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HIGHLIGHTS 

  

• Of 1.2 million samples 
tested as of 27 
September, 73,332 were 
confirmed positive  
 

• Some 189,000 people 
were tested for corona 
virus through a 
Community Based 
Activities and Testing 
(ComBAT) nationwide 
campaign that aimed to 
test 200,000. 
 

FUNDING 
REQUIREMENTS 

US$1.44 billion  

Total COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 

revised requirements 

 

US$1.06 billion  

Non-COVID-19 requirements 

 

US$374.2 million 

COVID-19 requirements 

 

People targeted 

Non-COVID-19 8.1 million 

COVID-19 7.8 million 

 

 

   

COVID-19 - Ethiopia updates 
1.24 million samples tested, 73,332 confirmed cases, 30,363 recoveries and 
more than 1,170 deaths 

The total number of confirmed COVID-19 cases reached 73,332 as of 27 September (1.2 
million samples tested), of whom 30,363 people have recovered and 1,170 have died. The 
daily number of confirmed cases in September has decreased compared to August, when 
the country ran a nation-wide testing campaign. Testing capacities remain limited in various 
parts of the country. Meanwhile, China’s BGI factory was inaugurated on 13 September, 
and is designed to produce 6-8 million test kits per year. The production is intended to help 
alleviate current shortages as well as provide more medical expertise related to COVID-19. 

Ethiopia still has the highest caseload in East Africa, and the fourth highest in Africa next 
to South Africa, Egypt and Morocco.  

189,000 tested through enhanced ComBAT campaign  
 
Some 189,000 people (94.5 per cent of target) were tested for corona virus during the 
nationwide Community-Based Activities and Testing (ComBAT) campaign. The two-week 
campaign was initiated by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed to curb the spread of the pandemic 
through active public participation and was officially launched on 14 August with the aim to 
test 200,000 people. The campaign also aimed at empowering and engaging all relevant 
stakeholders and key partners in the community-led response.  
 
Separately, the Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) branch within 
the Emergency Coordination Center (ECC), in collaboration with the Emergency Operation 
Center (EOC) at the Ethiopian Public Health Institute (EPHI), established a framework to 
provide critical and timely public health guidance and information on protective measures to 
the public and partner agencies before and during an emergency.  
 
At federal level, the multi-sector COVID-19 response is coordinated by the Emergency 
Coordination Center (ECC) led by the Commissioner of the National Disaster Risk 
Management Commission (NDRMC) and supported by all sector bureaus and humanitarian 
partners.  Regional Emergency Coordination Centers (ECC) for COVID-19 were also 
established to coordinate the response at sub-national level.   
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• The International 
Organization for 
Migration (IOM) has 
commenced Covid-19 
testing at the Migration 
Health Assessment 
Centre (MHAC) clinic in 
Bole, Addis Ababa 
 

• As heavy summer 
season (June – 
September) rains 
continue to cause 
flooding across six 
regions of the country, 
some 1,095,358 people 
were affected, and 
some 313,179 others 
displaced as of 23 
September. 
 

• In Afar region, flooding 
due to the overflow of 
Kesem, Tendaho, and 
Koka dams on Awash 
River affected some 
240,000 persons and 
displaced more than 
144,000 others across 
17 woredas. 

 

 

 

IOM starts COVID-19 testing for UN community in Ethiopia 
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has commenced COVID-19 testing at the 
Migration Health Assessment Centre (MHAC) clinic in Addis Ababa. The service is expected 
to cater for more than 28 UN agencies in the country. The Ethiopian Public Health Institute 
has also authorized IOM to issue certificates to clients with negative test results for travel 
purposes.  
 
Marking the launch of the clinic, the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator, Catherine 
Sozi, took the first COVID-19 test with her family.  “We encourage people to accept that 
testing for COVID-19 is normal,” she says. Speaking of the experience, she also added: 
“This is a friendly environment that allows people to come in. There is confidentiality and UN 
staff and their dependents can come in if they feel like they are not feeling well or if they 
need to know for any other reason." Dr. Sozi also emphasized on the global nature of the 
virus and how communities should continue to take preventive measures. “We must make 
every effort to prevent it. Prevention is better than cure. We can prevent this if we all work 
together,” she asserted. For more on this: https://bit.ly/3kzjyJk                            
 

Floods affect over one million people and 
displace close to 315,000 in Ethiopia 
Heavy summer season (June – September) rains continue to cause flooding across six 
regions of the country. As of 23 September, some 1,095,358 people were affected, including 
313,179 displaced.  
 
