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The "Peace Building in Lebanon" project aims at analyzing 
the underlying causes of conflicts in different areas in 
Lebanon. It also aims at providing a safe common space 
for community groups to discuss their concerns openly, 
and to develop, in partnership with the municipality, a 
strategy to reduce tensions through the development of the 
Mechanisms for Social Stability so as to secure the 
appropriate space and to act as an incubator.

A new set of 38 villages in the South, Bekaa, North of 
Lebanon and Mount Lebanon have started the MSS process 
in order to better manage the crisis and respond to the 
additional challenges resulting from the impact of the Syrian 
crisis on them.

The Peace Building in Lebanon project is also supporting 
five villages in the West Bekaa - Kamed El Loz, Rawda, 
Sawiri, Kefraya and Jeb Jenine - to implement the 
established mechanisms through social activities. Each 
mechanism/committee is currently working on finalizing 
the design of the upcoming activities in coordination with 
their respective municipality. Nabad for Development 
Association is working with the committees on improving 
their capacities to take leadership in the targeted areas in 
order to increase trust and confidence among the population 
and decrease violent incidents.
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Phase II of the capacity building program for the Social 
Development Centers (SDCs) of the Ministry of Social 
Affairs (MoSA) staff has also started and will further 
enhance the capacities of more than 120 personnel from 
around 50 MoSA SDCs and will prepare them to lead the 
Mechanisms for Social Stability (MSS) process in the 
coming years. The first capacity building workshop focused 
on extensive and in-depth systems of conflict analysis skills.

In Wadi Khaled and Akroum, the project supporting the 
newly established Unions of Municipalities has concluded 
with two community events: the inauguration of the region’s 
entrance in Wadi Khaled and a “kermes” and theatre show 
in Akroum. 

In Tripoli, a mechanism for social stability was launched 
aiming at addressing tensions in the region. Thus, a process 
that focuses on bringing together disabled and injured 
casualties, from both sides of Jabal Mohsen and Bab el 
Tabbaneh, to work on common needs was kicked off. In 
addition, a playback theatre to deal with the psychosocial 
scars of the wars and a platform for local young active 
women, were launched. 
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Tripoli’s Ex-fighters 
Meet for the First 
Time

Lebanese Municipalities at the Core of Social Change

As a first step in preparing for the development of 
Mechanisms for Social Stability (MSS) in Lebanese host 
communities, the UNDP Lebanon Host Communities 
Support Programme – LHSP, and in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Social Affairs – MOSA through the "Peace 
Building in Lebanon" project, organized multiple retreats 
in September 2017. They were held in North and Mount 

Lebanon, with municipalities and local actors, to analyze 
local tensions.

The MSS, funded by UKDFID and Germany, aim at esta-
blishing local conflict prevention mechanisms in different 
localities across Lebanon. The objective of these retreats 
in particular was to bring active local stakeholders and local 



based on familial and religious particularities while it 
should be centered around public service for our town.”

On another hand, Mohammad Omar Barakat, Mayor of 
Mechmech said: “Municipal work is a healthy catalyst of 
society. If practiced well, it will contribute to resolving local 
conflicts based on principals of mutual respect. We hope 
that this retreat becomes a start of a valuable experience 
that will leave an impact on our community.” He added 
proudly: “Public service is the responsibility to us all; not 
an option.”

All villages in Lebanon, regardless of their geographical 
proximity, have individual challenges. While some may 
suffer from lack of basic services, like water distribution, 
sewage management and poor infrastructure, others deal 
with more structural challenges.
However, the mayors, municipal members and local 
leaders present at both retreats carried hope and keenness 
for social change, no matter the challenge.

Alia Chaaban, MOSA’s regional coordinator, expressed at 
the end of the Northern workshop and said: “Only the 
people can guarantee the sustainability of social stability. 
Diversity enriches our communities; we must use it as an 
asset for our development.”
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Playback Theatre in Tripoli: 
A Glimpse of the Past for the Future
Who hasn’t heard of the rounds of armed conflicts between 
Jabal Mohsen and Bab al-Tabbaneh? This topic has 
become such an over-talked issue that we no longer pay 
attention to it or to what has happened there since the 
fighting stopped in 2014.

