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Situation Overview: 
 
Pastoral and Agro-pastoral livelihood zones (Kirindon, Lolgorian and parts of Kilgoris & Pirrar divisions) - 
• Recorded on average, less than 8 rainy days as for the previous month, spread in time and space. The water situation for both 

livestock & people remained similar to that of the previous month. The situation had improved in Kirindon division. 
• Pasture quantity was good and the livestock body condition better. Milk production was stable. Maize price started decreasing as 

the maize crop was at ripening and harvesting stages. The food situation had improved.  
• The MUAC indicator for children under five years (about the nutritional status) improved, similar to the previous months. 
 
Mixed farming livelihood zones (Keyian and Kilgoris divisions) – 
• The situation was better (due to higher amounts of rainfall received), especially in terms of water availability and pasture situation. 
•  Recorded more rainy days than the above.  Maize crop at farms was at harvesting stage in most parts. 
• The food situation was good and so with the nutritional status of children under five years.   
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Environmental indicators (Stability) 
 

1.1 Rainfall 
• Amount of rainfall 

- The amount of rainfall received this month was lower than the previous month. 
- This amount was normal for this time of the year. 

 
• Temporal distribution 

- Onset – The rainfall was a continuation of the previous months’ onset.   
- The rainfall received was erratic for the period observed. 

 
• Spatial distribution 

- In mixed farming livelihood zones, about 70% of the areas received rainfall, unlike for the 
Pastoral, Agro-pastoral and Casual waged labour/ tourism livelihoods which had about 
60% coverage. The percentage similar to that of the previous month. 

 
• Other Outstanding Observations 

- On average, there was rainfall for less than 8 days of the month, compared to 8, of the 
previous month. Mixed farming livelihood zones recorded more rainy days. 

 
1.2 Condition of Natural Vegetation and Pasture 
 

• Quality 
- The quality of vegetation/pasture in the district was still fair. 
- There was a slight reduction from the previous month. 
- The pasture quality went down due to low rainfall received during the month. 
- The situation was poor compared to the one observed during the normal year. 
- The vegetation status was same in all livelihood zones. 

 
• Quantity  

- The amount of vegetation/pasture in the district was low. 
- The quantity observed this month was less than for the previous month.  
- The quantity was also less than for the same month in a normal year.  
- The quantity of the vegetation in the Mixed farming livelihood zones was higher than that 

in the Agro-pastoral and Pastoral livelihoods. 
 
• Distance to Grazing Areas 

- The average distance from livestock concentration points to the main grazing areas, still 
varied from 3kms to 5 Kms and 2kms to 3kms in Agro-pastoral / Pastoral livelihoods and 
Mixed farming areas respectively. 

- The distance was similar to that of the previous. 
- The pattern remained below what is observed during the normal year. 
- The situation was similar in all the livelihood zones. 

 
1.3 Water Sources and Availability 

• Water sources 
- The water sources that were mainly in use by both livestock and people were: Rivers, 

Catchment pools, Pans, Dams and Taps. 
- The water situation (quantity and quality) deteriorated compared to the previous month. 
- The situation was however similar to the one observed during such a season in a normal 

year. 
- The Pastoral, Agro-pastoral and Casual waged/Tourism livelihood zones had more 

difficulties in accessing water than the mixed farming livelihoods. 
 
• Household access to water 

- The current average distance (in km) from households to main water sources ranged 
between 3.9 and 5.42 in the district.  

- The distance remained similar to that of the previous month. 
- This distance is higher compared to that of the same month during the normal year. 
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- The distance in the Pastoral and Agro-pastoral livelihood zones was higher by more than 
2 Kms compared to the rest. 

 
• Livestock access 

- The current average distance (in km) from livestock concentration points to main water 
sources ranged between 5.81 and 7.35 in the district.  

- This remained the same as for the previous months. 
- This distance is higher compared to that of the same month during the normal year. 
- In the Pastoral and Agro-pastoral livelihood zones, the distance was 3 Kms more than the 

rest of the livelihoods; this was the case because the water sources were more scarce 
and more distant than in Mixed farming zones. 

 
1.4 Emerging Issues - None 
 
1.4.1 Insecurity/conflict/human displacement 

- There tension in Ang’ata Barrikoi and Mashangwa areas, of Lolgorian and Keyian 
Divisions during the month due to cattle rustling. 

