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Situation Overview 

 The month remained cool and dry across all livelihood zones. This is normal 

for this time of the year.  

 Pasture and browse quality and quantity declined considerably this month 

particularly in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone. 

 Average distances to grazing areas remained high at 12 km similar to the 

previous month. Water scarcity and heightened insecurity in the grazing areas 

of the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone contributed significantly to the long 

distances.  

 Natural rivers were the main sources of water for both domestic use and 

livestock. Boreholes were significant sources for livestock in the grazing areas 

noting that all water pans have dried up. Average trekking distance for 

households was 6 km this month similar to last. 

 Cattle rustling and associated banditry in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone was 

a main threat to livestock sector this month similar to last month. Mutuati, 

Laare, and Kangeta divisions were most affected. Pastures in these divisions 

remained largely inaccessible. 

 Decline of livestock body conditions was noted this month as pastures and 

watering points declined. 

 Average cattle prices declined marginally to Kshs 16,500 this month from Ksh 

16,675 last month. Goat prices appreciated this month to Kshs 5,130 from Kshs 

4,429 last month. 

 Average maize prices increased slightly to Kshs 24 this month from Kshs 23 

last month. Similarly, those of beans increased to Kshs 46 this month from 

Kshs 41 last month.  

 Casual labor and petty trading were the major sources of income this month 

similar to last month. Sale of crops also offered significant incomes to 

households. 

 Percentage of children below the age of five years who are at risk of 

malnutrition increased to 17 per cent this month from 16 per cent last month. 

 

Previous DSG recommendations to KFSM Meeting  

• There is urgent need for support to address malnutrition issues in the district. 

• Introduction of FFA/CFA interventions particularly in the Agro-pastoral and 

Rain-fed LZ 

• Rehabilitation of damaged water pans before the onset of the OND rains 

• Support to livestock branding curb cattle rustling in the Northern Grazing Area 

• Support to peace building and reconciliation with communities bordering the 

Northern Grazing Area to end insecurity. 

• Support to immunization, health education, sensitization, defaulter tracing, 

clinic outreaches, de-worming and vit’A’ supplementation in schools 

• Support to livestock disease surveillance, vaccination, treatment, and de-

worming across all livelihoods 

• Provision of home-based water treatment chemicals. 

• Provision of water bowser for the district as the dry spell approaches 

 

Recommendations to KFSM Meeting 

• There is urgent need for support to address malnutrition issues in the district. 

• Introduction of FFA/CFA interventions particularly in the Agro-pastoral and 

Rain-fed LZ 
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• Rehabilitation of damaged water pans before the onset of the OND rains 

• Provision of two water bowsers for the district 

• Support to livestock disease surveillance, vaccination, treatment, and de-

worming across all livelihoods 

• Support to livestock branding curb cattle rustling in the Northern Grazing Area 

• Support to peace building and reconciliation with communities bordering the 

Northern Grazing Area to end insecurity. 

• Support to immunization, health education, sensitization, defaulter tracing, 

clinic outreaches, de-worming and vit’A’ supplementation in schools 

• Provision of home-based water treatment chemicals. 
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1.0 Environmental indicators (stability) 

1.1 Rainfall 

1.1.1 Current Performance 

 The month remained cool and dry across all livelihood zones.  

 This is normal for this time of the year. 

 
Fig: Rainfall estimates for the month 

 

1.2 Condition of natural vegetation and pasture  

 Quality 

 Continued decline in pasture and browse quality was noted this month 

across all livelihood zones similar to the previous month. The rate of 

decline for both this month was however faster than the previous month 

especially in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone as dry conditions 

persisted. 

 Current conditions are not normal for this time of the year and are 

expected to worsen further over the coming two months. 

 Quantity 

 Pasture quantities generally declined in all livelihood zones this month 

compared to last. Significant declines were noted in the grazing areas of 

the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone which were accessible. Those that 

were not accessible due to insecurity and lack of watering facilities 

close by had significant amounts of pastures. 

 Significant declines in browse quantities were noted in all livelihood 

zones. Browsers in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone are mainly relying 

on acacia tree pods. 

 This is not normal for this time of the year. 
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 Distance to Grazing Areas 

 Grazing distances remained high this month similar to last month 

mainly due to declining watering points and pastures. Current distances 

averaged at 12 km similar to the previous month.  

 Insecurity in the Agro-pastoral livelihood also contributed significantly 

to long distances noted in this zone. Mutuati division recorded the 

longest distance exceeding 40 km. Watering of livestock in this division 

is currently after every two days compared to a normal of one day. 

