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Polio this week - As of 29 May 2013

At last week’s World Health Assembly (WHA) in Geneva, Switzerland, health ministers from around the world acknowledged

the progress achieved in the past year in bringing polio to its lowest ever levels, thanks to actions of Member States in

placing polio eradication on an emergency footing. Delegates endorsed the new Polio Eradication and Endgame Strategic

Plan 2013-2018 to secure a lasting polio-free world and urged for its full implementation and financing. For more, please

click here.

In the Horn of Africa, four new wild poliovirus (WPV) cases were reported in the past week (one in Kenya and three in

Somalia). Outbreak response is continuing. See ‘Horn of Africa’ section for more.

Wild Poliovirus (WPV) cases

Total cases Year-to-date 2013 Year-to-date 2012 Total in 2012 

Globally 41 64 223

- in endemic countries 35 61 217

- in non-endemic countries 6 3 6

 
 
Case breakdown by country
 

Countries
Year-to-date 2013 Year-to-date 2012

Total
in

 2012

Date of
most  

 recent
case

  WPV   WPV3  W1W3   Total   WPV1   WPV3  W1W3   Total 

Pakistan 9   9 13  2  1 16 58 3-May-13

Afghanistan      2    2 7   7  37 28-Mar-13

Nigeria 24    24 28 10  38 122 25-Apr-13

 Somalia 4   4              
9-May-

2013 

 Kenya 2   2      14-May-
2013 

Chad     3  3 5 14-Jun-12

Niger        1 15-Nov-12

Total 41 0 0 41 51 12  1 64 223 

Total in endemic
countries     

35 0 0 35 48 12 1 61 217  

 Total outbreak 6    0    0  6  3 0 0 3 6  

Data in WHO as of 29 May 2012 for 2012 data and 28 May 2013 for 2013 data.

Afghanistan

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The total number of WPV cases for 2013 remains two. No WPV cases

have been reported from the south-western endemic area in 2013. The most recent WPV case had onset of paralysis on 28

March (WPV1 from Kunar, Eastern Region).

No new circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) cases were reported in the past week. The total number of

cVDPV2 cases in 2013 remains three. The most recent cVDPV2 case had onset of paralysis on 13 March (from Kandahar).

Subnational immunization activities were conducted in various high-risk areas throughout May, with further activities planned

for early June.

Nigeria
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Two new WPV cases were reported in the past week (WPV1s from Borno), bringing the total number of WPV cases for 2013

to 24. One of the new cases is the most recent WPV case in the country, with onset of paralysis on 25 April.

No new cases of cVDPV2 were reported in the past week. The most recent cVDPV2 case had onset of paralysis on 24

November 2012 (from Kebbi).

Subnational Immunization Plus Days (IPDs) were conducted on 25-28 May in Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Nasarawa and

Taraba.

Preparations are ongoing for the next subnational IPDs in mid-June.

Pakistan

One new WPV case was reported in the past week (WPV1 from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa – KP), bringing the total number of

WPV cases for 2013 to nine. It is the most recent WPV case in the country, and had onset of paralysis on 3 May.

No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases for 2013 remains four. The most

recent cVDPV2 case in the country had onset of paralysis on 22 April, from North Waziristan, Federally Administered Tribal

Areas (FATA).

One new positive environmental sample (WPV1) has been confirmed, from Gadap (greater Karachi), Sindh (collected during

the week of 22 April). This year, 17 environmental samples positive for WPV1 have been reported (of which 11 were collected

in Peshawar, FATA and Hyderabad, Sindh).

Chad

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The most recent WPV case had onset of paralysis on 14 June 2012

(WPV1 from Lac).

No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases for 2013 remains one (onset of

paralysis on 4 February from Salamat).

Subnational immunization days (SNIDs) were held this week (24-27 May), to be followed by nationwide campaigns in June,

both with trivalent OPV.

Horn of Africa

Four new WPV cases were reported in the past week (one WPV1 from Dadaab, north-eastern Kenya, and three WPV1s from

Somalia), bringing the total number of WPV1 cases in the region to six (two from Kenya and four from Somalia). These latest

cases had onset of paralysis between 26 April and 14 May.

Outbreak response activities are continuing in both countries this week. In Kenya, immunization activities began on 26 May,

to reach nearly 440,000 children aged less than 15 years across Dadaab. Further SNIDs are planned for a wider area,

including parts of Nairobi, on 9 June, followed by large-scale subnational immunization days (SNIDs) in late June.

In Somalia, SNIDs are ongoing (26-29 May), including in Banadir region (which includes Mogadishu).

Immunization campaigns are also planned and being conducted in other areas of the Horn of Africa, notably Ethiopia and

Yemen, to urgently boost population immunity levels and minimize the risk of spread of the outbreak. In Ethiopia, in border

areas with Kenya and Somalia, an immunization activity is planned to start on 31 May (targeting children aged less than 15

years). Focus will be particularly on reaching children in refugee camps. Broader activities are planned for late June.

Yemen is planning two activities in early and late June.

West Africa

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The most recent case in the region was a WPV1 from Tahoua province

in Niger with onset of paralysis on 15 November 2012.

Multi-country immunization campaigns were conducted this week (24-27 May), using trivalent OPV, across West Africa. The

activity follows a multi-country campaign at end-April in Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia, Mali and Sierra

Leone, to reach nearly 30 million children under the age of five years. Niger will conduct subnational immunization activities

on 15-18 June (with bivalent OPV).

Further multi-country campaigns are planned in West Africa for September.
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