The rounds of conflict left their marks on the local 
communities; locals say that little was done to help with 
their healing as citizens of one city, Tripoli, North Lebanon.

The UNDP Lebanese Host Communities Program through 
the “Peace Building in Lebanon” project, decided to 
launch a playback theatre troupe in Tripoli, based on 
participatory analysis of Tripoli and the feedback from local 
youth.  As part of the Mechanisms for Social Stability 
(MSS), this initiative was one of the mechanisms developed 
as a response for the situation in Tripoli, funded by UNDP.

Under the supervision of an master trainers from Wasel of 
Laban Organization, over 40 youth from the different 
neighborhoods took part in the auditions and 15 were 
selected to become part of the troupe. The playback 
theatre troupe will undergo an intensified training program 
for two and a half months and will be ready to perform in 
early November 2017.

In addition to bringing together youth from different 
neighborhoods, the theatre troupe will offer a platform for 
the local residents to vent their troubles and negative past 
experiences.

What is Playback Theatre? 

By definition, Playback Theatre is a form of improvisational 
theatre in which audience or group members tell stories 
from their lives and watch them enacted on the spot.1 

1. Centre For Playback Theatre, New Paltz, New York

The youth of Tripoli lack common spaces for dialogue. In 
addition to that, most media hasn’t played a positive role 
in shedding light on Tripoli’s locals and their experiences; 
they have, instead, focused on stereotyping the 
communities and fueling the conflict. This is why most 
Tripolitans state their need for free spaces to talk, 
participate in open dialogues and express their concerns 
out loud.

Hani Rustom, co-founder of SADA troupe for Playback 
Theater, said, “All the barriers of sharing intimate and 
personal stories that might have a traumatic background 
have been shattered through this practice.” He added, 
“Playback Theater impacts the participants of the training 
(potential Playbackers) on different levels; it opens the 
space for the trainees to share and speak out painful past 
experiences through practicing their own stories during 
the training sessions. Also, acting out the stories physically 
is stress relieving and freeing, given the trauma our bodies 
endure in times of fear and violence. Finally, Playback 
Theater helps in healing and restoring social stability by 
initiating community support by opening the space to the 
community member to share, express and empathize with 
others.

The troupe in Tripoli uses playback theater as a unique 
way of addressing the community issues through art.

authorities together to analyze, jointly, the tensions and 
challenges facing social stability in their villages. As part 
of the coaching provided on the MSS methodology, the 
staff of the Ministry of Social Affairs’ Social Development 
Centres took part also.  

On the weekend of the 29th of September, more than 55 
individuals representing local authorities, local NGOs and 
actors from Sibline, Ketermaya, Baaqline and Naameh, 
along with the local Social Development Centers staff, took 
part in the retreat in Jiyyeh, Mount Lebanon.

The workshop tackled topics that help participants in 
conducting conflict analyses, using techniques of 
inclusiveness and drawing conflict loops, among others…

“Identifying the main problems and challenges in a 
participatory approach is a new concept to us. We will go 
back to our village and try to apply it with new ideas so as 
to identify solutions and development plans for our 
community”, said a local actor from Ketermaya.
 
On the same weekend, more than 40 persons from Akkar,, 
precisely from Meshmesh, Deir Dalloum, Tall Abbas al-
Gharbi, Tekrit and Tleil, participated in a similar workshop.

