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* This is the number of children in the emergency affected districts, the data is still missing updates 
from health facilities and inpatient from the same affected communities. There is a reduction in the 
number of SAM children reported in September (26,941), which was adjusted to correspond to the 
reporting period from January to December as the previously reported number included the reporting from the start of the emergency in April 2016.  
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Children attend classes in a UNICEF rrunbene, Inhambane built in response to cyclone 
DINEO.  

 

Highlights 
 UNICEF/MoH mobile brigade teams screened 503,697 children for 

acute malnutrition and treated 8,742 children suffering from severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM); 

 UNICEF reached 56,700 people with access to safe water through 
construction, rehabilitation and upgrading of boreholes and 58,080 
people with sanitation hygiene promotion activities; 

 In 2017, UNICEF and partners improved access to education for 
50,000 children through Education in Emergency (EiE) interventions 
including construction of temporary learning spaces, classroom 
repair and provision of teaching and learning materials; 

 318,000 people were reached with key messages on health, WASH 
and nutrition, including exclusive breastfeeding, complementary 
feeding, and identification of SAM and water treatment.  
 

1.5 million  
People affected by drought  

 

795,000 
Children affected by drought 

 

246,000 
Children Under five affected by 

drought 
  

 
 
 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2017 
US$ 10 million 

33% Funding Gap 

*Funds available includes funding received for the current appeal 
year as well as the carry-forward from the previous year. 

 

UNICEF’s Response  
with partners 
 

Cluster 
Target 

Total 
Result  

UNICEF 
Target 

UNICEF  
Results  

WASH       

People provided with access to safe 
water (7.5-15L per person per day) 

414,000 422,043 145,040 56,700  

People benefiting from sanitation, 
hygiene promotion activities, including 
point-of-use water treatment safe 
practices 

414,000 154,649 145,040 58,080 

Health       

Children in humanitarian situations 
affected by acute diarrhea diseases, 
including cholera treated  

 
5,000 

 
7,351  5,000 7,351  

Nutrition       

Children under 5 with SAM admitted to 
nutrition rehabilitation treatment 
programmes 

27,000 8,742 27,000 8,742* 

Pregnant and lactating women reached 
with IYCF services 

150,000 160,555 150,000 160,555 

Education       

Children aged 6-15 years old in 
humanitarian situations accessing 
education 

 
96,000 

 
110,283 40,000 50,000  

 

 

Funds received
$ 3.127m

Carry 
Forwar

d
$3.55m

Funding 
Gap, 

$3.577
m

Funds received Carry Forward

Funding Gap

Funding 
Requirement: 

$10 million 

 
©UNICEF/Moz. 2017. ICS, Silvia Giberto, from Gaza province, learned that her 
daughter showed symptoms of malnutrition. 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The 2017 humanitarian landscape in Mozambique was complex and diverse. Mozambique experienced a number of 
overlapping hazards and concurrent crisis, including two years of consecutive drought triggered by the El Niño 
phenomenon which led to severe food and nutrition insecurity consequences for children. In addition, the country was 
also devastated by flooding, outbreaks of cholera, a tropical cyclone and political and military instabilities resulting in 
pockets of population displacement throughout the country. At its peak, the drought affected 2.1 million people, mostly 
in the southern and central provinces of Mozambique-550,000 people were affected by Cyclone Dineo in Inhambane 
province-21,543 internally displaced persons (IDPs) forced by conflict and 3,616 reported cases of cholera in the country. 
UNICEF and partners supported Government-led interventions to address the humanitarian needs arising from the 
multiple crisis. Humanitarian needs ranged from Nutrition, Food Security, Agriculture and Livelihoods, WASH, Education, 
Protection and Health-UNICEF led Nutrition, WASH, Education, Protection and Health interventions for the cholera 
outbreaks. 
 

Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance 

 Total Male Female 

Total population in Need 2,000,0001 980,000 1,020,000 

Children (Under 18) 1,128,0002 552,720 575,280 

Children Under Five 346,000 169,540 176,460 

Children 6 to 23 months 140,000 68,600 71,400 

Pregnant and lactating women 150,000 - 150,000 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 

The National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) provides overall leadership and coordination of all humanitarian 
interventions in the country. The Technical Council for Disaster Management (CTGC) and the Humanitarian Country 
Team working group (HCT-WG) supports the INGC, co-chaired by CARE International and WFP. UNICEF chairs the inter-
cluster coordination group (ICCG) and leads the WASH, Nutrition, and Education. In addition, until October, UNICEF led 
the Protection clusters, which is currently transferred to UNFPA. The HCT-WG provides direct support to the 
implementation of all humanitarian actions in the country allowing for coordinated preparedness, response and recovery 
interventions. UNICEF participates in all coordination forum led by the Government and HCT.  
 
