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In the race against the
climate crisis, we can’t
leave anyone behind.

On 19 August 2003, a bomb
attack on the Canal Hotel in
Baghdad, Iraq, killed 22
humanitarian aid workers,
including the UN Special
Representative of the Secretary-
General for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de
Mello. Five years later, the
General Assembly adopted a
resolution designating 19 August
as World Humanitarian Day.

Each year, World Humanitarian
Day focuses on a theme, bringing
together partners from across the
humanitarian system to advocate
for the survival, well-being and
dignity of people affected by
crises, and for the safety and
security of aid workers.

This year, we highlight the
immediate human cost of the
climate crisis by pressuring world
leaders to take meaningful
climate action for the world’s
most vulnerable people.

AHP BANGLADESH CONSORTIUM 
IN HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE
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Flooding in camp, Image: Saikat Mojumder/CMU
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“The climate emergency is a race we are losing, but it is a
race we can win,” says the United Nations Secretary-General
António Guterres. As climate change has been wreaking
havoc all over the world with millions of people losing their
lives and livelihoods, we in CARE urge global leaders to set
up a mechanism to support countries who have contributed
least to global climate emergency but are the hardest hit. On
the week of the World Humanitarian Day, we all should come
together to amplify our collective message to the global
leaders to start taking decisive action to save this planet
which is heading towards an irreversible destruction. The call
to save #TheHumanRace has not been so urgent ever.

#THEHUMANRACE

A GLOBAL CHALLENGE

FOR CLIMATE ACTION IN

SOLIDARITY WITH

PEOPLE WHO NEED IT

THE MOST.

MESSAGE

THEME 2021

With most climate campaigns focused on slowing climate change and securing
the planet's future, World Humanitarian Day 2021 will highlight the immediate
human cost of the climate crisis and pressure world leaders to take meaningful
climate action for the world's most vulnerable people.



AHP DRR Goal
All activities of the AHP Bangladesh Consortium are designed
to improve the well-being of communities and increase positive
coping mechanisms. Additional activities will improve
preparedness for severe weather events and disease
outbreaks.

Outcome 3: Resilience 

Communities are aware of participate in preparedness
Agencies prepare and share crisis response plans.

Vegetation and greening
Improvement to programs and infrastructure to mitigate
spread disaster and Disease.

Rohingya and host communities are more socially
cohesive and resilient to emerging disasters and

shocks.
3.1 Enhanced disaster resilience and mitigation in refugee and
host communities
3.1 A. Communities and humanitarian actors are more prepared
to respond

3.1 B. Environmental improvements mitigate disasters and
disease

Landslides damaged shelter in camp, Image: Saikat Mojumder/CMU
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AHP-DRR Highlights
Cox’s Bazar is at high risk of cyclones, floods and
other natural disasters, with two cyclone seasons
per year. These events present immediate danger
and trigger secondary impacts such as disease
outbreaks. Disaster preparedness is a cross-
cutting issue of the JRP, including through
development of a 72-hour inter-sector response
plan. Preparedness initiatives relate to both camp
and host community settings, seeking to
strengthen the resilience of affected populations. 

Objective 3 of the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade’s (DFAT) Humanitarian Strategy
articulates Australia’s focus on strengthening
preparedness. the program has been designed to
be flexible, and DFAT has encouraged this
through the inclusion in the package of an
outcome focused on resilience that supports
agencies to prepare for and respond to 'emerging
disasters and shocks'. The AHP Bangladesh
Consortium is contributing to meeting these needs
in key areas including education, life skills,
protection, disaster and crisis preparedness,
WASH and health.

Communities’ resilience relies on their ability to
work together and their preparedness for shocks.
In addition to the global threat of COVID-19, the
location of host and Rohingya communities makes
them vulnerable to natural disasters. 

As such, it is critical to mitigate exposure and
prepare for both health related and disaster-
related shocks. One particularly important
mechanism for mitigation and response is
improved social cohesion. Resource scarcity and
rapid change stress relations between
communities. To counter this, agencies must
invest in mechanisms that increase cohesiveness
and facilitate more organic coping mechanisms
and community support during crises. 



