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It has been one month since Tropical Cyclone Idai struck northern Mozambique on 15th 
March. The death toll has increased to more than a 1,000 and more than 3 million 
people across Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi require humanitarian assistance. 
Farmers, women, and children continue to struggle to rebuild their homeland. The 
affected residents now only hope to have food on the table. 
 
The following is an update presenting Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation (BTCF) relief actions 
in Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and Malawi as of April 14.  
 
Summary 
 

1. Relief Actions in Mozambique: Nhamatada Villa Seede and Metuchuria 
● Distribution of dry rations and livelihood items, benefiting 1,907 households.  

 
2. Relief Actions in Zimbabwe: Zaka Ward 13 and Ward 15  

● Distribution of livelihood items, such as blankets (1,000 distributed), 
benefitting 910 households. 
 

3. Relief Actions in Malawi: Npomba Camp 
● Distribution of 595kg of corn flour (0.93kg/person), benefitting 603 

households. 
 

Situation on the Ground  
1. Mozambique  

● As discussed with Solafa Province Government on 14th April, BTCF may 
proceed to mid and long-term recovery relief aid at Nhamatada. In response, 
BTCF will initiate actions such as food assistance programs, shelter services, 
WASH, and cash-for-work programs. 

 
2. Malawi  

● After discussions with Chieftain of Chingombe, food assistance and shelter 
aids are desperately needed. BTCF will continue to support the local 
communities and respond to livelihoods and shelter support. 

● China Railway 20 Bureau Group Cooperation has expressed collaboration 
with BTCF to assist the affected residents to overcome difficulties especially 
in this hardest part of their lives.   

 



 
Immediate Action Plans 
 

● In Nhamatanda, Mozambique, BTCF will distribute agriculture tools, food and 
hygiene kits for 10,000 households by 30th April.  

● BTCF has commenced its cash-for-work programs in the capital city of Maputo.  
 

 

Above: Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation’s Cyclone Idai relief efforts as of April 15, 2019. 
 
 


