
      
 

 

  EDITORIAL 
Issue 131 – October 16, 2008   

 
When nations kill their own 

 
At the height of the bloody suppression by the Burma (Myanmar) 
regime of protesting monks last year, the heated question was 
whether the international community should intervene. In 
response, a well-known Chinese professor told an American 
newspaper "China has used tanks to kill people on Tiananmen 
Square. It is Myanmar's sovereign right to kill their own people, 
too."  
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That is about as chilling and abhorrent a statement as it gets for 
many in developed countries. It's an apparent apologia not only 
for Tiananmen and the October crackdown, but the killing fields 
of Cambodia, the genocide in Rwanda, the bloody massacre of 
Srebrenica, and the crimes against humanity continuing in 
Darfur.  

The statement reflects a feeling that seems to ignore the 
developments in international human rights law since 1945 – from 
the Universal Declaration and the Covenants, to the Genocide 
Convention and the Rome Statute establishing the International 
Criminal Court. And it seems to embrace the starkest possible 
interpretation of Westphalian principles; not only that what 
happens within state borders is nobody else's business, but that 
sovereignty is a license to kill.  

For many others, however, the Chinese professor's statement, 
while probably chilling in its directness, and certainly less 
diplomatically expressed than it could have been, captures a 
sentiment that has great resonance in the developing world. It's 
also one that has too often been ignored by enthusiastic human 
rights campaigners arguing for "the right to intervene," by 
coercive military force if necessary, in internal situations.  

While the right of humanitarian intervention might be seen in 
most of the developed world as a noble and effective rallying 
cry, it had the capacity elsewhere to enrage. And it continues to 
do so, not least among those new states emerging from the post 

http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2783
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World War II period, proud of their identity, conscious in many cases of their 
fragility.  

To try to resolve this tension between competing worldviews, the concept of 
"the responsibility to protect," or R2P, was devised as a new rallying cry to 
replace the call for "the right to intervene."  

The core of R2P is that sovereign states should retain the primary responsibility 
to protect their own people from mass atrocities. But if they manifestly fail to 
do so, through either incapacity or ill will, then it becomes the collective 
responsibility of the international community to take appropriate action. 
Sovereignty conveys no immunity when massive human rights violations are 
involved. The emphasis is on prevention and assistance for states in need. 
And any further response necessary stresses using the least coercive and 
intrusive effective means possible. Force might be needed, but only in 
extreme and exceptional cases, and with Security Council approval.  

The R2P concept was proposed by a Canadian-sponsored international 
commission in 2001, and it took only four years – just a blink of an eye in the 
history of ideas – for the principles to be adopted, without dissent, by the UN 
General Assembly.  

But celebration remains premature: It is one thing to have a new norm of 
international behavior up in lights, quite another (as the Chinese professor's 
comment shows) for it to be genuinely universally accepted, and yet another 
thing for it to be effectively applied.  

The international community's immediate response – and by diplomatic 
rather than military means – to the postelection explosion of ethnic violence 
in Kenya at the beginning of this year was an excellent example of the new 
norm. And it provides very stark contrast to the cynicism and indifference that 
greeted the Rwandan genocide in 1994.  

But other cases, like the Burma cyclone and the Russian invasion of Georgia, 
have been either prematurely labeled or mislabeled as R2P ones. And while 
Darfur is properly labeled a case of acute R2P concern, it is one where the 
international response has so far been very ineffective.  

Three big challenges remain for like-minded governments and civil society 
organizations who understand and accept the power of the R2P norm:  

First there is the conceptual one of ensuring that its scope and limits are fully 
understood, so that it is not seen as either too broad to be useful or too 
narrowly militarily focused to be acceptable. Second, there is the institutional 
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one, of ensuring diplomatic, civilian, and military capacity is available to 
respond effectively to new situations.  

And last, there is the political one of ensuring that, when preventive or 
reactive action becomes necessary, the will is there to mobilize that 
capacity.  

If we are never again to have to say "never again," these challenges simply 
have to be met. 

Gareth Evans 
Former Australian Foreign Minister, writing for the CS Monitor 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
    SSaallaaaamm,,    
 NNCCCCII  TTeeaamm  

  
  
  

If a link in the NCCI newsletter is not working anymore, it may be because the article has 
been removed from the open access website. Generally, you can access these articles by 
clicking here.

http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2783
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Iraq Context 
 

JInternationalJ 
 

Turkey's military attacks rebels in 
northern Iraq
Source : Google (CP)
Document: Article 
Date: October 11 , 2008 
Access: Open 
Turkey's military says its warplanes and 
artillery units have bombed and killed a 
large group of Kurdish rebels as they tried 
to infiltrate Turkey from northern Iraq. 
Military spokesman Gen. Metin Gurak says 
the attack took place late Thursday. He 
did not give any specific location or an 
estimate of how many rebels had been 
killed. The offensive, announced Friday, 
was the latest in a series of Turkish attacks 
against Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq after 
the killing of 17 soldiers in a rebel raid a 
week ago. Gurak says the group was 
detected through surveillance and most 
of its members have been killed in the 
attack along the rugged Iraqi border.  
 
Iran bombs cross-border areas in 
Iraq
Source : KT
Document: Article 
Date: October 9 , 2008 
Access: Open 
Iran has bombed Kurdish rebel positions in 
villages along the Iraq-Iran border on 
Thursday, a senior Iraqi official has said. 
"Heavy shelling began at midnight and 
continued for an hour," the director of 
Sulaymanyah Zarawa district, Ezad Wasso, 
told the Voices of Iraq (VOI) news agency. 
The bombing targeted the areas of Razka, 
Mardo, Shanawa, and Arka, some 15 
kilometres from the Iraq-Iran border, Wasso 
explained, adding that no casualties were 
reported. The Iranian attack was targeting 
the Party of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK). 
PJAK is a militant Kurdish group based in 
northern Iraq. The group has been 
attacking the Kurdish province of Iran and 
other Kurdish areas. 
 

Western Journalists in Iraq Stage 
Pullback of Their Own
Source: WP
Document:  Article  
Date: October 11, 2008 
Access: Open 
The number of foreign journalists in 
Baghdad is declining sharply, a media 
withdrawal that reflects Iraq's growing 
stability and the financial strains faced by 
some news organizations. In a stark 
indication of the changing media focus 
here, the number of journalists traveling 
with American forces in Iraq has 
plummeted in the past year. U.S. military 
officials say they "embedded" journalists 
219 times in September 2007. Last month, 
the number shrank to 39. Of the dozen U.S. 
newspapers and newspaper chains that 
maintained full-time bureaus in Baghdad 
in the early years of the war, only four are 
still permanently staffed by foreign 
correspondents. CBS and NBC no longer 
keep a correspondent in Baghdad year-
round. 
 
Time to go home, Nouri al-Maliki 
tells Britain
Source: The Times
Document: Article 
Date: October 13, 2008 
Access: Open 
British combat forces are no longer 
needed to maintain security in southern 
Iraq and should leave the country, Nouri 
al-Maliki, the Iraqi Prime Minister, has 
told The Times. In an exclusive interview in 
Baghdad, Mr al-Maliki also criticised a 
secret deal made last year by Britain with 
the al-Mahdi Army, Iraq’s largest Shia 
militia. He said that Basra had been left at 
the mercy of militiamen who “cut the 
throats of women and children” after the 
British withdrawal from the city. The Iraqi 
leader emphasised, however, that the 
“page had been turned” and he looked 
forward to a friendly, productive 
relationship with London.  

http://canadianpress.google.com/article/ALeqM5iZg2g454Py5-mJsDuT68Or6-0h5g
http://canadianpress.google.com/article/ALeqM5iZg2g454Py5-mJsDuT68Or6-0h5g
http://canadianpress.google.com/
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/darticlen.asp?xfile=data/middleeast/2008/October/middleeast_October134.xml&section=middleeast&col=
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/darticlen.asp?xfile=data/middleeast/2008/October/middleeast_October134.xml&section=middleeast&col=
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/10/AR2008101002934.html?wpisrc=newsletter
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/10/AR2008101002934.html?wpisrc=newsletter
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/iraq/article4932209.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/iraq/article4932209.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/
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U.S., Iraq Near Pact on Troop 
Presence
Source : WSJ
Document: Article 
Date: Octobr 13, 2008 
Access: Open 
The U.S. and Iraq are close to agreeing on 
a final draft of a security agreement that 
includes a compromise on legal 
jurisdiction over American soldiers, people 
familiar with the talks said Sunday. The 
issue of whether American soldiers would 
have immunity from criminal prosecution 
while in the country has been one of the 
biggest obstacles to sealing the deal, 
designed to set out the terms of a future 
U.S. military presence in Iraq. Negotiations 
have sped up recently as both sides 
moved toward compromise on the 
immunity issue. Talks also moved forward 
because of a new sense of urgency from 
Iraqi officials, worried about any 
uncertainty about U.S. troops in the 
country after a United Nations mandate 
expires at the end of the year. 
 
Iran Interfering in U.S.-Iraq Security 
Pact, General Says
Source : WP
Document: Article 
Date: October 13 , 2008 
Access: Open 
The commander of U.S. forces in Iraq said 
Sunday that American intelligence reports 
suggest Iran has attempted to bribe Iraqi 
lawmakers in an effort to derail a bilateral 
agreement that would allow U.S. troops to 
remain in Iraq after the end of this year. 
Gen. Ray Odierno said in an interview that 
Iran, a Shiite Islamic nation eyed warily by 
the United States and Sunni Arab 
countries, is working publicly and covertly 
to undermine the status-of-forces 
agreement as officials from Iraq and the 
United States report nearing a deal that 
must be ratified by Iraq's parliament. 
"Clearly, this is one they're having a full 
court press on to try to ensure there's never 
any bilateral agreement between the 
United States and Iraq," Odierno said.  
 