AHP - DRR Collaboration
Written by Md. Saifur Rahman, Program Officer, Consortium Management Unit

Unforeseen challenge of Covid-19 has been taken a considerable tool on human life especially for Rohingya and host
community in Cox’s Bazar. In the first and perhaps second years of programming, all AHP agencies are actively involved
in COVID-19 mitigation and community recovery. Very recently, devastating flood and landslide due to heavy monsoon
rainfall and high winds have been affected Rohingya refugee camps and host communities in Cox's Bazar (Chittagong
Division, south-eastern Bangladesh) since July 27 to first week of August. At least 21 individuals have died, and over
21,000 people have been forced to from their homes. Refugee shelters, roads, basic health clinics, distribution stations,
and latrines have all been severely damaged. AHP agencies have immediately started their responses under their
respective programs considering the urgency of saving human lives.

Aid agencies have improved shelter conditions, constructed safer infrastructure, and increased monsoon readiness in
the camps during the last two years. The humanitarian response, on the other hand, continues to be severely
underfunded. Only a third of the $920 million needed to fulfill the needs of Rohingya refugees and host communities in
Bangladesh has been allocated to the 2019 Joint Response Plan for the Rohingya humanitarian crisis. “The shelter
materials and disaster risk reduction training provided to the refugees in 2018 are insufficient for protection against
adverse weather conditions,” according to the Joint Response Plan. In this case, the AHP DRR response is a very timely
and in-demand program. We firmly believe that the move to work with various local and international organizations to
assess and mitigate the risks of natural disasters will bring long-term benefits in the Rohingya and host community life.

Agencies have cooperated with local groups to address developing needs and avert a future disaster. Natural disasters
like as monsoon floods and cyclones have already wreaked havoc on the Rohingya and host communities' humanitarian
situation, and they are certain to inflict much more devastation in the future. Disaster partners created contingency risk
mitigation and disaster risk reduction methods, as well as joint disaster mitigation and response plans, to decrease
disaster risk.
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AHP
ACHIEVEMENT

ON DRR
THE LIVING CONDITIONS OF
THE CAMP RESIDENTS ARE

IMPROVED THROUGH
PARTICIPATORY DRR

WORKS IN CLOSE
COORDINATION WITH BOTH

REFUGEES AND HOST
COMMUNITIES. 

Cash for work activities in camp under DRR Activities, Image: Saikat Mojumder/CMU



Disaster Challenges and Expectation 
Written by SK. Obaidul Hoque (Shamim), Project Coordinator, Young Power in Social Action (YPSA)

Strong wind and heavy shower cause damage to the LCs every year.
Flood sometimes wash away the LCs or the fences and become dangerous for children.
Many learning centres (LCs) are built on slopes of hills or on top of a stoop that is challenging to access for children
with disabilities.
During storm tin roof of LCs may loosen and hit other sheds or people.
Due to lack of big trees young learners suffer from heat during summer season.
Rain causes flood and standing water on the access road and even inside the LCs, damages learning materials and
equipment.
Soil erosion happens during monsoon every year and many people get injured and lost lives. 

Strong advocacy and initiative for improved facilities and structure inside camp.
LCs’ strong foundation so that flood and other disaster can’t affect the LCs during monsoon season. 
LCs consisting of at least four rooms.
Tree plantation initiatives throughout the year.
First aid training for children and community.
Enhanced child friendly supports.

The influx in 2017 put the Rohingyas in 34 camps in Cox’s Bazar. To accommodate the huge number of people
overnight, trees, and hills in Ukhiya and Teknaf were cut down which has impacted the environment. Due to these
sudden changes and imbalance in the nature, disasters like storm and heavy shower caused flash floods and mud
slides which is why people have been suffering from injuries and casualties. The shelter sheds in the Rohingya refugee
camps are temporary in nature and are made of bamboo and plastic sheeting that are not enough strong to fight against
even strong wind. The downpour during monsoon often brings water that flows into their sheds and washes away weak
structures and humans. People also suffer from excessive heat during summer as there are no or very few trees. 
These changes in the climate and many natural disasters, children suffer most. To support them and continue their
learning, we, the humanitarians also face various challenges.