Stating some of the challenges in Tekrit, Dr. Hatem El Ali, 
Mayor, said: “The municipal experience in Tekrit is still 

“Municipal work is a healthy 
catalyst of society. If practiced 
well, it will contribute to resolving 
local conflicts based on principals 
of mutual respect. We hope that 
this retreat becomes a start of a 
valuable experience that will leave 
an impact on our community"
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Conflict Mapping and Analysis

UNDP and Lebanon Support Knowledge Centrer renewed 
their partnership to continue the conflict mapping and 
analysis project until January 2019. Under this project, 
Lebanon Support maps and analyzes, on an ongoing 
basis, conflict-incidence occurring throughout Lebanon, 
providing crucial information for programming, policy 
decision, and intervention to the humanitarian response 
to the Syria crisis, and the Lebanese institutions, academics 
and civil society. Under this new partnership, Lebanon 
Support has already released a new conflict analysis 
bulletin covering the first four months of 2017, showing 
that: 
• The total number of incidents mapped has slightly 

increased in comparison to the last 4 months of 2016.
• 50% of the incidents mapped during this period are 

concentrated in only 5 cazas: Beirut, Baalbeck, 
Tripoli, Sour, and Saida.

• The most mapped primary classification of incidents 
are individual “acts of violence” and “border conflicts”.

• Incidents categorized as “collective actions” witnessed 
a notable increase. They notably include mobilization 
against political decisions; such as tax policy, electoral 
law, and waste management laws, among others.

• Tensions in Ain el-Helwe increased, with 68 conflict 
incidents mapped.

As part of the project, this bulletin will be issued on a 
quarterly basis, while the conflictivity index will be updated 
every six months. Specific databases will also be developed 
for collective actions and state responses and decisions. 

PEACE BUILDING THROUGH CONFLICT MAPPING AND ANALYSIS

From Trainings to Implementation: UNDP Supports 
Wadi Khaled and Akroum’s Union of Municipalities
North Lebanon and Akkar Governorates are among the 
most affected areas by the Syrian crisis; this is mainly due 
to the high numbers of hosted refugees, adding to the 
originally weak socio-economic situation.

Between 2012 and 2017, UNDP assisted the Wadi Khaled 
municipalities through building their crisis management 
and conflict resolution skills. This has led not only to their 
agreement on establishing the Union of Wadi Khaled 
Municipalities, which is considered the main tool for crisis 
management and social stability, but also to the 
development of “The Wadi Khaled Development 
Declaration”. In parallel, UNDP supported the Akroum 
municipalities in developing a mechanism for crisis 
management and social stability, which also led to the 
establishment of the Union of Akroum Municipalities. This 
said mechanism was built based on the results of the 
trainings and their recommendations; each committee had 
proposed several ideas that could be implemented as a 
response to a potential social instability.

In Wadi Khaled, the Union was given the opportunity to 
design a project that would be funded by UNDP and would 
serves the objective of unity and cooperation that the 
Unions stand for. After three Union meetings and coaching 
sessions, the members decided that a welcome arc at the 
entrance of Wadi Khaled would give a positive message for 
those entering the area and reflect the unity of the villages, 
gathered officially under the Union umbrella. 

The entrance design was officially inaugurated on July 19, 

2017; with the support of the UNDP “Lebanon Host 
Communities Support Programme – LHSP” through the 
Peace Building in Lebanon project, funded by UKDFID.

Interactive and Social Games in Akroum

In parallel, and on July 2, 2017, the Union of Municipalities 
of Akroum led a four-days entertaining event in Akroum, 
Kfartoun and Qinieh targeting Syrian and Lebanese youth 
in the area. The participants enjoyed playing inflatable and 
interactive games which stressed on the importance of 
team work and community service.

Overall, the event hosted more than 800 participants. 
Echoes were positive and parents requested more similar 
initiatives. To most of the participants, it was an opportunity 
to bond and vent.

Copyrights Lebanon Support, Conflict Analysis Project on the civil society knowledge center: cskc.daleelmadni.org/cma

After many workshops, the troupe –supported by UNDP- 
will strive to impact the resilience of the communities and 
their likelihood of cooperation and joining efforts to struggle 
for issues of mutual concern. This will enable the Lebanese 
Tripolitan community to challenge stereotypes and promote 
social stability.

