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Situation in Numbers 

993,000  
children in need of 

humanitarian assistance 

 

1,770,000 
people in need 
(HNO 2019) 

 

103,352 
Internally displaced people  

in 18 provinces (IOM, October 

2019) 

 

79,720* 

people repatriated from 

Tanzania, including 20,916 

in 2019 (UNHCR, November 

2019) 

 
UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

* With 329,252 Burundian refugees seeking asylum in neighbouring countries. 

Highlights 

• The year 2019 was particularly marked by health epidemics, with two 
cholera outbreaks declared, worrying peaks of malaria throughout the year, 
alarming measles cases reported since November and continuous efforts 
to prevent and prepare a spillover of Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) from the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 

• UNICEF and its partners have been present on various fronts all along the 
year to provide an adequate multi sector response to the needs of children 
and families at-risk and affected by epidemics and natural disasters and 
those on the move.  

• 32,745 children with severe acute malnutrition have been admitted and 
treated in health facilities supported by UNICEF. 

• A total of 1,558,273 people, more than half children, were reached with 
direct key life-saving messages on Ebola. 

• At the end of 2019, UNICEF has mobilized 96 per cent of the 2019 
Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) funding to respond to the most 
essential needs of children and women in Burundi. 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 

UNICEF appealed for US$ 10M to sustain the provision of life-saving services for women and children in Burundi. In 

2019, the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), UK Department for International 

Development (DFID), US Agency for International Development (USAID), European Commission Humanitarian Aid 

(ECHO), National Committees for UNICEF (France, Germany, US, UK, Australia), the Governments of Belgium and 

Korea and CERF have generously contributed to UNICEF Burundi’s humanitarian response. UNICEF expresses its 

sincere gratitude to all public and private donors for the contributions received.  

Despite the fact that the Office was able to mobilize 96 per cent funding against the HAC 2019 target, the analysis per 

sector shows a funding gap of 20 per cent.  This is due to the fact that the funding needs for Ebola Virus Disease 

(EVD) preparedness were greater than originally planned and the office was successful in mobilizing funds to this effect 

while funding for other emergencies was more challenging. 

Education and Health are the sectors most affected by this lack of funds, which has resulted in the need to 

reallocate from regular resources to procure the most urgent emergency supplies, including donations of medical inputs, 

particularly to respond to measles cases. At least US$ 500,000 is urgently needed to procure vaccines and essential 

medicines for the contingency plan. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The year 2019 was particularly marked by the response to and the preparedness for epidemics, with the occurrence of 

two cholera outbreaks that recorded the highest number since 2015, worrying peaks of malaria throughout the year 

which also led to the highest number of episodes since 2014, and finally, alarming suspected cases of measles from 

November onwards. The risk of an outbreak of EVD in Burundi has also significantly mobilized the government and 

partners for prevention and preparedness.  

Burundi is particularly exposed to natural disasters, which are responsible for 79% of the displaced population1, and 

in 2019, periods of drought, heavy rains, floods and landslides have caused human and material damage (partial or total 

destruction of classrooms, health centres, water systems, housing and loss of assets, protection issues).  

The arrival trend of refugees from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) remained stable in 2019.  The number of 

repatriated Burundian refugees, mainly from Tanzania, stood at a relatively low level compared to the forecasts made 

for the year partly due to uncertainties in the context for example linked to reintegration opportunities. 

The situation of children in Burundi remains of concern despite efforts to address the multifaceted needs and 

protection risks they face. The shock created by humanitarian emergencies in the current socio-economic context has 

a direct impact on the resilience of families and communities. Vulnerable children, including returnees, out of school 

youth or children living in the streets are at risk of violence, abuse and exploitation. A significant number of children, 

especially returnees from neighboring countries, do not have birth certificates which limits their access to basic services, 

especially health and education. 

UNICEF and its partners have been present on these different fronts all along the year to provide an adequate multi 

sector response to the needs of affected and at-risk children and families. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 

UNICEF, in close collaboration with the Ministry of Health (MoH) and respective provincial health offices, supported the 

treatment of children with severe acute malnutrition (SAM), with a focus on 12 provinces hosting IDPs and returnees, 

and provinces with high prevalence of global acute malnutrition and high rate of admission of SAM children. From 

January to October 2019, 32,745 children were admitted for SAM treatment. The number of admissions exceeded the 

annual target of 30,000 SAM due to further crises such as malaria surge, drought and persistent food insecurity in some 

areas.  Programme performance indicators are within targets and acceptable standards with 90 per cent cured. With 

support from the World Food Program (WFP) and the INGO World Vision, 54,537 children with moderate acute 

malnutrition and 29,000 pregnant and lactating women were supplemented. A total of 206,272 children under five years 

were screened for earlier detection of malnutrition and 92,289 household received cash transfers to prevent under 

nutrition.  