Challenges:

Expectation:
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Road flooded badly in camp, Image: Saikat Mojumder/CMU



Beneficiary Interview:
Interview taken by Ayesha Akter, Sr. Inclusion

Officer, CDD

In commemoration of the World Humanitarian Day for
2021, humanitarian workers worldwide are taking
collective actions to address the global challenge for
climate action in solidarity with people who need it the
most. However, in Rohingya humanitarian context, self-
engagement of people with disabilities has been limited
as beneficiaries of humanitarian services. In the search
for appropriate solutions, it is therefore essential to
consult people with disabilities and ensure they are
raising their concerns. To that end, an interview was
conducted with Md. Musharraf, a 17-year old boy who
currently lives in Rohingya refugee camp 19 and is a
member of Youth Club led by World vision under the
AHP project. Musharraf has vision, intellectual and
physical impairment by birth and is unable to move and
walk without caregiver support. The recent flood in the
camp destroyed most of his neighbors’ houses. Although
his house was safe, the situation put him and his family
at severe risk. Besides, they were not even aware about
their rescue in that situation. Below is an account of the
hurdles experienced by him and his family.

Musharraf says that “Due to the flood and heavy raining,
I couldn’t step outside my house for playing, gossiping,
and walking which has upset me. It would be great to
have access to a safe and large shelter where we can
move to easily during any disaster”. Md. Noor, father of
Musharraf shared that “The limbs of my child swelled up
when he couldn’t move during the flooding. 

This has increased his mobility challenges and dependency
on family members for daily activities. In an emergency,

Musharraf also needs additional support to transfer him to a
safe place. It would be great if we had a stable shelter as
that would reduce our stress to save family members and

important documents, materials and assets from any harm.”
Mr. Jubayer, community leader (Block Majhi, Camp 19) also

shared that “Latrine is far from Musharraf’s house that
makes it difficult for him to use during any disaster, so his
family members have to provide extra support to him. It

would be great if humanitarian agencies install latrine and
water facilities nearer to the shelter of people with

disabilities. Besides, people in the community also do not
know how to help people with disabilities. In this regard, CiC
volunteers and humanitarian organizations could train us on

disaster preparedness and rescue mechanisms.”

Musharraf and his father in Camp 19: Image/CDD
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Rohingya Camp, Image: Saikat Mojumder/CMU

THE ELDERLY, CHILDREN, AND PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES WERE RECOGNIZED AS
THE MOST VULNERABLE, BUT WERE WELL TAKEN CARE OF BY FAMILIES AND

COMMUNITIES. A LESS VISIBLE GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES THAT ARE
OUTSIDE OF COMMUNITY STRUCTURES EMERGED AS PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE IN

DISASTER CONTEXTS.
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Immediate Penalties of Climate Calamity on Women and Girls
Written by Sadikur Rahman, Gender Advisor, Plan

World Humanitarian Day 2021, is highlighting the immediate consequences of the climate emergency for the world's
most vulnerable people and ensure that their voices are heard. Every disaster affects women and girls hugely which
spikes gender-based violence including rape and early/forced marriage etc. UNESCO shows, 1 in 5 refugee or
displaced women in complex humanitarian settings have experienced sexual violence, and girls are 2.5 times more
likely to be out of school in conflict affected countries than their counterpart conflict free countries. Millions of people
losses their homes, livelihoods and lives every year. Due to reduced mobility, many women and girls, older people and
children died as a result of failing to escape. Also, at the cyclone shelter has a common absence of culturally
appropriate hygienic facilities and lack of privacy and separate toilets for women and adolescent girls, which may
worsen the health and security situation for them and become psychologically traumatized. The pregnant women suffer
the most, even some of them give birth disabled children. 

