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I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

• Heavy monsoon rains over the course of last month have caused widespread damage, primarily  in 
the southern province of Sindh.  

• To date, monsoon rains have affected 22 out of 23 districts of Sindh causing 199 deaths and 
affecting close to 5 million people. 

• To complement the government response, the international humanitarian response will immediately 
start alongside the preparation and launch of needs assessments and response plans. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
One year on from the devastating floods of 
2010, Pakistan is again facing a rain-related 
emergency. The spell of monsoon rains that 
started in the second week of August 2011, 
evolved into a large-scale disaster, causing 
damage in various parts of the country. Sindh, 
however, remains by far the worst affected 
province. Government sources put the number 
of people affected to date at five million people 
mostly in the 22 out of 23 districts of Sindh 
province. To date, there are 199 confirmed 
deaths, according to the Sindh Provincial 
Disaster Management Authority (PDMA). PDMA 
statistics show that over 222,941 individuals 
have been displaced to 2,243 camps in the 
province. The camps are housing people 
primarily in Government schools, buildings and makeshift-tented settlements. Nearly a million houses have 
been damaged or destroyed while thousands of livestock have also been lost. The loss of standing crops 
exceeds 1.59 million acres which further accentuates the vulnerability of the agrarian based communities, 
many of whom are still trying to recover from the 2010 floods. Many cities are flooded and the affected 
population is without access to electricity and essential services for extended periods of time.  
 

The impact of the monsoon rains in other provinces has been reportedly moderate. In Punjab, the monsoon 
damage has remained relatively limited and mostly due to the swelling of River Sutlej, which has led to the 
flooding of villages and temporary settlements in the dry riverbed of the River. Rains have also caused 
losses of standing crops and property. In Balochistan, according to the PDMA, rains have affected the 
districts of Nasirabad, Jafarabad, Kalat, Khuzdar, Loralai and Qillah Saifullah - details of damages are being 
gathered. In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa flash floods in Kohistan district resulted in 57 deaths. Sixty houses were 
destroyed and 250 households were affected. Kohistan district government led a rapid response supported 
by the Army and local NGOs.  
 

The Government responded quickly to the disaster, however, the scale of the disaster and the number of 
people affected continues to grow. As a result, on 7 September, the Government requested assistance from 
the international community. Under the leadership of the UN Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator the 
Humanitarian Country Team mobilized to respond.  On 8 September, a joint UN and NDMA team deployed 
to Sindh to coordinate an inter-agency assessment aiming at ascertaining the extent of damages and needs. 
The results of those preliminary needs assessments will inform the development of a coordinated response 
plan. 
 

According to the Pakistan Met Department, scattered thunderstorms and rain is expected over parts of  
Punjab, east Balochistan and Kashmir. Isolated thunderstorms and rain is also expected over north Punjab 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The wet spell is likely to decrease in Southern Sindh.  
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III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

When the flooding began in August, Government departments and agencies mobilized immediately, to 
provide relief assistance to the affected population, with the support of the Pakistan Army. Some local NGOs 
and the Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) are also involved in response activities. The following are   
some details of the response launched by National Disaster Management Authority, Provincial Disaster 
Management Authority and other agencies in Sindh province.  
 

Food: The Government has started to provide family food rations to the affected populations. So far, over 
158,000 food rations have been distributed. Apart from food rations, 27,800 flour bags (10 Kg each) and 
29,575 rice bags (50 Kg each) have also been distributed. 
 

Shelter:  Over 62,500 tents and 46,100 blankets are being distributed. Some 15,800 plastic mats have also 
been distributed.  
 

WASH: Heavy rains and floods have contaminated water reservoirs. Over 243,640 clean drinking water 
bottles, millions of aqua tabs, over 3,243 water purification units and 58 pumps have been provided to drain 
out the water from affected areas.  
 

Health: The provincial health department is involved in monitoring the disease situation and providing 
medical assistance. The health department reported that 114 fixed and 77 mobile health teams have been 
dispatched, representing a total of 730 health staff. So far they have provided medical consultations to 
150,000 patients. Malaria fumigations, health education sessions and child immunizations are also being 
carried out.   
 

IV. Coordination 
 

A special Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) meeting was convened in Islamabad on 7 September 2011 
following a request from the Government for international assistance for this monsoon emergency.  
 

A subsequent joint mission was undertaken by the UNRC/HC, NDMA Chairman and OCHA to Karachi on 8 
September in order to get feed-back on the current situation from the key agencies and organizations 
operating on the ground as well as from the provincial authorities. At a joint meeting, the broad parameters of 
the Response Plan for the Floods in Pakistan in 2011 and the overall coordination mechanisms were 
discussed. To complement the government response, it was decided that the international humanitarian 
response will immediately start alongside the preparation and launch of needs assessments and response 
plans. Four clusters will be initially rolled out, namely Food Security, Wash, Health and Shelter. Cluster 
needs assessments and cluster response strategies will include Nutrition, Protection and Early 
Recovery/Community Restoration activities. Based on the findings of the rapid needs assessment, additional 
clusters may be rolled out. In addition, two supporting clusters will be rolled out, namely the Logistics Cluster 
and Coordination Cluster. The scope of the rapid response plan will extend to notified districts of two 
provinces namely Sindh and Baluchistan. 
 

V. Funding 
 

Following the request for international assistance from the Government of Pakistan, a humanitarian 
Response Plan for the Floods in Pakisatn in 2011 will be launched based on life saving relief operations, to 
meet the immediate needs of the affected population.  
 

VI. Contact 

Please contact: 
Pakistan: Yasmine Rockenfeller, Deputy Head of Office UNOCHA Pakistan 
Pakistan, Islamabad: Annette Hearns, Humanitarian Affairs  
hearns@un.org, 0346 856 3506  
Pakistan, Sindh : Fawad Hussain, Humanitarian Affairs 
fawadhussain@un.org , 0301 854 2495  
Pakistan, Islamabad : Faisal Azam, Reports Officer 
jadoonf@un.org, 0302 851 9908 
For more information, please visit http://www.pakresponse.info/.  
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: nazir1@un.org  
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