In collaboration with Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies of Burundi2 and WFP, results from the joint Food 

security and nutrition survey 2019 were released officially this year. The survey showed that the stunting rate decreased 

                                                      
1 IOM Burundi displacement dashboard, October 2019 
2 Institut de statistiques et d’études économiques du Burundi (ISTEEBU) 
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at 54 per cent compared to 56 per cent the previous year (SMART Nutrition Survey, 2018) and global acute malnutrition 

stood at 5.1 per cent, compared to 4.5 per cent in 2018, with 22 Health Districts’ prevalence above 5 per cent.  

In addition, through UNICEF technical and financial support, 40 staff from the nutrition sector, the National Integrated 

Food and Nutrition Programme (PRONIANUT) and the Emergency department of the Ministry of Health have increased 

their capacity on nutrition in emergencies through a five-day-long training session. 

Health 

As part of EVD preparedness, UNICEF developed and rolled out an integrated package, including quality supervision 

of activities performed by the central level and availability of critical supply contingency stocks (Interagency Emergency 

Health). Support was also provided to resolve issues around the cold chain, including at the designated Ebola Treatment 

Center and vaccines transportation during the campaign. 

Burundi continued to experience cholera outbreaks in 2019 for at least 11 districts out of 46. UNICEF supported the 

MoH’s response through the provision of cholera treatment kits for 70,000 people. From January to December 2019, 

1,195 cholera cases and seven deaths (CFR of <1%) were reported in nine districts out of 46, which is the highest 

number recorded in the country ever.  

The country had also noted an increased number of suspected measles cases toward the end of the year. MoH 

surveillance data suggest that at least 169 suspected cases were notified in 2019 with 62 per cent of them occurring 

since the first week of November, of which 44 samples were tested with three positives so far. The first confirmed cases 

were reported in a refugee transit site from DRC and other cases from Bujumbura city. UNICEF provided a contingency 

stock of measles and rubella vaccines. In total, 910 children aged nine months to 14 years have been vaccinated before 

the end of the year. 

The year 2019 has seen a historic surge in the number of malaria episodes. According to the MoH surveillance 

data, the cumulative number of malaria cases reported during the year has reached 8,892,300 with 3,287 deaths as of 

week 52; as opposed to 4,723,202 cases and 2,016 deaths in 2018, and 7,565,294 cases with 3,264 deaths in 2017. 

This surge in malaria cases and deaths could be attributable to resistance to first line treatment among other factors. 

MoH and partners are currently implementing a switch of the first line treatment for malaria. 

WASH 

Within the framework of EVD preparedness, UNICEF has provided 16 points of entry (PoE) with a WASH package 

reaching a total of 2,340,000 people. Basic sanitation systems have been constructed at 16 POE; access to water is 

ensured at 14 PoE (five connections to water supply networks, five newly drilled boreholes and four bladders with 

emergency water trucking). To reinforce these activities, hand washing devices and soap (19 POEs) have been 

distributed by the NGO AIDE and Department of Health, Hygiene and Sanitation Promotion (DPSHA) under the MoH.  

At community level the door-to-door awareness carried out by 390 mobilizers and the action of 30 collective associations 

previously trained by the NGO AIDE reached 519,821 people. Also, health personnel (208), health hygiene promotors 

(97), Communal Directors of Education (6), Directors (57), teachers (150), and school children (56,964) (26,056 girls 

and 27,912 boys) have been sensitized in prevention of EVD by the NGO AIDE and DPSHA. 

In partnership with the Civil Protection, the Burundian Red Cross (BRC) and Gruppo di Volontariato Civile (GVC), 

UNICEF is supporting the cholera response in affected provinces through water trucking, the training of community 

leaders and the sensitization of approximately 209,269 people directly and indirectly through radio. 

Education 

To provide a better learning environment for children, UNICEF along with its partners completed the rehabilitation 

of 152 classrooms in provinces affected by natural disasters, benefitting 9,500 students, and supported the construction 

and equipment of 10 semi-permanent classrooms aiming at reintegrating and providing learning opportunities to 500 

street children in Bujumbura. UNICEF also supported 500 internally displaced and returnee children through the 

construction and equipment of 10 new additional permanent classrooms in association with the communities. 