 
 

The Health of the "Sick Man"
Source: Al Hayat
Document: Article 
Date: October 9, 2008 
Access: Open 
Who must the Iraqis believe? Speaker 
Mahmoud al-Mashhadani who 
announced in Tehran that the 
negotiations over the security treaty 
between Baghdad and Washington are 
over? Or Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari 
who expressed optimism over an imminent 
agreement, while his guest, Deputy 
Secretary of State, John Negroponte, 
opted for secrecy with the negotiations still 
underway? Do the Iranians feel assured to 
guarantees that al-Mashhadani may have 
brought with him to end the last chapter 
of the negotiations over an agreement 
that will extend the American stay in Iraq 
for at least another three years, an 
agreement that, in explicit Iranian terms, 
will legitimize the "occupation" of this 
country? More meaningful than al-
Mashhadani's visit to Tehran and one-day 
delayed landing at the Iranian capital is 
his acknowledgement of the need to 
know the opinion of the Iranian brothers 
before taking the decision. 
 

Turkey to reach out to Barzani for 
joint operation against PKK
Source: TDN
Document:  Article  
Date: October 11, 2008 
Access: Open 
The Turkish government will seek to 
improve its dialogue with the Kurds in N. 
Iraq despite the fact that Massoud Barzani 
has become the target of criticism in the 
wake of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers' 
Party attack on the Aktütün border post 
leaving 17 soldiers dead. The military's 
statements that the attacks were staged 
from N. Iraq with heavy weaponry, and its 
emphasis that Turkey is not getting 
sufficient cooperation from the northern 
Iraqi Kurds, had suggested the 
involvement of the peshmerga raising, 
even further, the already existing anger in 
the Turkish public towards the Iraqi Kurdish 
leadership. 
 

http://reno.wsj.com/article/SB122381064900326483.html
http://reno.wsj.com/article/SB122381064900326483.html
http://reno.wsj.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/12/AR2008101201871.html?hpid=artslot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/12/AR2008101201871.html?hpid=artslot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://english.daralhayat.com/opinion/OPED/10-2008/Article-20081009-e20678b8-c0a8-10ed-00aa-b9bdc53e3b55/story.html
http://english.daralhayat.com/
http://www.turkishdailynews.com.tr/article.php?enewsid=117272
http://www.turkishdailynews.com.tr/article.php?enewsid=117272
http://www.turkishdailynews.com.tr/
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Lacking an Accord On Troops, U.S. 
and Iraq Seek a Plan B
Source: WP
Document:  Article  
Date: October 14, 2008 
Access: Open 
With time running out for the conclusion of 
an agreement governing American forces 
in Iraq, nervous negotiators have begun 
examining alternatives that would allow 
U.S. troops to stay beyond the Dec. 31 
deadline, according to U.S. and Iraqi 
officials. Neither side finds the options 
attractive. One possibility is an extension of 
the United Nations mandate that expires 
at the end of the year. That would require 
a Security Council vote that both 
governments believe could be 
complicated by Russia or others opposed 
to the U.S.-led war. Another alternative 
would amount to a simple handshake 
agreement between Iraqi Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki and President Bush to leave 
things as they are until a new deal, under 
a new U.S. administration, can be 
negotiated.  
 
Syria sends first ambassador to Iraq 
in decades
Source: Reuters
Document:  Article  
Date: October 13, 2008 
Access: Open 
Foreign Minister Hoshiyar Zebari received 
newly appointed Syrian Ambassador 
Nawaf Aboud al-Sheikh Faris Monday 
afternoon, the Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement. Zebari "welcomed ambassador 
Faris and confirmed Iraq's desire to 
develop and enhance bilateral relations, 
and to move to a new stage of 
cooperation," the statement said. Syria 
opened an embassy in Baghdad last year, 
but the arrival of its envoy marks a 
significant step for the two nations, which 
have had strained ties since rival factions 
of the Ba'ath party took power in both 
countries in the 1960s Shi'ite-led Iraq has for 
years urged its Arab neighbours, mostly 
governed by Sunnis, to re-establish full 
diplomatic ties. Syria's President Bashar al-
Assad comes from the minority Alawite 
sect. 

Iraq troop agreement ‘critical’
Source: BBC
Document:  Article  
Date: October 14, 2008 
Access: Open 
Securing an agreement within the next 
few weeks to let British troops continue in 
Iraq is "critical", a Foreign Office minister 
has said. Bill Rammell said it was important 
to show the troops were there through the 
wishes of Iraq rather than the UN. But the 
UK will have to renew a UN mandate on its 
military presence unless an agreement 
can be reached with Iraq. Iraqi Prime 
Minister Nouri al-Maliki said on Monday 
that UK troops were no longer needed to 
maintain security. There are fears the 
mandate, which runs out at the end of the 
year, could be opposed at the UN Security 
Council by countries who were against the 
war in Iraq.  
 

Diplomacy option for the northern 
Iraq issue
Source: TDN
Document:  Article  
Date: October 15, 2008 
Access: Open 
In the aftermath of the outlawed Kurdistan 
Workers' Party, or PKK, attacks on the 
Aktütün military guard post last week, 
various groups harped on two different 
options in order to prevent terrorist attacks 
from northern Iraq. The military option is 
one of them, offering to end the PKK in 
northern Iraq through large-scale military 
operations and if necessary to punish 
cohorts of terrorists or make them change 
their attitude. The diplomatic solution is the 
second option, suggesting for the use of all 
diplomatic channels and especially asking 
the United States, the Iraqi government 
and the Northern Iraq regional 
administration, or NIRA, to provide support 
that Turkey needs in this war. 
 

Moldova to pull troops out of Iraq 
early
Source: Yahoo (AFP)
Document:  Article  
Date: October 15, 2008 
Access: Open 
Moldova is to withdraw its small contingent 
of soldiers in Iraq ahead of schedule in 
December, its army said Wednesday. The 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/13/AR2008101302846.html?nav=rss_world/mideast
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/13/AR2008101302846.html?nav=rss_world/mideast
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://uk.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUKTRE49C5FW20081013
http://uk.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUKTRE49C5FW20081013
http://uk.reuters.com/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/7669144.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.turkishdailynews.com.tr/article.php?enewsid=117538
http://www.turkishdailynews.com.tr/article.php?enewsid=117538
http://www.turkishdailynews.com.tr/
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20081015/wl_mideast_afp/moldovairaqmilitary_081015120415
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20081015/wl_mideast_afp/moldovairaqmilitary_081015120415
http://news.yahoo.com/
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decision to pull the troops out three 
months early reflected Iraq's "stability... 
and the transfer of de-mining operations 
to (Iraqi) armed forces," General Ion 
Coropcean told AFP. Moldova has had a 
contingent of 20 personnel to remove land 
mines left over in Iraq since the US-led 
invasion of the Middle Eastern country in 
March 2003. 
 

Iraq Crisis Report (IraqHAR)
Source: Centre of Excellence on Disaster 
Management and Humanitarian Assistance
Document: Weekly report 
Date: October 15, 2008 
Access: Open 
On Thursday (October-9), a member of 
parliament from anti-American cleric 
Moqtada al-Sadrâ€™s bloc was killed by a 
roadside bomb in Baghdad. According to 
several members of Iraqâ€™s parliament 
and a Health Ministry official, Saleh al-
Ugaili died in a Baghdad hospital from his 
wounds suffered by a blast that struck his 
car in the Habibiya district of eastern 
Baghdad. Some fear that the attack may 
trigger a wave of assassinations before 
provincial elections. Iraqâ€™s Prime 
Minister Nouri al-Maliki ordered an 
investigation and vowed to find the 
perpetrators of the bomb attack. On 
Saturday (October-11), Iraqiâ€™s 
parliament suspended proceedings for 
one day in mourning for al-Ugaili. The BBC 
reported that the last MPs killed in Iraq 

were among a group of eight people who 
were killed when a suicide bomber 
attacked the cafeteria at the Iraqi 
parliament in April 2007. (Reuters, October-
11) In its latest move to strengthen 
diplomatic ties with Iraq, Syria has sent its 
first ambassador to Baghdad, the Iraqi 
government reported. Iraqâ€™s Foreign 
Minister Hoshiyar Zebari received newly 
appointed Syrian Ambassador Nawaf 
Aboud al-Sheikh Faris on Monday 
afternoon (October-13) and 
â€œconfirmed Iraqâ€™s desire to 
develop and enhance bilateral relations 
and to move to a new stage of 
cooperation,â€  a Foreign Ministry 
statement said.  

�

 
Juan Cole’s informed comment’s 
excerpt
Source: Informed Comment – Juan Cole’s Web 
Blog.
Document: Selection of daily comments 
Date: October 9-15, 2008 
Access: Open 
Juan Cole is a Professor of Modern Middle 
East and South Asian History at the 
University of Michigan. As such he brings 
daily much needed expertise and 
historical perspective to issues surrounding 
Iraq, Afghanistan and the Middle East. 
Good reading to have a weekly review of 
the Iraq daily situation.

 
 

JNationalJ 
 
 

صورة يهود بغداد باألبيض واألسود
The Jews of Baghdad
Source: Niqash
Document:  Article  
Date:  October 7, 2008 
Access: Open 

امسة والسبعين ال تملك مارسيل عزرا في سن الخ
إحدى النساء المعدودات من الطائفة اليهودية في 
العراق سوى ذآريات جميلة عن حبيبها صهيون 
الذي رفضت أن تغادر العراق من أجله وبقيت للزواج 
به، لكنه قتل الحقا في مشاجرة عارضة وترآها 
.وحيدة  

Seventy-five year old Marcel Azra, one of 
the few remaining Jewish women in Iraq, 

has nothing left but memories of the man 
she loved. For his sake she didn’t leave the 
country, only for her dreams to be 
shattered by his death prior to their 
wedding. When he died, she was left 
alone, one of the few Jews still in Iraq. 
 

