
 

 

KENYA: ELECTORAL VIOLENCE 28 May 2008
The Kenya Red Cross Society’s mission is to build capacity and respond with vigor, compassion and empathy to 
those affected by disaster and at risk, in the most effective and efficient manner. It works closely with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries. 
This Operations Update (No. 57/2008) reflects the information available at this time.  
 
• On 4th January 2008, the Kenya Red Cross Society issued a Preliminary Appeal No. 1/2008 for Ksh 

957,127,906 (US$ 15.4 million) (1US$=Ksh 62) to assist 500,000 beneficiaries for one (1) month.  
• On 25th February 2008, the Kenya Red Cross Society issued a Revised Appeal No. 2/2008 for Ksh 

1,532,556,939 (US$ 21,893,671 million) (1US$=Ksh 70) to assist 300,000 beneficiaries for 
eighteen (18) month.  

• On 21st April 2008, the Kenya Red Cross Society issued a 2nd Revised Appeal No. 3/2008 for Ksh 
1,610,019,273 (US$ 25,555,861) to assist 300,000 beneficiaries for eighteen (18) months. Visit 
http://www.kenyaredcross.org for all the information on the above appeal narratives and budgets.  

 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

 Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Dr. James Kisia, Deputy Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
kisia.james@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Mr. Anthony Mwangi, Public Relations Manager, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
info@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 
All Kenya Red Cross Society assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the 
most vulnerable. For support to or for further information concerning the Kenya Red Cross Society 
programmes or operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please access the Kenya Red 
Cross Society Website at http://www.kenyaredcross.org or the Federation’s Website at 
http://www.ifrc.org 
 
Operational Summary 
The resettlement of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) to their homes and farms continued smoothly
countrywide, with significant reduction of numbers in camps. The Minister for Internal Security ordered 
all persons occupying houses that belonged to IDPs to vacate them. Meanwhile, the media reported that 
police have started investigations into the post-election violence cases in Rift Valley Province. Updating 
of IDP registers is underway in most camps and transitional centres. In Nyanza Region, a number of IDPs 
were expected to leave various camps during the week. There were reports in the media of some who 
returned to Ekerenyo camp, refusing to board trucks that had been dispatched to ferry them home. More 
trucks and vehicles are needed to strengthen the monitoring of resettlement exercise.  
 
Situation 
 
North Rift 
Pupils at Nyakio and Timboroa primary schools in the North Rift Region face difficulties in accessing 
schools after they were resettled. In Burnt Forest, the transitional centres lack schools and educational 
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facilities, while in Turbo the school attendance was recorded as follows: 53 pupils in ECD classes and 
399 in primary school.  
 
Some IDPs in Eldoret Showground are still apprehensive of their security after some were turned back 
from their homes. Kenya Red Cross personnel and the area DO conducted outreach activities to IDPs 
who have already resettled in Endebess. The community was made to understand that food will only be 
given to the affected people. The DO promised to provide security during distribution of food. WFP, 
UNHCR and the local administration continue to assist in the exercise. In Turbo, peace building 
meetings between the Provincial Administration and host community are ongoing.  
 
South Rift 
At least 74 families de-registered in the Nakuru Showground and left for their farms in Kipkelion 
Division, Kunyak Division, Girimori Location and Urafiki Farm. However, most did not take their 
families with them. Joint registration is ongoing with the assistance of IOM so as to facilitate voluntary 
resettlement in Naivasha camps. The Kunyak Camp Committee held a meeting with Kipkelion DC 
together with various leaders where it was agreed that peace and security will be maintained in the area 
before resettlement of IDPs begins. Elders from three communities living around Kunyak area have 
planned several meetings to discuss peace, reconciliation and IDPs resettlement.  
 
In addition, there was a session for IDPs on preparation for resettlement and reconciliation in Afraha 
camp. Most IDPs in Afraha go out of the camp to look for jobs and report back in the evenings, while in 
Nakuru Showground there are small-scale markets and food kiosks run by IDPs. Designated areas for 
small-business enterprises are utilized well in Naivasha camps; and business is booming especially in the 
evenings in Kedong camp. In the Stadium camp business operations are done during the day.  
 
Nyanza/Western Region  
The IDP numbers in most camps in Nyanza Region have not changed, except for Ekerenyo camp where 
the resettlement programme was launched. At least 135 IDPs from the camp were flagged off in three 
lorries, as they returned to their homes in Kipkelion District. A similar exercise was to take place in Koru 
Police Station camp. In Busia IDP camp, compilation of a list of IDPs who are willing to return to their 
respective homes is in progress, but majority of them are not willing to move out of the camp as yet. 
Camp Committee members from Central and Kondele Police Station camps in Kisumu were waiting for 
communication from the area Provincial Administrators on the planned resettlement of IDPs.  
 