 
1.4.2 Migration – Not observed 
1.4.3 Other factors likely to affect livelihoods - None 

 
1.5 Implications on Food Security 
- The low levels of rainfall experienced during the month helped to reduce rotting of maize which was 

due for harvesting. This again sustained the milk production which was expected to improve the 
nutritional status of children below five years.  

- The prevailed tension/instability reduced the overall production of the people, as the victims were 
unsettled thus not available to graze their livestock or cultivate. 

 
2 RURAL INDICATORS (FOOD AVAILABILITY) 
 
2.1 Livestock Production 
 
2.1.1 Livestock Body Condition 
- Generally in the district, the body condition, for cattle was good as well as that of sheep and goats. 

This was same as during the previous month. This was due the appreciable levels of pasture and 
water availability for livestock. 

- The current livestock body condition was good but not better than the one observed during the normal 
year at such a season. 

- There were slight variations in the body condition of livestock, between pastoral/Agro-pastoral zones 
and the Mixed farming zones.  

- The inter-livelihood zones, (livestock body condition) differences were attributed to the stocking rate 
differences where the Pastoral/Agro-pastoral zones carried a lot of livestock with pasture/water 
resources limited compared to the Mixed farming livelihood zones with fewer animals. 

 
2.1.2 Livestock diseases 

- Cattle: There were no major cattle disease outbreaks during the month 
- Goats: There were no serious goat disease outbreaks in the month. 
- Sheep: There were no serious disease outbreaks in the month. 
- Comparing with a normal year, the level of disease incidence is common for this time of 

the year, and not alarming. 
 

2.1.3 Milk production 
- The average milk production per household remained same as for last month owing to the 

similar pattern of water and pasture situation in the district. 
- The trend and quantity of milk production was below normal for such a time of the year. 
- The Mixed farming livelihoods recorded the highest production while the Pastoral zones 

had the lowest. 
- There was more water and pasture in Mixed farming zones than in pastoral areas that led 

to the difference in milk production levels. 
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2.2 Crop production  
 
2.2.1 Timeliness and condition of various crop production activities 
- Currently, maize is at ripening and harvesting stages in all livelihoods.  
- This was late compared to a normal year, due to the failed rains during the drought period. 
- The condition of current crop in the field was good.  
 
2.2.2 Pests and diseases 
- No major crop pests and diseases were recorded in the various livelihood zones during the month. 
 
2.2.3 Harvest  
Most households were harvesting and the yields were good, better than during the normal year. 
 
2.2.4 Implications on food security 
- The level of yields from farms is promising and is expected to impact positively on the local food 

situation.  
 
3 ACCESS TO FOOD 
 
3.1 Livestock Marketing 
 
3.1.1 Cattle Prices 

 
The graph of average cattle prices for July 2006 in Transmara district 
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• Price 
- The average price for cattle was Kshs 6200, lower than the previous month which was 

Kshs 6620. 
- The prices decreased, and were below the level expected for the season.  
- The decrease was because there were fewer people buying cattle during the month. This 

was so because harvesting had set in. 
- Implications on food security: This had no threat to food security. 
- Cattle in the mixed farming zones and some sections of Agro-pastoral livelihood zones 

sold at slightly higher prices. This was because of the differences in the breeds. 
- Comparing with a normal year, the level of cattle prices was below normal for the season. 
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3.1.2 Goats Prices  
 
The graph of average goats prices for July 2006 in Transmara district 
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• Price 
 

- The average price of a goat during the month was Kshs 1148, a reduction from Kshs 1220 of the 
previous month. 

- The price of goats decreased as was the case for other livestock species because of the 
harvesting season. The trend is likely to reverse during next month. 

- There was no Price disparity (for goats) between livelihood zones of the district because the goat 
breed being monitored was just one allover the district.  

- The price level and trend for goats were still normal for this time of the year. 
 
3.2 Milk Consumption 
 
          Table for milk consumption 
 

 
- Milk availability was stable but the consumption level in children went up. The situation got better than 

the previous month. The trend in the pattern of consumption was such that there was decreased % of 
household members taking milk, thus sparing the milk for children.  

 
3.3 Crop Prices 
 
3.4.1 Maize  
 
• Price 
- The average price Per Kg of maize during the month was Kshs 21.3. This was less than for the 

previous month which was Kshs 26.1.  
    