 !فتاوي في السياسة والبيبسي آوال
Clerics on politics and cola!
Source: Niqash
Document:  Article  
Date: October 9, 2008 
Access: Open 

http://coe-dmha.org/HARIraq.cfm
http://coe-dmha.org/index.htm
http://coe-dmha.org/index.htm
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2781
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2781
http://www.juancole.com/
http://www.juancole.com/
http://www.niqash.org/content.php?contentTypeID=74&id=2309&lang=1
http://www.niqash.org/content.php?contentTypeID=74&id=2309&lang=0
http://www.niqash.org/
http://www.niqash.org/content.php?contentTypeID=74&id=2311&lang=1
http://www.niqash.org/content.php?contentTypeID=74&id=2311&lang=0
http://www.niqash.org/
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في السنوات األخيرة، وفي ظل انحسار سلطة 
الدولة وسيطرة األحزاب الدينية على العملية 
السياسية، اندفع العديد من المواطنين العراقيين 
إلى تلقي الفتاوى الدينية والتوجيهات من المراجع 
الدينية، حتى فيما يتعلق بمواقفهم السياسية 

هات ولعل توجي. واصطفافهم مع هذا الطرف أو ذاك
السيد السيستاني بالمشارآة في االنتخابات 

 والتي اعتبرت في نظر الكثير 2005السابقة سنة 
من العامة فتوى ملزمة، دليل قوي على سلطة 
.رجال الدين وتدخلهم في العملية السياسية  

In recent years, as secular state authority 
has declined and religious parties have 
assumed greater control over the political 
process, Iraqi citizens have increasingly 
turned to religious fatwas as a source of 
guidance. Sayyed al-Sistani’s 2005 fatwa 
calling on Iraqis to participate in elections 
demonstrated the power of clerical 
influence, especially within the political 
process. 
 
Corruption blamed as cholera rips 
through Iraq
Source: Independent  
Document:  Article  
Date: October 10, 2008 
Access: Open 
A deadly outbreak of cholera in Iraq is 
being blamed on a scandal involving 
corrupt officials who failed to sterilise the 
local drinking water because they were 
bribed to buy chlorine from Iran that was 
long past its expiration date. The centre of 
the epidemic is in Babil province, south of 
Baghdad, in the marshy lands east of the 
Euphrates river, not far from the ruins of 
ancient Babylon. In Baghdad, where half 
the six million population has no access to 
clean drinking water, people are now 
drinking only bottled or boiled water. The 
Iraqi Prime Minister, Nouri al-Maliki, has 
appointed a commission of inquiry to find 
out why ineffective chlorine was being 
used. He is also refusing to release three 
officials under arrest despite demands 
from the Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq 
(ISCI) to which they are linked. In the town 
of al-Madhatiya, in southern Babil, a 
councillor involved in buying the chlorine 
was reportedly released after militiamen 
connected to ISCI intimidated police into 
freeing him. 
 
 

As Fears Ease, Baghdad Sees Walls 
Tumble
Source: NYT
Document:  Article  
Date: October 9, 2008 
Access: Open 
Market by market, square by square, the 
walls are beginning to come down. The 
miles of hulking blast walls, ugly but 
effective, were installed as a central 
feature of the surge of American troops to 
stop neighbors from killing one another. 
“They protected against car bombs and 
drive-by attacks,” said Adnan, 39, a 
vegetable seller in the once violent 
neighborhood of Dora, who argues that 
the walls now block the markets and the 
commerce that Baghdad needs to thrive. 
“Now it is safe.” The slow dismantling of the 
concrete walls is the most visible sign of a 
fundamental change here in the Iraqi 
capital. The American surge strategy, 
which increased the number of United 
States troops and contributed to stability 
here, is drawing to a close. And a 
transition is under way to the almost 
inevitable American drawdown in 2009.  
 
Awaiting Elections in War-Weary 
Iraq
Source: CFR
Document:  Interview 
Date: October 3, 2008 
Access: Open 
January 2009 is shaping up as a bellwether 
month for Iraq. The country's parliament 
passed a long-awaited provincial 
elections law in September (CSMonitor), 
clearing the way for voting in most of Iraq's 
provinces before January 31. Provincial 
elections are seen as a critical step to 
mending fences between Iraq's factions, 
and bringing Sunnis into the democratic 
process. "Nothing is more central to a 
functioning democracy than free and fair 
elections," President Bush said following 
the Iraqi decision. The Wall Street Journal 
said the deal amounted to Baghdad 
undoing "the biggest political knot in the 
country." Yet some experts see reason for 
caution. Unlike previous elections that 
mandated seats for Christians, Yazidis, and 
other minorities, the current law contains 
no quotas. Hundreds of Iraqi Christians 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/corruption-blamed-as-cholera-rips-through-iraq-956701.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/corruption-blamed-as-cholera-rips-through-iraq-956701.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/10/world/middleeast/10walls.html?_r=1&th&emc=th&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/10/world/middleeast/10walls.html?_r=1&th&emc=th&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.cfr.org/publication/17432/awaiting_elections_in_warweary_iraq.html?breadcrumb=%2F
http://www.cfr.org/publication/17432/awaiting_elections_in_warweary_iraq.html?breadcrumb=%2F
http://www.cfr.org/
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took to the street to protest that omission 
(Aswat al-Iraq) in the days after the vote. 
Staffan de Mistura, the UN special envoy 
to Iraq, said the election law was "a good 
day for Iraq" but acknowledged the 
minority issue has left a "dark cloud" (IHT). 
Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki himself 
appealed for parliament to reconsider 
(Alsumaria) the issue. 
 
Baghdadis Pessimistic About Future
Source: IWPR
Document:  Article  
Date: October 10, 2008 
Access: Open 
Abbas Abdullah has lost his brother, his 
home – and his faith in Iraqi politics. During 
the 2005 elections, Abdullah and his 
brothers hung posters supporting the Shia-
led United Iraqi Alliance in his grocery store 
in Baghdad’s al-Mansur district. This year, 
as Iraq prepares for its provincial council 
elections – which are expected to be held 
by early next year – Abdullah’s dream of a 
better life has crumbled and he has little 
interest in voting or politics. “We’ve gone 
through three years of violence and 
nothing has changed,” he said. “We’re 
continuing our life and work with caution 
and fear, despite the improvement in 
security.” Abdullah, runs the store with his 
two brothers, Ali and Mustafa. Their fourth 
brother, Mohammed, was killed when 
insurgents attacked the shop at the height 
of the sectarian violence in late 2006. The 
family has lost its home and moved several 
times because of the unrest.  
 
Iraq's Awakening Councils
Source: BBC
Document:  Article  
Date: October 1 , 2008 
Access: Open 
Starting in 2005 in Anbar province, Sunni 
tribesmen who had previously fought US 
and Iraqi government forces gradually 
allied themselves with the US military. The 
tribesmen had previously been useful to al-
Qaeda in Iraq, the main militant insurgent 
group, by working with al-Qaeda or 
allowing it to operate in areas they 
predominated in western and central Iraq. 
Some Sunni Muslim tribesmen, once in a 

position of privilege under Saddam 
Hussein, saw their influence disappear as 
Shia Iraqis came to dominate Iraqi political 
power after the US-led invasion. Armed 
opposition to the US by Iraqi tribesmen was 
partly based on nationalist sentiment and 
fear of being governed by Shia politicians. 
 
Iraqi PM: Top cleric won't block US 
pact
Source: Yahoo (AP)
Document:  Article  
Date: October 10, 2008 
Access: Open 
Iraq's prime minister said Friday that the 
country's most influential Shiite cleric will 
leave the decision on the future of U.S. 
troops to the government and parliament 
— a step that could remove a major 
obstacle to a deal. Tension rose in the Iraqi 
capital Friday as a car bomb killed 13 
people in a Shiite enclave and thousands 
of Shiites marched to mourn the 
assassination of a lawmaker which their 
leaders blamed on the Americans. Prime 
Minister Nouri al-Maliki, a Shiite, journeyed 
Friday to the Shiite holy city of Najaf to 
brief Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani about 
the progress in talks with the U.S. on a 
security agreement governing operations 
of American forces starting next year. 
 
Pigeon breeders now face fewer 
challenges in Iraq
Source: LAT
Document:  Article  
Date: October 12, 2008 
Access: Open 
Nothing is too good for Thair abu Yousif's 
loved ones. He buys ice each day to cool 
their water. He has built a special house for 
them, with a guard outside. Some nights 
he lies awake, wondering how to find 
them perfect mates. That the objects of his 
adoration are pigeons does not strike Abu 
Yousif as odd. In fact, he is one of the most 
respected bird breeders in Iraq, his passion 
rekindled after years of violence that 
made lingering on rooftops an invitation to 
be shot by a sniper. Abu Yousif, who has a 
real estate business on the side, has turned 
down immense sums of money to hang on 
to his best pigeons. 

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=icr&s=f&o=347085&apc_state=henh
http://www.iwpr.net/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7644448.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20081010/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iraq
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20081010/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iraq
http://news.yahoo.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-birds12-2008oct12,0,4223159.story?track=ntothtml
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-birds12-2008oct12,0,4223159.story?track=ntothtml
http://www.latimes.com/
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Red tape, corruption keep Iraq 
from development
Source: Cron (AP)
Document:  Article  
Date: October 11, 2008 
Access: Open 
When Nadhim Faisal's company began 
building three schools in Baghdad last 
year, he figured it would take six months to 
finish them. But nearly a year later, 
construction continues. The delays, he 
says, stem from one major problem — the 
government's inability to pay installments 
in a timely fashion. Sometimes, he says, a 
"courtesy gift" is needed to speed up 
getting the cash. Improved security is 
making it possible for companies and 
investors to do business again in Iraq. But a 
labyrinth of red tape and corruption is 
replacing truck bombs and kidnappings as 
the major roadblocks to rebuilding the 
country. While much of the world is reeling 
from a credit crisis, Iraq's government is 
awash in cash to spur the economy. 
According to a report by U.S. 
congressional auditors, the Iraqi 
government could end this year with as 
much as a $79 billion budget surplus 
because of high oil revenues and leftover 
income the country still hasn't spent on 
reconstruction. 
 
War-weary Saddam victims miss his 
iron rule
Source: Reuters
Document:  Article  
Date: October 11, 2008 
Access: Open 
Saddam Hussein was hanged for killing 148 
Shi'ite men and boys in Dujail in 1982. But 
today, some people in this town on the 
Tigris say they miss life under the Iraqi 
dictator because they felt more secure. 
Even some of those from Dujail whose 
family members were murdered and 
imprisoned during Saddam's iron-fisted rule 
seemed seduced by the idea of a strong 
leader after years of chaos, bloodshed 
and deprivation since the U.S.-led invasion 
in 2003. "If someone like Saddam came 
back, I'd not only support him, I'd invite 
him to dinner. My uncle was killed in 1982 
in the Dujail incident. Still, life then was a 

million times better than now," said Saad 
Mukhlif, a Shi'ite. Nostalgia for Saddam 
and his Sunni-led government in this 
largely Shi'ite town mirrors a country-wide 
sense of frustration despite a drop in 
attacks and killings. 