The current humanitarian architecture results from the 2016 strategic revision of the HCT, which came into effect in 2017. 
The revision sought to improve coordination of humanitarian actions, harmonize humanitarian interventions in the 
country and optimize on the use of resources. In addition, the new humanitarian architecture strengthens the synergies 
between Government leading emergency institutions and coordination mechanisms such as the CTGC and National 
Emergency Operations Center (CENOE) sectors and the UN clusters. The humanitarian leadership and coordination 
addresses the strategic, operational/inter cluster coordination and operational cluster/sector coordination.  
 

Humanitarian Strategy  

UNICEF’s humanitarian strategy consists of critical and life-saving interventions to meet the needs of children and 
women impacted by humanitarian crises. Interventions are also coordinated and complementary to Government 
priorities. For the duration of 2017, UNICEF-led interventions in Nutrition and WASH for the El Niño drought emergency, 
aimed at reducing under five mortality attributed to malnutrition in drought affected communities and increase access 
and use of sanitation and water facilities. The humanitarian strategy also included priority interventions in Health, mainly 
focusing on cholera response and prevention; Education, minimizing education service disruption and enhancing 
children’s safe access to schools during natural disasters; Protection, catering for the needs of IDPs; and communication 
for development (C4D) integrated in all programme interventions. The overarching strategy was the continued 
institutional technical and financial support to Government and UNICEF’s cluster leadership and coordination role at the 
HCT level.  
 
UNICEF supported the revision of the 2018 National Contingency plan, the emergency simulation exercise in Zambezia 
province (a hot spot for flood), and support to strengthening Government preparedness at decentralized levels, including 

                                                        
1 RIASCO Action Plan-the El Niño-Induced drought in Southern Africa 2016/2017 
2 Figures reported on the RIASCO Action Plan-the El Niño-Induced drought in Southern Africa 2016/2017 
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strengthening CO preparedness and response capabilities through systematic integration and implementation of the 
recommended actions from UNICEF and HCT’s after-action review (AAR) exercises. 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

The summary of UNICEF’s programme response highlights UNICEF’s core commitments for children (CCCs) in 
humanitarian situations and underscores the implementation of CO humanitarian action in 2017. Programme response 
and analysis report on cumulative results from January to December 2017.   
  

Nutrition  

The El Nino drought emergency response was the core of UNICEF’s Nutrition response in 2017. Nutrition activities 
targeted the drought-affected districts of the southern and central provinces of Mozambique where the impact of the 
drought was most severe in the early stages of the emergency. From January to December, UNICEF targeted a total of 
45 districts in the southern, central and northern Mozambique, with Nutrition interventions focusing on reducing under 
five mortality attributable to malnutrition through case finding, case management as well as Infant and Young Child 
Feeding (IYCF), and a total of 160,555 pregnant and lactating women were reached for IYFC promotion through mobile 
brigades culinary demonstrations. 
 
Initially, only 38 drought-affected districts had been targeted. With the improvement of the Nutrition situation, based 
on the results of the Technical Secretariat for Food Security and Nutrition (SETSAN’s) May 2017 assessment, and new 
evidence of nutrition crisis in parts of Zambezia and Cabo Delgado, UNICEF downscaled its interventions in the south, 
and re-shifted its focus to seven (7) additional districts, Namuno, Chiúre and Ancuabe in Cabo Delgado province and four 
(4) districts of southern Zambézia province.  
 
UNICEF and the Ministry of Health (MoH) trained 265 mobile brigades tasked with supporting screening, treatment and 
referrals of children with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). The Mobile brigades 
were UNICEF/Ministry of Health (MoH) trained and screened 503,697 children under five for acute malnutrition from 
January to December. 8,7423 children with SAM were admitted for treatment since January. Of the children treated, 4,377 
children with SAM and 11,860 children with MAM were admitted to nutrition treatment programmes through mobile 
brigades. 
 