 Distances in other livelihood zones remained relatively fair as most 

grazed around homesteads. 

 Overall distances noted are not normal for this time of the year and are 

expected to increase further next month. 

 

 
 

1.3 Water Sources and Availability  

 Water Sources 

 Although natural rivers were the main source of water to households 

and livestock this month similar to last, the proportion of users declined 

significantly this month. From a sample of 330 households, 40 per cent 

of them relied on this source compared to 44 per cent the previous 

month. This decline resulted from reduced flows due to lack of 

precipitation in the catchment areas and increased abstraction for dry 

season farming upstream. 

 Boreholes on the other hand remained significant sources of water in 

the Agro-pastoral livelihood as river flows were not sufficient. Water 

vendors were also significant sources of water for households in the 

Agro-pastoral livelihood zone. 

 Current situation is not normal and is expected to worsen next month. 
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 Household Access to water 

 Distances to grazing areas remained fairly the same this month similar 

to last. Current distances averaged at 6 km similar to last month. 

 Noted long distances are as a result of declining watering points forcing 

households to rely on sources further away. 

 While current distances are within the normal ranges for the month, the 

increasing trend noted over the last three months is consistent with the 

long term trend and is also indicative of deteriorating water situation in 

the district. 

 Agro-pastoral livelihood zone recorded longest distances with Mutuati 

and Laare division recording return distances of 20 km and 10 km 

respectively. 

 Distances are expected to increase further next month. 

 
 

1.4 Emerging Issues 

 Insecurity 

 Cattle rustling and banditry was reported in the Northern Grazing Area of the 

Agro-pastoral livelihood rendering the areas inaccessible to herders. As such, 

vast areas with significant amounts of pastures remain unutilised.  
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1.5 Implications on food security 

 Declining pastures, insecurity in grazing areas affecting access to pastures in 

addition to increasing watering distances further deteriorated food security 

status than last month 

 

2.0 Rural Indicators (Food availability) 

2.1 Livestock production 

2.1.1 Livestock body condition 

 Declines in livestock body conditions were noted this month due to declining 

pastures, longer grazing and watering distances, and increased watering 

intervals. The decline is more pronounced in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone. 

 While the decline is normal at this time of the year, body conditions are likely 

to further deteriorate sooner than expected as pastures and watering points are 

declining at a much faster rate. 

 

2.1.2 Livestock diseases 

 Suspected cases of FMD and CCPP in livestock and Newcastle disease in 

poultry were reported in all livelihood zones.  

 

2.2 Crop production 

2.2.1 Timeliness and condition of various crop production activities 

 Land preparation was the main activity across all livelihood zones. This is 

normal for this time of the year.  

 The coming OND season is the most reliable season in the district. Farmers are 

however citing lack of seeds, fertilizers, and cash to fund tilling and planting as 

the main reasons that are likely to affect acreage under food crops. Poor 

harvests realized this season have lowered incomes to households.  

 

2.2.2 Crop pests and Diseases 

 There were no crop pests and diseases noted during the month 

 

2.3 Implications on food security 

 Declining livestock body conditions and poor harvests realized the previous 

season have lowered food security situation in the district further this month 

compared to the previous month. 

 

3.0 Access to food 

3.1 Livestock marketing 

3.1.1 Cattle prices 

 Cattle prices displayed no significant changes this month.  Prices during the 

month averaged at Kshs 16,500 compared to Kshs 16,675 last month. 

 A slight increase in supply to the markets as a result of declining body 

conditions and demand for food following poor harvests could have 

contributed to the current prices. In addition, demand for cash to fund land 

preparation and purchase of seeds could 

 Highest prices were noted in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone with Malaene 

sample site recording highest prices of Kshs 25,000.  

 Prices are expected to remain low over the next two months until the onset of 

OND rains 
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3.1.2 Goat prices 

 A marginal increase in average goat prices was noted this month. Current 

prices averaged at Kshs 5,130 compared to Kshs 4,429 the previous month.  

 Current goat sales are driven by desire to buy food stocks to last till next 

harvest, seeds and other farm inputs, and source of cash to facilitate land 

preparation. 

 Sale rates were equally high this month. Highest prices were recorded in the 

Agro-pastoral livelihood zone with Kamweline sample site in Mutuati division 

reporting Kshs 7,000 

 Prices are expected to remain high over the coming months. 

 

 
 

3.2 Milk consumption 

 Consumption of milk declined this month compared to last month. From an 

average of 30 households, consumption averaged at 13 (750ml) bottles 

compared to 19 bottles the previous month.  