The troupe aims to increase awareness, among the 
residents, on the underlying social and political conditions 
that led to hostilities and armed conflict. The troupe will 
also train more youth from Tripoli on playback theatre in 
the coming phase. It hopes to equip them with the 
necessary tools and techniques to advance peace efforts 
and discuss ways to resolve and resist conflicts. 
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The Violence Free Schools (VFS) initiative was launched in 
15 schools in Tripoli and its neighbouring areas this 
January 2017. The initiative is being implemented with the 
support of the Ministry of Education and Higher Education 
and with the technical support of the Center for Active 
Citizenship (CAC) and For Development and is funded by 
Germany. After the sensitization sessions on violence and 
that were held with 2009 students, more than 150 inter-
mediate level teachers received training on tackling the 

forms of violence that they encounter in school. In May, the 
principals of the 15 participating schools started working 
with their local communities on protecting the school 
environment from external conflicts. Activities involving 
local leaders, municipalities, religious figures, mayors and 
local organizations will be taking place at the start of the 
2017-2018 academic year in order to encourage the 
students’ parents to collaborate with the schools.

A Teacher from Minieh, Leading by Example

Principals of Tripoli’s Schools Rely on the Mukhtars 
to Spread Messages of Peace and Non-Violence

When asked about his students, Samer El Eter, a sports 
teacher from Nabi Kzeiber Intermediate Public school in 
Tripoli, answered: “my students are my little brothers; I 
treat them with respect and I trust them.” 

The UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” project had 
launched its work earlier in 2017 in 15 schools in Tripoli, 
under the Violence Free Schools (VFS) initiative.

The VFS initiative aims at providing support to the schools 
that operate in  times of crises in host communities as well 
as at integrating peace building into formal and non-formal 
educational channels in Lebanon.

The VFS initiative was implemented previously in Mount 
Lebanon and the Bekaa. It has launched its activities in 
Tripoli in January 2017 and is continuing the implemen-
tation this academic year in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Education and Higher Education and in partnership with 
Center for Active Citizenship and For Development - with 
the funds of Germany.

“Nabi Kzeiber is one of the schools that have been working 
on countering violence in the school environment for 
years”, said principal Ahmad Alameddine. He added, 
“Working under the umbrella of the VFS initiative gives 
sense to our work and comforts us. We are happy to be 
working on non-violence in a systematic approach now, 
along with other schools in Tripoli. We are aware of the 
impact of these initiatives on the overall well-being of our 
students, teachers and parents and we hope it will reduce 
violence in our community.”

Located in Minieh, Tripoli, North Lebanon, the school hosts 
600 students from the area, aged between 12 and 16 
years.

During July 2017 and as the academic year came to an 
end, the preparations for the upcoming year were already 
taking place. 
Samer, supported by the school staff and management, 
initiated an awareness-raising visual campaign which was 
printed and draped in the school entrance.

The campaign was interpreted in forms of banners that 
expressed different ideas such as encouraging group work, 
belonging to the school community, the importance of 
education and the role of parents in following up on their 
children, among other messages… 

When Tripolitans will visit “Mukhtars” of Al Qobbeh, Abou 
Samra and El Tall in Tripoli during the month of October, 
they will receive flyers with messages highlighting the 
importance of the role of parents in the education and 
schooling of their children. The idea of the campaign 
comes from the principals of six schools participating in the 
Violence Free schools initiative implemented in Tripoli and 
its neighboring areas. The principals wanted to reach the 
parents of their students, through the local “Mukhtars”, to 

“The idea behind these posters is to catch the attention of 
the parents that are visiting the school for the registration 
process. With the help of my students,we designed each 
poster to have a different message – all contributing to 
promoting a safer, cleaner and violence-free school”, said 
the coach. 

He added, “The parents were surprised to see these 
murals, and they were proud to see their children involved 
and explaining about the importance of conversation, 
respect and trust. It also reassured the parents that our 
school is aware of the issues facing our community and is 
addressing them.”

insist on the importance of parental collaboration and 
follow-up in order to protect the school from all forms of 
violence. 

“A child spends 6 hours in school and 18 hours at home, 
this means that the role of parents in education is 
essential”, “If we don’t take care of our children, it will be 
hard for others to do so”, “Education is not only the 
responsibility of the school’s director and the teachers but 
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communication between the Mukhtars and the local 
residents of the neighborhood could contribute to directing 
the parents of our students towards a greater cooperation 
with the school” he said.

