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KEY FIGURES

828K
PEOPLE AFFECTED FOLLOWING 
BACK-TO-BACK IMPACTS OF 
EARTHQUAKE AND TD GRACE

650K
PEOPLE IN NEED OF 
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE

130K+
HOMES DAMAGED OR 
DESTROYED

Sources:
• Government of Haiti
• OCHA Haiti

HAITI: EARTHQUAKE

Haiti continues to deal with the back-
to-back impacts of a powerful 7.2 
earthquake and tropical depression 
Grace that affected southern Haiti on 14 
and 17 August, respectively. Together 
with existing chronic food insecurity 
and recent socio-political turmoil and 
forced displacement, humanitarian needs 
are climbing as national authorities and 
humanitarian partners work to reach 
affected populations. Per the UN System 
in Haiti, some 650,000 people require 
emergency assistance in the badly 
affected Grand’Anse, Nippes and Sud 
departments.

As of 21 August, the death toll has risen 
past 2,200 people, with another 12,200 
injured and more than 340 people 
missing. Health systems in the three 
departments are becoming increasingly 
strained, more so with health sector 
assessments indicating 32 damaged 
health facilities, including 12 with critical 
damage, and 4 destroyed facilities.

With more than 130,000 homes either 
damaged or destroyed, thousands of 
now-homeless families are in dire 
need of access to shelter, safe water 
and sanitation, food and protection. 
Conditions on the ground after Grace’s 
passage are preventing a full assessment 
of shelters and other buildings that 
could accommodate displaced people, 
forcing many to set up makeshift 
accommodations in public spaces.

More than 119,000 people are 
estimated to be in urgent need of 
access to safe water. Agriculture and 
related livelihoods in affected areas 
have suffered a significant impact, 
posing a threat to food security in a 
country where nearly 40 per cent of the 
population, or some 4.4 million people, 
are already acutely food-insecure. Initial 

assessments in Sud cite that 94 of the 
department’s 255 schools have either 
been destroyed or partially damaged 
ahead of the September start of the 
school year. Between the scale of the 
destruction to education facilities and 
ongoing displacement, children and 
adolescents, many of whom have already 
been out of school for months at a time 
in the past two years, may not be able to 
continue their education or access school 
feeding and health services.

Beyond leading to immediate 
humanitarian needs, these disasters are 
greatly elevating risks with the peak 
of the 2021 hurricane season on the 
horizon. Growing tent settlements and 
makeshift hospitals require durable 
shelter and rehabilitation solutions to 
mitigate vulnerability in a part of Haiti 
that is frequently subject to the impacts 
of tropical cyclones.

Haiti is receiving aid from various 
members of the international 
community, many of whom are on the 
ground and in the capital of Port-au-
Prince tackling the access challenges 
posed by security concerns and damage 
to roads that have slowed delivery 
of assistance to affected areas. The 
Directorate General of Civil Protection 
(DGPC) indicates the Government 
is working to scale up humanitarian 
convoys by land through the 
humanitarian corridor brokered by the 
Government and humanitarian partners. 
Efforts to scale up access come amid 
rising tensions, with reports of people 
surrounding the Les Cayes airport 
just as an aid flight unloaded supplies, 
communities blocking convoys and 
criminal violence affecting aid deliveries 
and personnel.
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KEY FIGURES

Cases, deaths & vaccines administered (22 Aug)

Cases +1.4% from 15 Aug

+1.1% from 15 AugDeaths
Vaccines

42,983,525

1,425,054
457,925,417 +6.9% from 15 Aug

Please scan QR code 
to access OCHA/HDX 
COVID-19 Data Explorer

Sources:
• COVID-19 Data Explorer - https://bit.ly/3vsHRP9 
• Government of Mexico
• Government of Jamaica

LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN: COVID-19

MEXICO
The Ministry of Health indicates they 
expect a declining trend in COVID-19 
infections by the end of August, citing 
data from half of Mexico’s 32 states 
that show a decline in the speed of 
transmission, which itself is contributing 
to a third consecutive week of declining 
cases. The Ministry indicates that 
vaccinations are playing an important 
role in bringing this third wave of 
infections down.

Mexico has administered enough doses 
to reach at least 61 per cent of the 
adult population with doses, averaging 
750,000 doses a day. The growth in 
cases, which saw Mexico reach a record-
high 24,900 new cases on 13 August, 
owes in part to increased COVID-19 
testing, which the Ministry says they 
have tripled in recent weeks.

JAMAICA
Jamaica is set to receive its first shipment 
of 200,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine, 
with authorities prioritizing access 
for children and adolescents. This 
shipment represents the first tranche of 
approximately 600,000 doses.

The Government's focus will be on 
those 15 years and older with parental 
consent and children 12 and older with 
comorbidities. Authorities indicated 
that the administration of the vaccine 
to children is part of the Government’s 
efforts to reopen schools for on-site 
learning for the new academic year.
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REGIONAL: CLIMATE RISK

A new report from the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
warns that Central America and the 
Caribbean suffered one of its three 
warmest years on record in 2020, while 
South America experienced its second 
warmest year ever, stoking even more 
concern over the impact of climate 
change and extreme weather on health, 
food, water and energy security in the 
region.

The report cites hurricanes Eta and 
Iota in Central America and the 
intense drought and unusual wildfire 
season in Brazil, Bolivia, Paraguay and 
Argentina as relevant impacts related to 
increasingly extreme climate. WMO is 
especially concerned with the effects of 
widespread drought on food security, 
particularly in the water-stressed 

Caribbean, growing forest loss due to 
wildfires that has led to Latin America 
and the Caribbean accounting for more 
than 90 per cent of global forest loss, 
increasingly intense tropical cyclones, 
sea level rise that is directly threatening 
the 27 per cent of the region’s population 
that live in coastal areas and rapidly 
melting glaciers in the Andes that is 
decreasing freshwater sources, among 
other scenarios.
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