Tide changing in Iraq
Source: KT
Document:  Article  
Date: October 5, 2008 
Access: Open 
With the United States bogged down on 
economic front, the government of Iraq 
has launched a major initiative to 
determine the country’s future. It has been 
consulting political forces and religious 
leaders across the divide. Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki met Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani and sought his help on the issue. 
The Iraqi leaders have resolved that 
security is an issue which Iraqis need to 
address themselves, and it would be futile 
to seek American crutches in the long 
run.Significantly, all parties and ordinary 
Iraqis are united in the desire to see the 
exit of foreign troops at the earliest. At the 
same time, they want their infant 
democratic institutions to grow and do 
well. Officials claim that an ensuing 
agreement will remove US combat troops 
from Iraqi cities by June 2009, and from 
the rest of the country by the end of 2011. 
 
ــريم خلـــف يعلـــن   ــرآن عبـــد الكـ ــواء الـ  اللـ
 خليـــة قـــادرة علـــى إســـتالمأن وزارة الــدا

ــداد  األمــن فــي بغ
Iraq ready to take over Baghdad 
security
Source: Al Sumaria
Document:  Article  
Date: October 9, 2008 
Access: Open 
ــي      ــات فـ ــرآز العمليـ ــدير مـ ــن مـ ــداد اعلـ ــي بغـ  فـ
ــريم    ــد الكـــ ــرآن عبـــ ــواء الـــ ــة اللـــ  وزارة الداخليـــ
ــف    ــتالم الملـ ــى اسـ ــادرة علـ ــوزارة قـ ــف، ان الـ  خلـ
ــوات    ــحبت القــ ــمة اذا انســ ــي العاصــ ــني فــ  االمــ
ــة واّآد خلف ان حوادث التفجير بواسطة  .االميرآيــــ
 الســــــيارات المفخخــــــة والعبــــــوات الناســــــفة   
ال تعني اطالقا ان القوات  ،والعمليــــات االجراميــــة 
االمنية فشلت، ولفت الى انه تّم اتخاذ اجراءات 
 امنيـــة عاجلـــة بهـــدف منـــع مثـــل هـــذه العمليـــات 

ــة لكنــــه اشــــار الــــى افتقــــار االجهــــزة,  اإلجراميـ  
ــرات     ــن المتفج ــزة الكشــف ع ــى اجه ــة ال  .االمني

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/world/6052439.html
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/world/6052439.html
http://www.chron.com/
http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSTRE49B00B20081012?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSTRE49B00B20081012?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
http://www.reuters.com/
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle.asp?xfile=data/editorial/2008/October/editorial_October24.xml&section=editorial&col=
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/
http://www.alsumaria.tv/translate_news.php?lng=ar&nc_id=1&n_id=23238
http://www.alsumaria.tv/translate_news.php?lng=ar&nc_id=1&n_id=23238
http://www.alsumaria.tv/translate_news.php?lng=ar&nc_id=1&n_id=23238
http://www.alsumaria.tv/translate_news.php?lng=ar&nc_id=1&n_id=23238
http://www.alsumaria.tv/translate_news.php?lng=ar&nc_id=1&n_id=23238
http://www.alsumaria.tv/translate_news.php?lng=ar&nc_id=1&n_id=23238
http://www.alsumaria.tv/translate_news.php?lng=ar&nc_id=1&n_id=23238
http://www.alsumaria.tv/translate_news.php?lng=ar&nc_id=1&n_id=23238
http://www.alsumaria.tv/translate_news.php?lng=ar&nc_id=1&n_id=23238
http://www.alsumaria.tv/translate_news.php?lng=ar&nc_id=1&n_id=23238
http://www.alsumaria.tv/translate_news.php?lng=ar&nc_id=1&n_id=23238
http://www.alsumaria.tv/en/Iraq-News/1-23259-.html
http://www.alsumaria.tv/en/Iraq-News/1-23259-.html
http://www.alsumaria.tv/
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Operations Chief in Iraq’s Interior Ministry 
Brigadier Abdul Karim Khalaf announced 
that the ministry is capable of taking 
command of Baghdad’s security if US 
Forces withdraw. Khalaf asserted that car 
bomb explosions and bombings do not 
indicate that US Forces have failed noting 
that urgent security measures were taken 
to prevent such operations. However, he 
added that security forces are not 
equipped with explosives detection 
devices. 
 
Barazani on troubleshooting visit to 
Baghdad – Talabani
Source: Aswat Al Iraq
Document:  Article  
Date: October 13, 2008 
Access: Open 
Iraqi President Jalal Talabani said Iraqi 
Kurdistan Region President Massoud 
Barazani is leading a delegation on a visit 
to Baghdad to discuss means to solve 
problems.“Talabani and Barazani 
discussed laying frameworks for holding 
meetings with the political blocs,” 
according to a presidential statement 
received by Aswat al-Iraq on Monday.The 
statement quoted the autonomous Iraqi 
Kurdistan president as saying that there 
are “several issues for whom a certain 
program is being laid in order to deal with 
them with the different political blocs and 
consider proper solutions for them”.Fouad 
Hussein, the region’s presidential cabinet 
chief, said Barazani had arrived 
in Baghdad at the head of a delegation 
to tackle a host of pending issues between 
the region and the central 
government. AmR (P). 
 
Business growing in Iraq but 
problems remain
Source: SaudiGazette
Document:  Article  
Date: October 13, 2008 
Access: Open 
When Nadhim Faisal’s company began 
building three schools in Baghdad last 
year, he figured it would take six months to 
finish them. But nearly a year later, 
construction continues. The delays, he 
says, stem from one major problem – the 
government’s inability to pay installments 

in a timely fashion. Sometimes, he says, a 
“courtesy gift” is needed to speed up 
getting the cash. Improved security is 
making it possible for companies and 
investors to do business again in Iraq. But a 
labyrinth of red tape and corruption is 
replacing truck bombs and kidnappings as 
the major roadblocks to rebuilding the 
country. While much of the world is reeling 
from a credit crisis, Iraq’s government is 
awash in cash to spur the economy. 
 
Iraq strives to move beyond body 
count
Source: Reuters
Document:  Report  
Date: October 14, 2008 
Access: Open 
In five years of war, Iraq has been hostage 
to a parade of grim statistics: car bombs, 
corpses, cholera and refugees fleeing 
rampant bloodshed. But as violence drops 
sharply and Iraq turns toward 
reconstruction, officials seize upon a more 
quotidian, yet scarcely less important, set 
of numbers: economic output, 
employment, childhood vaccinations and 
even the whereabouts of Iraq's war-weary 
population. The U.S. government, World 
Bank and other donors have backed 
efforts in recent years to help Iraqi's 
statistics agency, COSIT, get a better 
grasp of the country's vital figures. "A 
government without statistics is like a 
traveler without a path," Mehdi al-Alak, 
who heads COSIT, the Central 
Organization for Statistics and Information 
Technology, said last week as Iraq 
launched its first five-year statistical plan. 

Iraq's missing generation
Source: Guardian
Document:  Article  
Date: October 13, 2008 
Access: Open 
The reconstruction of Iraq needs the 
commitment and resources of its entire 
people. Yet the Iraqi government and the 
international community have neglected 
the current generation of Iraqi youth. 
Nowhere is this more apparent than in the 
case of young Iraqi refugees who have 
the potential to transform their homeland. 
Youth, not oil, is Iraq's most precious asset 

http://en.aswataliraq.info/?p=101102
http://en.aswataliraq.info/?p=101102
http://en.aswataliraq.info/
http://www.saudigazette.com.sa/index.cfm?method=home.regcon&contentID=2008101319008
http://www.saudigazette.com.sa/index.cfm?method=home.regcon&contentID=2008101319008
http://www.saudigazette.com.sa/
http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSTRE49D00E20081014?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSTRE49D00E20081014?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
http://www.reuters.com/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/oct/13/iraq-middleeast
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
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in building a stable and prosperous future. 
In 2002, before the US invasion, around 
60% of Iraq's population was under the 
age of 30 – many with high school and 
university education. Today, too many of 
those young people are among the 2.2 
million Iraqi refugees living in countries 
such as Syria, Jordan and Lebanon.  
 
Sad state of affairs
Source: JT
Document:  Report  
Date: October 14, 2008 
Access: Open 
Iraqi Christians are fleeing the cities of 
Kirkuk and Mosul in big numbers to escape 
prosecution and physical harm. This comes 
as no surprise, given the fact that the 
country is torn apart along sectarian lines 
and the new Iraqi theatre has become a 
fertile environment for destroying religious 

harmony. It is bad enough, downright 
shameful, that Sunnis and Shiites in Iraq are 
at each other’s throat, fighting and killing 
each other in big numbers. Now some 
extremists are turning their violence 
against Christians in Iraq, most of whom 
are Chaldeans and Assyrians. Iraq was 
once a fine example of religious tolerance 
in general, and a haven for Christians in 
particular. The exodus of Iraqi Christians, 
especially since the invasion of the country 
by the US in 2003, has reached alarming 
rates. Very few are staying in their country, 
most seeking refuge in Western nations. At 
this rate, Iraq will lose its Christian 
population and, through this, its character 
and identity, its reputation as a country 
where Muslims and Christians coexisted in 
peace and harmony for centuries. 

 
 

JViolence and Security IssuesJ 
 
SRSG Staffan de Mistura Condemns 
the Assassination of Iraqi CoR 
Member Al Auqaeli
Source: UNAMI
Document: Article 
Date: October 10, 2008 
Access: Open  
The Special Representative of the 
Secretary General for Iraq (SRSG) Staffan 
de Mistura strongly condemned the 
assassination of Iraqi Council of 
Representative member Saleh al-Auqaeil. 
He described the killing of al-Auqaeli as 
“An outrageous crime aimed at 
perpetuating instability in Iraq.” Mr. de 
Mistura extends the United Nations’ 
deepest condolences to the family of CoR 
member al-Auqaeli, and to the members 
of the CoR and the Iraqi people 
 
SRSG Staffan de Mistura condemns 
the targeting of Christian and other 
minorities and offers assistance to 
displaced families
Source: UNAMI
Document: Article 
Date: October 12, 2008 
Access: Open  

The Special Representative of the United 
Nations Secretary General for Iraq (SRSG) 
Staffan de Mistura strongly condemned 
the killing of civilians and expressed his 
concern at the spike in violence that has 
targeted the Christian communities in 
recent days, particularly in and around 
Iraq's northern city of Mosul. He warned 
that these acts are aimed to fuel tensions 
and exacerbate instability at a critical 
time. Mr. de Mistura noted that large 
numbers of families have fled their homes 
and sought temporary shelter in adjacent 
neighborhoods, with many among them 
having fled earlier from Baghdad over the 
past few years, seeking the safety in Mosul. 