Admissions for SAM and MAM continued to show a declining trend throughout the year, as evidenced by the March/April 
2017 SETSAN assessment and projected anticipated nutrition improvements from the May 2017 IPC AMN analysis. Exit 
indicators continue to show little variation since June, since most of the active case finding activities through the mobile 
brigades were scaled down. The latest data on performance of the nutrition programme for October 2017 show a cure 
rate at 77.3per cent; death rate: 0.4per cent; abandon rate: 14.7per cent and non-responsive rate of 7.6per cent in line 
with our objectives and SPHERE standards. 
 

To reflect on the nutrition emergency response, UNICEF and the MoH organized a national Nutrition in Emergencies 
workshop in November 2017, involving over 40 government officials from MoH, SETSAN and INGC from all the 11 
provinces in Mozambique. The workshop culminated with the approval of the National Nutrition Contingency Plan, 
aligned with the INGC’s National Contingency Plan for 2017-2018. The nutritional plan formulates three possible 
scenarios resulting from drought, flood, cyclone and earthquakes. UNICEF will continue to play its role as cluster lead for 
nutrition while strengthening the links with EPP and preparedness.  
 

Health 

Mozambique is a cholera endemic country-traditionally, cholera outbreaks and the risk of cholera increases during the 
rainy season.  Mozambique registered two cholera outbreaks in 2017. The first from 5 January to 22 April, in the provinces 
of Nampula, Tete, Maputo and Maputo city, with a cumulative total of 2,131 cases and 4 deaths (CFR = 0.2per cent). The 
second outbreak of cholera was in August and it affected Nampula province, with a cumulative total of 1,485 cases and 
1 death (CFR = 0.1per cent).  From January to December 2017, a total of 3,616 cases of cholera and 5 deaths, with a fatality 
rate of 0.1 per cent were reported in the country. UNICEF supplied 3,000 litres of lactate ringer, enough to treat 375 

                                                        
3 *this is the number of children in the emergency affected districts, the data is still missing updates from health facilities and inpatient from the 
same affected communities. There is a reduction in the number of SAM children reported in September (26,941), which was adjusted to correspond 
to the reporting period from January to December as this number included the reporting from the start of the emergency in April 2016.  
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patients. UNICEF also provided support in Case Management, which included supply of 80,000 sachets of oral 
rehydration solution (ORS), 6 interagency emergency health kit (IEHK), 2 tents for treatment centres, 2 diarrhoea disease 
set pack, and biosafety materials.  
 
In support of the emergency response, following cyclone Dineo in Inhambane, UNICEF financed the repair of a Health 
Center in Maxixe district. The repair comprises 5 blocks (extended programme of immunization, external consultations, 
paediatric block, morgue, and a waiting room for expecting mothers) with estimated benefit for 134,240 people. In 
addition, UNICEF supported strengthening of the coordination and planning of cholera preparedness and response, 
prepositioning of cholera buffer stocks and medical supplies in high-risk cholera and the strengthening of district capacity 
for case detention, confirmation and management. The health response was complemented by a C4D component, which 
in addition to the usual messages on cholera prevention also focused on the prevention of violence using religious leaders 
to communicate messages that health workers were not at the origin of the outbreak and were critical in protecting the 
population from further spread. 

 
WASH 

El Nino drought emergency underscored UNICEF interventions in WASH in 2017. From January to December, results 
achieved by the WASH cluster represent progress over strategic response plans (SRP) 1 & 2, which targeted 414,000 
beneficiaries. In 2017, the WASH cluster provided 422,043 people (58,080 by UNICEF) with safe access to water, primarily 
through the construction of 63 new boreholes, rehabilitation of 516 water points, and the upgrading of 93 boreholes into 
solar-powered, multi-use water systems (for human and animal consumption and irrigation purposes).  UNICEF WASH 
interventions also included water trucking, hygiene promotion messaging, and support to Dineo cyclone response.  The 
cyclone response included supporting emergency power generation for water pumps and the rehabilitation of storm 
damaged water supply systems.  Additionally, UNICEF’s point-of-use water treatment support reached 11,640 conflict 
driven IDPs in Tete and Manica provinces.  Not all targets for WASH were met by UNICEF and the WASH cluster due to 
funding constraints, however significant amounts of beneficiaries were met in a timely and coordinated manner thanks 
to active partner participation in the WASH cluster. 
 

