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Dry period (Jilal) 

consisting of January, 

February. 

&March. Temperatures 

are high; activities 

carried out include,  

 migration of 

livestock for 

pasture 

&water 

search, 

 Herd 

separation 

 Livestock 

marketing 

 Pressure on 

boreholes use  

 
  

 
 
 

 Long rainy season 

(Guu), starts late March 

and continues in, April 

and May. Activities 

carried are-  

 Selection/breedin

g of livestock 

 weeding 

ceremonies  

 weaving  

 male 

circumcision 

 restocking of 

livestock 

 planting for rain 

fed crops 

 deworming of 

livestock 

 orage survey 
 

 Dry and cold period 

(Hagaa) in the months of 

June, July, August, Sept. 

and mid October. The 

activities performed are: 

 High rate of 

livestock and 

household 

migration 

 High labour 

demand  

 Destocking  

/culling 

 Surveillance for 

pasture /browse 

 Caravan water 

trekking  

 

 Short rainy season 

(deer) of Oct, Nov and 

December. Activities for 

this period are: 

 Restocking of 

livestock. 

 Breed 

improvement  

 Planting for rain 

fed crops 

 Crafts and 

weaving  

 Calving and 

kidding period 
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                                   SITUATION OVER VIEW  

 

 The short rains season continued during the month with few rainy days reported, the 

intensity was good though with fair distribution. 

  The quantity and quality of pasture and browse highly improved across the 

livelihood zones. Vegetation regeneration and growth of good ground cover was 

reported. 

 The water sources available remain stable with the recharge of boreholes and shallow 

wells and impounding of water at good number of water pans. Main water sources 

available for household and livestock use in the district are Boreholes, River Tana, 

and Benane spring, Galana golf of Modogashe and water pans. 

 Household water availability continues to improve when compared with the previous 

month. Household trekking distances continue to reduce with an average of 8km 

trekking recorded in all livelihood zones. 

 Livestock water availability and accessibility remained stable when compared with 

the previous month. This was attributed to availability of water in seasonal water 

points (pans and depression).the trekking distances across the livelihood zones was 

10km.  

 No resource based conflict was reported in parts of the county.  

 No livestock migration was reported during the month.   

 Livestock body condition continues to improve, the current condition ranges between 

fair and good for all livestock species.    

 Suspected cases of lumpy skin disease was reported in most parts of the county 

affecting cattle and small stocks, to the south of the county high cases of 

trypanosomosis and suspected cases of camel haemrragharic septicemia were 

reported.   

 Milk production continues to improve with high consumption rates at household 

level and local markets reported. This was due to high birth rates in small stocks 

reported across the livelihood zones. The current price is Kshs. 40.  

 Cattle prices slightly improved when compared with preceding month. This was 

attributed improving body condition, increased demand and low supply of cattle to 

the local markets .The current cattle market price was Kshs.17, 000.  

 The prices of goats continue to increase when compared with the preceding month. 

The increase was attributed to reduced supply to the markets and relatively improving 

body condition of goats due to their feed conversion efficiency. The current price 

increased from kshs.2432 to kshs.3000. 

 Sheep prices slightly increased when compared with the previous month. It was due 

to reduced sale rate and improved body condition.  The average recorded price for the 

month was Kshs .1580 against kshs.1420 for the previous month.  

 The nutritional status of children above one (1) and below five (5) relatively 

improved with the percentage at risk reducing  from 13.4 %  of previous month to the 

current 10.3% the improving trend is attributed to availability of milk and improved 

purchasing powers of  pastoralist. The at-risk rates are higher than the long term mean 

for the month. 
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CURRENT INTERVENTION MEASURES 

      (NON FOOD)     
  

 Peace initiative between communities 

 Rahole canal construction by national irrigation board. 

 Expansion of irrigation infrastructure for farms 

 Livestock vaccination at Dadaab sub county  

  

   

FOOD AID 

 General food distribution and food for asset continued targeting 64, 340 beneficiaries.  

 School feeding programme. 

 Supplementary feeding targeting 2800 children under five, pregnant and lactating 

mother continued.  

 

COPING STRATEGY 

 Casual labour     

 Sale of charcoal and wood products.   

  

RECOMMENDATIONS TO DISTRICT STEERING GROUP AND KENYA       

FOOD SECURITY STEERING GROUP 

 

 Youth empowerment programmes need to be implemented to protect youth from 

radicalization and other harmful acts. 