Heavy rains-caused overflow of rivers, coupled with the discharge of water from major dams 
has contributed to the worsening flood incidences in recent weeks.  
 
Afar region is worst affected 
so far with flooding due to 
the overflow of Kesem, 
Tendaho, and Koka dams on 
Awash River affecting some 
240,425 people and 
displacing 144,255 across 
17 woredas. The floods also 
caused over US$135 million 
in damage, including crops 
on 41,000 hectares of land, 
and 18,000 hectares of land 
readied for planting 
according to the region. In 
addition, floods demolished 
105 schools, 200 rural 
roads, six bridges, and killed 
over 21,000 domestic 
animals.  
At least $10 million is required to provide relief aid and rehabilitate the displaced persons, 
of which $2.7 million has been mobilized so far. Government and humanitarian partners are 
responding to the ongoing flooding in Afar, but huge gaps remain. So far, some 10,775 
people were evacuated by helicopter and boats from six woredas. The federal and regional 
Governments provided partial food assistance, while partners provided limited emergency 
shelter and non-food item (ES/NFI) support as well as water treatment chemicals. An 
emergency coordination center was set up at Awash Arba Town in Amibara zone to 
coordinate the multi-sector response. Lack of full ration of emergency food assistance, 
ES/NFIs mainly for the displaced remains. Preparedness for potential cholera and malaria 
outbreak, and lack of personal protective equipment and water treatment chemicals for 
COVID-19 prevention remain to be challenges. 
 

Figure 1 Flood IDPs sites in Afar face critical shortage of water 
and WaSH supplies. Photo Credit: OCHA Ethiopia/ Tamirat 

https://bit.ly/3kzjyJk
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• In SNNP region, 
flood and landslides 
affected over 90,120 
people and displaced 
56,111 others in 34 
woredas, Dasenech 
woreda being the 
most affected. The 
floods destroyed 
crops, property, 
social and economic 
infrastructures. 
 

• Ethiopia is now the 
epicenter of the East 
and Central Africa 
region as new 
swarms of desert 
locust have been 
detected in 
provenance from 
Yemen, according to 
a report by the East 
Africa Regional 
Desert Locust Impact 
Monitoring. 

 

In SNNP region, flood and landslides affected more than 90,120 people and displaced 
56,111 in 34 woredas, Dasenech woreda being the most affected. The floods destroyed 
crops, property, social and economic infrastructures. At least 22 people were reportedly 
killed by flooding in Gamo, Keffa and South Omo zones. IDPs in Dasenech are living in 
crowded settings and are at high-risk of COVID-19 transmission.   
 
Some food, shelter and NFIs, nutrition, WaSH, health, animal feeds and veterinary supplies 
were provided to flood-affected and displaced people and animals. However, the food 
response covered around 50-65 per cent of the need, shelter/NFI response covered only 
40-50 per cent of the needs while health, nutrition and WASH responses covered only 40-
70 per cent of needs. The displaced in Dasenech particularly need urgent shelter/NFIs, 
malaria drugs as well as emergency animal feed and veterinary drugs and communal 
latrines. 
 
Looking at the impact in other regions, Amhara (144,490 affected and 10,313 displaced), 
Oromia (447,565 affected and 46,028 displaced), Gambella (31,865 affected and 18,819 
displaced), and Somali (140,892 affected and 37,650 displaced) regions (source: NDRMC). 
The National Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC) has called for coordinated 
mitigation and response efforts in the wake of additional anticipated flood incidents in the 
coming weeks in various parts of the country. 