Additionally, remedial courses have been organized in return and displacement areas reaching 40,000 students on the 

move.  

A new teacher training guide on Education in Emergencies has been developed and validated by the Ministry of 

Education. Training sessions are being rolled within the Burundian education system and reached 1,060 teachers in 

2019. 

UNICEF promoted EVD awareness throughout the education system with the training of 930 teachers reaching 

53,835 students with key messages in 296 priority schools.  
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Child Protection 

In 2019, a total of 169,574 children (102,056 boys, 67,518 girls) benefitted from emergency child protection services 

(including case management, psychosocial support, family tracing/reunification, alternative care and education 

reintegration activities, among others) provided by UNICEF partners. This included 145,832 children (89,517 boys, 

56,315 girls) regularly attending 51 child-friendly spaces and 16,029 internally displaced, returnee and vulnerable host 

community children (8,042 boys, 7,987 girls) who accessed school reintegration, vocational training and 

apprenticeship as well as income generating activities. This represents an overachievement from 100,000 children 

targeted in 2019 thanks to the association of community-based child protection structures in supporting children affected 

by emergencies and raising awareness. 

As part of this, UNICEF supported psychosocial training for 95 social workers (42 women and 53 men) and 

awareness-creation for 31,318 children (12,658 girls, 18,660 boys) in six priority districts in the roll out of the EVD 

psychosocial support preparedness.  

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

UNICEF, as co-lead with the Ministry of Health of the sub-commission for communication on Ebola, contributed 

extensively to Ebola preparedness efforts in Burundi through its work on risk communication and community 

engagement. Working with partners such as the Ministry of Health (MoH) and the Burundian Red Cross, 7 million people 

(3.5 million children) were reached with Ebola prevention messages. Following a consultative process, a draft 

community engagement strategy for Ebola is now available based on lessons learned and good practices.  

Through the Life Skills Programme, 25,056 adolescents were organized into solidarity groups which enabled them to 

meet with peers, socialize and become more integrated into their communities. Solidarity groups are safe spaces 

accessible to all adolescents who choose to meet in an informal setting.  

Due to the malaria situation throughout the year, UNICEF also contributed to designing and disseminating prevention 

materials for at-risk population.  

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
UNICEF actively participates in the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) and intersectoral meetings that lead the strategic 

and cross-sectoral coordination of the humanitarian response. UNICEF currently leads with its governmental 

counterparts the water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), nutrition and education sectors, leads the child protection sub-

cluster and co-leads the health sector. UNICEF also participates in the in-country interagency gender-based violence 

sub-group and to the Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) Task Force. Sectors under the coordination 

of OCHA have also coordinated with the National Platform for Risk Prevention and Disaster Management to respond to 

natural disasters regularly affecting the country. 

A Memorandum of Understanding signed in 2018 with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

has run throughout 2019 to guide effective and efficient coordination to respond to the needs of refugees and returnees. 

UNICEF continues to provide technical support as a member of the National Ebola Taskforce and the sub-committee 

for WASH/infection prevention and control, led by the MoH with support from the World Health Organization (WHO) and 

as co-lead of the sub-committee for Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE), which meets regularly 

to discuss and coordinate interventions. On the ground of EVD preparedness, UNICEF and sister agencies are looking 

into further developing close partnerships to demonstrate coordinated efforts and optimize the impact of interventions 

especially at the decentralized level where gaps remain. 

Human Interest Stories and External Media 
In 2019, the UNICEF Burundi Communications team focused on Ebola preparedness with photos and videos assets 

published and shared by several social media accounts. A photo essay was published on the regional UNICEF website, 

and another one on community mobilization was shared by Forbes magazine. 

UNICEF Burundi Representative, Jeremy Hopkins, visited the Spanish National Committee early in June. He briefed 

journalists on the current situation of children in the country. The visit resulted in several media pieces, on RNE (National 

Radio of Spain), EFE (Spanish international News agency)  Europa Press (Spanish Independent News agency). EFE 

and Europa press pieces were replicated in several Spanish media. Those pieces focused mainly on malnutrition. 

