
Durable Solutions for Qayyarah Jad’ah 
5 IDPs: Evaluating Returns to Al-

Mosul and Al-Hatra



Context

Over the past year there have been discussions on potential camp closure of Qayyarah 
Jad’ah 5 (Jad’ah 5), the last IDP camp in Federal Iraq. These discussions intensified in 
December with the Ministry of Migration and Displacement shared their intention to 
close the camp by the end of the month.

Jad’ah 5 Camp Population Demographics (December 2021)

A total of 4,916 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Jad’ah 5 camp. 
• Female:  2,772 (56.38%)
• Male: 2,144 males (43.61%)
• Children (0-17): 3,209 (65.27%) 

Total number of families in camp: 1,022 families
• Female headed families: 655 (65%)
• Child headed families: 65 (6.36%)
• Families headed by older persons: 53 (5.19%)

Iraq Camp Master List and Population Flow, December 2021



Objective

The presentation seeks to inform possible programme initiatives that will 
facilitate durable solutions for potential Jad’ah 5 returnees in Al-Mosul and Al-
Hatra districts. This will be done in two parts:

 Highlight barriers that have contributed to protracted displacement for 
Jad’ah 5 camp IDPs, namely : 

• Safety and security
• Housing and Housing, Land, Property (HLP)
• Livelihood and finances
• Access to basic services

 Identify potential challenges alongside identified barriers to return for
those who decide to return to their area of origin (AoO) specifically,
assessing challenges for IDPs who may return to Al-Mosul and Al-
Hatra districts.



Methodology

The analysis draws on secondary data, derived mainly from two REACH
Assessments:

 Camp Profiling and Intentions Survey: a nationwide camp survey that
is conducted to address the needs and services of IDPs in camps, while
identifying movement intentions and reasons behind them. Surveys
conducted at the household (HHs) level, and the assessment is intended
to provide representative data at the camp level. This round of the Camp
Profiling and Intentions Survey was conducted between June and August
2021, and 2,373 in-camp IDP HHs were interviewed.

 Multi-Cluster Needs Assessment (MCNA): a nationwide HH level
survey that provides representative population data on returnees, out-of-
camp, and in-camp IDPs at the district level. The assessment provides an
overview of the type of severity of sectoral and cross-sectoral needs of
conflict affect people across the country. This round of the MCNA was
conducted between June and August 2021, and 11,645 returnee, out-of
camp IDP and in-camp IDP HHs were interviewed across the country.



Limitations

There are limitations attributed to some of the findings:

 The REACH Camp Profiling and Intentions Survey is
representative of responses by households at camp
level. Subsets and disaggregating data (for example by
gender of the head of household) make the data
indicative.

 Returnees being referenced are drawn from the MCNA
data which includes IDPs who have returned to their AoO
from camps and informal sites across the country.

 Challenges reported by returnees from the MCNA are at
district level; experiences may vary at the sub-district and
village level depending on the level of security, basic
services and livelihood available.



Perceived Barriers to Return 

Safety and Security
While 47% of HHs reported their AoO had no safety or 
security concerns, limited social cohesion in the AoO was 
reported as a barrier to return by 56% of HHs who reported 
having no intention to return in the next 12 months at the 
time of data collection (85%).

Among 24% of HHs reportedly attempted to return in the 12 
months prior to data collection, the most commonly 
reported reasons for failed returns were:

• Fear and trauma, cited by 38% of HHs

• Fear of discrimination, cited by 24% of HHs

Documentation
Documentation was found to be a concern for children. of 
Among households with least one child (88%):

• 18% reported not having birth certificates for at least 
one child. Also, 13% reported that at least one child did 
not have an ID card.

Housing and HLP
Housing was a reason preventing/delaying return to 
AoO, reported by 62% of HHs who intend to return in the 3-
12 months following data collection (15%).

