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      Date: 10 August 2022 

 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

• Dhulikhel Hospital of Kavre on Tuesday, has started telemedicine services targeting patients in remote areas of the 

district; 40 people have been benefited so far. 

• Government to amend the Nursing Education Act, decided to change the provisions requiring a 100-bed hospital for 

teaching Nursing program. 

• An additional allowance of 150% of the monthly salary to be provided to the specialist doctors of Shahid Gangalal 

National Heart Disease Center for 2 years. 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

• COVID-19 cases in Nepal are increasing with 1090 new cases. There are 5,806 active cases at present and 438 have 
recovered in last 24 hours. 
 

• More than 75% people dying with COVID-19 infection in Nepal were not vaccinated. 
 

• Maiya Khola Secondary School at Taplejung will be closed for 10 days from Wednesday due to COVID-19 infection. 
 

 
1This intelligence is tracked through manual monitoring of national print and online media through a representative sample selection. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal on 9th August reported 1090 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally 

to 1,136,762. The country has reported 2 COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours. According to the Ministry of Health 

and Population (MoHP), among 2,958 PCR and 3,342 antigen tests, 650 and 530 tests have tested positive to COVID-19 

respectively. Currently, there are 5,806 active cases and 438 have recovered in last 24 hours with 5,593 in home isolation, 

213 in institutional isolation, with 61 in ICU and 7 under ventilator for treatment.1,2,3,4,8 

Nepal’s COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 98.2%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.2%.4 

The article is about the origin, history, and severeness of the monkeypox virus. Monkeypox is a zoonotic disease with 
symptoms similar to smallpox. According to the World Health Organization, monkeypox is less contagious than smallpox and 
causes relatively less severe symptoms. Monkeypox was discovered in 1958 when two outbreaks of a pox-like disease 
occurred in monkeys kept for research. Hence the name, 'monkeypox'. Since then, the virus has been infected in the 
different parts of Africa and the United States as well. As of May 2022, monkeypox infections have been identified in many 
non-endemic countries and Nepal is also at risk due to the global movement of humans, non-human animals, and plants.1 

(WHO mentioned) 
 

5 people in Doti have been confirmed to have COVID-19 infection on Monday, after 5 months. Health Office Doti has 
informed that some of the infected people came from India a month ago and were not fully vaccinated against COVID-19.1 
 

According to doctors, the risk of lung cancer due to smoking and alcohol consumption is higher than in other cases such as 
genetic factors, air pollution, weak immunity and other chronic diseases. Dr. Naveen Mishra, a Chest Specialist, suggested 
getting a health check-up immediately after the symptoms of lung cancer like cough, phlegm, and breathing difficulties 
appears.1 
 

Dhulikhel Hospital of Kavre, has started telemedicine services targeting patients in remote areas of the district. The hospital 
has provided its first telemedicine service at a health center of Temal Rural Municipality on Tuesday. Specialist doctors from 
Dermatology and Ophthalmology Department of the Hospital have provided health examination and consultation services to 
the patients through telemedicine and about 40 patients were benefited. 2 
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A study conducted by the Faculty of Medicine of the Chinese University of Hong Kong has shown that the combined use of 
two treatments can increase the life expectancy of patients with serious and rare types of liver cancer. According to 
researchers, for people with bile duct cancer, using chemotherapy rather than surgery can increase the patient's life by up to 
a year. Giving certain internal radiotherapy in addition to chemotherapy can extend a patient's life by about 20 months. 
According to the professor, Yu Chun-ho, the treatment is expensive and has been started to treat the patients.2 
 

Kohalpur Municipality has sent back 17 health workers back to the Ministry of Health and Population as they have more 
employees than the approved number of posts. According to the hospital, they cannot provide salaries to the extra 
employees.3 
 

Appendicitis surgery was successfully performed at Lamahi Hospital, Dang, for the first time by a team of doctors including 
MDGP Dr. Mahesh Silwal, Anesthesiologist Sanjay Sharma, Sajina Shrestha and others. Earlier, people used to travel to 
Ghorahi, Butwal, and Nepalgunj for the surgery.3 
 

Far West Province on Tuesday have decided to upgrade Seti Provincial Hospital in Dhangadi, Kailali from 125 beds to 200 
beds. Tek Raj Pande, the Secretary of Social Development Minister Govinda Raj Bohara, informed that the decision was 
made as the current capacity of the hospital was insufficient.3,6 
 

The Ministry of Health and Population has informed that more than 75% people dying with COVID-19 infection in Nepal were 
not vaccinated. Since the unvaccinated people are at high risk, the Ministry of Health and Population has appealed the 
citizens to get the first, second and booster doses of the corona vaccine as needed, at the nearest health institutions. 
According to the Ministry, unvaccinated people are 10 times more likely to develop serious symptoms or even die, as 
compared to those who are vaccinated. 3 
 