Bangladesh has experienced some devastating cyclones like SIDR, AILA, Mahasen and women and girls particularly
exposed to climate-related disaster risk and they suffered higher rates of mortality, morbidity and economic damage to
their livelihoods. In 1991 cyclone and flood in Bangladesh, women’s death rate was almost five times higher than men.
As disaster warning information spread out among men first, and women and girls are not allowed to leave the house
without a male relative and the majority of women don’t know how to swim, also, the traditional clothes of Bangladeshi
women and girls could restrict their mobility which resulted a quick escape during emergency situation become difficult.
A study reported that, during the 1998 flood in Bangladesh, there was hugely increased perinea rashes and urinary tract
infections of adolescent girls because they were not able to properly wash and dry their menstrual rags. It is commonly
found that, the pregnant, breastfeeding and menstruating women are at risk of compromising their health after
disasters. Scarcity of suitable places for breastfeeding, proper sanitary materials such as women’s underwear pose
great hazards for women during and post disasters health condition. So, those issues of vulnerable people need to be
addressed in humanitarian and disaster response.

Disability inclusive Climate Induced Disaster Management
Written by Mr. Ahsan Ullah Sarker, Disability Rights Advocate, CBM

In the world, Bangladesh leads in the list of countries that are likely to be affected most due to climate induced
disasters. In Bangladesh, Cox’s Bazar is one of the most disaster prone areas and climate induced disasters like floods
and droughts are quite common. Deforestation, one of the major contributors for climate change, is a fairly common
practice in Bangladesh and Cox’s Bazar is no different. After the Rohingya influx and during the last few years, around
3000 - 3500 acres of land and hills were deforested to make shelters for the refugees. In July 2021, due to the
excessive rainfall, Cox’s Bazar especially the Rohingya refugee camps have experienced several landslides where 20
people died while several hundreds were injured and thousands became homeless. The entire infrastructure, including
the physical communication system collapsed which was felt most severely by persons with disabilities as they lost their
freedom of movement completely. During the initial stages of shelter allocation, lack of data and proper knowledge
among the humanitarian agencies regarding the prevalence and concentration of persons with disabilities in the camp
areas were the key reasons behind the accessibility issues currently faced by this group. Also, the priority of including
this group in the response mechanism is frequently ignored that forces them to become more vulnerable in
emergencies, especially during any climate-induced disasters.The situation after the recent disaster at the Rohingya
camps is no different.



AHP Bangladesh Consortium provided High-Quality, Lifesaving Aid to
Rohingya Refugees and Host Communities in Cox’s Bazar
Written by Ashutosh Dey, Head of Operations, Cox's Bazar, Oxfam

Since 2017, Oxfam and our partners have been working to provide high-quality, lifesaving aid to Rohingya refugees and
host communities in Cox’s Bazar. Due to climate change disaster frequencies are increasing day by day and Cox’s
Bazar is a disaster-prone district as well. Every year Cyclone, Flash Flood, Seasonal Flood and Landslide occurs in
Cox’s Bazar. Throughout this response, we have often found ourselves contending with an emergency-on-top of an
emergency—this past year we experienced new challenges to service delivery and staff safety due to the COVID-19
pandemic, a difficult monsoon/cyclone season, and donor fatigue as the crisis enters its fourth year. We saw a spike in
fires in the camps, including a devastating blaze in March which burned 10,000 shelters, injured hundreds, and
displaced 45,000 people.Working closely with our partners, Oxfam continues to be a leader in providing high-quality
WASH, Gender, Protection, and Emergency Food Security and Vulnerable Livelihoods (EFSVL) programming. We
adapted our work to the changing COVID-19 context, drawing on our expertise and user-centred design to create
contactless handwashing stations. We continue to operate the largest Faecal Sludge Management plant in a
humanitarian context and have begun construction of a second in Kutupalong. COVID19 has had a profound impact on
life for both refugees and host communities in Cox’s Bazar—increasing economic vulnerability and exacerbating
existing protection risks. 