Education 

Drought, cyclone, flood and conflict in Mozambique had significantly negative impacts on Education through education 
service disruption and mass destruction of education infrastructure, including schools.  From January to December 2017, 
UNICEF programme response interventions aimed at minimizing the negative impact of disasters to education and 
improve children’s safe access to schools during disruptions. This included distribution of Education in emergency (EiE) 
supplies, provision of technical, coordination and financial support to Government’s Ministry of Education (MINEDH) and 
establishment of partnership collaboration agreements (PCAs) with UN Habitat, CARE, World Vision and Architectes 
Sans Frontières (ASF) to support education interventions. Cumulatively UNICEF interventions in 2017 have secured safe 
access to schools for 50,000 children (25,538 girls and 24,462 boys) impacted by humanitarian crises, which corresponds 
to 125% of the planned target. The increase or overachievement is due to the number of children affected by cyclone 
Dineo, an event which was not planned for in our strategic response plan. 
 
EiE interventions included construction of 50 temporary learning spaces (TARPAtents) and  reconstruction/repair of 163 
classrooms with cyclone adapted roofing in Jangamo, Maxixe, Morrunbene, Massinga and Homoine districts in 
Inhambane province. UNICEF support also included the distribution of 17 school tents, 19,999 learners’ kits, 96 school-
in-a-box kits, 117 portable blackboards and 250 reinforced tarpaulins, which will benefit 50,000 children. However, there 
was a delay in the activities around early child development (ECD) due to the late completion of the translation of ECD 
manuals into Portuguese at the end of Q2, and the postponement of the training of trainers (ToT) to 2018.  
 
An Education Cluster After-Action Review (AAR) exercise co-led by the Ministry of Education was conducted to mark the 
end of the emergency season. The exercise focused on UNICEF’s humanitarian response, cluster leadership and 
coordination in 2017. Recommendations from the AAR have been integrated in the CO and cluster preparedness.  
 

Protection 

Very little evidence was generated around the impact of drought on Protection hence, protection interventions received 
inadequate attention and resources, particularly in the early stages of the emergency response.  The Protection cluster 
was led by UNICEF from January until October 2017, when the leadership was assumed by UNFPA. Under UNICEF’s 
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leadership, 212,604 people were reached by the Protection cluster partners with protection and gender interventions-
conducted three assessments and developed a protection mainstreaming tool with key indicators. 
 
In partnership with IOM and INGC, UNICEF trained 27 provincial INGC trainers and emergency focal points from the 
Ministry of gender, Children and Social Action (MGCAS) deepening their understanding of protection in emergencies. 
The trainers trained 525 persons (70 per cent women) in nine provinces and 15 districts, representing provincial and 
district level disaster management committees. Protection and gender mainstreaming training was also organized for 
the Inter Cluster Coordination Group to strengthen sectoral response and mainstreaming of key issues. The planned 
psychosocial support for 2017 activities did not take place during due to delays in identifying a suitable partner 
organization. However, we expect the activities to commence in early 2018 with a perspective of strengthening the 
capacity of mandated community level mechanisms, such as the community child protection committees to provide 
psychosocial support as humanitarian situations occur.  
 

Communications for Development (C4D) 

C4D interventions were integrated in all UNICEF humanitarian programme response interventions. 318,000 people were 
reached from January to December in the provinces of Tete, Manica, Gaza, and Zambezia provinces through key 
messages on healthy practices and behaviour such as exclusive breastfeeding, complementary feeding, identification of 
severe acute malnutrition and water treatment. The intervention was in support of the El Nino Drought response, and it 
was delivered through UNICEF/Institute of Social Communication’s (ICS) supported Multimedia Mobile Units and 
Community Radios. In order to measure the beneficiaries’ level of information retention on the drought response key 
messages, a pilot C4D mini survey was conducted in 3 targeted districts in the Province of Tete. Key findings, amongst 
other, include: awareness that malnutrition can be prevented raised from 30% to 76%; knowledge of key symptoms to 
identify child malnutrition increased from 29% to 82%. 
 
C4D support also included provision of Emergency Guideline and Malaria Prevention Kit for activists and volunteers 
during response to cyclone Dineo, distribution of 2,000 brochures on handwashing practices and 2,000 leaflets on 
hygiene promotion. Information, education and communication materials were also supplied to health authorities to 
increase the capacity of activists and volunteers supporting cholera response. Video and radio spots in local languages 
were produced to raise awareness on key cholera prevention practices-this included social mobilization support during 
the first and second polio campaigns in January and May, targeting under 5 children living in 14 districts of Zambezia, 
Sofala and Tete provinces. Additional support was given to the Ministry of Health for the design and implementation of 
social mobilization activities, including the training of social mobilizers on inter-personal communication skills, 
engagement of religious leaders and community radios productions.  
 

