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While polio mainly affects young children, adults are 
also considered to be at risk of the current outbreak. 
For this reason, for the first time in Somalia adults were 
vaccinated against polio together with children in Mogad-
ishu, where the majority of the cases were reported. 

The risk of a large polio outbreak in the Horn of Africa 
and beyond remains high. Urgent and active searches 
for additional cases of suspected polio in all health 
facilities are on-going in all of Somalia.  All countries in 
the WHO Regions of Africa and the Eastern Mediter-
ranean have been urged to heighten their surveillance 
for poliovirus. WHO’s International Travel and Health  

recommends that all travellers to and from polio-
infected areas be fully vaccinated against polio.

The humanitarian community joins hands against polio: 
Response to the polio outbreak was marked by an 
incredible collaboration of Health Cluster and other 
partners to assist the Health Authorities in vaccination 
activities. More than 50 staff members from UN agen-
cies and NGOs have been mobilized to monitor the 
outbreak response vaccination in Banadir. Responding 
to the polio outbreak is considered as one of the top 
priority of the Somalia Humanitarian Country Team for 
the next six months.Children figure-marked after receiving the polio vaccine
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Poliomyelitis (polio)
Polio is a highly infectious disease caused by the 
polio virus which invades the nervous system, 
and can cause irreversible paralysis (usually in 
the legs) or even death. The polio virus (scientifi-
cally known as the Wild Poliovirus - WPV) enters 
through the mouth, in water or food contaminated 
with faecal material from an infected person. The 
virus multiplies in the intestine and is excreted by 
the infected person in faeces, which can pass on 
the virus to others.




