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This report is produced by OCHA Afghanistan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Afghanistan. It covers the 
period from 06 to 11 June 2014.  

Highlights 
 Severe flash floods occurred on 06 June in Guzargah-e-Nur district in Baghlan province killing about 81 people 

and destroying an estimated 400 houses; assessments are on-going. 
 Access to Guzargah-e-Nur district is not yet possible by vehicles as the un-paved, earth roads have been 

washed away by the floods and are impassable. 
 Relief supplies are on standby to be transported to the district once the road is cleared. Based on the current 

estimate from the contractors, the first road will not be open before 13 June 2014. 
 In all about 150,000 people in Afghanistan have been affected by floods in 2014.  

Situation Overview  
In the afternoon of 06 June 2014 large flash floods devastated a number of villages in Guzargah-e-Nur district of 
Baghlan province, in North East Afghanistan. Reports from the Afghan National Disaster Management Authority 
(ANDMA) say 81 people died due to flood, 35 people were injured, seven seriously who were sent to the provincial 
hospital for further treatment. 

An UNHAS helicopter carried a 16 person 
inter-agency assessment team comprising 
NGO and UN staff to Guzargah-e-Nur on 9 
June, for a rapid assessment mission. WFP 
PAT monitors stayed behind to continue 
assessments on 10 & 11 June.  

So far the team found 380 houses were 
destroyed and 40 houses have damaged. 
The number of affected families is still being 
assessed, but likely to be up to 400 families.  

The assessment is still ongoing in in Dasht e 
Khasa, Zeya Wali, Deh Qandi, Dasht e 
Khakee, Deh Miran, Shadmani and Dana 
Gharoo village. Once the assessments are 
completed they will be consolidated by IoM 
and then shared by OCHA. 

WFP dispatched 1 metric ton of high-energy 
biscuits by helicopter, which were distributed to 238 flood affected families, providing three day emergency rations.  

The Bakhtar Development Network (BDN) is the BPHS 
implementer in the district is running 1 health clinic 
which are unaffected by the floods. In addition, they 
have set up two mobile health teams to work with the 
flood affected population. Health supplies were pre-
positioned in the clinics before the floods, so there are 
sufficient health supplies to meet the basic health 
needs of the population. However, more complicated 
treatment needing referrals cannot be made, due to 
the lack of vehicle access. 

Two teams of contractors are working with excavators 
to open the blocked roads from both Pul-e-Khumri and 
Taloqan provincial capitals. Two excavators are 
working in Eshkasmesh district of Takhar province to 
open the road to Guzargah-e-Nur district.  The date 
when the road will be open depends on the progress Houses destroyed in Guzargah-e-Nur (Source: OCHA)
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made by the contractors:  based on the 
current estimate from the contractors, this 
will likely not be before 13 June 2014. 

Hundreds of houses have damaged or 
destroyed in Yahya, Jeryan, Zeh Wali, 
Dahte Khasa, Mir Khel, Yahood, Dahnae 
Gharoo, Deh Qandee, Koree Naw, Jar Ab, 
Dashte Khakaye Payeen, Khasaye Payeen 
villages in Guzargahi Nur  district according 
to the Baghlan Provincial Governor and the 
ANDMA director. Affected people have 
been taken in by the local community in 
surrounding villages.  

ANA distributed 100 tents, however the 
tents set up in the area were not used by 
the affected families, which suggests that 
either they were sleeping in relatives’ 
houses or the distribution was not needs-
based.   

The Operational Coordination Team met on 10 June in Puli Khumri and agreed that Food, NFIs, WASH and 
Emergency shelter are needed; the tents, NFIs and food shall be distributed after the assessments are completed. 

• Focus has 50 tents, 50 blankets and 50 plastic sheets, ARCS 200 tents, DRRD 10 tents; so altogether 260 
tents are available and ready for transportation, while UNHCR will make up any shortfall if required in tents.  