 
 
 
 

 Jul 05 Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan 06 Feb Mar April May June July 

Everyone 23.50 25.00 33.64 25.90 25.73 21.54 17.30 14.14 14.15 15.22 18.99 19.02 18.95

Only 
children 

4.8 5.87 5.92 11.00 15.73 26.78 27.37 34.19 34.23 34.16 34.07 35.11 35.15

None 4.5 0 0 3.18   3.04 3.00 2.07 2.05 2.04 2.02 2.00 2.00 4.2 



 6

The graph of maize prices for July 2006 in Transmara district 
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- Maize price started decreasing in all the divisions, although the prices were slightly higher in the 

Pastoral parts of the district. Pastoral areas do no farming and are usually hard hit by cereal shortages 
than other livelihood zones. 

- This was so because of the harvesting season in the district. 
- The price trend and level for maize were tending to normal for such a time of the year.  
 
3.4.4 Other Major Purchased Food 
 
Rice 

The graph of rice prices for July 2006 in Transmara district 
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• Price 
- The average price Per Kg of Rice during the month was Kshs 47.1, more than for the previous month 

which was Kshs 46.7.This was the case in mixed farming livelihoods. This was brought about by a 
shift in the consumption pattern of the people, who sold maize from farms to buy rice.  

- Despite this, the level of rice price was still high but was expected to drop to normal. 
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Beans 
The graph of Beans prices for July 2006 in Transmara district 
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• Price 
- The average price Per Kg of Beans during the month was Kshs 44, more than for the previous month 

which was Kshs 38.This was the case in all livelihoods. The price increased because beans availability 
was reducing, as it had been harvested much earlier than maize. This was a normal trend 
 

3.5 Income 
 
3.5.4 Crop Income 
- There was no Income from sale of own crops yet. 
 
3.5.5 Livestock Income 
- Income from livestock sales this month was lower than for the previous month.  
- Pastoral areas experienced more sales as they had more livestock compared to other zones.  
- This trend was below normal because the animals fetched little due to low prevailing prices. 
 
3.5.6 Other Incomes  
 
Trade 
- There were no significant Income sources from other activities this month, other than casual wages 

that went up as people worked on farms during harvesting. 
- This was mostly in Mixed farming areas. The situation is normal at such a time of the year. 
 
3.6 Cereal: Meat Price Ratio 
  
Table for Cereal: Meat Price Ratio 

 
- The ratio decreased from 111.68 (last month) to 107.83 this month. This was the trend in all the 

livelihood zones because cereal prices went down, and at a higher rate than that of livestock.  
-  This was a positive indicator on food security. 
- The trend was in the normal year pattern. 
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May June July 

103.15 106.27 104.23 108.30 108.56 109.35 110.23 111.34 111.39 111.41 111.53 111.68 107.83
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3.7 Implications on Food Security  
• The general implications of the above situations to food security are positive, especially if the 

trend continues. 
• The decreasing cereal prices would soon be accompanied by increasing livestock prices. This 

could enhance food security, where fewer kilograms of protein would be required to purchase 
more kilograms of cereals on the market. 

 
4 WELFARE (UTILISATION OF FOOD) 
 
4.1 Nutrition Status 
 

The graph of average MUAC sizes for children under 5 years for July 2006 in Transmara district 
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- The percentage of children with MUAC below 135mm (malnourished) decreased from 5.59% to 

5.46%. This is attributed to the stable milk availability and the harvesting season.  
- The level of malnutrition is lower than during the normal year.  
 
4.2 Health – No major human diseases during the month, only few Malaria incidences, in Lolgorian 

division. 
 
4.3 Flagged Areas – No significant difference due to slight variations. 
 
5 CURRENT INTERVENTION MEASURES AND COPING STRATEGIES  
 
5.1 Non-food intervention – Reported previously 
 
5.2 Food Aid – No relief was given this month. 
 
5.3 Other coping strategies – Food was available 
 
6 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
- The conflict management meetings should continue so as to establish the lasting stability and 

eliminate the clan animosity in the district. 
- More funds should be devoted for police patrols to control clashes that lead to loss of lives. 
- There is need for extension services to communities on post harvest management of crops, at such a 

time of mass harvesting in the district.  