“All forms of violence are rejected. We should all fight 
against violence especially in schools. We are willing to help 
and spread the messages of peace education distributed 
today and advocate for change in the school environment” 
said Mukhtar of Al Qobbeh.

In addition to the flyers disseminated to the Mukhtars and 
the schools, banners and posters holding the same 
messages of peace and non-violence will be distributed all 
over Tripoli.

The UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” project has 
launched, since 2014, the Violence Free Schools initiative, 
in cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education. The initiative aims to introduce the concepts of 
peace building into the school environment. So far, 30 
public schools have received support in the Bekaa and 
Mount Lebanon; and the project is currently supporting 15 
public schools in Tripoli and its neighboring areas.  

it is also the responsibility of the parents’”, those are some 
of the messages printed on these flyers and which were 
distributed on Tuesday, the 19th of September 2017 during 
a meeting bringing together principals of the participating 
schools  and the Mukhtars to request their collaboration in 
this campaign;   in the context of the VFS initiative which 
is implemented by the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), in partnership with “For Development” 
and Center for Active Citizenship and in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Education and Higher Education and  
funded by Germany.  

This gathering was preceded by a series of meetings with 
the principals of the schools involved (Suleiman Al-
Boustany School for Boys, Ibin Sina Middle School for 
Boys, Al Fadila School for Boys, Ibrahim Yazegi School for 
Boys, Al Arz School for Boys and Al Jadida School for 
Boys.) 

Speaking on behalf of the participating school directors, 
Mostapha Dernayka, Director of the Suleiman Al-Boustany 
School for Boys, highlighted the importance of the role of 
the Mukhtars and their vital support so as to mitigate all 
forms of violence in the concerned public schools. “The 

As part of a comprehensive initiative taking place in Tripoli, 
the UNDP’s “Peace Building in Lebanon” project is 
collaborating with the Fighters For Peace (FFP) organization. 
Funded by UNDP, the FFP has already started working with 
local actors in Tripoli and its surroundings. A retreat was 

organized, gathering FFP members and former fighters 
from Tripoli who are interested in being involved in the 
process of violence prevention in their area. FFP will be 
also conducting discussion sessions and playback theatre 
sessions in Tripoli and its surroundings. 

Tripoli’s Ex-fighters Meet for the First Time

Tripoli. A city in North Lebanon that has long been linked 
to conflict, armed fights and intemperance.

This reputation has a historic dimension in Tripoli; it dates 
back to the time of the Lebanese 1975-1990 Civil War. Yet, 
Tripoli was one of the few regions where violent conflicts 
persisted, more or less intensely, until 2014; in particular 
in two adjacent areas, Bab el-Tabbaneh and Jabal Mohsen, 
where the conflict can still erupt again any time. 

In those two neighborhoods that are separated by political 
and religious differences the conflict has taken to the 
streets. Taking advantage of Tripoli’s concentrated poverty, 
politics and armed fights paid the bills, while the city paid 
the price.

After the end of the last round of fights in 2014, the 
impoverished inhabitants of both areas still suffer to rebuild 
relationships and to get along, while the healing processes 
have not yet taken place.

However, the Fighters for Peace (FFP) NGO had positive 
plans for Tripoli. The experience of ex-fighters from the 
Lebanese civil war, who decided to turn the page and 
contribute to civil peace in Lebanon, is crucial. FFP planned 
to work with Tripoli’s ex-combatants to widen its impact on 
the Lebanese communities that are still suffering from the 
residues of the war.

FFP, with the support of the UNDP “Peace Building in 
Lebanon” project, had organized a weekend-long workshop 
with 10 ex-fighters from Tripoli, mainly from Bab el-
Tabbaneh and Jabal Mohsen. 

“Our target is to draw together the roadmap towards local 
reconciliation in Tripoli. It is time to forgive and learn from 
the past”, said Ziad Saab, FFP member, during the 
weekend of 12 August 2017 to a group of Tripoli’s ex-
fighters.

