
Food security in Kenya has deteriorated significantly, 
with the number of people facing acute food insecurity in 
the arid and semi-arid lands increasing to 2.6 million in 
February 2017 from 1.3 million in August 2016, following 
the below-average 2016 short rains season (October–
December). 

The number of people in need of food assistance is 
expected to further increase after April 2017 if the poor 
rain forecast for the next rain season is confirmed. Many 
households are likely to remain in crisis (Integrated 
Phase Classification Phase 3), meaning families face 

food consumption gaps with high or above-usual acute 
malnutrition; more may join them, especially if the next 
long rains season is poor, as projected.

A shortage of funds has prevented WFP from providing 
food for its school meals programme in term 1 (January-
April), affecting 460,000 children in drought-affected arid 
counties. The Ministry of Education estimates that up to 
two million school-going children are at risk of dropping 
out of school, with enrolment already dropping sharply in 
almost all schools in the arid areas. 

School enrolment has dropped by 20 to 40 percent 
in counties in the north-east of Kenya and the rate of 
absenteeism has increased in almost all schools in the 
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Highlights 
The Government of Kenya declared drought a na-
tional disaster on 10 February 2017. The cur-
rent drought may be even more serious than the 
2010/2011 drought: food security and nutrition lev-
els in the arid and semi-arid areas are deteriorating. 

Almost 344,000 children are suffering from acute 
malnutrition in Kenya’s 23 arid and semi-arid 
counties. Of these, 268,000 require treatment for 
moderate acute malnutrition, the remainder for se-
vere acute malnutrition.1 The Government of Kenya 
and WFP will scale up the treatment of children with 
moderate acute malnutrition from March. An antic-
ipated 37,000 malnourished pregnant and breast-
feeding mothers will also require treatment in the 
same 23 counties. The Government has allocated 
US$7.4 million for this; a shortfall of US$5.4 mil-
lion remains. Without this treatment, acute malnu-
trition will continue to rise.  

To prevent further increases in malnutrition, the 
very critical situation in the five arid counties of Man-
dera, Baringo, Isiolo, Turkana and Marsabit, where 
acute malnutrition in children is above 20 percent, 
requires much wider intervention. As per the pro-
tocol for managing acute malnutrition, in consulta-
tion with the Ministry of Health, WFP will provide 

1  The Ministry of Health and UNICEF are taking the lead in treating 
severe acute malnutrition.
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In Numbers
Some 2.6 million people are acutely food insecure as 
of February, up from 1.3 million in mid-2016.

More than 30 percent of children in Mandera and 
parts of Marsabit and Turkana counties are suffering 
from acute malnutrition.

Children in Isiolo and parts of Turkana and Baringo 
counties have the second highest prevalence of 
malnutrition – at more than 20 percent.

Over two million school children are adversely 
affected by the drought.

specialized, ready-to-use supplementary food to all 
children from six to 59 months from May to October. 
This will cover 450,000 children and 100,000 mothers. 
To do this, WFP urgently requires US$29.9 million. 

The six-month shortfall for prevention and treatment 
of acute malnutrition is therefore US$28.3 million 
(US$5.4 million for treatment and US$22.9 million for 
prevention from March to August).

WFP is committed to providing relief assistance to tar-
geted households already enrolled in asset creation 
projects in the arid and semi-arid counties. This activity 
faces a six-month shortfall of US$24 million. 

The WFP school meals programme faces a funding 
shortfall of US$3.3 million from March to October.
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arid areas as a result of the discontinued school meals 
programme and the impact of drought on household food 
security.

The Government has developed a nine-month drought 
response plan from November 2016 to July 2017 costed at 
over KES 20 billion (US$194 million). This will be deployed 
to critical sectors for drought-mitigation interventions 
focusing on food security, water and sanitation, health and 
nutrition, peace and security, agriculture and livestock, 
and education. 

The Kenya Meteorological Department forecasts the onset 
of the long rains during the last week of March.

 

WFP Response
Assessment

Nutrition status among the most vulnerable population 
groups (children aged 6–59 months and pregnant and 
breastfeeding mothers) in drought-affected areas has 
deteriorated sharply. Two sub-counties (Turkana North 
and North Horr (Marsabit)) and Mandera County have a 
global acute malnutrition prevalence of above 30 percent. 
A further five sub-counties (Turkana Central, East and 
South, Laisamis (Marsabit) and East Pokot (Baringo)) 
plus all of Isiolo County have a global acute malnutrition 
prevalence of between 20 and 29 percent. Some 344,000 
children aged 6–59 months are suffering from acute 
malnutrition. Of these, 75,000 are severely malnourished. 

Crop production has fallen to 70 percent below the five-
year average and the food security situation is worsening 
in most arid and semi-arid counties. Areas dependent on 
the short rains are facing significant food shortages and 
are likely to remain dependent on markets until the next 
harvest in February 2018.

