
2020 www.unicef.org/appeals/madagascar
©

 U
N

IC
EF

 M
ad

ag
as

ca
r/2

01
9/

R
al

ai
vi

ta

Humanitarian
Action for
Children

Madagascar
Madagascar is one of the poorest countries in the world – nearly 78 per cent of the population 
lives below the poverty line of US$1.90 per day  – and is extremely vulnerable to natural 
disasters. Due to its low vaccination rates and poor sanitation and hygiene, Madagascar is 
regularly hit by epidemics. Following a plague epidemic in 2017, the country faced an 
unprecedented measles outbreak in 2018–2019, with more than 204,000 registered cases 
and over 900 measles-related deaths.  While the measles epidemic is now mostly under 
control, there is a high possibility that a new epidemic could begin at any time, especially 
during the rainy season. In the south of the country, prolonged drought has hindered access 
to water and worsened food insecurity and acute malnutrition. Nearly 12 per cent of the 
population lacks adequate access to water; 42 per cent of children under 5 years are suffering 
from malnutrition;  and more than 916,000 people are affected by acute food 
insecurity.  Madagascar is also extremely vulnerable to seasonal cyclones. An average of 1.5 
cyclones affect Madagascar every year – the highest rate in Africa – with each event affecting 
an average of 700,000 people.  
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Humanitarian strategy Results from  2019
In 2020, UNICEF will increase disaster risk 
reduction capacities in Madagascar to enable 
a more efficient emergency response. This 
will involve supporting the Government to 
build national and regional disaster 
contingency plans; raising public awareness 
through communication campaigns and other 
activities such as life-skills education; and 
integrating disaster preparedness into regular 
activities.   When disasters strike, UNICEF 
will provide life-saving assistance through 
timely and effective interventions, in 
collaboration with the Government, other 
United Nations agencies and non-
governmental organizations, and as co-lead 
for the nutrition, water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) and education clusters. UNICEF-
supported mobile teams will provide health, 
nutrition and WASH interventions in remote 
areas affected by disasters.  UNICEF will also 
support access to basic education through 
temporary learning spaces, teaching and 
learning materials and school 
rehabilitation.  Protection services for 
vulnerable children will include psychosocial 
support and child-friendly spaces. UNICEF 
will strengthen national capacities to prevent 
and mitigate risks for vulnerable people 
exposed to gender-based violence in 
emergencies, and ensure continued access to 
comprehensive quality support for all 
survivors of gender-based violence in 
emergencies. To strengthen the linkages 
between humanitarian action and 
development programmes, UNICEF will also 
promote longer-term responses in 
emergencies, rather than short-term 
measures.   
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As of 31 August 2019, UNICEF had US$5.3 
million available against the US$8.2 million 
appeal (66 per cent funded).  In response to 
the measles epidemic, UNICEF worked with 
the Government and other partners to 
implement a nationwide vaccination 
campaign that surpassed the target of 
immunizing 7.2 million children aged 6 
months to 9 years. The vaccination campaign 
was accompanied by communication for 
development activities, such as advocacy, 
social mobilization and communication for 
behavioural change. In the drought-stricken 
south, the nutrition response included 
supporting the quarterly nutrition surveillance 
system; supporting outpatient and inpatient 
services for severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 
in health facilities and through mobile teams; 
training parents on the early detection of 
acute malnutrition; and promoting optimum 
feeding and hygiene practices for infants and 
young children. UNICEF also supported water 
trucking and the construction and 
rehabilitation of boreholes to provide water to 
76,000 people in the south. Pedagogical 
supplies were donated to vulnerable children, 
including those living in regions experiencing 
drought, epidemics and landslides.
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Total people in need
2 million  11

Total children (<18) in need
1.1 million  12

Total people to be reached
441,000  13

Total children to be reached
341,000  14

Nutrition 
16,000 children under 5 years with SAM
admitted to treatment services

Health 
241,000 children aged 6 months to 9
years immunized against measles
180,000 people provided with access to
essential and life-saving health care
services

WASH 
200,000 people provided with a sufficient
quantity of water of appropriate quality for
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene

Child protection 
3,000 children reached with psychosocial
support

Education 
40,000 children accessing formal or non-
formal education, including early learning

Communication for development 
920,000 people reached with key life-
saving and behaviour change messages
through mass media, advocacy, social
mobilization and community engagement 

Cash-based transfers 
15,000 households receiving cash
transfers in emergencies to access
essential goods 

2020 programme targets



Who to contact for 
further information:

Manuel Fontaine 
Director, Office of Emergency
Programmes (EMOPS)
Tel: +1 212 326 7163
Email: mfontaine@unicef.org

Carla Haddad Mardini 
Director, Public Partnership
Division (PPD)
Tel: +1 212 326 7160
Email: chaddadmardini@unicef.org

Sector 2019 
targets

Sector 
cumulative 

results (2019)
UNICEF 2019 

targets
UNICEF cumulative 

results (2019)

