
 

  

PRESS RELEASE  

UN and Lebanese Government sign the United Nations Framework for 
Cooperation for Sustainable Development 

Beirut, Lebanon- Thursday 28 April, 2022 (United Nations)-- Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati 
and UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Lebanon Najat Rochdi signed today the “United 
Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework” (UNSDCF) that is meant to strengthen the 
existing and ongoing cooperation between both parties on promoting the principles of sustainable 
development, and build the foundations for a prosperous and inclusive Lebanese society, where no one is 
left behind. 

The framework aims to improve people’s lives and achieve a better future for Lebanon and its people, in 
addition to reaching a more comprehensive partnership between the United Nations and all concerned 
parties. It also constitutes a fundamental tool for planning and implementing UN development activities at 
the national level, in line with national development priorities and people's demands. 

“Today is a very important day in which we renew years of continuous cooperation between the United 
Nations system in Lebanon and the Government of Lebanon, through a new Cooperation Framework that 
exemplifies the spirit of partnership that is at the core of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,” 
Rochdi said. She assured that reforms are the key to the successful implementation of the cooperation 
framework and lie at the core of the support intended within. Rochdi expressed hope that the reforms will 
be swiftly adopted in favor of the Lebanese people and contribute to accelerating the development process 
in the country. 

“The importance of this framework lies in the fact that it was based on an inclusive participatory process 
that involved a series of extensive consultations with a wide range of national and international 
stakeholders, including civil society organizations, private sector, the Lebanese government, donors, and 
religious leaders”. 

For his part, Mikati stressed that the UN emergency programs are important to address the primary 
challenges in Lebanon, calling for reflecting jointly on the long-term solutions presented in the Cooperation 
Framework to achieve sustainable development. “I see in this title [UN Sustainable Development 
Cooperation Framework] a positive message represented by the word “United Nations” which conveys 
peace, humanity, love, and cooperation for the well-being of the Lebanese citizen. We are in dire need for 
this cooperation today.”  

Mikati stressed the importance of implementing the required reforms in full cooperation with the Parliament 
and all private and public governmental bodies, considering these reforms as an imminent demand by the 
Lebanese before it is an international one.  

The implementation of the cooperation framework will kick off at the beginning of 2023 and will end in 
December 2025. Together with the UN, the Lebanese government will be responsible for leading the 
implementation of this framework, monitoring it, and preparing reports about its progress based on the four 
strategic development priorities that were identified in partnership with the government, civil society, the 
private sector, donors, and others. These priorities revolve around four main pillars, namely the People, the 
Planet (environment), Prosperity, and Peace. The priorities consist of the following:  

(1)  Improved lives and well-being for all people in Lebanon. 



 

  

(2)  Improved resilient and competitive productive sectors for enhanced and inclusive-generating and 
livelihood opportunities. 

(3) Third – Sustained peaceful and inclusive society for participatory and equitable development. 
(4) Restored rich nature and ecosystem of Lebanon for inclusive green recovery. 

The signing ceremony was attended by a number of ministers, ambassadors, heads of UN Agencies, Funds, 
Programmes, and Missions in Lebanon, in addition to some media professionals. 

***** 
About the UNSDCF:  

The United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF), also referred to as the 
“Cooperation Framework” (CF), is the key UN strategic document to support the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development for the period 2023-2025. The CF ensures that UN entities 
conduct their activities towards common goals, identified jointly with the Government, development 
partners, and the people of Lebanon, in the most effective, efficient, and prioritized way. It serves as the 
core accountability mechanism between the UN and the Government of Lebanon, as well as between and 
among UN agencies and partners, to ensure collectively owned development results. The CF serves as the 
collective foundation for the UN Country Team’s (UNCT) programmatic work for the next three years.  

***** 

For media inquiries, please contact: 

- Mr. Fares El-Gemayel, Media Advisor to the Lebanese Prime Minister, Mobile number: 03-452688 

- Ms. Nadine Daou, National Information Officer, Office of the United Nations Resident 
Coordinator/United Nations Information Center in Beirut; E-mail: daou@un.org  
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