Deadly bomb attack at Iraq 
market
Source: BBC 
Document: Article 
Date: October 10, 2008 
Access: Open 
A vehicle bomb in Baghdad has killed 13 
people and injured another 27, say local 
police and hospital officials. The explosion 
struck a market in Abu Dshir, a mainly Shia 
enclave in the predominantly Sunni district 
of Dora, in the south of the Iraqi capital. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/?news=11313
http://www.jordantimes.com/
http://www.uniraq.org/newsroom/getarticle.asp?ArticleID=816
http://www.uniraq.org/newsroom/getarticle.asp?ArticleID=816
http://www.uniraq.org/newsroom/getarticle.asp?ArticleID=816
http://www.uniraq.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/SHIG-7KDFVC?OpenDocument
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/SHIG-7KDFVC?OpenDocument
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/SHIG-7KDFVC?OpenDocument
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/SHIG-7KDFVC?OpenDocument
http://www.uniraq.org/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7664057.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7664057.stm
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The blast destroyed several shops and set 
vehicles ablaze. Women and children 
were said to be among the dead. Dora 
had been known as an insurgent 
stronghold but analysts say security had 
improved in recent months. Eyewitness 
Hussein Ali said the attacks was "a horrible 
catastrophe". "I believed that my wife was 
dead when she fell on the ground. I 
thought shrapnel hit her body, but later on 
I thanked God that she was unconscious," 
he told the Associated Press. Earlier on 
Friday, one person was killed and 12 
wounded when a bomb exploded close 
to a minibus in the same area of Baghdad, 
said police. 
 
Islamic fundamentalists: "expel 
Christians from Mosul"
Source: AsiaNews
Document:  Article  
Date: October 9, 2008 
Access: Open 
Jalal Moussa, 38, is the latest victim in the 
campaign of hatred launched by Islamic 
fundamentalists against Christians in Mosul, 
the theater of an "endless martyrdom," to 
the silence of the media and the 
international community. Jalal, a Christian 
of the Chaldean rite, was shot to death in 
front of his home in the neighborhood of 
Noor, the same neighborhood where Fr. 
Ragheed Gani and three deacons were 
killed in 2007, and where Archbishop Paulo 
Farj Rahho was kidnapped. The 
kidnapping of the archbishop of Mosul at 
the end of February ended tragically two 
weeks later, when the archbishop's body 
was found in an abandoned lot outside of 
the city. AsiaNews sources reveal that 
"there could be two more victims," but at 
the moment there are no further details on 
their identity or the manner in which they 
were ambushed. 
 
Iraqi Christian families flee Mosul 
death threats
Source: KT
Document:  Article  
Date: October 10, 2008 
Access: Open 
Some forty Christian families have fled the 
northern Iraqi city of Mosul on Friday, 
bringing the number of Christian families 

who fled the city over the past three days 
to 295, a press spokesman for a political 
party with links to the Iraqi Christian 
community in Nineveh province has said. 
"Due to death theats by insurgents some 
295 Christian families fled the city to areas 
around the city," a spokesman for the 
Assyrian Democratic Movement told the 
Voices of Iraq (VOI) news agency. The 
source said that the living conditions for 
the families were very poor, and many 
lacked basic health services. Earlier a 
security source said that some 25 families 
fled Mosul on Wednesday followed by 50 
families on Thursday for the fear of being 
targeted by armed groups. According to 
Khaled Abdel-Sattar, a spokesman for Iraqi 
security forces in the area, five Christians 
have been killed in the past few days. 
 
Iraqi PM vows to shield Christians
Source: BBC
Document:  Article  
Date: October 12, 2008 
Access: Open 
Iraqi PM Nouri Maliki has vowed to protect 
Christians in Mosul after 1,000 police were 
deployed in the wake of sectarian attacks 
in the northern city. Mosul's provincial 
governor said hundreds of Christian 
families had fled the city in the past week 
to seek refuge in outlying villages. Sunni 
militants have been blamed for the 
murders of 12 Christians over the past 
fortnight. Pope Benedict XVI, speaking at 
the Vatican, condemned the bloodshed. 
"I urge the perpetrators of violence to 
renounce these acts and join with their 
brothers and sisters to work together in 
building a civilization of love," the pontiff 
said. After talks with Christian Iraqi officials, 
the Shia prime minister said in a statement: 
"We will take immediate action to resolve 
the problems and difficulties faced by 
Christians in Mosul."  
 
Iraq archbishop warns Christians 
face 'liquidation'
Source: Yahoo (AFP)
Document:  Article  
Date: October 10, 2008 
Access: Open 
Iraq's Christians face "liquidation," the 
Chaldean archbishop of the northern city 

http://www.asianews.it/index.php?l=en&art=13442&size=A
http://www.asianews.it/index.php?l=en&art=13442&size=A
http://www.asianews.it/
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/darticlen.asp?xfile=data/middleeast/2008/October/middleeast_October158.xml&section=middleeast&col=
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/darticlen.asp?xfile=data/middleeast/2008/October/middleeast_October158.xml&section=middleeast&col=
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7665830.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20081010/wl_mideast_afp/iraqunrestchristianskirkuk_081010092934
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20081010/wl_mideast_afp/iraqunrestchristianskirkuk_081010092934
http://news.yahoo.com/
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of Kirkuk told AFP in an interview, urging 
Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki to guarantee 
the minority's safety. Archbishop Louis Sako 
also called on the US military to do more 
to protect Christians and other minorities in 
the face of a rash of deadly attacks that 
has prompted growing numbers to flee 
the country."We are the target of a 
campaign of liquidation, a campaign of 
violence. The objective is political," Sako 
said. He said that since the US-led invasion 
of 2003, more than 200 Christians had 
been killed and a string of churches 
attacked, and added that the violence 
had intensified in recent weeks, 
particularly in the north. 
 
Anger against US mounts as Iraq 
Shiites bury slain MP
Source: Yahoo (AFP)
Document:  Article  
Date: October 10, 2008 
Access: Open 
Mourners shouted anti-US slogans and 
torched American and Israeli flags in 
Baghdad's Shiite bastion after a radical 
MP was buried Friday, as fresh attacks 
killed at least 19 people across Iraq. "Down 
with Americans, down with the 
occupation," Shiite youngsters shouted 
while burning US and Israeli flags at a 
public square in Sadr City after weekly 
prayers. Car bombs, roadside blasts and a 
shooting near the capital and the northern 
cities of Mosul and Kirkuk killed at least 19 
people and wounded at least another 66 
on Friday, police and security officials said. 
The worst single attack was in Baghdad's 
mainly Sunni quarter of Dora where a car 
bomb blast at a crowded market killed 13 
people and wounded 27, police and the 
defence ministry said. In the northern city 
of Kirkuk, claimed by Arabs and Kurds, 
Iraqi journalist Diyar Abbas Ahmed, 28, 
was gunned down, police Brigadier 
General Torhan Yusuf said. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Four people killed in violence in N 
Iraq  
Source: Xinhua
Document:  Article  
Date: October 11, 2008 
Access: Open 
Four people were killed and three others 
injured in two attacks on Saturday in the 
northern city of Mosul, capital of Nineveh 
province, a provincial police source said. 
"Unknown gunmen opened fire in the 
afternoon on two off-duty policemen in a 
marketplace in central Mosul, killing one of 
them and a civilian and wounding two 
people," the source told Xinhua on 
condition of anonymity. A policeman 
happened to be at the scene traded fire 
with the attackers and killed one of them 
before they wounded him, the source 
said. In a separate incident, Yahya Abdul 
Mahjob, head of media office in the 
provincial council, escaped unhurt a 
gunfire attack when a group of armed 
men opened fire on his convoy in the al-
Shurta neighborhood in northern Mosul, 
the source added. Bodyguards of 
Mahjob's convoy fired back on the 
attackers and killed one of them, he said.  
 
Houses blown up as Christians flee 
Iraq's Mosul
Source: AlertNet
Document:  Article  
Date: October 11, 2008 
Access: Open 
Militants blew up three empty Christian 
homes on Saturday in the northern Iraqi 
city of Mosul, where more than 800 
Christian families have fled in the past two 
days, a Christian member of parliament 
said. "I have been informed that three 
houses have been blown up. In two of 
them, the families were already displaced. 
The third, they evacuated the family and 
then blew up the house," parliamentarian 
Unadim Kanna told Iraqiya state television. 
"More than 800 families have been 
displaced within two days," he said. "The 
horror is continuing in the city, especially in 
the eastern side."  "I appeal for the prime 
minister and the president to take 
responsibility, preserve security and allow 
the displaced families to return to their 
houses," he added. Kanna told the U.S. 

http://uk.news.yahoo.com/afp/20081010/twl-anger-against-us-mounts-as-iraq-shii-3cd7efd.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/afp/20081010/twl-anger-against-us-mounts-as-iraq-shii-3cd7efd.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-10/11/content_10180860.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-10/11/content_10180860.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/LB598955.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/LB598955.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/
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funded al-Hurra Arabic language 
television channel that the flight over the 
past two days was prompted by threats 
from people connected with the security 
forces. 
 