 Conduct mass livestock vaccination and treatment in Lagdera and Fafi sub counties. 

 Establish best practice farm with breed improvement component. 

 Engage small scale business and women groups on income generating activities. 

 Increase areas under irrigation to improve crop production. 

 Supports inter community dialogues on peace and conflict and support peace 

 Provide water treatment and water treatment chemicals to communities that use 

service water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 4 

 

1.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITION (Stability). 

1.1 Rainfall 

 The short rains season continued during the month with few rainy days reported, the 

intensity was good though with fair distribution. The temperatures have relatively 

reduced though within the normal range for the month. 

 

1.2 Natural Vegetation and Pasture Condition 

 The quantity and quality of pasture and browse highly improved across the livelihood 

zones. Vegetation regeneration and growth of good ground cover was reported though 

most of the undergrowth are fobs with low nutritive value compared to grasses. 

 

 

1.3 Water Sources and Availability 

1.3.1 Use of Water Sources  

 The water sources available remain stable with the recharge of boreholes and shallow 

wells and impounding of water at good number of water pans. Main water sources 

available for household and livestock use in the district are Boreholes, River Tana, 

and Benane spring, Galana golf of Modogashe and water pans. 

1.3.2 Household accessibility to water 

 Household water availability continues to improve when compared with the previous 

month. Household trekking distances continue to reduce with an average of 8km 

trekking recorded in all livelihood zones. 

 

1.3.3 Livestock accessibility to water           

 Livestock water availability and accessibility remained stable when compared with 

the previous month. This was attributed to availability of water in seasonal water 

points (pans and depression).the trekking distances across the livelihood zones was 

10km.  

 
1.4 EMERGING ISSUES 

 

1.4.1 Insecurity/Conflict/ Human displacement. 

 No resource based conflict was reported in parts of the county.  

 

1.4.2 Migration  

 No livestock migration was reported during the month.   

 

 

1.4.2 Implication on Food Security  

 Improving pasture and browse availability and accessibility, low trekking distances to 

water sources, no cost for watering livestock, indicates positive food security 

implications.   
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2.0 RURAL ECONOMY INDICATORS (FOOD AVAILABILITY) 

2.1     Livestock Production  

2.1.1  Livestock Body Condition 

 Livestock body condition continues to improve, the current condition ranges between 

fair and good for all livestock species and is anticipated to continue on upward trend.   

2.1.2 Livestock Health and Diseases. 

 Suspected cases of lumpy skin disease was reported in most parts of the county 

affecting cattle and small stocks, to the south of the county high cases of 

trypanosomosis and suspected cases of camel haemorragharic septicemia were 

reported.   

2.1.3 Milk Production 

 Milk production continues to improve with high consumption rates at household 

level and local markets reported. This was due to high birth rates in small stocks 

reported across the livelihood zones. The current price is Kshs. 40.  

2.2    CROP PRODUCTION 

2.2.1 Crop production activities along river Tana. 

 Irrigation farming continued during the month. High fruits harvest was realized 

during the month.  

 Rain feed farming with production of water melon was reported in some parts of the 

county. 

2.2.2 Pests and Crop Diseases 

 Banana pest and disease was reported on farms in the southern part of the county. 

 

 

3.0    Access to food  
3.1    Livestock Marketing 

3.1.1 Cattle prices 

 Cattle prices slightly improved when compared with preceding month. This was 

attributed improving body condition, increased demand and low supply of cattle to 

the local markets .The current cattle market price was Kshs.17, 000. 
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jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec

cattle long term mean 2001-2013 13791 13816 14504 14751 15261 15581 15257 15083 14158 14030 14425 16247

cattle price 2014 17750 15900 15900 17000
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The graph below indicates cattle long term price against current year price 

 

3.1.2 Goats Prices 

 The prices of goats continue to increase when compared with the preceding month. 

The increase was attributed to reduced supply to the markets and relatively improving 

body condition of goats due to their feed conversion efficiency. The current price 

increased from kshs.2432 to kshs.3000. 