NUTRITION
Children under 5 years treated for SAM 17,000 12,700
HEALTH        
Children aged 6 months to 9 years immunized against 
measles  7,200,000 7,232,427

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE
People who accessed the agreed quantity of water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 255,000 91,062 105,000  76,062

CHILD PROTECTION        
Children accessing psychosocial support 3,000 0
EDUCATION
Children benefiting from pedagogical supplies 54,000 26,000 35,000 21,000
COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT        
People reached with key life-saving and behaviour change 
messages on health, nutrition and safe and appropriate 
sanitation and hygiene practices contextualized to the 
emergency scenario

3,200,000 2,900,000

CASH-BASED TRANSFER
Vulnerable households receiving cash transfers 15,000 0
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 No funds were received for child protection, education and cash transfer assistance, which led to very low/no results against the planned targets. 
 The measles outbreak campaign was done in partnership and with significant resources from the Government, the World Health Organization (WHO) and other partners. UNICEF’s contributions

included vaccine procurement, social mobilization and technical support at the central and operational levels to ensure the completion of the micro-planning process and reinforce demand for child
vaccination. 
 This comprises results for the nationwide measles vaccination campaign for children aged 6 months to 9 years. 
 This represents the number of parents reached with key life-saving messages on measles. Measles is a new emergency that has far exceeded the number of cases estimated for 2019. 

 For sectors where UNICEF is the only partner in the humanitarian response, sector results are the same as cluster results. Results are through 31 August 2019. *
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Funding requirements
UNICEF is requesting US$7.6 million to reach 441,000 people, 
including children likely to be affected by crises such as epidemics 
and drought in Madagascar in 2020. The funds will be used to 
address the nutrition, health, WASH, child protection, education, 
communication for development and emergency cash transfer needs 
of affected populations.

Sector 2020 requirements (  US$)
Nutrition 2,000,000
Health  1,100,000
Water, sanitation and hygiene 2,000,000
Child protection 300,000
Education 550,000
Communication for development 475,000
Cash-based transfer  1,200,000
Total  7,625,000
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 United Nations Children's Fund, The State of the World’s Children 2017: Children in a digital world, UNICEF, New York, December 2017. 
 Ministry of Public Health, Pastor Institute of Madagascar and the World Health Organization, 'Measles Epidemic Situation Report No. 25', September 2019. 
 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Madagascar, 2018. 
 From August through December 2019, it is projected that in nine districts in southern Madagascar, 916,200 people will be living in areas classified as experiencing Integrated Food Security

Phase Classifications 3 (crisis) and 4 (emergency). Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, ‘Madagascar: Acute food insecurity June – July 2019 and projection for August – December
2019’, IPC, <www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1152119/>, accessed 18 September 2019. 
 Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, ‘Madagascar’, OCHA, <www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/madagascar>, accessed 18 September 2019. 
 Such as building cyclone-proof schools. 
 To improve vaccination coverage, SAM treatment and access to water in hard-to-reach areas. 
 In addition, cash transfers can be used as a quick response, mitigating the impact of disasters, as well as malnutrition, child exploitation and school dropout. 
 A notable example is a UNICEF-supported water pipeline project in the south, which provides a durable response to the drought. 
 Available funds include US$4.1 million received against the 2019 appeal and US$1.2 carried forward from the previous year. 
 The total number of people in need is 2 million, including 916,200 people affected by drought in the Grand South (Famine Early Warning Systems Network, Integrated Food Security Phase

Classification, June-July 2019); 241,000 children in need of measles vaccination; 180,000 people affected by other health problems; and 700,000 people projected to be affected by cyclones
(Multi-Risk Contingency Plan 2018/2019). 

 The total number of children in need is 1.1 million, including 440,692 children affected by drought in the Grand South; 241,000 children in need of measles vaccination in six remaining
vulnerable districts in five regions; 86,580 children affected by other health problems; and 336,700 children projected to be affected by cyclones. 

 The total number of people to be reached is 441,000, including 241,000 children to be vaccinated against measles and 200,000 people to be reached through the WASH response. The total
number of women/girls to be reached is the number of women to be reached with WASH interventions + the number of girls to be vaccinated against measles: 126,840 + 101,200 = 228,040. 

 The total number of children to be reached is 341,000, including 241,000 children to be vaccinated against measles and 100,000 children to be reached through the WASH response. This
includes 169,136 girls and 171,864 boys. The total number of girls is calculated at 49.6 per cent of the total number of children to be reached based on 2018 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey data. 

 This is US$250,000 for the measles response and US$850,000 for other responses. 
 The humanitarian cash transfer programme targets 7,500 drought-affected households (five transfers) and 7,500 cyclone-affected households (one-time transfer). 
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Michel Saint-Lot
Representative, Madagascar
Tel: +261-322343284
Email:  msaintlot@unicef.org


