
 

This report is produced by the OCHA Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP) on behalf of the ISCG. The updates 
below cover activities carried out between 09 September – 16 September and provide an overview of response activities 
to meet the needs articulated in the Humanitarian Needs and Priorities (HNP) Plan. 
 

HIGHLIGHTS
 

• According to the joint FAO/WFP Crop and Food 
Security Assessment Mission (CFSAM) that was 
released on 12 September, 6.2 million people 
were estimated to be food insecure in June. 
Without food assistance, the food security 
situation is expected to deteriorate further.  

• The Government of Sri Lanka and the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) have 
reached a Staff-Level agreement for a 48-
month, US$ 2.9 billion Extended Fund Facility. 
The agreement is subject to the approval by IMF 
management and the Executive Board, subject 
to progress  on reducing public debt to a 
sustainable level. 

• Tenders have been called for the procurement 
of 125,000 MT of urea (fertilizer) for the 
upcoming Maha season, which normally is from 
September to March, with repurposed support of 
US$ 110 million from the World Bank’s 
Economic Crisis Response Programme. 
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KEY FIGURES 

5.7M1 
People in Need 

1.7M 
People Targeted 

1M 
People Reached 
(As of 16 September 2022) 

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
Sri Lanka continues to experience an unprecedented economic crisis with high inflation, rising commodity prices, power 
shortages and scarcity of fuel. The crisis is deepened by a serious reduction in agricultural production. In the context of 
shortages of many food products, fuel, medicines, and other essential items, protests broke out in March 2022 and became 
mass protests in April and July 2022. On 13 July, the President of Sri Lanka left the country and the Prime Minister, in his 
capacity as an acting President, declared a temporary state of emergency. The President resigned a few days later and on 
21 July the Prime Minister was elected President by a parliamentary vote. Protests have since then declined in frequency 
and size. The former President has since returned to Sri Lanka on 03 September. 

Asia’s highest inflation rates and ongoing fuel scarcity continue to threaten food security in Sri Lanka. The Colombo 
Consumer Price Index reached 64.3 per cent over the year to August 2022, driven in part by food inflation of 93.7 per cent. 
Early indicators show that agricultural output has decreased by 40 per cent compared to the 2020 Yala season, and prices 
for food items continue to increase due to high fuel prices, shortages of fertilisers and a shortage of animal feed. 

In June and July, at the request of the Government of Sri Lanka, FAO and WFP jointly carried out the Crop and Food 
Security Assessment Mission (CFSAM), which analysed the country’s agricultural production and households’ food security 
conditions. According to the report, which was released on 12 September, acute food insecurity has risen dramatically, and 
it is estimated that more than 6.2 million people (28 per cent of the population) are moderately acute food insecure, with 
66,000 people being severely acute food insecure. The report further states that the situation is likely to deteriorate during 
the lean season from October 2022 to February 2023. 

In September, the Government of Sri Lanka and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) reached a Staff-Level agreement 
for a 48-month, US$ 2.9 billion Extended Fund Facility. The agreement is subject to the approval by IMF management and 
the Executive Board, subject to progress on reducing public debt to a sustainable level. The United States announced a 
US$ 40 million aid package for Sri Lanka to purchase fertilizer and other key agricultural inputs for farmers. On 16 
September, the Government of Japan announced that it will provide an additional US$ 3.5 million for Sri Lanka in response 
to the deterioration of the humanitarian situation. 
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FUNDING  
Sri Lanka HNP 2022 

US$47.2 million requested 

 

Funding by sector (in million US$) as of 16 September 2022 

 
 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-
kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org or through the link https://fts.unocha.org/content/report-contribution  

 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

Key Cumulative Response Figures Since 9 June 2022 
Sector Activity People Reached 

Agriculture & 
Livelihoods 

Number of farmers receiving legume seeds material and cash assistance to 
re-engage in agriculture 7,508 

Education 
Number of children accessing uninterrupted learning 48,000 

Number of children receiving individual learning materials 274,381 

Food Security 

Number of individuals supported with food assistance 102,568 

Number of individuals receiving cash and voucher assistance 31,724 

Number of pregnant and lactating women receiving the pregnancy cash 
transfer for nutrition items 4,502 