 

             

jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec

goats long term mean 2001-2012 2434 2423 2655 2665 2759 2533 2397 2376 2310 2171 2274 2561

Goats price 2013 2690 2400 2432 3000
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The grapgh below reflects goats long term mean prices compared with current year prices

 
 

 

 

3.1.3 Sheep Prices 

 Sheep prices slightly increased when compared with the previous month. It was due 

to reduced sale rate and improved body condition.  The average recorded price for the 

month was Kshs .1580 against kshs.1420 for the previous month.  
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jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec

sheep long term mean 2001-2012 1883 1964 2061 2114 2195 1859 1765 1686 1594 1229 1255 1819

sheep price 2013 1820 1420 1420 1580
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The graph below shows  sheep  long term mean pirices compared with current year prices 

 
      
3.2 LIVESTOCK SALE 

 Livestock species presented for marketing slightly increased with most of the 

pastoralist waiting for the livestock to improve body condition and market prices to  

Shoot up. 
 

3.3 INCOME SOURCES 

 The main income source for the pastoralist was livestock sales which continue to reduce in 

percentage when compared with the previous month. The chart below indicates the different 

income sources for households and the percentage score for each income sources. 

 

 

 
 

 
3.2.1 PURCHASE PRICE OF FOOD COMMODITIES 

3.2.2 Maize price 

  Maize prices remained stable during the month. The price of a kilogram of 

maize was Kshs.60 in March and Kshs 60 in April.  The price was much above 
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the long term mean for the month. 

jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec

Maize long term mean 2001-2012 47.2 46.2 45.5 44.5 43.5 44.5 45.5 46.7 47.5 51.2 52 51.2

Current year Maize price 2013 55 60 60 60
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The long term Mean Maize Prices Aganist Current Year 

 
 

3.2.3 Posho (locally milled and Jogoo) 

 The prices of Posho and jogoo which are both end products of maize have shown no 

change in trend since December 2013 and are above the long term mean for the 

month. The price of a kg was kshs.85 in March and Kshs 85 in April. 

jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec

Posho long term mean 2001-2012 71.75 72.5 71.5 71.5 72 72 72.25 72.5 74 76.75 78.25 78.5

Posho price 2013 85 85 85 85
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The Graph Below reflects the current year Posho Prices aganist long term mean prices 

 
 

3.2.4 PURCHASE PRICE OF OTHER FOOD COMMODITIES 

 Other essential food commodity prices are relatively stable due to market conditions 

and inflations.    

 

3.2.5 FOOD SECURITY IMPLICATION 

 Improving livestock prices, reducing rate of malnutrition, reduced human and 

livestock diseases, relatively stable food commodities and good performances of 

crops reflects positive food security implications. 
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4.0 HUMAN WELFARE INDICATORS 

4.1 Nutritional Status 

 The nutritional status of children above one (1) and below five (5) relatively 

improved with the percentage at risk reducing  from 13.4 %  of previous month to the 

current 10.3% the improving trend is attributed to availability of milk and improved 

purchasing powers of  pastoralist. The at risk rates are higher than the long term mean 

for the month.   

jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec

At risk long term mean 2001-2012 10.03 10.1 9.9 9.04 7.93 9.16 10.42 10.85 11.75 13 11.35 9.1

At risk 2013 9.6 13.2 13.4 10.3
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The graph below reflects the long term mean for children at risk compared with current year

     

Number of children sampled 1200 

 

4.2 HUMAN HEALTH 

 Cases of Upper respiratory tract infection, chicken pox and malaria reported in most 

parts of the county. 

 

4.3 FLAGGED AREAS (AFFECTED AREAS)  

 There were no flagged areas. 

    

5. 0 CURRENT INTERVENTION MEASURES. 

5.1 (NON-FOOD)  
 

 Excavation of water pans  

 Coordination meeting on drought status in the county. 

 Rehabilitation of irrigation infrastructure  

 Community feedback meeting on  drought early warning  

 Provision of seeds and seedlings to farmers. 

 

  

5.2 FOOD AID 

 General food distribution and food for asset continued targeting 64,340, beneficiaries.  

 School meals programme provided by W.F.P targeting 42,049 children continued 

during the month. 
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 Supplementary feeding targeting 2,800 children under five, pregnant and lactating 

mother continued. 

 

 5.3 COPING STRATEGY 

 Charcoal burning/wood products sale.  

 Casual labour  

   

 

6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS TO DISTRICT STEERING GROUP AND KENYA 

FOOD SECURITY STEERING GROUP. 

 Health outreaches with vitamin A supplementation  

 Changes food for asset food to a more palatable and acceptable food by the 

community. 

 Increase supplementary feeding programmes to the health centres. 

 Rehabilitate boreholes and support water users with fuel subsidy.  

 Start hunger safety net project in the county due to the high number of poverty level. 

 Support crop and livestock husbandry practices trainings. 

   

   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