Compensation Claims
Among 13% of HHs who reported submitting  compensation 
claims, 100% reported not having received
compensation. 
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Perceived Barriers to Return

Livelihoods and Finance
Among the 85% of HHs reporting not intending to return to 
their AoO in the 12 months following data collection, 25% 
reported lacking the financial means to restart their 
lives in their AoO as a reason. 

Livelihood/ income generating opportunities in AoO
required to facilitate a safe and dignified return, reported by 
20% of HHs.

Reasons for HHs who reported attempting to return but 
failed in the12 months prior to data collection (24%):

• Lack of income generating opportunities (29%)

• No financial means to restart in AoO (10%)

Data from REACH Camp Profiling and Intentions Survey 2021

Basic Services
Basic services reportedly required to facilitate a safe and 
dignified return included: 

• General basic services (water, electricity, sanitation, 
education), cited by 19% of HHs

• Healthcare services, cited by 19% of HHs

• Education services (schooling), cited by 15% of HHs 

For 85% of HHs that reported not intending to return, or not 
knowing whether or not to return, in the 12 months 
following data collection, 12% reported needing 
information on functioning basic services in their AoO to 
be able to make a decision on whether to return. 



Movement Intentions if Camp Closes 

In the REACH Camp Profiling and Intentions Survey 2021, IDP HHs in Jad’ah 5 
were asked about their movement outcome in case of camp closure and 
almost two-thirds reported that they would return to their AoO. 

Percentage of HHs in Jad’ah 5 who reported eventual plans in case of camp closure, as 
reported in the REACH Camp Profiling and Intentions Survey 2021
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IDP Areas of Origin

Top two districts where IDPs reported being from were:
• Al-Mosul
• Al-Hatra

AoO reported by HHs in Jad’ah 5 camp, as reported in the REACH Camp Profile and Intentions Survey 2021



Destination of Jad’ah 5 Camp IDPs 

From January to December 2021,  5,062 individuals left the camp. Top two
districts IDP families reported having left:
• Al-Mosul
• Al-Hatra

HHs who have left Jad’ah 5 camp between January- December 2021, Jad’ah 5 Camp Management 



Safety and Security in Al-Mosul  

Al-Mosul
Out of the 35 households from Al-Mosul that were asked why they would not return to 
their AoO in the 12 months following the survey, 14 reported that it was due to fear 
and trauma. In addition, four households shared that discrimination or rejection from 
the community prevented their return. 

Disaggregated data from REACH Camp Profiling and Intentions Survey 2021

Safety in Markaz Mosul and Al Qayyarah Sub-districts

 In Markaz Mosul, there were two rural villages with a high severity score
attributed to concerns over attacks from a group known as Islamic State in Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL): Arab Loh Village and Tal Khayma Village.

 Overall low severity score regarding concerns over revenge acts, except for Al-
Mohandis Village in Al Qayarrah sub-district, which scored as having medium severity.

 Low severity score for community reconciliation.

International Organisation for Migration (IOM) Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) Return Index Round 13

 In Al-Mosul district 3% of returnee HHs reported that they experienced daytime
movement restrictions. MCNA 2021



Safety and Security in Al-Hatra

Al-Hatra
Four out of ten HHs from Al-Hatra stated that they would not return to their AoO due 
to fear and trauma, and two HHs out of ten  shared that fear of discrimination or 
rejection from the community was a factor.

Disaggregated data from REACH Camp Profiling and Intentions Survey 2021

Safety in Markaz Hatra Sub-district

 High severity score for concerns of attacks from a group known as ISIL in 
several villages in the sub-district

 Low severity score for concern over revenge attacks, except for four villages 
reported as being high: Abotank village, Al bariit, Tarteea abd alkarem village and 
Mokhazaga village

 Low severity score for community reconciliation
International Organisation for Migration (IOM) Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) Return Index Round 13

 In Markaz Hatra, 43% of returnee HHs reported that they experienced daytime 
movement restrictions                                                                 MCNA 2021



Shelter and Housing in Al-Mosul and Al-Hatra

Shelter Conditions
A high proportion of returnee HHs were found to live in 
critical shelter conditions in Al-Hatra.