Nairobi 
In Mathare Chief’s camp, there are some IDPs who have been allocated duties around the camp. 
Children under five years the camp are normally taught by Mama na Baba group, while those aged above 
six years attend nearby government schools. Some students are worried about the future of their 
education following the start of resettlement process. Most are not sure if they will be accepted back in 
their former schools. In Nairobi’s Soul Winning Camp, IDPs often engage in activities like selling 
vegetables and washing clothes. Women in Mathare’s Chief’s camp also engage in activities like 
beadwork and knitting. 
 
IDP and Camp Statistics 
Region IDP Camps IDP Population 
North Rift 40 39,873 
South Rift 54 33,620 
Nyanza 13 4,078 
Western 4 5,887 
Central 5 1,073 
Nairobi 7 2,948 
Total 123 87,479 

Data as at 27th May 2008 
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Red Cross Action – objectives and progress 
 
Goal: To provide emergency relief services to 500,000 people to mitigate the impact 
of post-election conflict.  
 
Objective 1: To provide Non-Food items to IDPs as a result of election violence.  
 
Progress 
42 tents have been constructed in Mumias Police Station camp. In Likuyani DO’s camp, tents are worn 
out and require replacement. A kitchen is also needed in the camp since cooking is done outside. Food 
distribution in Turbo camp benefited 4,313 people.  
 
The following non-food items were dispatched by UNICEF to Koru Police Station IDP camp for 
distribution by Kenya Red Cross: 150 jerricans, 4,500 strips of aqua tabs, 450 bar soaps, 30 tarpaulins, 3 
basic family water kits, 15 family relief kits and 150 blankets. In addition, the following food items were 
dispatched to Koru for distribution to the IDPs who were expected to leave the camp: 26.2MT of maize, 
5.25MT of pulses, 1.330MT of vegetable oil, 4.375MT of CSB and 0.35MT of salt. The government 
through the Provincial Administration planned to distribute monthly food rations to IDPs leaving the 
Ekerenyo camp.  
 
At least 150 tarpaulins were distributed in Bishop Muge and 40 more in Muchorwe camp in the North 
Rift Region. Some 2,000 bar soaps were distributed in the same camps by Kenya Red Cross and 
UNHCR. At least 28 tents were repaired in Nakuru’s ASK Showground, while provision of tarpaulins 
for the integrated IDPs leaving Naivasha is ongoing.  
 
Objective 3: Provide Restoration of Family Links  
 
Progress 
One unaccompanied minor from Nyando was taken to Ebenezer Children’s Home by a Tracing volunteer 
to await her relatives to be traced. Another volunteer went to Vihiga to deliver the Red Cross Messages 
(RCMs). Tracing activities were conducted in Burnt Forest and Timboroa on follow-up cases. The 
relocation of IDPs in the North Rift Region has further complicated the Tracing work. One 
unaccompanied minor (UAM) was taken to Nyeri for family re-unification, 11 RCMs collected and one 
Tracing Request (TR) closed successfully. In the Nakuru Showground, TRs were filled, out of which 
three turned positive.  
 
Objective 4: To contribute to reduction in mortality and morbidity/injuries/any 
form of trauma among vulnerable populations affected by post-election related 
violence. 
 
Progress 
The community in Mumias Police Station camp has been fully integrated in hygiene promotion services, 
sanitation maintenance and planning of all activities that run in the camp.  
 
The Emergency Basic Health Care team in Mt. Elgon held a clinic in Sacho Market where 139 patients 
were treated. The disease prevalence was recorded as follows: malaria (38%), RTIs (10%), skin diseases 
(10%), diarrhoea diseases (7%) and pneumonia (4%). Also in Mt. Elgon, basic health care services were 
also conducted in Kang’anga Trading Centre at a community dispensary building, which is now closed. 
Some 152 patients attended the clinic and the diseases prevalence was as follows: malaria (45%), RTIs 
(18%), pneumonia (9%), eye infections (6%) and UTI (5%). At least 21 children were immunized and 
ten women received family planning services.  
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Cases of malaria and pneumonia have been reported in Likuyani camp in Western Kenya attributed to 
lack of mosquito nets and the cold season. The number of people treated in Ekerenyo clinic was 90 and 
the disease prevalence recorded as malaria, URTI, worm infestation, pneumonia, PUD, arthritis and 
asthma. Six children were dewormed. 45 patients were attended to at Afraha Stadium Clinic, among 
them 12 children aged below five years. The diseases recorded were: malaria, URTI and skin diseases. 
Malezi Bora exercise is still ongoing. Huruma Lion’s Clinic in Nairobi provided health care, while the 
social workers offered weekly health education in Mathare’s Chief’s camp.  
 
