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Though the local media continues to report abuses allegedly perpetrated by former FNL fighters, security 
reports show that insecurity and criminality has decreased as compared to the previous reporting period.  

The ongoing disruptions on the health sectors are having a significant impact on the provision of health 
services in urban areas. These disruptions seem to have a lesser impact on rural areas. 

Health 
Health workers unions (SIMEBU, SYMEGEB, SYNAPA and SNTS) are negotiating a special professional 
status and salary increase, for both medical and non medical personnel in the public health sector since 2004. 

Two months ago, Burundi Doctors have embarked on a nationwide strike after the Government failed to meet 
their salary demands. The health workers have also threatened to stop providing the emergency services in 
public health hospitals. This move was criticised by the committee in charge of mediation between the 
Government and the Unions. 

Doctors, who are currently earning an average salary of US$ 100 per month, want their wages raised to up to 
600US$ per month. The request was rejected by the Government which is offering 420,000 FBu (approx. 
$350). 

According to Gruppo Voluntariato Civile (GVC), the strike does not affect the health centres of Bujumbura 
rural which GVC is supporting because they are managed by the nurses who unlike doctors are still reporting 
to duty. The strike has limited impact on humanitarian activities. However, Médecins sans Frontières-Belgique 
(MSF/B) is now running a night shift for obstetrical emergencies within the provinces where they are present. 
GVC and MSF have an agreement which allows GVC to transfer patient to MSF hospitals. 

Food Security 
Heavy rains and hail storms are still reported in Karuzi and Bubanza. WFP carried out a rapid assessment on 
May 8

th
, 2009 in the Bugenyuzi commune of the Karuzi Province, to evaluate the impact these events had on 

food security. 

Rusasa, in Bugenyuzi, is the most affected by torrential rains and hail storms. 428 households have lost their 
farms and livelihood as a result of the weather conditions. Cassava and beans crops were destroyed. For the 
time being the population relies on sweet potatoes. 

In Kirundo and Cankuzo, farmers who have planted early (on average 10%), now have access beans.  

Repatriation 
Reintegration: Coordination between actors working on land issues  
During the reporting period, UNHCR, NRC and Global Rights organized a workshop for all actors 
(international and national) working in mediation of land conflicts. The workshop focused on technical issues 
such as how to monitor and evaluate conflict resolution programmes and how to manage databases. It was 
agreed to work towards common definitions for land issues and to improve referral mechanisms, particularly 
by strengthening links between the Government and non-governmental organisations. A national working 
group was set up with strong support from the Government of Burundi as well as national and international 
NGOs. 

HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
- Doctors of public hospitals on strike 
- Rapid analysis on the impact of heavy rains on food security 
- Training on new system of Monitoring and Evaluation of projects 
- Violations involving demobilizing child soldiers at the Gitega Demobilization Centre; growing reports of 

political intolerance; assaults on the right to life allegedly involving members of the PNB 
- Reintegration: Coordination between actors working on land issues  
- Congolese Refugees:  Preparations for new refugee camp 
- Protection and community reintegration of returnees 

I. Situation Overview 

II. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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Congolese Refugees: Preparations for new refugee camp 
A joint mission UNHCR, ONPRA, CNR, GTZ, COPED, and the provincial authorities travelled to Bwagiriza, 
province of Ruyigi where a new Congolese refugee camp is to be set up. They discussed needed strategies 
for opening the new camp, and the activities pertaining to key sectors such as shelter, water, security, and 
protection. 

Protection and Human rights 
The week ending [08 May] was marked by a number of violent incidents of human rights violations involving 
former child soldiers at the Centre de demobilization in Gitega Commune and Province. An assault by one 
former child soldier on [01 May] reportedly left another in a coma. Tensions at the Centre culminated in an 
uprising on the night of [04 May], in which two members of staff were taken hostage. Meetings with the full 
community of residents at the Centre were convened on [05 and 06 May], presided over by the Governor of 
Gitega Province and attended by a wide variety of interested parties, including BINUB’s HRS. Grievances 
were aired, chiefly focussing on conditions at the centre. Authorities, in turn, challenged the former child 
soldiers on a number of items, including their apparent sexual abuse of one of their female peers, who is now 
receiving medical care. The HRS is also following up on reports that guards at the centre have arrived for duty 
on weekends in civilian attire and inebriated.  

The HRS noted a sharp increase this past week in alleged violations of rights pertaining to political freedoms. 
On [02 May], in the Muyinga commune and province, a group of 10 members of the CNDD-FDD party’s youth 
wing, the Imbonerakure, were alleged to have assaulted a member of the UPD-Zigamibanga. The leader of 
the assailants is being held in custody. Local authorities are reported to be reluctant to denounce the group 
for fear of reprisals. The HRS also learned of infringements on the right to political association, including the 
banning, on [26 Apr.], by local authorities of UPD-Zigamibanga meetings in two communes, Buhinyuza and 
Giteranyi, in Muyinga Province. That same night, in nearby Ngozi commune and province, the offices of the 
CNDD party were attacked. Party insignia were targeted, and flagpoles, on which the party’s flags were flying, 
were felled. Two weeks earlier, armed assailants reportedly wearing police uniforms stole the CNDD flag from 
the premises. 

