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Figures on COVID-19 in Zimbabwe, 31 July. Source MOHCC 

# of confirmed cases by province, 31 July. Source MOHCC 

Province Number of cases 

Bulawayo 847 

Harare 1075 

Manicaland 131 

Mash Central 32 

Mash East 160 

Mash West 93 

Midlands 295 

Masvingo 93 

Mat North 50 

Mat South 393 

Total 3,169 



Government tightens lockdown in response to increasing spread of COVID-19 

The Government of Zimbabwe issued a  Statutory 
Instrument (SI 174 of 2020) on 22 July renewing the 
COVID-19 lockdown, imposing an indefinite 12-hour 
curfew from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. local time.  
  
The SI notes that except for essential service providers, 
everyone would be required to stay at home sans for 
securing food, water, and health services. The SI bans 

public gatherings for social, religious, and political purposes as well as curtails funeral 
gatherings. 
 

UN Rights Committee publishes interpretation on right of peaceful assembly 

On 29 July 2020, the UN Human Rights Committee made 
up of 18 individual experts who monitor implementation of 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) issued a comprehensive legal guidance, also 
known as ‘general comment’, on fundamental right of 
peaceful assembly. 
 

At a time when recent developments, including the COVID-19 pandemic, have created world-
wide unprecedented challenges to the realization of peaceful assembly, the general comment 
clarifies how the term “peaceful assembly” shall be understood, and sets standards to assist 
the 173 countries which have ratified the ICCPR. Zimbabwe ratified the ICCPR on 13 May 
1991. 
 

Capacitating COVID-19 response teams in provinces continue  

WHO carried out a support visit to Bulawayo, Matabeleland 
North and South to capacitate the ongoing COVID-19 
response. Recently a drastic increase in the number of COVI-
19 cases has been reported in Bulawayo, the second largest 
city in Zimbabwe.  
 
Some of the key activities WHO supported included; uploading 
Case Investigation forms in Bulawayo, Matabeleland North and 

South, development of COVID-19 line lists for the three provinces, data analysis and coming 
up with evidence based targeted response to identified hotspots. 
 
WHO supported Bulawayo city with case investigation, contact tracing and sample collection 
from the cases within Bulawayo Prison. 

 
Racing against time to feed 4M people affected by COVID-19, drought, 
economic shock  

With COVID-19 aggravating an already severe hunger crisis 
in Zimbabwe, the United Nations World Food Programme 
(WFP) is appealing for an additional US$250 million to 
support a rapidly expanding emergency operation for 
millions at-risk.  
 
WFP projections indicate that by year’s end, the number of 
food insecure Zimbabweans will have surged by almost 
50% reaching 8.6 million – a staggering 60%  of the 

population – owing to the combined effects of drought, economic shock and the pandemic.  
 
Funding permitting, WFP intends to assist four million of the most vulnerable this year – 
those suffering “crisis” and “emergency” hunger – and scale up to 5 million in January-April 
next year, at the peak of the lean season. But there are already ominous signs. This month, 

for lack of funding, WFP only reached 700,000 of 1.8 million intended beneficiaries. 

Promoting grassroots movement to deliver service to survivors of gender-
based violence  

COVID-19 has affected women and men differently, 
particularly in the home. Innovators Against Gender-
based Violence (IAG) continue to mobilize communities 
in an effort to end violence against women and girls.  
 
A campaign dubbed #SheMatters was launched in 
Hopley, seeking to challenge harmful practices that 
tolerate violence against women and girls. The 

campaign is spearheaded by Hope Jaricha, Tatenda Magodora, Noreen Chiyaka and Sandra 
Gutayi with the support of Restless Development and Hope for Adolescence and Youth. 
 
The nationwide lockdown has resulted in a spike in gender-based violence in some instances 
resulting in underreporting of cases due to restrictions in movements. The campaign aims to 
create grassroot movements within communities to ensure justice and access to services for 

survivors of domestic violence.  
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