Funding 

As part of the regional Southern Africa El Niño/La Niña UNICEF’s 2017 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC), the 
funding requirements for Mozambique was US$ 10 million. UNICEF would like to express gratitude for the valuable 
contributions from DFID, Irish Aid, OFDA, Italy and Japan, and the US Fund for UNICEF for supporting the on-going El 
Nino-induced drought and Cyclone Dineo response. Despite large funding gaps, significant results have been achieved 
owing to the generous contributions from the donors.  
 

UNICEF Mozambique Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) Requirements for 2017 

Appeal Sector Requirements1 Funds Available2 
Funding gap 

$ % 

WASH 3,100,000 786,452 2,313,458 75% 

Nutrition 5,000,000 3,881,112 1,118,888 22% 

Health 150,000 227,666 0 0% 

Education 1,400,000 1,577,812  0 0% 

Protection  350,000 204,682 145,318 42% 

Total 10,000,000 6,677,724 $3,577,664   33% 
1. Revised requirements figures as per the upcoming revision of the Southern Africa HAC  
2.  Funds available include funding received against the current appeal as well as carry-forward funds from the previous year. 
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UNICEF Mozambique: http://www.unicef.org.mz/  
UNICEF Mozambique: http://www.facebook.com/unicef.mozambique 
UNICEF Mozambique: http://www.twitter.com/UNICEF_Moz 
UNICEF Mozambique: http://www.youtube.com/UnicefMozambique 
 

 
  

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Marcoluigi Corsi 
Representative, 
Mozambique 
Tel: +258 21 48 11 11 
Mobile: +258 82 305 1900  
Email: mcorsi@unicef.org  
 
 
 

Michel Le Pechoux  
Deputy Representative, 
Mozambique 
Tel: +258 21 48 11 04 
Mobile : +258 82 314 8100 
Email: mlepechoux@unicef.org 
 

Tito Bonde 
Emergency/DRR Specialist, 
Mozambique 
Tel: +258 21 481 150 
Mobile: +258 82 333 9250 

Email: tbonde@unicef.org 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/unicef.mozambique
http://www.twitter.com/UNICEF_Moz
http://www.youtube.com/UnicefMozambique
mailto:mcorsi@unicef.org
tel:+258%2021%2048%2011%2004
tel:+258%2021%2048%2011%2004
mailto:mlepechoux@unicef.org
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Annex 1 
SUMMARY OF 2017 PROGRAMME RESULT

 

 

 

 
Sector Response UNICEF and IPS 

WASH 2017 
Target 

  Total 
Results 

2017 
Target 

Total 
Results 

  Changes since 
last sitrep 

People provided with access to safe water (7.5-15L per person 
per day) 

414,0001 422,043 145,040 56,700 14,500 

People benefiting from sanitation, hygiene promotion 
activities, including point-of-use water treatment safe practices 

414,0001 154,649 145,040 58,080 No change 

Health  

Children in humanitarian situations affected by acute diarrhoea 
diseases, including cholera treated  

5,000 7,351  5,000 7,351 No change 

Nutrition  

Children under 5 with SAM admitted to nutrition rehabilitation 
treatment programmes 

27,000 8,742 27,000 26,941 8,7422 

Pregnant and lactating women reached with IYCF services 
150,000 160,555 150,000 160,555 No change  

Education 

Children aged 6-15 years old in humanitarian situations 
accessing education 

96,0003 110,283 40,000 50,000  33,000 

Children aged 3-5 years old in humanitarian situations 
accessing play-based learning 

10,000 0 10,000 0 04 

Protection   

Children affected by humanitarian situations identified and 
referred to appropriate assistance, including receiving PSS   

5,000  0 5,000 0 04 

  
1. The revised SRP included 114,000 additional people in the target for the cluster as a result of potential floods and cyclones (such as Dineo) 
2. This is the number of children in the emergency affected districts, the data is still missing updates from health facilities and inpatient from the same affected communities. There is a 
reduction in the number of SAM children reported in September (26,941), which was adjusted to correspond to the reporting period from January to December as the previously reported 
number included the reporting from the start of the emergency in April 2016. 
3. SRP education target also includes emergency school feeding which provided food rations to 82,283 children from January to March in drought affected areas 
4. Activities planned but not implemented, will be initiated in early 2018 