Throughout the year, our strong protection monitoring program has documented these trends and—working closely with
the advocacy team—provided evidence to sound the alarm for both the humanitarian community and donors. Oxfam’s
Gender team has been instrumental in supporting two multi-agency Rapid Gender Analysis Reports, which issued
findings and recommendations about the impact of the pandemic on women and girls in both the refugee and host
community.Oxfam’s Emergency Food Security and Vulnerable Livelihoods (EFSVL) team has provided life-skills
training to women and adolescents from host and refugee communities, contributing to their income around 2000-5000
BDT per-month. This group collectively produced 141,000 cloth masks and 30,900 reusable sanitary napkins. To
prevent negative coping mechanisms, we provided 15.2 million BDT among 3380 of the most vulnerable host
community households, using an electronic transfer system. Each vulnerable Covid 19 affected family received
BDT4500 (Four thousand Five hundred) as humanitarian multipurpose cash support to reduce their immediate
sufferings.
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Flood in camp 22, Surface Water Treatment Plant (SWAT), and water supply situation- emergency response plant damaged /Image: Oxfam
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Explosive eruption of Mount Merapi on the island of
Java, Indonesia, August 8, 2021 created lava and
smokes, blanketing nearby towns and villages in a
layer of ash. 
Heavy rain heated in the northeast of North Korea
on 1-3 August, 2021, damaged 1100 homes.
One person died and three villages were evacuated
through dozens of wild fires in Albania throughout
this August, 2021. 
As of Aug. 8, a total of 39,267 wildfires were listed
in the U.S., burned more than 3.54 million acres,
whereas Canada experienced 5,619 fires that had
burned more than 9.1 million acres (3.7 million
hectares).
More than 135,000 acres (55,000 hectares) were
burned, eight people were killed by almost 225 fires
in 47 provinces of Turkey.

`Stop Procrastination, Take Immediate Action. Put a STOP in Climate Crisis.'
Written by Mahpara Alam, Project Manager, LWF-RDRS Emergency Program (LREP), RDRS Bangladesh

These are only some data from August 2021. Now a very
quick question could be arisen that what these incidents of
mother earth are actually insinuating to the humanity? Do we
people realize the urge? Now, this is high time, we need to
be concerned about the climate disaster of the world as it is
striking more gigantically, more forcefully every day, every
year and make people wider open to vulnerability. 
This year World Humanitarian Day-2021 is focusing on our
supreme commitment towards mother earth, that’s reminding
us about the fact that by all means we have to work together
to make some positive effort to slow down those agents that
causes climate crisis and to bring some positive impact for
humanity. So, on this very special event of “World
Humanitarian Day-2021”, we will sing together, we will shout
together with the only slogan “Stop procrastination, Take
immediate action. Put a STOP in climate crisis.”

Landslides and Flash Floods Cost Numerous Lives in The Refugee Camp
Written by Shahadat Hossen, Program Manager, Plan

World Humanitarian Day is held every year on 19 August to pay honor to aid workers who risk their lives in
humanitarian service, and to rally support for people affected by crises around the world. Plan International Bangladesh
(PIB) has been implementing several projects focused on humanitarian responses while DFAT funded AHP consortium
project is one of them. The AHP project continues to provide humanitarian assistance to the Rohingya and local host
community people. Due to climate change drought or heavy rains, Flood, flash floods, landslides, waterlogging caused
by heavy rains and fire incident been seen in Cox’s Bazar. As a result, thousands of people are losing their shelter,
homes, lives, and livelihoods opportunity. In response to that PIB has been continuing their response for the affected
people particularly children, women, disabilities, and minorities. PIB has been providing early childhood education,
adolescent life skills and livelihood, case management, income generating opportunities, social cohesion building and
NFI support like- Wash Kits, hygiene kits, crockeries items, unconditional cash support, etc. among the affected
peoples. We need to save lives and livelihoods which requires urgent action to address both the pandemic and the
climate emergency. It is expected that World Humanitarian Day 2021 will highlight the immediate human cost of the
climate crisis and pressure world leaders to take meaningful climate action for the world’s most vulnerable people.

Contact: AHP Bangladesh Consortium, Consortium Management Unit (CMU), 
 EMail: neenashamsun.nahar@care.org, Cell: 01781166587