    Food Assistance 

WFP is assisting over 700,000 vulnerable people in 
14 arid and semi-arid counties using food and cash 
transfer asset-creation activities. The completed assets 
and complementary services from partners are helping 
families cope with the current drought. However, for 
those affected by the drought, WFP is planning to provide 
relief food assistance (cash and/or food) to fill the 
drought-related food gap. Furthermore, this additional 
assistance will protect them from adopting negative 
coping strategies, such as selling assets, and avoid 
jeopardizing progress made toward self-sufficiency. With 
additional donor support of US$24 million, from March 
WFP will provide relief cash transfers to 333,000 people 
in the semi-arid counties; and relief food transfers to 
371,000 asset-creation beneficiaries in the arid counties. 

Where county governments have the in-kind food but 
lack resources to distribute rations, WFP will cover 
the transport and distribution costs. This has been in 
implemented in Samburu County.

 Nutrition 

WFP has been reaching 30,000 children aged between 
6 and 59 months and 20,000 pregnant or breastfeeding 
women with treatment for moderate acute malnutrition. 
At the request of the Ministry of Health, WFP is seeking 
resources to scale up to reach 134,000 moderately 
malnourished children (targeting at least 50 percent of 
the affected children2) and 37,000 malnourished pregnant 
and breastfeeding mothers in the 23 arid and semi-arid 
counties between March and October. 

Additionally, in order to prevent a further deterioration in 
nutrition status among the most vulnerable groups, WFP 
intends to provide 450,000 children aged 6–59 months 
and 100,000 pregnant and breastfeeding mothers drawn 
from counties with critical or very critical global acute 
malnutrition levels (Mandera, Marsabit, Turkana, Isiolo 
and Baringo) with specialized ready-to-use supplementary 
food for six months (May to October).

WFP thanks the Government of Japan for its recent 
contribution of US$500,000 to the nutrition shortfall. 

     Capacity Strengthening 

With technical assistance from WFP, all 23 counties in 
the arid and semi-arid areas migrated their beneficiary 
information onto the online data management system 
for early warning, where monitoring information is now 
available to external users.  

WFP continues to strengthen capacities in four counties 
(Baringo, Marsabit, Samburu and Wajir) to manage and 
implement emergency preparedness and response and 
to foster stronger information management, coordination 
and response. WFP’s seconded staff in these counties 
are providing advisory and technical assistance. For 
example, with support from WFP, Baringo County mapped 
all stakeholders and their areas of operation, identified 
hotspots including migratory routes, and developed a 
resource mobilization strategy. This has helped the 
county executive to reallocate resources quickly during 
the current drought crisis, before appealing for outside 
support. 

WFP has also seconded a staff member to the State 
Department of Special Programmes to provide technical 
support.

2  WFP will scale up its support from the current 30,000 children and 20,000 
pregnant and lactating women in ten arid counties to reach at least 134,000 
children and 37,000 pregnant and lactating women in the 23 arid and 
semi-arid counties. This target, which represents 50 percent of the moderate 
acute malnutrition caseload of children, has been set by the Ministry of Health 
following Sphere (sphereproject.org) minimum standards on food security and 
nutrition (which are set at >50 percent coverage in rural populations). 
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List of Donors in Alphabetical Order (Since 2015) 

If you would like more information, please contact: 
Deputy Country Director – Programmes – paul.turnbull@wfp.org  
Donor & Private Sector Relations Officer – charisse.tillman@wfp.org 
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     School Meals 

School meals are provided through WFP in eight counties 
and through the Government’s home-grown school meals 
programme in 19 counties.

Severe resource shortfalls for WFP’s school meals programme 
have resulted in a complete pipeline break from January to 
April (term 1). Consequently, 460,000 school children living 
in the arid lands are not receiving their mid-day meals in the 
midst of elevated food insecurity due to the drought. 

As part of the response to the ongoing drought crisis, the 
Government has allocated US$6 million to provide meals to 
children in the arid counties for 40 school days to bridge the 
current gap. However, the money has not reached schools yet. 
The Government is also planning to extend the geographic 
coverage of the home-grown school meals programme to 
reach additional needy children. WFP is supporting the Ministry 
of Education in preparation for scaling up its assistance.

Schools receiving transitional cash transfers (110,000 
pupils in the urban poor settlements of Nairobi and parts of 
Turkana) are not affected by the current shortfalls; however, 
no resources have been confirmed to continue support to 
these schools in term 3 (August–November).

WFP has in-kind resources arriving in April that will cover 
requirements for term 2 (May–July).

Schools under the national home-grown school meals 
programme have received funds to purchase food. Over one 
million children are covered under this programme. 

Resource Update

WFP OPERATIONS 
March–August 2017 (six months)

Net funding
requirements 

Net funding
shortfall No. of 

people
Targeted

US$

Asset creation
(PRRO 200736) 39 524 626 23 659 233 704 000

Treatment & 
prevention of
moderate 
acute
malnutrition
(PRRO 200736)

24 339 667 23 839 667 721 000

School meals
(CP 200680) 10 072 663 3 284 530 570 000

 
 NOTE: Figures may differ from those given in WFP March resource 

updates due to differing timeframes.