 
Government and FAO assessing the Desert 
Locust situation as new swarms are detected in 
Ethiopia 
Ethiopia is now the epicenter of the East and Central Africa region as new swarms of desert 
locust (DL) have been detected in provenance from Yemen, according to a report by the 
East Africa Regional Desert Locust Impact Monitoring.  A survey conducted in mid-July on 
1,345,591 hectares of land across Afar, Amhara, Oromia, Somali, Tigray regions and Dire 
Dawa City Administration also identified that 452,966 hectares were found to be affected by 
DL infestations.  

In Afar region, nearly 50 per cent of seasonal crops, pasture in 29 woreda has been affected 
by DL that migrated at the end of July from Somali region and Djibouti. Similarly, DL 
infestation was reported in Raya Azebo woreda in Tigray region. New hopper development 
was reported in Afar and eastern Amhara at the beginning of August. The control of DL has 
been affected by COVID-19 lockdown and movement restriction, shortage of personal 
protective equipment, shortage of knapsack sprayer for hopper control, lack of logistic, and 
lack of budget. The Ministry of Agriculture, with support from FAO, is scaling up operations 
to control the hopper bands and incoming swarms from Yemen. Two aircrafts and one 
helicopter were recently repositioned to Afar region and one helicopter to Somali region to 
intensify survey and control operations. 

The Minister of Agriculture H.E. Oumer Hussein, State Minister of Agriculture H.E. Mandefro 
Nigussie and FAO Representative Fatouma Seid undertook a joint field mission to Afar 
region from 18 to 20 September to assess the Desert Locust situation and surveillance and 
control operations. Discussions with Desert Locust experts and communities were held to 
identify challenges and gaps in the operations. 

Given the devastating impact so far, FAO called for further strengthening of desert locust 
infestation monitoring and control efforts ahead of the upcoming dry season, which is 
suitable for desert locust migration. Ethiopia registered the worst invasion of desert locust 
infestation in the last 25 years in 2020, in which 76 woredas in both Belg and Meher seasons 
were affected. 
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• According to a new report 
on internal displacement 
released by the 
International Organization 
for Migration (IOM), there 
are now more than 1.8 
million internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) in Ethiopia 
 

•  Zehra Mohammed, 52, 
and a mother of five 
children used to live 
happily in the lower part 
of Boloyta kebele, Dulsen 
woreda until she and the 
rest of her family was 
displaced by a sudden 
flooding due to the 
overflow of Awash River 
 

• On 26 August 2020, the 
sudden release of water 
from the Koka and 
Kessem dams caused 
significant flooding in 
Aysaita, Dubti, Afambo 
and Mille woredas in zone 
1 and Awashfentale, 
Dulsa, Gewane and 
Gelalo woredas in zone 3. 

 
 

 

 

1.8 million IDPs in Ethiopia so far in 2020: IOM 
Report 
According to a new report on internal displacement released by the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), there are currently more than 1.8 million internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) in Ethiopia. The report, which was completed in September and 
endorsed by Ethiopian authorities, contains data collected between June and July 2020 
through the assessment of more than 1,200 IDP sites and over 1,200 villages where IDPs 
had reportedly returned.  The primary cause of displacement, conflict, has resulted in 
1,233,557 IDPs across the country. The second highest cause, drought, displaced 351,062 
IDPs, followed by seasonal floods displacing 104,696 people and flash floods displacing 
50,093 people. IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) works closely with the National 
Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC), for its mobility tracking component 
under which fall the Site Assessment and Village Assessment Surveys. DTM also works 
with the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (MoLSA) for its flow monitoring component 
which tracks incoming and outgoing migration flows and trends in key locations of high 
mobility in the country.  Read the National Displacement Report 5 here. 
https://bit.ly/3cF2dvA 

The impact of flood in the middle Awash area: 
The story of Zehra Mohamed                                                
As flooding in Afar continues to put lives and livelihoods at risk, affecting more than 240,000 
persons and displacing more than 144,000 in 17 woredas, reports of serious damages on 
crops and infrastructure worth US$135 million are coming out from the region. Moreover, 
the flood demolished schools, rural roads, bridges, and killed domestic animals. Zehra 
Mohammed, 52, from Boloyta kebele, Dulsen woreda is amongst those who suffered from 
the impact of flooding in the region.  