El Mundo seized the opportunity of Burundi’s first participation to the Africa Cup of Nations to publish a story on soccer 

in Burundi, with a UNICEF Representative quote. 

https://www.unicef.org/esa/stories/ebola-preparedness-rumonge-burundi
https://www.forbes.com/sites/unicefusa/2019/10/29/fighting-ebola-with-road-shows-and-radio-spots-in-burundi/#49c3d2c65cbe
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/kmplus-account-files/1106711/2019/6/6/R4rivoqn0eXcAyW4iW0cw.mp4
https://www.lavanguardia.com/politica/20190604/462674941146/jovenes-desnutricion-y-pobreza-los-grandes-retos-de-unicef-en-burundi.html
https://www.europapress.es/internacional/noticia-burundi-pais-pobre-joven-donde-ayuda-humanitaria-puede-marcar-diferencia-20190608094550.html
https://www.elmundo.es/deportes/futbol/2019/06/19/5d062b85fdddffcc858b4668.html
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Next SitRep: 31 March 2020 
 

UNICEF Burundi information page: https://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/burundi.html  

UNICEF Burundi Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal:  https://www.unicef.org/appeals/burundi.html 

 

 

 

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Jeremy Hopkins 

Representative 

UNICEF Burundi 

Tel: +257 22202010 

Email: jhopkins@unicef.org  

Marjan Montezami 

Deputy Representative 

UNICEF Burundi 

Tel: +257 22202020 

Email: mmontezami@unicef.org  

Audrey Lecomte 

Emergency Specialist 

UNICEF Burundi 

Tel: +257 22202013 

Email: alecomte@unicef.org  

https://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/burundi.html
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/burundi.html
mailto:jhopkins@unicef.org
mailto:mmontezami@unicef.org
mailto:alecomte@unicef.org
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

  Cluster/Sector Response UNICEF and IPs 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 

2019 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

2019 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition        

Number of children 

under five with SAM 

admitted for treatment 

30,000 30,000 32,745 ▲1,286 30,000 32,745 ▲1,286 

Health        

Number of people, at 

least half of them 

children, provided with 

essential drugs, 

including malaria drugs 

250,000    250,000 227,665 ▲157,665 

WASH        

Number of people 

accessing the agreed 

quantity of water for 

cooking, drinking and 

personal hygiene 

250,000 250,000 362,457 ▲7,510 200,000 362,457 ▲7,510 

Number of people 

provided with information 

on key hygiene practices 

250,000 250,000 729,090 ▲157,971 200,000 729,0903 ▲157,971 

Child Protection        

Number of children and 

adolescents benefitting 

from critical child 

protection services 

150,000 150,000 169,574 ▲14,201 100,000 169,5744 ▲14,201 

Education        

Number of children 

accessing formal and 

non-formal early 

learning, pre-primary 

and primary education 

115,000 115,000 73,000 ▲45,389 100,000 50,500 ▲22,889 

Number of teachers 

trained on education in 

emergencies and 

disaster risk reduction 

1,500 1,500 2,230 ▲1,495 1,000 1,9905 ▲1,125 

C4D        

Number of children and 

adolescents benefitting 

from peace, social 

mobilization and life 

skills education 

150,000    150,000 25,056 ▲0 

Number of people 

reached with Ebola 

preparedness activities 

500,000    500,000 1,558,273 ▲218,359 

                                                      
3 Hygiene promotion results exceed the targets mainly due to the amount of activities conducted for Ebola preparedness and the multiple cholera 

outbreaks since the beginning of the year, which meant increased efforts from UNICEF and partners. 
4 Thanks to the participation of new community structures in the projects (more than 2,000 Child Protection Committees and 4,395 village savings 
and loan groups) and providing support to children affected by emergencies and in raising awareness, the level of funding has allowed UNICEF to 
reach a significant additional number of children. 
5 The initial target has been overreached mainly due to the training of additional teachers for EVD preparedness. 
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Annex B 

Funding Status* 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 

Year 
Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  2,500,000 2,256,699 1,706,862 0 0% 

Health 1,500,000 317,7476 0 1,182,253 79% 

WASH 1,500,000 1,284,268 107,443 108,289 7% 

Child Protection 2,000,000 666,450 1,483,643 0 0% 

Education 1,500,000 546,525 399,956 553,519 37% 

C4D 750,000 612,098 0 137,902 18% 

Cluster Coordination  250,000 67,743 182,257 0 0% 

Total 10,000,000 5,751,530 3,880,161 1,981,963 20% 

* As defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 01/01/2019 for a period of 12 months 

 

                                                      
6 Additional support has been received through an in-kind donation of vaccines to respond to the measles cases 


