
 

Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

As of May 28, and within the reporting period, the total number of confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 rose to 2,380 with the most significant increase and expansion thus far. Over 

the past two weeks the pandemic has spread to three other Provinces bringing the number 

of affected regions to eight out of nine and confirming the active and rapid community 

transmission patterns. The trend of patient recovery is still consolidating with a total of 631 

cases discharged (an increase of 287 cases) over the reporting period the death toll 

stands at 14 recorded fatalities. The Estuaire and the Haut-Oggoue Provinces remain the 

two major outbreak hotspots with respectively 80% and 14% of the overall reported 

confirmed cases. Laboratory capacity across the country has significantly increased with 

the establishment of a new polyvalent center which can perform up to 10,000 tests per 

day. This increased testing capacity will further accelerate Government efforts to test, 

trace, and treat cases. A total of 12,060 people has been tested since the outbreak.  tests. 

The scarcity of demographic and desegregated data is still prevalent. According to the 

available figures, men account for 62% of positive cases and children under 18 for 9%.   

 

There is no change in the restriction’s measures since May the 11th when the Government 

ended the State of Emergency and relaxed some of the lockdown constraints while 

maintaining and enforcing strict social distancing guidelines with compulsory mask 

wearing along all the other prevention actions, school shutdown and the ban of 

commercial flights and interprovincial traveling. However, With the lockdown relaxed in 

greater Libreville area, compliance with rules on social distancing and use of facemasks 

is inadequate.  

  

A new set of socio-economic measures was adopted by the Government; this includes a 

financial compensation package for frontline health workers who are facing considerable 

pressures and risks while battling against the virus.    

 

UNICEF continues to step up its response in coordination and synergy with the 

Government, the United Nations, the major multilateral partners and the civil society to 

deliver critical IPC, RCCE, WASH, education, child and social protection support and 

services.      

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health and HIV/AIDS  
UNICEF has enhanced its assistance to the 

Government to streamline the response to COVID-19 

and to ensure the continuity of key Maternal, Neonatal, 

Child and Adolescent Health (MNCAH)  services. 

Preliminary report from the field indicates mild 

disruption in immunization programmes across the 

country. UNICEF and the Ministry of Health are working 

to limit the negative impact of the COVID-19 on 

immunization coverage which was already facing 

downward trends over the recent years This support 

extends to the continuity of services through providing 

guidance, oversight and ressources for revamping the 

Cold Chain and the planning of Supplementary 

Immunization Activities (SIAs) in low coverage 

disctricts. In addition, further support will expand to a 

quick impact assessment of the COVID-19 on 

immunization, and the development of an advocacy and 

communication plan to support immunization activities.  

The support to the People Living with HIV/AIDS (PLHIV  

has been furthered in partnership with UNDAIS and 

CSOs to alleviate the impact of COVID-19 and PMTCT 

services and the access to treatment.        

  

WASH/IPC  
 

UNICEF continues to expand its support to the 

WASH/IPC interventions within a comprehensive 

programme carried-out in partnership with Libreville 

Municipality as part of the Child-Friendly Cities Initiative 

repurposing to address COVID-19. It entails an 

integrated package of activities ranging from the 

intallation of handwashing stations in underserved 

subruban disctricts, a large anti-vectorial desinfection 
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programme and the confection and distribution of 

masks to vulnerable communities.  This intervention is 

intended to beneffiting 100,000 inhabitants and will 

have a multiplier effect as it is compelementing other 

partners actions. In addition to these efforts, UNICEF 

and the Ministry of Education are closely working for a 

WASH/IPC component to support the reopening of 

schools which is scheduled for late june.  

 

RCCE/C4D 

UNICEF is intrensifying its RCCE intervention with a 

multi-focal and multimedia communication plan 

focusing on synchronized  and integrated campaigns 

with a large array of civil society and communicators 

networks. Nine public, private and faith-based media 

and platforms are rolling out at a national level tailored 

content and messages promoting COVID-19 preventive 

measures and behaviors as well as Essential Family 

Practices, Facts for Life and child rights.   Up to 350,000 

persons have been reached through these programme 

and the numbers are set to substantially increase as a 

major partnership with the Gabonese Community Radio 

Network (ARCEG) is being launched with a systematic 

and large six-months broadcasting activities combining 

key messages, interactive programmes and religious 

and traditional leaders engagment. This will be further 

fostred by an integrated, blended and simultaneous 

RCCE programme in collaboration with Libreville 

Municipality conveying critical messaging on TV, radio, 

social medias and poster and billboard displaying. The 

Country Office  is also part of the Global TRACE TV 

partenership which has a large coverage in Gabon and 

will be airing TV spots on COVID-19 and Child 

Protection soon to expand the outreach and ensure 

RCCE interventions are consistant and systematic to 

raise awareness and spur social change. 

 

Education 

In the area  of Education UNICEF has expanded its 

assistance by supporting the Government 

strengthening its reponse amidst the continued school 

shutdown to ensure every child has equitable and 

effective access to quality remote learing through the 

operationnalization of XGEST platform which target 

25,000 students taking the final high school 

examination, revising and tailoring lessons and 

curricula and supporting educational TV and radio 

programmes. UNICEF has significantly focused on 

ensuring equity in the access of distance or home based 

learning programmes for children with limited access to 

TV and radio learning programme. As a result, the 

partnership with the Ministry of Education led to the 

design, printing and shipment of tailored learning 

material to 18,000 children nationwide. In addition, 

UNICEF is continuously providing strategic, technical 

and financial contribution to the remote learning offer 

and to upcoming school reopening as well as the 

procurement of learning kits. To materialize this 

support, UNICEF and the MoE signed a cooperation 

agreement in a public ceremony to stress the 

importance of implementing the planned interventions.  