Baghdad not as ‘secure’ as 
government claims, residents say
Source : Azzaman
Document: Article 
Date: October 13, 2008 
Access: Open 
The security situation in Baghdad has 
aggravated recently amid a rise in car 
bombings and attacks directed mainly at 
government troops. Residents say 
conditions are worsening in the Iraqi 
capital once again despite the heavy 
presence of Iraqi security forces and a 
surge in number of checkpoints. The troops 
have complicated life in the city as they 
regularly cordon off streets and areas, set 
up temporary checkpoints and shut streets 
and bridges to traffic. Some residents 
spend most of the day in their cars before 
reaching their offices or shops. “There is a 
direct link between traffic jams and 
security. Congested streets in Baghdad 
are an indication of an upsurge in 
insecurity,” said a resident refusing to be 
named. Snipers have returned to the city 
but now they aim their bullets solely at 
Iraqi troops. Car bombers have made a 

comeback with three major bombings 
killing and injuring scores of people last 
week. 
 
Shiite cults seek to wreak havoc in 
Iraq
Source : LAT
Document: Article 
Date: October 15, 2008 
Access: Open 
Falling into a depression after her husband 
was killed last year, Iman immersed herself 
in religious studies and became fixated on 
a Shiite Muslim saint. Soon, a secretive 
group of worshipers tried to recruit the 
young widow, telling her that she could 
help bring the holy figureback to Earth. All 
she had to do was sleep with the group's 
male followers. Horrified, Iman, now 20, 
refused. Her experience shines a light on 
the rise in Iraq of fanatical cults devoted 
to Imam Mahdi, the Shiites' 12th imam. A 
descendant of the prophet Muhammad, 
he disappeared more than 1,000 years 
ago. The Shiite faithful believe that in the 
world's darkest hour, Imam Mahdi will 
return and bring justice and calm. But 
where mainstream Shiite believers wait 
patiently for that day, groups such as the 
one that tried to enlist Iman are convinced 
that they can hasten his reappearance by 
spreading chaos. 

 
 

_______________________________-----__ 
Iraq Humanitarian Environment and Space 
 
 

JIDPs and RefugeesJ 
 
 
Urgent appeal for resettlement of 
ex-Iraq Palestinians
Source:  UNHCR
Document: Article  
Date: October 14, 2008 
Access: Open 
In the lead up to UNHCR's bi-yearly 
informal consultations with resettlement 
countries tomorrow (Wednesday 15 Oct.), 
UNHCR has issued an urgent appeal for 
the resettlement of Palestinian refugees. 
Most have been stranded for over two 

years in two camps at the Iraq-Syrian 
border and in Baghdad, while a small 
group has been stranded in Al Hol camp 
in Syria. Of the estimated 34,000 
Palestinians in Iraq in 2003, less than 15,000 
remain in Iraq – including 2,943 Palestinian 
refugees currently living in the border 
camps at the Iraq-Syrian border. Of those 
in the border camps, 358 families (1,278 
persons) are considered to be highly 
vulnerable – having life-threatening 
diseases, needing urgent medical 

http://www.azzaman.com/english/index.asp?fname=news\2008-10-13\kurd.htm
http://www.azzaman.com/english/index.asp?fname=news\2008-10-13\kurd.htm
http://www.azzaman.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-cults15-2008oct15,0,5061353.story?track=ntothtml
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-cults15-2008oct15,0,5061353.story?track=ntothtml
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/media?page=home&id=48f475242
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/media?page=home&id=48f475242
http://www.unhcr.org/
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treatment or fearing persecution if they 
return – and therefore are in urgent need 
of resettlement. 
 
Iraqi Christians flee killings
Source: BBC
Document: Article 
Date: October 12, 2008 
Access: Open 
Hundreds of Iraqi Christians have 
reportedly fled the northern Iraqi city of 
Mosul over the past week, following a 
wave of killings aimed against them. Local 
officials say a dozen Christians have been 
killed in the past two weeks, triggering 
hundreds of fearful families to take refuge 
in outlying villages. The provincial governor 
has accused extremist al-Qaeda elements 
of staging a campaign against Christians. 
He has called on the Iraqi government 
and US forces to help. Mosul, like other 
major Iraqi cities, has witnessed big 
security operations aimed at displacing 
insurgents and imposing law and order. 
Our correspondent in Baghdad, Jim Muir, 
says the operations have improved 
security in cities like Baghdad and Basra, 
but the situation in Mosul - Iraq's third-
largest city - seems to be worsening. 
 
Iraqi Refugees in Lebanon  
Source: CRS
Document:  Article 
Date: October 9, 2008 
Access: Open 
On our first day of seeing CRS-supported 
projects in Lebanon we met with the 
dedicated staff of Caritas Lebanon 
Migrant Center (CLMC), and then 
accompanied social workers on visits with 
Iraqi refugees. I met Ali, age 3, when we 
talked with his parents about the difficulty 
of their lives in Lebanon. Six family 
members – mother, father and four 
children – live in one room in the 
basement of a retail building. A small 
kitchen with a toilet hugs the back wall. 
The cramped, dank living conditions have 
led to asthma for the children 
 
 
 

Anbar’s Displaced Stay Away
Source:  IWPR
Document: Article  
Date: October 7, 2008 
Access: Open 
Jabbar Salman, 47, lives with his four family 
members in a small house in the al-Rashad 
neighborhood close to the largely Shia 
Sadr City, an east Baghdad suburb. They 
have been there since they were forced 
to flee their spacious home in Anbar 
province, in western Iraq, in February 
2006.  According to Salman, gunmen 
besieged his house, ordering him and his 
family to leave within three hours or they 
would be killed. “Some of the gunmen 
were my neighbours. They allowed us to 
carry our personal things only; we were 
concerned about our lives rather than 
about our property,” he said. While 
Salman is upset that he has to live in 
cramped conditions, he said he cannot 
go back to Anbar. “I won’t return because 
I fear members of my family might be 
killed by the Sahawat,” he said.  Sahawat 
is a reference to awakening councils – 
made up of members of Sunni tribes who 
allied with the Americans after turning their 
backs on al-Qaeda. 
 
Jordanian PM highlights challenges 
facing his country regarding Iraqis
Source:  Kuna
Document: Article  
Date: October 12, 2008 
Access: Open 
Jordanian Prime Minister Nader Al-Dahabi 
highlighted on Saturday the challenges 
facing his country from the Iraqis refugees. 
The Prime Minister said during a meeting 
with UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
Antonio Gutteres that Jordan, under the 
directives of Jordan King Abdullah II, was 
hosting Iraqis on humanitarian grounds 
and has been providing them with 
distinguished services over the past few 
years."Iraqis in Jordan are our guests and 
brothers in their second country and will 
be treated with full respect until they 
return to their country after their ordeal is 
over," Al-Dahabi added. The premier 
highlighted the burden Jordan is 
shouldering as a result of hosting 
thousands of Iraqis in the Kingdom, 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7665830.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://crs-blog.org/iraqi-refugees-in-lebanon-2/
http://crs-blog.org/
http://www.iwpr.net/?p=icr&s=f&o=347025&apc_state=henh
http://www.iwpr.net/
http://www.kuna.net.kw/newsagenciespublicsite/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=1943526&Language=en
http://www.kuna.net.kw/newsagenciespublicsite/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=1943526&Language=en
http://www.kuna.net.kw/
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pointing to the positive cooperation and 
coordination between Jordan and the 
UNHCR in this regard. Al-Dahabi also 
pointed to the important role played by 
the UNHCR in highlighting burden 
shouldered by Jordan due to hosting the 
Iraqis in the Kingdom. For his part, the UN 
commissioner hailed efforts exerted by 
Jordan in providing services to the Iraqis in 
the health and educational fields. 
Gutteres said the UN commission was 
grateful to Jordan's cooperation and the 
policy it adopts towards the Iraqis in the 
Kingdom.  
 

ون غادر هل راقيون الالجئ ر الع حقًا؟ مص
Source:  RNW
Document: Article  
Date: October 13, 2008 
Access: Open 
ي آ   بوع الماض ت األس ة  أقلع ة جوي ر رحل  خ
م    ر لبالده راقيين بمص ن الع ل الالجئي  لنق
فارة     ا الس ت به بوعية تكفل الت أس من رح  ض
ي     طس الماض ذ أغس اهرة من ة بالق  ،العراقي
ن      د األلفي م تتع رحالت ل ذه ال لة ه ن محص  ولك
ا   راقي تقريب ف ع عين أل ن تس ن بي  م

ر ابعين  .  بمص ل مت ن قب فت م وة وص الخط  
ا     اع وآأنه ار األوض ة إلظه ثر بالدعائي دت أآ  غ
ات    ا ترتيب ي العراق،وتلته تقرارا ف  اس
ن األردن راقيين م ودة الع جيع ع ة لتش  مماثل
عودية ات  ،والس ا منظم ت عليه  واعترض
دين  ا للعائ من حقوق م تض ا ل ة آونه  حقوقي

ا   ن أنه ية الالجئي ت مفوض ح"وقال ال تنص  
ها   ا ال ترفض ا لكنه   ."به
وار  ي دول الج راقي ف ي ع و مليون ش نح  ويعي
ا  رب ق ذ ح دةمن ات المتح ا الوالي  دته
دام    راقي ص رئيس الع قاط ال ا إلس  وبريطاني
ي ين ف   .٢٠٠٣ حس
 
 
Long road to resettlement for 
disabled Iraqi refugees
Source:  IRIN
Document: Article  
Date: October 14, 2008 
Access: Open 
Hamid Amin Hamza, his wife Om Omar, 
and their family of 10, including their 
physically disabled son Jaafar, live in a 
shabby apartment in Cairo’s Madinat 
Nasser suburb. They fled Iraq in 2007 and 
reached Egypt via Syria seeking security, 

economic stability and above all 
treatment for their son. “We came here 
because the situation in Iraq was 
unbearable. Not only were we in danger, 
but Jaafar was suffering the most,” said 
Hamid. Jaafar, aged 9, suffers from 
quadriplegia, a condition affecting his four 
limbs, rendering him physically disabled. 
“Jaafar is completely dependent on us,” 
said his mother. “We have to feed him, 
carry him to the washroom and anywhere 
he needs to be taken. He is getting older 
and heavier and I don’t know how long 
we can provide for him. Doctors say his 
condition is permanent; he needs special 
care,” she said. 
 
