL342.56/kg and 
544% higher than a year ago.   

In USD terms the price at US$0.53/kg 
is 15% lower than the July price of 
US$0.46/kg and 17% higher than the 
previous year.  

 

 

Sugar beans availability remained 
steady at 59% similar to July 2022.  

The average price for the commodity 
was ZWL2,002.60/kg which is 36% 
higher compared to July price of 
ZWL1477.21/kg and 493% higher than 
a year ago.  

In USD terms the price decreased by 
13% from an average of US$2.37/kg in 
July to US$2.07/kg currently. The  
decrease in the price of the 
commodity in USD terms could be 
partially explained by issues to do with 
demand and supply as well as the 
monetary control measures. 

Vegetable oil was reported available in 
93% of the markets - stable compared 
to 96% reported in July. 

The commodity was selling at an 
average price of  ZWL2172.98/L  which 
is 15%  higher compared to 
ZWL1886.41/L reported in July and 
578% compared to same time the 
previous year. 

The USD price of US$2.49/L represents 
18% decrease compared to US$2.11/L 
in July and increased by 25% on a year-
on-year basis. 

The cost of the basic food basket in ZWL terms in rural markets increased by 26% compared to the month of July (previous reporting period for rural), and on year-on-
year basis it increased by 526% (Figure 10). In USD terms, the average cost of the basic food basket decreased by 16% compared to the month of July, and increased by 
11% compared to the same time during the previous year. The price decreases in USD terms could be partially explained by the monetary control measures being 
implemented by the Government. 
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Urban market performance update: a review of availability and prices of basic food basket commodities (ZWL and USD) 
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Figure 12: Urban ZWL percentage change  Figure 13: Urban USD percentage change  

Maize grain availability remains low  at 
an average of 4% of the monitored 
urban markets which is about 15 
percentage points lower than 19% 
reported in September 2022.  

The commodity was selling at an 
average price of ZWL262.43/kg  which is 
18% higher than ZWL222.40/kg in 
September and 652% higher than a 
year ago.  

In USD terms the average price was 
$0.28/kg which is 10% lower than 
September price of US$0.31/kg and 
18% higher than same time last year.   

Unrefined maize meal availability 
remained stable at 81% of the  
monitored markets compared to 77% 
the previous month.  

The average price of maize meal in 
ZWL terms was ZWL329.04/kg which is 
6% lower than September price of 
ZWL349.24/kg and 426% higher than 
the same time last year. 

The USD price at US$0.51/kg was 8% 
higher than US$0.48/kg reported 
previous month and 14% higher than a 
year ago. 

 

Sugar beans availability was 96% 
which was 8 percentage points higher 
than the previous month.  

The average selling price for sugar 
beans was ZWL1474.80/kg which is 6% 
higher than ZWL1391.90/kg in 
September and 372% higher than a 
year ago.  

The USD price at an average of 
US$1.96/kg is 5% higher than US$1.86/
kg in September and 33% lower than a 
year ago. 

 

Vegetable oil was reported available in 
96% of monitored markets which was 
higher than  81% during the previous 
month.  

The average price of the commodity at  
ZWL1,617.65/L is 7% lower than 
ZWL1,739.41/L reported in September 
and 447% compared to same time the 
previous year. 

The USD price of US$2.17/L is a  
decrease of 7% compared to   US$2.34/
L in September and increased by 4% on 
a year-on-year basis. 

The cost of the basic food basket in ZWL terms in urban markets increased by 3% when compared to September 2022 and 475% year-on-year (Figure 12). In USD 
terms, the average cost of the basic food basket decreased by 1% compared to the previous month i.e. September 2022 and increased by 1% compared to the 
same time during the previous year (Figure 13).  Stabilization in the price of basic commodities when compared to the previous month has been noted. However 
when compared to the past six and twelve months, the price differentials remain high. The current pricing structure continue to present food access challenges for 
the vulnerable households whose income is mainly in ZWL. 



 7 

mVAM Bulletin #X: Month 2016 Country Name  

 

Zimbabwe | Food Security and Markets Monitoring Report | October 2022 

Fuel and Fertilizer prices (USD and ZWL) 

Non-food commodities (USD and ZWL) 

Other basic food commodities (USD and ZWL) 

· Rice and salt availability remained stable estimated at 100% of the markets whilst availability of sugar increased by 24% and kapenta decreased by  9% 
compared September 2022 (Figure 14).  

· In USD terms the price of rice, salt and sugar where stable and kapenta decreased by 9% (Figure 15).  
· In ZWL terms the price of rice, salt and sugar were relatively stable while the price of kapenta rose by 6% (Figure 16). 

The price of diesel at ZWL1094.77/L and petrol at ZWL967.17/L in October 2022 represent a 4% and 3% increase respectively compared to September prices 
of ZWL1055.68/L for diesel and ZWL938.94/L for petrol. In USD terms the price for both diesel and petrol increased by 2% from US$1.70/L and US$1.51/L in 
September to US$1.74/L and US$1.54/L, respectively. The current prices represent an average of 755% increase from prices recorded same time last year in 
ZWL terms and an 18% increase in US$ terms (September, 2021).   
                     
Compound D and AN fertilisers were selling at an average price of ZWL21,900/50Kgs and ZWL44,200/50Kgs in October representing an increase of 4% and 
11% respectively from the September prices of ZWL21,000/50Kg and ZWL40,000/50KG. When compared to same time last year, the price of Compound D 
and AN increased by an average of 276% and 600% respectively.  

Laundry and bathing soap were available in 88% 
and 91% of monitored markets respectively, 
which is similar to last month.    
 

Laundry soap was selling at an average price of 
ZWL1,437.56/bar which is 14% higher than 
September price of ZWL1,258.42/bar; the USD 
price remained the same at US$1.68/bar.  

Bathing soap price decreased by 26% in ZWL 
terms to ZWL424.13/250g and reduced by 38% 
in USD from US$0.92/250g to US$0.57/250g. 

Figure 14: Availability of other food commodities in   
October 2022 

Figure 15: USD prices of other food commodities  in 
October 2022 

Figure 16: ZWL prices of other food commodities  in 
October 2022 
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Data for this reporting period was collected between 1-31 
October 2022 and is based on interviews with 183 traders 
in rural and urban  districts. 30% of the interviews were 
conducted remotely whilst 70% were face-to-face.  
 
Checking availability at market level: If a trader reports 
having sold a commodity within the last week, the 
commodity is considered available in their respective 
market. Availability at country-level (district-level) is 
calculated as the share of markets with commodity 
availability across the country (across districts). Missing 
data indicate that none of the interviewed traders generally 
trades the commodity. For the full harmonized markets 
monitoring database, please visit: Economic: Prices - 
Dataviz | WFP - VAM.  
 
The harmonised markets monitoring initiative is conducted 
by WFP in partnership with members of the National Cash 
Assistance Working Group (NCWG). 

Methodology 
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Francesca Erdelmann, WFP Representative and Country Director  Francesca.Erdelmann@wfp.org 

Sasha Guyetsky, Head of Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM)        Sasha.Guyetsky@wfp.org 

Maria Gallar, Head of External Relations                          Maria.Gallar@wfp.org 

 

Website:  wfp.org/countries/zimbabwe  

Twitter:  twitter.com/WFP_Zimbabwe 

WFP HungerMap LIVE:  hungermap.wfp.org 

Latest newsletter:  October 2022 

For further information 