 

Child protection 

For child protection, UNICEF is bringing a crucial 

contribution towards alleviating the burden of the 

pandemic on the most vulnerable children mainly 

trafficked and migrant children, homeless children and 

children deprived of their liberties. A holistic care, 

protection, counselling, psycho-social assistance, 

shelter, education, food package is delivered to them. 

Over the last two weeks nine faith-based and private 

radios continuously aired six key messages on COVID-

19 prevention measures and on Violence, sexual abuse 

and neglect prevention. Both weekly radio and TV 

programmes featuring thematic awareness raising on 

protective services for children are having huge 

outreach. It is estimated that more than 350,000 people 

have been reached through this programmes. 

Moreover, the Child Protection programme has 

emphasized its work on mental health and post-trauma 

support targeting the frontline health workers and other 

vulnerable groups.  

The setting-up of a free-toll number (Child Help Line) for 

the management and referral of cases of Violence 

against children (VAC) and Gender Based Violence will 

have a major impact. Considerable efforts have been 

also undertaken to guarantee the continuity of child 

protection systems in the nine provinces.  

 

With consideration of the geographic expansion of the 

COVID-19 throughout the Country, UNICEF Child 

Protection and partners are working on response plan 

beyond the greater Libreville area.  

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

UNICEF is member of the COVID-19 Presidential Task Force and leading the IPC working group. It also is the co-

leading agency for the UN Joint Programme SDG Funds for Social Protection and is actively contributing to all United 

Nations fora and working groups positioning children agenda and priorities and encouraging synergies and collaborative 

actions.  A dynamic and iterative assessment and analysis of the evolving situation and emerging priorities led to 

substantial adaptations, repurposing and readjustments to come up with informed decisions and strategies and to 

adequately deal with the pandemic and its ramifications on children and the deprived segments of the population. This 



covers the SDG Funds, the Child-Friendly Initiative (CFCI), education and social cohesion. UNICEF led important high 

advocacy actions on Juvenile Justice, birth registration, immunization and education. The partnership with multilateral 

partners mainly the World Bank has been strengthened to leverage resources and expertise and to diversify and improve 

UNICEF response to COVID-19 and its aftermath.  

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

During the reporting period, the Swedish International Development Cooperation 

Agency, the Global Thematic Funds for Education, and the Global Funds for 

Tuberculosis, Malaria and HIV-AIDS, contributed to UNICEF Gabon COVID-19 

response plan. The requirements of the response plan amount to USD 750K, out of 

which USD 200K have been used.  

 

External Media 

UNICEF Country Office has rolled-out an external communication and outreach 
plan to document the COVID-19 response and to raise the overall UNICEF profile.  
A pertinent and steady content was produced and disseminated on various national 
medias and UNICEF and United Nations platforms.   
 

link  

 

YouTube channel 

 

https://twitter.com/UNICEFGabon 

 

https://bit.ly/3crJOSp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For more information contact: 

 

  

Donatien Tameko  

Representative, a.i  

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel:   +24174964946 

Email: dtameko@unicef.org  

 

Brahim Ould Isselmou 

Communication Specialist  

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel: +24162480907 

Email: bouldisselmou@unicef.org 

Michel Ikamba 

OIC Deputy Representative,  

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel: +24177502370 

Email: mikamba@unicef.org 

* Funds available includes funding 

received against current appeal as well 

as carry-forward from previous year. 

Funds 
available

$200K

Funding gap
$750K

Funding status

https://www.unicef.org/gabon/covid-19-r%C3%A9ponse-du-gabon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_mav140Y2g
https://twitter.com/UNICEFGabon
https://bit.ly/3crJOSp


 

 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention 

and access to services 

700,000 350,000 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE ACTIONS 200 172 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/ clarifications 
for available support services to address their needs through established 
feedback mechanisms 

2,000 206 

WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 

items) and services 
70,000 4,150 

Health   

Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities 

provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
300 - 

Nutrition   

- - - 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning  345,073 68,500 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 

prevention and control)  
500 - 

Child Protection and GBV    

Number of children without parental or family care provided with appropriate 

alternative care arrangements 
1,000 650 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 

community 

based mental health and psychosocial support3 

10,000 2000 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible 

channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse 
300 210 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on 
GBV risk mitigation and referrals for survivors 

50 50 

Social Protection   

Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian multi-
sector cash grant for basic needs  

- - 

 

  



Annex B 

Funding Status* 
 

Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 150,000 40,000 110,000 73% 

WASH & IPC 100,000 10,000 90,000 90% 

Health 70,000  70,000 100% 

Child Protection 110,000 50,000 60,000 55% 

Education 180,000 70,000 110,000 61% 

HIV/AIDS 40,000 30,000 10,000 25% 

Technical Support, Operational Cost, 

Coordination, M&E 
100,000 - - 100% 

Total 750,000 200,000 550,000 73% 

 

 