140 Iraqi refugees in Syria head 
home
Source:  Yahoo (AP)
Document: Article  
Date: October 15, 2008 
Access: Open 
Some 140 Iraqi refugees living 
in Syria headed home Wednesday on a 
free trip organized by the Iraqi 
government. Many cited improved 
security in Iraqand dwindling savings as 
reasons for their return. The refugees 
boarded a charteredIraqi Airways flight to 
take them to Baghdad, where they will 
receive an official reception at the airport. 
The Iraqi Embassy says it is planning several 
such trips in the coming weeks. It was the 
first such trip since last November, when 
the embassy organized similar free 
convoys. Hundreds of refugees went back 
at the time as the situation improved amid 
a U.S. troop increase and the decision by 
former Sunni insurgents to turn against al-
Qaida in Iraq. 
 
Managing the right of return
Source:  Economist
Document: Article  
Date: September 4, 2008 
Access: Open 
THE scenes look encouraging. Since the 
beginning of August, hundreds of Iraqi 
refugees living in Egypt have gone back 
to their homeland on flights sponsored by 
the Baghdad authorities. The Iraqi 
government hails these returns as a sign 
that things are getting back to normal in a 

http://www.rnw.nl/hunaamsterdam/mideastafrica/02121008
http://www.rnw.nl/hunaamsterdam/mideastafrica/02121008
http://www.rnw.nl/
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportID=80903
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportID=80903
http://www.irinnews.org/
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20081015/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_syria_iraq
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20081015/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_syria_iraq
http://news.yahoo.com/
http://www.economist.com/world/international/displaystory.cfm?story_id=12068298
http://www.economist.com/
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country where more than 2m people have 
fled abroad, and even more were 
internally displaced, as a result of the 
chaos that followed the American-led 
invasion of 2003. But away from the 
fanfare, the feelings of the Iraqis involved 
in these homecomings are mixed. A few 

expressed mild optimism that the situation 
has improved in their home areas. Many 
more said they were returning because 
they had little choice: they were unable to 
work in Egypt and were running out of 
money. 

 

JHuman RightsJ 
 

بعثة األمم المتحدة لمساعدة العراق ومنظمة التعاون 
اإلعالمي في المراحل اإلنتقالية األلمانية تختتمان دورة 

تدريبية حول آتابة التقارير المعنية باالنتخابات
UNAMI and MICT conclude a 
specialized training course on 
election reporting
Source : UNAMI
Document: Article 
Date: October 13, 2008 
Access: Open 
اختتمت منظمة التعاون االعالمي في المراحل اإلنتقالية 
األلمانية، بمشارآة بعثة األمم المتحدة لمساعدة العراق، 

ها التدريبية المتخصصة التي دامت ألربعة أعمال دورت
 إعالميًا مختصًا من جميع 20أيام شارك فيها أآثر من 

أرجاء العراق تناولت آتابة التقارير المعنية باالنتخابات 
على الصعيدين النظري والعملي، حيث أولت اعتباراً 

 31خاصًا النتخابات المحافظات التي سيتم إجراءها في 
2009اير ين/آانون الثاني  

In partnership with the United Nations 
Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), Media 
in Cooperation and Transition (MICT) has 
conducted a four day specialized training 
course with more than 20 media 
professionals from all over Iraq on theory 
and practice of election reporting, 
focusing on the upcoming provincial 
elections to be held by 31 January 2009. 
 

MP says Feyli Kurds are not minority
Source :  Aswat Al-Iraq
Document: Article 
Date: October 13, 2008 
Access: Open 
An Iraqi parliamentarian from the Solidarity 
Bloc on Monday said that describing Feyli 
Kurds as a minority is another example of 
injustice against them. “Feyli Kurds in Iraq 
exceed 1.5 million. They have been 
subject to injustice and forced 
displacement twice because of their 
Kurdish and Shiite identities,” according to 
a statement released by the bloc and 
received by Aswat al-Iraq, quoting Feyli 
MP Aamer Thamir as saying. “Feyli Kurds 
are a main constituent of the Iraqi people 
and are part and parcel of the Kurdish 
nation. They have been living for ages in 
the area stretching along the Zagros 
Mountains and on the east bank of the 
Tigris River…,” Thamir added. The 
parliamentarian added that Feyli Kurds 
categorically reject their labeling as a 
minority, which does not truly reflect their 
number or their sacrifice for their country. 
 

 

 

JFood security and livelihoodsJ 
 

More food aid needed for 
displaced Christians – official
Source: IRIN
Document: Article  
Date: October 13, 2008 
Access: Open 
Calls for more humanitarian aid have 
been made as an increasing number of 
Christians flee their homes in and around 
the northern city of Mosul due to attacks 

by Sunni extremists. “As of today [October 
12], the number of Christian families who 
have fled their homes in Mosul has 
reached 1,094 [about 5,470 individuals]. 
They are still fleeing to nearby Christian 
towns and villages fearing attack by 
gunmen,” said Jawdat Ismaiel, provincial 
director of the office of the Ministry of 
Displacement and Migration. Ismaiel told 
IRIN he had appealed to the ministry, the 

http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2782
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2782
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2782
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2782
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2782
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2782
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2782
http://www.uniraq.org/
http://en.aswataliraq.info/?p=101095
http://en.aswataliraq.info/
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=80882
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=80882
http://www.irinnews.org/
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Iraqi Red Crescent Society (IRCS), and the 
International Organization for Migration to 
help with more food and other aid for 
these families. “The most needed items are 
food, blankets and bed rolls… We have 
distributed 350 items so far and we will 
distribute at least 200 more tomorrow,” 
Ismaiel said. 
 
Baghdad housing prices soar under 
sectarian shadow
Source: Yahoo (AP)
Document: Article  
Date: October 14, 2008 
Access: Open 
An arrow in central Baghdad points down 
a side-street to a glass door with a sign 
that reads: "Ali's Office." That's where real 
estate broker Hadi Abbas Ali has greeted 
clients for 25 years. Now Ali is witnessing a 
boom of sorts in the Iraqi capital, where 
real estate prices have doubled in some 
areas. But a sectarian shadow hangs over 
the boom. Buyers don't look for a river 
view or simply the best deal in town. 
Safety-conscious Shiites seek housing in 
walled-in areas dominated by their sect, 
and Sunnis stick to their own as well. With 
little new construction afoot, there are far 
more buyers or renters than available 

homes in places like Karradah, a mostly 
Shiite area where Ali is hard-pressed to 
shrink his waiting list. 
 
Arab and foreign companies 
intend to build hotels and housing 
units in Al Najaf
Source: ID
Document: Article  
Date: October 14, 2008 
Access: Open 
An Iraqi official reported that Kuwaiti, 
Lebanese, British, Korean, German and 
Swedish companies plan to start a project 
to set up hotels and apartment complexes 
in the city of Najaf (180 km) south of 
Baghdad. Al Sabah newspaper quoted to 
the Chairman of the Investment Authority 
in the holy city of Najaf Fadhil Al Fadhily as 
saying that the body received 29 
investment projects submitted by Iraqi, 
Arab and universal companies. While four 
investment contracts were awarded, 
including two agreements of five stars and 
four stars tourist hotels to a Lebanese 
investor and other contract of Al Najaf 
international airport project and contracts 
for the establishment of 8000 housing units 
to a Kuwaiti –British company.  

 

JWater and HealthcareJ 
 

Cholera outbreak in Maysan
Source: NCCI
Document: Report 
Date: September, 2008 
Access: Open 
A collection of reports and articles about 
the “cholera outbreak” in Maysan; 
updated regularly. 
 

Weekly epidemiological record
Source: WHO
Document: Report 
Date: October 10, 2008 
Access: Open 
World Health Organisation weekly report. 
 
Situation report on diarrhoea and 
cholera in Iraq
Source: WHO
Document: Report 
Date: October 13, 2007 

Access: Open 
World Health Organisation report on 
cholera and diarrhoea in Iraq 
 
HNSOT Situation Report on Cholera
Source: OCHA
Document: Report 
Date: October 14, 2007 
Access: Members 
Health and Nutrition Sectoral Outcome 
Team situation report on cholera in Iraq. 
 
Weekly AFP surveillance feedback 
for Iraq
Source: WHO
Document: Report 
Date: October 4, 2007 
Access: Open 
World Health Organisation weekly report 
on AFP in Iraq 
 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20081014/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iraq_house_hunting
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20081014/ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iraq_house_hunting
http://news.yahoo.com/
http://www.iraqdirectory.com/DisplayNews.aspx?id=7101
http://www.iraqdirectory.com/DisplayNews.aspx?id=7101
http://www.iraqdirectory.com/DisplayNews.aspx?id=7101
http://www.iraqdirectory.com/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2710
http://www.ncciraq.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWFiles2008.nsf/FilesByRWDocUnidFilename/FBUO-7KADYG-full_report.pdf/$File/full_report.pdf
http://www.who.int/
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/SHIG-7KDH54?OpenDocument
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/SHIG-7KDH54?OpenDocument
http://www.who.int/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2780
http://www.ochaopt.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/SHIG-7KDBPV?OpenDocument
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/SHIG-7KDBPV?OpenDocument
http://www.who.int/
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37 in anthrax outbreak in northern 
Iraq
Source: The National
Document: Report 
Date: October 12, 2008 
Access: Open 
Thirty-seven people have been infected 
by anthrax in northern Iraq in the country’s 
first outbreak of the disease since the 
1980s, the health minister in the Kurdish 
autonomous region said today. The Iraqi 
health minister, Ziryan Othman, said the 
disease appeared to have been passed 
on from livestock. The first human case of 
the outbreak was discovered in remote 
Dahuk province last month. None of the 
reported cases had yet proven fatal, he 
said. The 37 cases in humans have all 
affected the patients’ skin, rather than 
their lungs or internal organs, as occurs in 
more serious anthrax cases. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cholera deaths rise to eight as 
disease spreads
Source: IRIN
Document: Report 
Date: October 15, 2008 
Access: Open 
About 500 confirmed cholera cases have 
been registered in Iraq since the latest 
outbreak of the disease on 20 August. 
Eight people have died, a government 
spokesman said on 14 October. “So far 
there have been 479 cases in 12 
provinces: Babil 230 cases, Baghdad 73, 
Diwaniyah 61, Basra 50, Karbala 39, Najaf 
nine, Anbar eight, Maysan three, Arbil two, 
Samawa two, Kut one and Diyala one," 
said Ihsan Jaafar, director-general of the 
public health directorate and a 
spokesman for the ministry's cholera 
control unit. Jaafar told IRIN cholera-
related deaths had reached eight, with 
two new death cases in Qadissiyah and 
Babil provinces south of Baghdad. Those 
who have died of the disease are a 10-
year-old girl, a 61-year-old man, a child 
over five in Babil Province, two children 
under five in Qadissiyah Province; a three-
year-old boy in Maysan; and an adult and 
a child in Baghdad.  
 