According to a survey conducted in 2019, 40% of the women in Karnali province breastfeed their babies within an hour of 
childbirth, 68% breastfeed up to 6 months, and 89% breastfeed up to 2 years, which is higher than the rate of breastfeeding 
mother in Bagmati and Gandaki province. Kabita Khatri, Community Nursing Officer at the Public Health Department of the 
Ministry of Social Development, said that breastfeeding within an hour of birth reduces infant mortality rate by 33%. 4 
 

Government has started the process of amending the Nursing Education Act. The Council of Ministers meeting last week 
decided to change the provisions requiring a 100-bed hospital for teaching Nursing program. Education Minister, Devendra 
Poudel, confirmed that after the amendment, admissions will be called for nursing colleges that do not have 100 beds. 
According to Dr. Govind KC, a campaigner for medical education reform, government is risking the health of common people 
by amending the law without the advice of experts and the recommendation of the Medical Education Commission.5 
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The Board of Directors led by Health Minister Bhawani Prasad Khapung have decided to provide an additional allowance of 
150% of the monthly salary to the specialist doctors of Shahid Gangalal National Heart Disease Center for 2 years. 
According to the hospital officials, the decision was made without consulting the financial administration branch of the 
hospital and it will cost an additional financial burden to the hospital of more than one crore rupees per month.5 
 

Maiya Khola Secondary School at Maiya Khola Village, Taplejung will be closed for 10 days from Wednesday as a student 
was identified with COVID-19 infection. Other student also had symptoms like cold and fever.6 
 

Health insurance program under the Social Security Fund of the government is to be taken under private insurance 
companies, the risk of citizens being deprived of access to health care has increased. According to Dr Rabindra Ghimire, 
health insurance will fail, if the government runs it through private companies. Executive Director of the Health Insurance 
Board Dr. Damodar Basaula, said that about 5 billion rupees of hospitals have yet to be paid since last Chaitra. According to 
Ashok Khadka, General Secretary of Nepal Insurance Association and Chief Executive Officer of Neco Insurance, 
companies can only run the program after the board clears the remaining amount to be paid to the hospitals.6 
 

The Medical Education Commission has made the National Identity Card mandatory for participating in the upcoming 
entrance examination in Poush, to prevent participation of fake students in the medical entrance examination. According to 
the vice-chairman of the Commission, Mr. Krishna Giri, as the National Identity Card includes the details of 3 generation of a 
person, the entry of fake students into medical education will be stopped.8  
 

MENTIONS OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND POPULATION 

Nepal on 9th August reported 1090 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally 

to 1,136,762. The country has reported 2 COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours. According to the Ministry of Health 

and Population (MoHP), among 2,958 PCR and 3,342 antigen tests, 650 and 530 tests have tested positive to COVID-19 

respectively. Currently, there are 5,806 active cases and 438 have recovered in last 24 hours with 5,593 in home isolation, 

213 in institutional isolation, with 61 in ICU and 7 under ventilator for treatment.1,2,3,4,8 

Nepal’s COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 98.2%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.2%.4 
 

Kohalpur Municipality has sent back 17 health workers back to the Ministry of Health and Population as they have more 
employees than the approved number of posts. According to the hospital, they cannot provide salaries to the extra 
employees.3 
 



 

6 

The Ministry of Health and Population has informed that more than 75% people dying with COVID-19 infection in Nepal were 
not vaccinated. Since the unvaccinated people are at high risk, the Ministry of Health and Population has appealed the 
citizens to get the first, second and booster doses of the corona vaccine as needed, at the nearest health institutions. 
According to the Ministry, unvaccinated people are 10 times more likely to develop serious symptoms or even die, as 
compared to those who are vaccinated. 3 
 

The Board of Directors led by Health Minister Bhawani Prasad Khapung have decided to provide an additional allowance of 
150% of the monthly salary to the specialist doctors of Shahid Gangalal National Heart Disease Center for 2 years. 
According to the hospital officials, the decision was made without consulting the financial administration branch of the 
hospital and it will cost an additional financial burden to the hospital of more than one crore rupees per month.5 
 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

The famous Potala Palace, which is the traditional home of Tibetan Buddhist masters, has been closed since Tuesday after 
the detection of COVID-19 in the area. Following on the ‘Zero COVID Policy’, Chinese authorities have taken special 
precautions to prevent the spread of the infection by imposing rules such as lockdown, regular testing, quarantine and travel 
restrictions in COVID-19 affected places.2 
 

 

 1Onlinekhabar 
2 Nepalkhabar 
3 Swasthyakhabar 
4The Himalayan Times 
5 Kantipur 
6 Nayapatrika 
7Annapurna Post 
8Nagarik 
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Contact for further details 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 

NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 

World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the United States Department 

of State. 

 

Reference Code: 10AUGMM_029 
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