For 1% of returnee HHs found to be living in critical 
shelter in Al-Mosul, 100% reported living in an 
informal site.

Data from REACH MCNA 2021

HLP Compensation Claims
74% of returnee HHs in Al-Mosul  reported damage to 
housing, land or property and none received 
compensation claims. Similarly, among returnee HHs in Al-
Hatra who reported damage (23%), only 4% reported 
receiving compensation claims.
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Livelihoods and Financial Security in Al-Mosul and Al-Hatra

Livelihoods

38% of returnee HHs in Al Hatra and 19% in Al-Mosul reported 
at least one adult HH member was unemployed and seeking 
work at the time of data collection.

A low proportion of returnee HHs reported adult women 
working/contributing to HH income: 8% in Al-Hatra, 4% in 
Al-Mosul. 

Financial Security   
A high proportion of returnee HHs reported taking on debt 
due to healthcare, food, education, or basic household 
expenditures, stated by: 
• 81.2% in Al-Mosul
• 95.6% In Al-Hatra
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Basic Service in Al-Mosul and Al-Hatra

Healthcare Services
In Mosul, 70% of returnee HHs reported 
healthcare as one of the top priority 
needs; in Al Hatra 54% of returnee HHs 
reported healthcare as one of their top 
priority needs. 

In both Al-Mosul and Al-Hatra, 24% of 
returnee HHs reported spending more 
than a quarter of their total monthly 
expenditure on health care. 

Women of reproductive age (15-49) 
reportedly faced difficulty in accessing 
specialized reproductive health services, 
as reported by:

• 52% of returnee HHs in Al-Hatra

• 8% of HHs in Al-Mosul

Education
79% of returnee HHs with at least one 
school-aged child in Al Hatra, and  24% in 
Mosul, reported their child(ren) were 
not regularly attending school  in the 
2020-2021 school year while schools were 
open.

Reported barriers to attend school for 
school aged children:
• Affordability

• Limitation to access school (no 
transport, school too far)

• Not being able to enrol children into 
school

• School stopped functioning and now is 
closed

• Going to school not safe

Water
Returnee HHs in Al-Mosul more 
commonly reported access to sufficient 
quantity and quality of water than 
returnee HHs in Al-Hatra. 
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Key Takeaways
Given the four reported barriers to return for Jad’ah 5 camp IDPs and the experiences
shared by returnee households in Al-Mosul and Al-Hatra, assessment findings suggest
a need to address identified challenges to facilitate durable solutions for potential
returnees.

Safety and Security
Perceived lack of social cohesion in AoO is a
reported barrier for return.
• In Markaz Mosul, Al Qayarrah sub-districts,

and Markaz Hatra sub-districts there is
relatively low severity due to revenge
attacks and community reconciliation.

Documentation for children is a safety
concern, preventing access to basic service

Housing and HLP
Housing issues prevent IDP households from 
returning to their AoO. 
• In Al-Hatra a high proportion of returnee 

HHs were found to live in critical shelter 
conditions. 

• All (100%) of returnee HHs found to be 
living in critical shelter in Al-Mosul live in 
informal sites.

• Proportion of IDP and returnee HHs having 
received compensation claims is low.

Livelihoods and Finances
Lack of finances and livelihood opportunities
remains an issue for IDPs.
• Job opportunities for adult women are 

low, as reported by returnee HHs.
• High proportion of returnee HHs reported

being unable to afford basic service.

Access to Basic Service
Access to basic services reported to facilitate a
safe and dignified return for IDPs. For returnee
HHs this primarily includes: access to quality and
sufficient quantity of water, and in Al-Mosul;
healthcare and education for children.



THANKS FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION 

Erbil, Iraq aaishah.karim@reach-initiative.org Upon request
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