Health  Number of persons accessing continued primary healthcare through facilities 
receiving lifesaving essential medicines, supplies and devices 661,970 

Nutrition 

Number of children receiving meals 12,200 

Number of public preschool children receiving a meal through the preschool 
meal programme 1,258 

Number of Women assisted with Nutrition pack 1,668 

Protection Number of children and parents/caregivers accessing mental health and 
psychosocial support 738 

2,577,978

30,745,489

8,000,000

3,594,876

2,095,300

212,500

8%

12%

34%

6%

83%

100%

Education

Food Security and Livelihoods

Health

Nutrition

Protection

Water

Not specified

Funded Unmet % Covered

Funded
$12,163,482

25.8%

Unmet
$35,062,661

74.2%

mailto:fts@un.org
https://fts.unocha.org/content/report-contribution
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Number of children who have received individual case management 567 

Number of parents and caregivers reached with messages on positive 
parenting and MHPSS 2,400 

WASH Number of people in urban, estate and rural sectors accessing safe water 
through water quality improvements 31,450 

 

  Agriculture and Livelihoods 
Response: 
• 130 families of female garment workers in Gampaha, Vavuniya and Kilinochchi received 

home-gardening kits including seeds, agricultural equipment, and compost. 
 
Constraints: 
• Several planned rural water supply projects have been halted due to lack of financial 

resources. 
 
 

  Food Security 
Response: 
• 22,000 people received cash assistance between 29 August and 04 September. 
• 2,465 households have been identified to receive multipurpose cash assistance in 

Colombo, out of which 258 households have received the first tranche of cash worth LKR 
18,500. 

• 130 families of female garment workers in Gampaha, Vavuniya and Kilinochchi received 
emergency dry rations between 03-04 September. 

• 2,062 families received in-kind food assistance across four districts during the reporting period. 
• 1,629 children under five, as well as 114 pregnant and 177 lactating mothers, received food assistance in 

Monaragala, Nuwara Eliya, Batticaloa, Trincomalee, Puttalam and Mullaitivu districts during the reporting period. 
Constraints: 
• Fuel shortages and high fuel prices continue to impact the smooth and timely delivery of assistance, as well as the 

ability of people to travel to distribution centres. While some organisations have been able to shift to door-to-door 
delivery modalities, there is still an impact on the regularity of assistance given and the overall cost of implementation. 

• As some government departments are facing funding constraints, their ability to coordinate and implement several 
programmes is impacted. 

• There continues to be a delay in procuring commodities as a result of price fluctuations, limited imports, high demand, 
as well as transportation challenges. 

•  

  Nutrition 
Response: 
 
• 19,457 preschool children benefitted from nutrition assistance across three districts 

(7,650 in Trincomalee, 6,749 in Batticaloa and 5,058 in Ampara). 
• 8,839 children received preschool meals and 17,043 children received school meals 

across nine districts. 
• 1,108 pregnant mothers received nutrition packs in one district. 
Constraints: 
• Continued delays in procuring commodities, particularly in the bulk purchase of dry rations and nutrition packs. 

130 
Families received home-

gardening kits 

22,000 
People received cash 

assistance 

19,457 
Preschool children 
received nutrition 

assistance 
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  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Response: 
• In collaboration with the National Water Supply and Drainage Board a need has been identified to provide 30 MT of 

bleaching powder and 100 MT of poly aluminium chloride for urban and rural water supply schemes nationwide. 
Procurement of this months’ worth of supplies is ongoing. 

 
Constraints: 
No updates in the reporting period. 
 

  Health 
Response: 
• 660,770 vials of Oxytocin injections have been procured and delivered to the Ministry of 

Health (MoH). This medication is used to prevent postpartum bleeding during childbirth. 
• 24 state-run laboratories are supported for another round of WHO External Quality 

Assurance for COVID-19. 
Constraints: 
• No updates in the reporting period. 