In addition to following up on these incidents, the HRS continues to monitor the ongoing imprisonment of a 
number of high profile figures. Among them are Hussein Radjabu, former President of the CNDD-FDD, 
arrested on [27 Apr. 2008], and former parliamentarians Pasteur Mpawenayo and Gérard Nkurunziza, 
incarcerated since [04 Jul. 2008] and [16 Jul. 2008] respectively. 

The challenges posed by Burundi’s prisons were again highlighted this week when the HRS visited Mpimba 
Prison, in Bujumbura Mairie. Designed to hold 800 inmates, the prison currently holds 3056. Among them are 
153 minors, 130 of whom are still awaiting trial. 

The HRS was informed this week of 
numerous assaults on the right to life in and 
around the capital, Bujumbura, allegedly 
involving members of the Police Nationale 
du Burundi (PNB). In Cibitoke Commune, 
Bujumbura Mairie, a captain in the 
presidential guard was shot dead on the 
night of [30 Mar.] by assailants wearing 
police uniforms. In Mpanda Commune, 
Bubanza Province, communal authorities 
reported this week that two armed assailants 
in police attire attacked a household on [30 
Apr.]. A military patrol apprehended the 
suspects shortly afterwards. In the same 
commune, on the night of [3 May], three FNL 
ex-combatants were also alleged to have 
grenade attacked the home of one of their 
siblings, after a dispute over property. One 

occupant was killed and three others wounded. 

The HRS organized two intercommunity forums in Nyabiraba Commune, Bujumbura Rural Province, on [4 
and 5 May], to address challenges facing Burundi’s Batwa minority. Attended by 18 community leaders, the 
forums focused on the high dropout rate of Batwa children in public schools. On [5 and 6 May], in Kabarore 
Commune, Kayanza Province, and in Bwambaragwe Commune, Kirundo Province, the HRS provided training 
on judicial proceedings. The 80 participants were comprised mostly of members of the police, public officials, 
and women leaders. At a meeting held on 06 May with the committee tasked with facilitating the 
establishment of an independent, national human rights institution, the Comité Technique de Suivi du Projet 
(CNIDH), the HRS learned that draft legislation, now revised to ensure conformity with the Paris Principles, is 
to be sent to the Council of Ministers, ahead of being tabled in parliament. 

Human Rights Violations and Abuses  

Reported from 2  to 8 May  2009 

Police Nationale du Burundi (PNB) 

Type of violation Victims 

Attempt violation of the right to life 1 man 

Violation of the right to physical integrity 2 men 

Arbitrary/illegal detention 88 persons 

Failure to separate children from adults in 
detention 

30 minors 

Non/insufficient registration of detainees 21 persons 

Inhumane conditions of detention 14 men, 1 woman & 1 boy 

Right to property 1 household 

Local Administration 

Type of violation Victims 

Violation of the right to physical integrity 1 woman 

Violation to the freedom of expression Party UPD& FNL 

Common crimes relevant for human rights 

Type of violation Victims 

Rape 1 woman & 13 girls 
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Assistance to Burundians expelled from Tanzania 
From 1

st
 to 10 May, the Government project for the reintegration of war-affected persons (PARESI) registered 

95 Burundians (38 families) expelled from Tanzania who arrived through the entry points of: Kobero (1 
person), Gisuru (13 persons/10 families) and Mabanda (82 persons/29 families). Some 1,413 Burundians 
(553 households) were expelled from Tanzania from January 1

st
 to May 10

th
, 2009. 

Protection and community reintegration of returnees 
The Legal Aid Clinic Project of the African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD) 
successfully mediated 10 disputes in the communes of Kinyinya, Giharo, Gitanga and Rumonge. Out of 10 
disputes, 8 were related to land, 1 to penal law and 1 related to civil law. In addition, 32 people received legal 
advice from ACCORD where after they were referred to either Avocats sans Frontières (ASF), or to relevant 
judiciary institutions. These initiatives assisted towards the reintegration of returnees into communities, with 
the promotion of reconciliation, as well as with the protection of the rights of returnees. 

As part of preparedness measures after the worldwide outbreak of the AH1N1 flu virus, WHO has provided 
15,400 doses of Tamiflu for the Government of Burundi. 

The AH1N1 outbreak became an even more serious concern to humanitarians in Burundi after a tabletop 
simulation for an eventual avian flu pandemic showed that neither the Government nor the Humanitarian 
Country team was prepared. Contingency plans established for the H5N1 flu lacked preparedness measures 
for a human variant of the virus. 

WHO has prepared a contingency plan for the United Nations and is supporting the Government for the 
preparation National Response Plan. A task force has also been established and mandated to monitor the 
situation and advise the Government on disease control and on measures to be taken in case of and outbreak 
as well as disseminate clear messages to the population/to the media 

On 7 May 2009 Public Health Ministry decided Burundi would join the International Health Regulations and 
establish a health control on arrival of flights at the airport and prepare passengers check-list. 

Please contact: 
 
Bujumbura: Ndamama Sheila, Information Management Assistant 
ndamama@un.org, +257 22 20 55 58 
 
Bujumbura : Kubwayezu Floribert, Field Analyst 
kubwayezu@un.org, + 257 22 20 51 60 
 
For more information, please visit http://ochaonline.un.org/burundi 
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email ndamama@un.org  

III. Coordination/Emergency Preparedness 
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