 
 

JEducationJ 
 

Schools Open, and First Test Is Iraqi 
Safety
Source: NYT
Document: Article 
Date: October 11, 2008 
Access: Open 
On the first day of school, 10-year-old 
Basma Osama looked uneasy standing in 
formation under an already stifling 
morning sun. She and dozens of 
schoolmates listened to a teacher’s pep 
talk — probably a necessary one, given 
the barren and garbage-strewn 
playground. “Security has returned to 
Baghdad, city of peace and land of pan-
Arabism,” the teacher told the students, 
many as young as 5, who were loaded 
down with bright backpacks. Basma’s 
mother, Hind Majid, who had just returned 
with her two daughters after a year in 

Egypt waiting out Iraq’s uncertainties, was 
not yet convinced about the security part. 
“I am still fearful of the situation,” she said. 
“I have taken a gamble with my return to 
Iraq.” 
 
UNESCO conference to examine 
state of education in Iraq
Source: UN
Document: Article 
Date: October 14, 2008 
Access: Open 
Over 150 international experts will examine 
the current state of Iraq’s education 
system, with a spotlight on the right to 
attend school, at an upcoming United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization ( ) 
conference in Paris. 

UNESCO
Iraqi educators and 

students, academics and donors, along 

http://thenational.ae/article/20081012/FOREIGN/145755380/1002/NEWS
http://thenational.ae/article/20081012/FOREIGN/145755380/1002/NEWS
http://thenational.ae/
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=80921
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=80921
http://www.irinnews.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/12/world/middleeast/12baghdad.html?_r=1&th&emc=th&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/12/world/middleeast/12baghdad.html?_r=1&th&emc=th&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/iraq/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=28570&Cr=iraq&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=28570&Cr=iraq&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=43677&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
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with representatives of international and 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 
will be among the participants at the 30 
October-1 November event. The war in 

Iraq which began in 2003 has taken a toll 
on educational institutions, with over one 
fifth of Iraqi children not attending school, 
with girls being particularly affected. 

 
 

JEnergyJ 
 

Iraqi Kurds see future in gas
Source: UPI
Document: Report 
Date: October 10, 2008 
Access: Open 
The oil and gas chief of Iraqi Kurdistan says the region will develop its natural gas resources to 
provide electricity to its residents and a planned industrial center, and in the future "export to 
the rest of Iraq." Dana Gas and Crescent Petroleum announced Saturday they began 
sending gas from their Kor Mor field in Sulaimaniya, through a new 112-mile pipeline, to a 
new power plant in Erbil. Iraqis both within and outside the Kurdistan Regional Government's 
three northern provinces suffer steady shortfalls of electricity. "The aim is to replicate some 
similar projects to make sure that in the end we will end shortages and hopefully export to 
the rest of Iraq," KRG Minister of Natural Resources Ashti Hawrami told United Press 
International. 
 

JHumanitarian SpaceJ 
 

JICA says it will open its new office in Iraq soon
Source: JICA
Document: Article 
Date: October 3, 2008 
Access: Open 
As Japan enters a new era of development assistance, the country’s top aid official said 
Thursday (October 2) her agency will shortly open its first office in Iraq to help that battered 
nation try to recover from years of war. Mrs. Sadako Ogata, the president of the Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), addressed the Foreign Correspondents Club in 
Tokyo one day after her agency merged with the overseas economic cooperation section of 
the Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) to form the world’s largest bilateral 
cooperation agency. ‘New JICA’s’ operational volume will be an estimated $10.3 billion in 
fiscal year 2008 and for the first time one organization will be able to offer three schemes of 
help all ‘under one roof’ including technical assistance, soft loans and grant aid.  

 
 

JCoordinationJ  

 
Iraqi National Development 
Strategy 2007-2010
Source: GOI 
Document: Strategy Paper 
Date: March, 2007 
Access: Open 
The National Development Strategy of Iraq 
for the period 2007-2010 
 

ي      ر ف ليب األحم ة للص ة الدولي طة اللجن  أنش
ول  هر أيل راق لش بتمبر /الع 2008س

Source: ICRC
Document: Report 
Date: October 13, 2008 
Access: Open 
ــر   ــليب األحمـــ ــة للصـــ ــة الدوليـــ ــطة اللجنـــ  أنشـــ

ــول  ــهر أيلــ ــراق لشــ ــي العــ 200ســــــــبتمبر /فــ 8

http://www.space.tv/reports/Analysis_Iraqi_Kurds_see_future_in_gas_999.html
http://www.upi.com/
http://www.jica.go.jp/english/news/field/2008/081003.html
http://www.jica.go.jp/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2701
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2701
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2779
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2779
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2779
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2779
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2779
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2779
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2779
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2779
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2779
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2779
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2779
http://www.icrc.org/
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Reference Documents 
 
The Code of Conduct for the ICRC 
and NGOs in Disaster Relief
Source: ICRC
Document: Code of Conduct  
Date: 1994 
Access: Open 
The international code of standards for the 
ICRC and humanitarian NGOs, working in 
disaster relief situations. 
 
UN SC Resolution 1830
Source: UN
Document: SC Resolution  
Date: 2008 
Access: Open 
The latest UN Security Council resolution 
regarding Iraq and UNAMI. 

 

UN SC Resolution 1770
Source: UN
Document: SC Resolution  
Date: 2007 
Access: Open 
The UN Security Council resolution 
regarding Iraq for 2007, including the 
expanded UNAMI mandate 

 
UN SC Resolution 1546
Source: UN
Document: SC Resolution  
Date: 2003 
Access: Open 
The UN Security Council resolution setting 
the mandate of UNAMI 
 
UN SC Resolution 1500
Source: UN
Document: SC Resolution  
Date: 2003 
Access: Open 
The UN Security Council resolution 
establishing UNAMI 
 
International Compact with Iraq
Source: GoI
Document: Compact  
Date: 2006 

Access: Open 
The International Compact is the initiative 
of the Government of Iraq for a new 
partnership with the international 
community. 

 

Helsinki II
Source: CMI
Document: Multi-National Agreement 
Date: July 2008 
Access: Open 
The full text of the Helsinki II agreements 

 

International Reconstruction Fund 
for Iraq
Source: IRFFI
Document: Fund 
Date: 2004 
Access: Open 
Information about the International 
Reconstruction Fund for Iraq 

 

Sphere Standards: English/Arabic
Source: Sphere Project 
Document: Code of Practice 
Date: 2004 
Access: Open 
The Sphere Charter and Minimum 
Standards in Disaster Response.   
 
Iraq’s Political Structure
Source: USAID 
Document: Report 
Date: 2008 
Access: Open 
A description of the political structure of 
Iraq.   
 
Iraqi Legal Database
Source: ILD 
Document: Database (Arabic) 
Date: September 2008 
Access: Open 
All laws, regulations, constitutions and 
orders etc. of Iraq from 1917to 2008. 
 

http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/code-of-conduct-290296
http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/code-of-conduct-290296
http://www.icrc.org/
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/453/88/PDF/N0845388.pdf?OpenElementt
http://www.un.org/
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N07/456/04/PDF/N0745604.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.un.org/
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N04/381/16/PDF/N0438116.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.un.org/
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N03/467/78/PDF/N0346778.pdf?OpenElementt
http://www.un.org/
http://www.iraqcompact.org/ici_document/INTERNATIONAL_COMPACT_WITH_IRAQ_FINAL__English_final_2_.pdf
http://www.iraqcompact.org/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2636
http://www.ahtisaari.fi/
http://www.irffi.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/IRFFI/0,,menuPK:64168276~pagePK:64168245~piPK:64168275~theSitePK:491458,00.html
http://www.irffi.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/IRFFI/0,,menuPK:64168276~pagePK:64168245~piPK:64168275~theSitePK:491458,00.html
http://www.irffi.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/IRFFI/0,,menuPK:64168276~pagePK:64168245~piPK:64168275~theSitePK:491458,00.html
http://www.sphereproject.org/component/option,com_docman/task,cat_view/gid,17/Itemid,26/lang,English/
http://www.sphereproject.org/component/option,com_docman/task,cat_view/gid,45/Itemid,26/lang,English/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2723
http://www.iraq-ild.org/
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Guidelines for relations between US 
armed forces and NGOs
Source: InterAction
Document: Guidelines 
Date: 2005 
Access: Open 
Guidelines for relations between US Armed 
Forces and NGOs in hostile or potentially 
hostile environments 

Air Serv Timetable
Source: NCCI
Document: Timetable 
Date: October 2008 
Access: Members 
Air Serv’s timetable for October 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2776
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2776
http://www.interaction.org/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2773
http://www.ncciraq.org/
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Schedule Updates 
We encourage you to check regularly our Weekly Schedule on our Website for updates. 

 
 Thursday 23  October – Iraq Humanitarian Forum 10am,  NCCI Amman 

 
 Thursday 23 October – NCCI General Assembly 2pm, NCCI Amman (members 

only) 
 

 Saturday 18th October - Annual Political Structure Conference,  Mansour, 
Baghdad 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Updates & Announcements 
If you have an announcement, if you are aware of meetings, events, humanitarian update or if you would like to 

make known some information, please details to webmanager@ncciraq.org

 
 
 

 Call for candidates fro the 30th International Human Rights Training Program, 
Montreal, Canada, June 14 to July 3, 2009. Further information can be found 
here  

 
 Call for nominations of candidates for the 2nd Tri-Cluster training (Health, 

Nutrition and WASH), to be held 3rd-8th November 2008. Further information 
can be found here   

 
 Air Serv October 2008 schedule can be checked here 

 
 CVs can be uploaded here 

 
 CVs can be checked here 

 
 Employment opportunities can be examined here 

Upcoming important dates 
 
 
 
 

mailto:webmanager@ncciraq.org
http://www.equitas.org/english/programs/IHRTP.php
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2745
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article2760
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article204
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article204
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article121
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article120
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