Nabil from Bab el-Tabbaneh said: “Even though we are 
practically neighbors, not in my wildest dreams could I have 
imagined to meet someone from Jabal Mohsen. I am 
thankful for this gathering! I unexpectedly feel that I have 
the right to know the other side of the story, to know about 
someone who’s been through the same experience but on 
the opposite side of the fire.”

Even though Jabal Mohsen and Bab el-Tabbaneh are 
geographically close, the weekend was a new opportunity 
for the ex-fighters to meet each other for the first time.
They also got to significantly benefit from the stories of the 
FFP members and get inspired by their transformation from 
fighters during wartime to fighters for peace.

The workshop, which was one of many to follow, included 
basic trainings on conflict resolution, storytelling, 
forgiveness and biography writing.

“Among the appalling things about our conflict with our 
brothers in Tebbaneh is that unlike them, when armed 
conflict stroke, we got stuck. We had no hospitals, no 
shelters and no safe zones to keep the injured. We 
understand now how much we both were tools for bigger 
political plans. Still, we aspire to become brothers again, 
and we are lucky to meet today with the unknown ‘Other’ 
and hopefully have an impact on Tripoli’s peaceful future”, 
said Ahmad from Jabal Mohsen.
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Religious Media to Serve Civil Peace: Reflection and Action

working with Maharat Foundation on monitoring the local 
media outlets’ commitment to the “Journalists’ Pact for 
Strengthening Civil Peace in Lebanon”, which they signed 
in 2013. And since religious media were not enrolled in the 
Pact, two new studies were dedicated for better 
understanding religious media in Lebanon.

The discussion of the first study was held in April 2017 and 
focused on the status of religious media in Lebanon. The 
second study focused on the content and speech of those 
mediums.

The discussion session was an opportunity to present the 
findings of the second study on religious media to the 
participants and debate it with them. 

The second study analyzed the content of monitored 
programs in 9 radio stations and 3 television channels, 
focusing on the type of shows and whether they were 
interactive, educational or instructional.

In this context, Dr. Ali Rammal, professor at the Faculty of 
Information at the Lebanese University, and who was 

At the end of the weekend, Fouad Dirani from FFP 
announced to the participants the plans of FFP in Tripoli 
until November 2017. The ex-fighters intend to host 
dialogue shows in 10 schools in Tripoli to help prevent the 
youth’s temptation to join armed conflicts. Also, FFP plans 
to host three theatre performances and a summer camp 
with ex-fighters and youth, to raise awareness on non-
violent conflict resolution and transformation.

In conclusion, Fouad said: “When you go into a war, you 
deny others from their right of being different. You impose 
your point of view and you fight and beat them for it. When 
we look back on war, we remember the friends we lost and 
the martyrs. Though often, we don’t pay attention to what 
others have lost, nor what the country has lost either.” 

He added: “If war strikes again, I would fight to prevent it.”

Religious media has taken an important space in the 
media landscape in Lebanon, but what is its role in 
strengthening civil peace? UNDP and Maharat Foundation 
invited religious media representatives to gather on July 
18, 2017 to discuss the monitoring study titled “Religious 
Media Speech and its Conformity to Civil Peace”. The 
study was prepared by Maharat Foundation in cooperation 
with the UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” project and 
funded by Germany.

The UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” project has been 

involved in the preparation of this study, presented some 
indicators and pointed out that 315 religious programs and 
more than 150 hours a day were monitored.

The study shows that religious programs that are based on 
faith directly constitute 63% of the programs’ structure. The 
rest of the programs are inspired by the doctrine that refers 
to the life of the apostles and the good companions. 
Dr. Rammal noted that 75% of these media programs are 
registered. He concluded: “The content of religious media 
institutions is inspired by religious texts. Their main goal is 
to provide religious education to their audience.”