 

  Protection 
Response: 
 
• 10,600 adolescents were reached in several districts with special skill building 

programmes on preparedness and empowerment between 27 August and 09 September. 
• 126 children and parents/caregivers accessed mental health and psychosocial support 

(MHPSS) in seven districts between 27 August and 09 September. 
• 82 children received individual case management support in ten districts 
• 112 parents and caregivers were reached with messages on positive parenting and 

MHPSS in 11 districts. 
• 335 Village Child Development Committees (VCDCs) were supported with monitoring and capacity strengthening 

activities to monitor child protection issues at the community level. 
• Seven shelters responding to cases of gender-based violence (GBV) received continued assistance to remain 

accessible and to provide life-saving and survivor-centred protection services in Colombo, Jaffna, Batticaloa, Kandy, 
Mullaitivu, Matara and Anuradhapura. 

• 331 women development units received cash assistance to support GBV case management across all nine 
provinces. 

Constraints: 
• De-prioritization and minimal resource allocation of government officials and responsible government counterparts for 

GBV issues. 
• Logistical challenges in the implementation of certain activities due to limited fuel allocation and high transportation 

costs. 
• Due to severe financial and economic burdens, families are prioritising food over protection and other needs of 

children, including education. As a result, humanitarian agencies face challenges in engaging parents and caregivers 
in child protection responses. 

 
 
 

660,770 
Vials of Oxytocin have 
been handed over to 

the MoH 

10,600 

Adolescents were 
reached with special skill 

building programmes 
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  Education 
Response: 
• 48,000 children continue to access uninterrupted learning in one district between 27 

August and 09 September. 
• 3,096 (1,526 boys and 1,570 girls) received individual learning materials in two 

districts. 
Constraints: 
• Continued delays in procuring educational materials due to price fluctuations, limited 

imports, high demand and transport challenges. 

 

GENERAL COORDINATION 
The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) agreed to set up a humanitarian coordination structure complementing and 
consistent with the implementation of the HNP Plan. The HCT, led by the Resident Coordinator with support from OCHA 
and composed of heads of agency represented in the HNP, has been meeting weekly for strategic discussions and decision-
making on issues around the HNP. At the operational level, there is an Inter-Sectoral Coordination Group (ISCG), co-led 
by OCHA and the Resident Coordinator’s Office (RCO), that meets every two weeks to facilitate coordination with sector 
lead agencies. Thematic working groups such as Information Management and Analysis Working Group (IMAWG), co-
chaired by WFP and OCHA/RCO, and the Cash Working Group (CWG), co-chaired by WFP, UNICEF, SCI and RCO, are 
active and meet every two weeks. A task team on Accountability to Affected People (AAP) and Protection against Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) was constituted within the ISCG to discuss and come up with collective mechanisms for 
AAP and PSEA. 

There are 34 assessments either completed, ongoing or planned: Nine assessments are completed as of end of August.  
13 assessments in the sectors of food security and livelihoods, nutrition and protection are ongoing, and 13 assessments 
in the sectors of food security and livelihoods, health and protection are planned between September and December 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

48,000 
Schoolchildren continue to 

access uninterrupted 
learning 

Background on the crisis 
The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) in Sri Lanka, under the leadership of the Resident Coordinator, has launched a Humanitarian Needs and 
Priorities (HNP) Plan on 9 June 2022. This Plan targets 1.7 million people in need of humanitarian assistance, amounting to $47.2 million with particular 
focus on critical and urgent life-saving needs, to avert further deterioration of the situation and preventing a full-scale humanitarian crisis. Currently, 
Sri Lanka is experiencing multi-dimensional crisis compounded by food insecurity, threatened livelihoods, shortage of essential medical items and 
rising protection concerns. The economic crisis is the worst since the country’s independence in 1948. This is further exacerbated by the political 
instability of the country as citizens call for reform in government and the people have lost trust in Government institutions. The dynamics of government 
bureaucracy have significantly affected operations as many agencies are partnering with government counterparts for the humanitarian response. 
Moreover, the fuel shortage in the country has impeded humanitarian operations and requires innovative ways and complementation of available 
resources to be able to reach the people in need. The international community is enjoined to support and advocate to relevant stakeholders for an 
agile and timely humanitarian assistance. 

For further information, please contact:  
Christian Keilbach, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, christian.keilbach@un.org  
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org | https://reliefweb.int/disaster/ce-2022-000199-lka | 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/sri-lanka 

https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-humanitarian-coordination-structure-8-july-2022
mailto:christian.keilbach@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
https://reliefweb.int/disaster/ce-2022-000199-lka
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/sri-lanka