• IOM has 400 NFIs kits but if more were needed, IOM can cover the need.  

• WHO has already delivered enough health kits to Baghlan Public Health Department.   

 

Humanitarian Response: updates from clusters 

 Wash  

Needs:  Around 1,000 households are in need of drinking water, as four water supply systems have been reported 
damaged.  Currently, people are obtaining water directly from the stream. Most households do not have access to 
latrines - at least 200 latrines were destroyed. 

Response: Mission East is the only NGO present in the affected area, and are reaching the flood affected 
population on foot. They plan to start working on damaged water supply systems and latrine construction once the 
roads are opened.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: Distribution of water containers and chlorine/chlorination tablets is needed. 

 

Health 

Needs: General health assistance is a standing requirement including mobile health teams, health education and 
implementation of measles campaign. 

Response: WHO have supplied essential medicine to EPRP committee of MoPH: these medicines are being 
transported to the final destination by donkey.  Drugs and supplies are available in the field, no shortages reported. 

BDN, the BPHS implementer in the area, are operating 1 fixed clinic which was not affected by the floods. 
Additionally they have mobilized health staff in two mobile clinics to attend the affected population.  

UNICEF will start a measles vaccination campaign and provide health education, latrines and further medicine. 

Gaps and Constraints: Based on the initial assessment report EPR department of MoPH is advising the 
establishment of a static clinic in the middle of affected villages. In consideration of the geography and accessibility, 

WFP Food distributed in PIK (Source: OCHA) 
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Background on the crisis 
Afghanistan is extremely susceptible to recurring natural disasters, due to its geographical location and years of environmental degradation. 
The country regularly experiences flooding, earthquakes, avalanches, landslides and drought, in addition to other man-made disasters 
resulting in the frequent loss of lives, livelihoods and property; contributing to high levels of poverty across the country. The Northern 
provinces of Afghanistan can be severely affected by both floods and drought. Seasonal rains and spring snow melt regularly result in life-
threatening flash flooding in the region. The Afghanistan National Disaster Management Authority (ANDMA), supported by the international 
humanitarian community, has prepared contingency plans for the spring floods as well as a number of early warning systems. ANDMA has 
also been working to construct flood protection systems in flash flood prone communities. 

a mobile or outreach medical clinic consisting of a medical doctor, CHW, vaccinator and a dispenser would be 
more effective at this time, with teams visiting affected villages in rotation. The team should cover OPD, MCH and 
vaccination activities with necessary referral arrangements. The nearby BHC is not part of the current system of 
DEWS surveillance. A sentinel site has to be established in the BHC which will incorporate data collected through 
the outreach services. Depending on the extent of damage assessed; mental health support might be considered 
as further priority from the second week.   

 

 Food Security 

Needs: Rehabilitation of agricultural land, infrastructure and livestock production for the affected households. 
 

Response: WFP has dispatched 1 metric ton of high energy biscuits by government helicopter to the affected area 
- a three-day ration for those in need. ANDMA have provided food and cash for affected families. In the medium 
and long term FAO will look to conduct a damage assessment concerning irrigation canals in the NE Region. 

 

Protection 

Needs: In the absence of specific needs assessment, it can be assumed that affected families may have trauma 
counseling needs, there may be separated/unaccompanied minors; increased number of vulnerable people, 
including elderly, disabled, chronically ill, single-female- or child-headed households, etc. Valuable civil 
documentation and property deeds may have been lost. As yet no evidence of land mines has been reported. 
 

Response: The RAF and NRPC flood-specific protection checklist has been shared for use during assessments. 
As yet there are no reported land mine issues; Mine Action is checking their database if the flood-affected areas 
have been cleared of mine hazards. 

 
Gaps: Protection needs (once access is established). 

For further information, please contact:  
Aidan O’Leary, OCHA Head of Office, oleary@un.org, cell +93 79 300 1101 
 
For more information, please visit http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org |www.reliefweb.int 
 