Nutritional assessment and support was conducted to three children and two nursing mothers who were 
issued with five units of BP-5. Besides, nutritional assessment and support, health education 
emphasizing on the importance of proper feeding of children to avoid malnutrition was administered. 
The nutritional health education targeted the nursing mothers and families with children aged below five 
years in the camp. Wet feeding is done once a day in Afraha Stadium to all children aged below five 
years. In the same camp, Vitamin A Supplementation was given to 11 children, deworming to 57 adults 
and 18 children under five years. One gender based violence (GBV) rape case was reported and attended 
to in Kedong camp, while a 10-year old girl was raped and the culprit arrested. The girl received post-
exposure prophylaxis (PEP) from the Kenya Red Cross Health team.  
 
Psychosocial support was offered to a person in Ekerenyo camp who was counselled on VCT. 
Psychosocial therapy ranging from family planning, HIV status, sanitation, alcoholism and sex education 
was offered to 73, mostly young, clients in Eldoret Showground. Members of Soul Winning Church 
offered psychosocial care to IDPs in the camp. A lady counsellor from NAC has been offering 
psychosocial care counselling in Mathare’s Chief’s camp in Nairobi.  
 
Psychosocial support was also offered to 40 clients, 11 men, 20 women and nine children in Kitale 
Showground. General issues raised were the need to visit VCT centres so as to know ones HIV status. 
Early marriages and school dropout cases, especially among the girls, is high in the region. In Endebess, 
four IDPs from four communities are currently attending a trauma healing training sponsored by PACT-
Kenya and the Coalition of Peace in Africa.  
 
Objective 6: To provide access to sanitation and hygiene promotion facilities for an 
estimated 500,000 IDPs and other post-elections affected individuals.  
 
Progress 
Currently, five toilets, six bathrooms and two compost pits are in use in Mumias camp in Western 
Province. The camp has five water taps, but currently they are dry, hence forcing IDPs to draw water 
from a neighbouring borehole. In Likuyani Church camp in Western Region, jiggers and fleas have 
infested the occupants; and there is need for urgent spraying of the tents. There are no compost pits in the 
camp and excavation is also needed.  
 
The WatSan team continues to support general cleanliness in Busia camps. In Turbo camp, the 
excavation of 12 latrines is in progress. The team’s activities in Afraha Stadium camp included clean-up 
of the compound and latrines, garbage collection and shaving of children’s hair. All sanitary facilities 
were cleaned, refuse collected and water tracking done by Kenya Red Cross and the government in 
Nakuru ASK showground. Routine cleaning of bathrooms, routine health education, hygiene promotion 
and waste collection at the community level is ongoing at Kedong and Naivasha Stadium camps with the 
help of IDPs. Some IDPs refuse to participate in routine clean up sessions of bathrooms and latrines.  
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Objective 7: To strengthen the logistical capacities of Kenya Red Cross Regions and 
Branches to enable them respond to rising emergencies effectively.  
 
Progress 
Two of the three M621 trucks that were used during the resettlement operation in Eldoret have been 
returned to the local Branch. One of the trucks ferried non-food and food items to Koru in Nyanza 
Region. A Rub hall is under construction at the Kenya Red Cross Kisumu premises. In the North Rift, 
trucks with a capacity of 160MT and seven land cruisers are in the operation.  
 
Objective 7c: To enhance security of Kenya Red Cross personnel and property at 
the affected areas.  
 
Progress 
There are two security officers in Afraha camp and six Administration Police in the Nakuru 
Showground. Theft cases were reported in some camps, but were handled expeditiously. Both camps in 
Naivasha are manned by two Administration Police during the day and four at night, with a back up from 
the Army patrols.  
 
Objective 8: To improve awareness on Red Cross principles and Kenya Red Cross 
activities countrywide.  
 
Progress 
The media covered diverse stories on the resettlement of IDPs in various regions, with few cases of 
delays or reluctance among displaced persons to return to their homes. The Kenya Red Cross personnel 
were interviewed by the media and officers also made presentations during various meetings/workshops, 
on the progress in IDP camps. Dissemination sessions are ongoing in all the Regional Offices.  
 
Partnership and Coordination 
 
ICRC Support: Since the beginning of the crisis, ICRC has been working closely with its counterparts 
at the Kenya Red Cross, both at Headquarters and in the field, providing technical assistance and 
expertise, particular in the fields of tracing, water and sanitation, logistics and security. It has provided 
essential household items, tarpaulins and water and sanitation equipment, as well as medical supplies, an 
emergency surgical team and forensics expertise. It has full time staff working with Kenya Red Cross in 
Bungoma, Eldoret, Nakuru and Kisumu, and has deployed 13 trucks and trailers, 17 light vehicles, two 
aircrafts and a helicopter to provide a backbone to the Red Cross logistics operations in Kenya.  