The discussion was facilitated by Mr. Walid Abboud, 
prominent media figure and MTV news Editor-in-Chief. He 
triggered the participants’ participation with his question: 
“How can we conduct the influencing power of the religious 
media to serve civil peace? To what extent can we use 
religious media content to ease the situation of Syrian 
refugees in Lebanon? – especially after the recent rage of 
racism towards Syrian refugees that the country witnessed 
on social media?”

Father Abdo Abou Kasam, Director of the Catholic Media 
Center, commented “We should look at Syrian refugees 
from a humanitarian perspective. Letting go of historical 
grudges and racism is the way to initiate positive discourse 
in media.”

Director of Al-Bacha’er Radio, Hussein Bachir, noted: 
“Amidst the religious-based crises, wars and fights 
surrounding Lebanon, accepting the “Other” has become 
a more delicate and difficult process. One must ask, are 
religious media institutions working on it?” 
Researcher in religious media, Ali Abbas, added: “There is 
a major obstacle facing this process. We do not notice 
religious media working towards civil peace and on 
improving the national situation, because the ownership of 
religious media is in the service of religious institutions.

According to Sister Tidola Abdo, professor at the 
Department of Religious Science and Media at Saint-
Joseph University: “The solution to promote civil peace and 
accept the ‘Other’ starts with education and building 
personal constructive relationships with the ‘Other’. 

Therefore, the religious discourse must stem from a 
theoretical approach and therefore be used for the 
promotion of civil peace and for reaching a previously 
unattained reconciliation.”

Mufti Ahmed Taleb from Dar El Fatwa supports the idea of 
“establishing a media institution that would be dedicated 
to broadcasting shared religious values and closing all 
missionary religious mediums”; he also calls for “limiting 
religious practices to Mosques and Churches.”

On another note, Stefanie Scharf, Head of Cooperation at 
the German Embassy in Beirut, said: “A free media 
landscape is an indicator of a developed country; this is 
why Germany is keen on supporting initiatives that promote 
freedom of opinion and expression”.

“If media can fuel conflicts, media can also build peace. 
Engaging religious media to strengthen civil peace is 
something to be proud of”, concluded UNDP Country 
Director, Celine Moyroud.

“If media can fuel conflicts, media 
can also build peace. Engaging 
religious media to strengthen civil 
peace is something to be proud of”

PEACE BUILDING THROUGH CIVIL SOCIETIES
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Hala Wehbe, a National News Agency (NNA) reporter 
from Al Qaa in the Bekaa, arrived early to Beirut on the 
sunny hot Friday of July 14, 2017. She was eager to meet, 
for the first time, her colleagues from other National News 
Agency offices in Mount Lebanon, South, North, Akkar 
and Bekaa. 

Hala is one of 14 NNA reporters who participated in a 
four-day media training titled: “Professional Media 
Coverage Standards for Strengthening Civil Peace”. This 
training, which is funded by Germany, was organized by 
Maharat Foundation, in collaboration with the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and in 
partnership with the National News Agency at the Ministry 
of Information.

Participants in this training were sensitized on the concept 
of non-discrimination and on the respect of the “Other”, a 
key objective of this programme.

They were also equipped with the skills and tools to cover 
initiatives and topics in a conflict-sensitive approach and 
from peace building and social stability perspectives.
“I was convinced by the methodology used in the training 
and the programme was resourceful”, said Hala.

Ibrahim Hamza, National News Agency reporter from 
Tebnin, South Lebanon, said that “National media, when 

Nora has been unemployed for a year now. She took part 
in a discussion session organized by the UNDP “Peace 
Building in Lebanon” project held on Tuesday 22 August, 
2017, at Dar El-Nimer in Hamra.

During this session, Nora shared her experience with an 
audience of 60 journalists, activists, students and university 
professors. They came to discuss the latest issue, No 16, 
of the news supplement published by UNDP “Peace 
Building in Lebanon” project on August 7, 2017. The news 
supplement, which is funded by Germany, was distributed 
with An-Nahar newspaper in its Arabic version, with The 
Daily Star in its English version, and with L’Orient-Le Jour 
newspaper in its French version.  