 
On 26 August 2020, the 
sudden release of water from 
the Koka and Kessem dams 
caused significant flooding in 
Aysaita, Dubti, Afambo and 
Mille woredas in zone 1 and 
Awashfentale, Dulsa, Gewane 
and Gelalo woredas in zone 3. 
The flooding displaced more 
than 69,831 people and 
damaged 20,500 hectares of 
cropland and killed 15,818 
shoats and 986 cattle, severely 
affecting the lives and 
livelihoods of pastoralists in 
affected areas. All displaced 
people lost their assets, 

including their shelters, water collection utensils and clothing. Some of the displaced people 
are now forced to live with their relatives, in Government institutions, and in open spaces. It 
was reported that since the fourth week of August 2020, the Koka dam has been discharged 
with a speed of 600 cubic meter per second. Heavy rainfall since then has forced the dam 
to continue discharging water with the same speed and affecting many more areas. It is 
anticipated that the overflow of Awash River will cause more flooding and subsequent 
displacement of more people in the coming weeks. 
Zehra Mohammed, 52, and a mother of five children used to live happily in the lower part of 
Boloyta kebele, Dulsen woreda until she and the rest of her family was displaced by sudden 
flooding due to the overflow of Awash river. Zehra and her family are now displaced to the 
upper side of the kebele and live in an open space.  
 

Figure 2 Zehra Mohammed, 52, displaced from Boloyta Keble of 
Dulsa woreda, zone 3. Photo Credit: OCHA Ethiopia /Tamirat 

https://bit.ly/3cF2dvA
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• “I left my house only 
with the cloth I am 
wearing because there 
was no time to pick up 
my stuff. I lost all my 
assets, including my 
house, household 
utensils, and livestock 
as a result of the recent 
flash floods,” said 
Zehra.  
 

• “Although the regional 
and woreda authorities 
have disseminated 
Early warning 
messages to evacuate 
from flood vulnerable 
areas, we did not have 
enough time to escape 
the consequences of 
flooding that suddenly 
happened in our area 
and affected the whole 
community.” she 
added, 

 
 

 

 

 

“I left my house with only the cloth I am wearing because there was no time to collect my 
stuff. I lost all my assets, including my house, household utensils, and livestock as a result 
of the recent flash floods,” said Zehra. She added, “although the regional and woreda 
authorities have disseminated early warning messages to communities in areas at high risk 
of flooding, we did not have enough time to evacuate to higher grounds.” 

 
Zehra and the rest of the affected community have received some support from the 
Government, including emergency food assistance and shelter through the woreda but 
Zehra said ‘full package of food, water, sanitation, and hygiene, and non-food items remain 
unaddressed.” Zehra calls on the Government and humanitarian partners to support the 
displaced community with regular food, NFI kit, and sanitation materials and to restore basic 
services as soon as possible.  

 
Flooding in Afar region is caused mainly by the overflow of the Awash River during rainy 
seasons when it changes its direction and by flash floods caused by excessive rains up in 
the highland areas of Amhara, Tigray and Oromia regions. Both categories of flooding 
caused damages to property and social infrastructure and at times result in human 
displacement with a resultant effect on food security.  

 

HRP Funding Update as of 28 September 2020  
The Government of Ethiopia has made an additional allocation of $104 million for food 
assistance, bringing the total Government contribution this year to $187 million. Out of the 
$104 million, $72 million is already being used to procure 200MT of food, while the remaining 
$32 million are an advance payment for an additional procurement of 240MT. Further 
Government contributions are expected for the final payment of the 240MT food 
procurement. 
 

  
 

For further information, please contact:  
Malda Nadew, Head, Strategic Communication Unit - OIC, nadew@un.org, Tel. (+251) 953852223 
Mengistu Dargie, National Public Information and Reporting Officer, dargie@un.org, Tel. (+251) 911742381 
Alfred Nabeta, OCHA Operations and Advocacy Division, New York, nabeta@un.org 
Twitter - https://twitter.com/OCHA_Ethiopia, Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OCHAinEthiopia/ 
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