 This declined consumption could have resulted from longer distances to 

grazing areas and manyattas in addition to declining body conditions due to 

poor pastures. 

 Consumption is likely to decline further as distances to grazing areas increase 

and pastures decline. 

 Agro-pastoral livelihood zone recorded highest consumption levels with Mea 

sample site reporting an average of 20 bottles. 
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3.3 Crop prices 

3.3.1 Maize prices 

 Marginal increases in maize prices were noted this month from the previous 

month. Current prices averaged at Kshs 24 from Kshs 23 the previous month.  

 Current prices are still below the long term average and indicate possible 

availability of household reserves from OND rains last year despite poor 

performance of the just concluded MAM season. 

 Current prices are however expected to increase next month once planting 

commences.  

 Highest prices were reported at Kamweline sample site in the Agro-pastoral 

livelihood zone at Kshs 28 per kg. 

  

 
 

3.3.2 Beans prices 

 Bean prices increased slightly this month to average at Kshs 46 compared to 

Kshs 41 the previous month. The noted increase could have resulted from 

declining stocks held by households following poor performance in the just 

concluded season. 

 A bumper harvest during the 2012 OND season has greatly swayed current 

prices to below the long term ranges. 

 Sale rates remained low throughout the district. Highest price was reported in 

Kimirii sample site in the Rain-fed cropping zone at Kshs 47. 

 Prices are expected to maintain an upward trend until the next harvest in 

December/January 2014. 
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3.3.3 Pigeon peas 

 Pigeon pea prices remained largely unchanged this month from those recorded 

last month. Prices during the month averaged at Kshs 39 similar to last month. 

Noted prices are below the normal ranges and could have been as a result of the 

above normal harvests realised this season. 

 Sale rates however remained low as sales were only reported in the Rain-fed 

livelihood zone. Highest prices were in Kabuitu sample site at Kshs 50. 

 Prices are expected to remain low over the coming months following the 

harvests. 

 

 
 

3.4 Income 

 Crop incomes 

 Incomes from crop sales remained low this month similar to last month. 

Only 20 per cent of 330 households sampled this month relied on 

incomes from crop sales similar to last month. This decline could have 

resulted from poor harvests realised in the just concluded season. 

 Incomes from crop sales are likely to decline further over the coming 

months until the next harvest in January/February 2014. 

 Reliance on crops sales 

 

 Livestock Incomes 

 Similar to the previous month, livestock sales still remained low. Only 

3 per cent of 330 interviewed households relied on this source this 

month similar to last month. 

 This is a normal situation this time of the year and is likely to prevail 

over the coming months. 

 

 Other incomes 

 Similar to the previous month, casual labour, sale of charcoal, and petty 

trading were the most significant sources to majority of households.  

 Petty trade that mainly revolved around khat (miraa) also offered 

significant incomes to households. 
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3.5 Implications on food security 

 Despite declining livestock prices, food prices still remained relatively high 

affecting food security situation. 

 

4.0 Welfare indicators (Utilisation of food) 

4.1 Nutrition status 

 17 per cent of children sampled this month were at risk of malnutrition 

compared to 16 per cent the previous month. This is indicative of deteriorating 

levels of nutrition among children under five years possibly due to 

deteriorating diet diversification; poor childcare practises as mother are 

currently engaged in land preparation, and poor hygiene and resultant hygiene 

related diseases. 

 Agro-pastoral livelihood recorded highest figures with Mutuati, Kangeta, and 

Muthara divisions recording 42 per cent, 42 per cent, and 23 per cent 

respectively. 

 
 

4.2 Human Health 

 Suspected measles cases were noted in Igembe South district. 4 confirmed 

cases of MDR Tuberculosis have been noted in Maua town (Igembe South) 
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4.3 Flagged areas 

 Mutuati, Muthara, and Kangeta divisions require close monitoring due to the 

possible high levels of malnutrition reported 

 The identified cases of MDR TB in Maua Town require close monitoring. 

 

5.0 Current interventions 

5.1 Non-food interventions 

 There was no non-food aid interventions noted this month. 

 

5.2 Food aid interventions 

 No food aid interventions were reported during the month 

 

6.0 DCU recommendations to DSG 

 There is need to address malnutrition in the Agro-pastoral livelihood by all 

stakeholders 

 Livestock and human disease surveillance. 

 Peace and conflict resolution initiatives in the Northern Grazing Area and those 

bordering Isiolo district 

 Soil conservation efforts by Ministry of Agriculture and Kenya Forestry 

Service 

 Sensitization on best land preparation methods and best seeds and fertilizers by 

Department of Agriculture. 

 