“I used to blame Syrians for taking our jobs”, said Nora, 
“But now that I have read the news supplement you are 
discussing today, and heard several points of view, I 
understood that I should have a different perspective on 
this issue and should not blame anyone nor throw any 
prejudice”. 

The session was an opportunity to listen to the readers’ 
feedback and engage in an open and constructive 
discussion in the presence of the supplements’ contributors. 
Discussion evolved around the articles of the issue which 
tackled Lebanese labor policies, racism and its social 

used in a conflict-sensitive and objective manner, can play 
a vital role in de-escalating conflict and building peace. 
That’s what participants have learned from this training”.

This training was also an opportunity to introduce the 
“Journalists’ Pact for Strengthening Civil Peace in 
Lebanon”. The Pact was signed by 34 media institutions 
in 2013 and was drawn up based on the input of the media 
outlets. It reaffirms the Lebanese media’s leading role in 
rejecting discrimination and promoting civil peace and 
covers media ethics, duties of journalists and media 
institutions. Since 2016, UNDP has been organizing series 
of meetings in North, South and Mount Lebanon and 
Bekaa aimed at introducing the Pact to media personnel 
and local reporters and advocating for conflict-sensitive 
reporting.

“Now that I know about this Pact, I will abide by its clauses 
and apply it whenever possible”, said Fadi Tabib, National 
News Agency reporter in Jounieh, Mount Lebanon.

During the distribution of the training certificates, National 
News Agency Director Laure Sleiman highlighted the 
participants’ eagerness and enthusiasm despite crossing 
long distances to attend this training every day in Beirut. 
She wished for more similar activities that aim at building 
the skills of a key state institution. 

Participants had to apply the skills they acquired by going 
to the field and preparing stories on topics of their choice 
but that are linked to civil peace and social stability. These 
articles will be published on the National News Agency 
website.

“We were like calm water in a well, but this training has 
turned us into a vibrant running spring. We feel empowered 
and enthusiastic. We can now keep up with the techniques, 
theories and technology of today!”, said Mohammad Berri, 
local National News Agency reporter from Bent Jbeil.

Stimulating the Commitment of National News 
Agency Reporters to Strengthen Civil Peace

Fighting Prejudice and Racism with Facts and Figures
Discussion Session Tackles Repercussions of the Syrian Crisis on Lebanon

repercussions on Lebanon, the impact of the rent policies 
on Lebanon, stories of refuge and many other issues.

Bachir Khoury, journalist and participant in this supplement, 
explained that “off the beaten track and away from the 
analyses often made about Syrian refugees and the 
negative impact of their presence on the country’s 
economy, one thing is certain, despite the shy media 
coverage it receives: this presence has benefits too, and 
considerable ones.”

Sobhiya Najjar, a news reporter, journalist and researcher 
and a participant in this supplement, presented the stories 
she had written in the supplement. Her stories were ones 
that are told by Syrian workers recounting their daily 
suffering in the country of asylum at the social and legal 
levels, as well as their relationship with the Lebanese host 
community.

“If we don’t talk about the sufferings of the refugees, and 
their pain, we become a heartless and ruthless society”, 
said Sobhiya.

This discussion session was also an opportunity to gather 
feedback on both the format and content of the supplement 
and collect suggestions and recommendations for the 
upcoming supplements. Participants suggested different 
topics to be discussed from a legal, social, economic and 
human rights perspective.

Other than the topic of the repercussions of the Syrian 
crisis on Lebanon, the supplement discussed civil peace 
related topics.

Nadine Bekdache from “Public Works Studio”, shared with 
the audience some findings regarding rent policies in 
Beirut. These findings were mentioned in the article she 
wrote in the supplement on “the repercussions of rent 
policies on the city and everyday life”.



The UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” project works since 2007 
on enhancing mutual understanding and social cohesion by 
addressing root causes of conflict in Lebanon. The project has 
been also lately working on addressing the impact of the Syrian 
crisis on social stability in Lebanon.

The project supports different groups from local leaders to 
educators, youth, media professionals, journalists and civil society 
activists in developing both medium and long-term strategies for 
peace building, crisis management and conflict prevention.
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