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There was an upward trend in global cereal prices in March 2022, partly because of the Ukraine
crisis, which halted shipments of grain and fuel through the Black Sea but also due to concerns
over crop conditions in the United States of America. Global cereal prices will likely remain high in
the coming months.

Staple food prices in most markets across Eastern Africa trended

seasonally above long-term trends, with the highest price increase

observed in Ethiopia, Somalia, and Sudan during the reporting

period (2022Q1). Drought, conflict, the Ukraine crisis and macro-

economic challenges were the key drivers of high food prices

Highlights

WFP/ Marco Frattini

In Southern Somalia where risk of famine has been flagged,
sorghum and maize prices are higher than levels observed during
the 2016/17 drought and the 2008 global food price crisis and are
fast approaching the 2011 famine record peak.

While headline inflation increased during 2022Q1 in most of the
countries, the food inflation accelerated even more rapidly on the
backdrop of weaker currencies and mounting macro-economic
challenges.

There is a growing concern that renewed inflationary pressure on essential supplies could

potentially reach or surpass the 2008 global food price crisis levels in most countries in the

region with detrimental effects on net food buyers. The uncertainty over the crop prospects of

the 2022 long season will aggravate the pre-existing financial and macro-economic

vulnerabilities.
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International grain prices generally firmed up

during the first quarter of 2022 (Figure 1).

According to FAO, the surge in global prices of

wheat and coarse grains is largely driven by

conflict-related export disruptions from Ukraine

and to a lesser extent, from the Russian

Federation. The loss of exports from the Black

Sea region exacerbated the already tight global

availability of wheat that has been weighed down

by concerns over crop conditions in the USA. The

reference wheat prices rose sharply in March

2022, rising by 28 percent m-o-m, 80 percent y-o-

y and more than doubled (111%) against the five

year average. Maize grain prices were at record

highest level for the first time since 2013, rising

by 15 percent m-o-m and 35 percent y-o-y and

85% against the five-year average.

On the contrast, Thai A1 supper rice price

remained stable m-o-m and against the five-year

average while declined (16%) y-o-y, supported by

ample global availabilities (Table 1).

Global cereal prices 

Fig. 1: International Grain Prices 

Tab. 1: Average International Cereal Price change 
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Overall, staple cereal prices followed typical seasonal

patterns in most countries within the region during 2022Q1.

However, exceptionally high prices were observed in Ethiopia,

Somalia, Sudan and South Sudan due to a combination of

multiple factors including macro-economic shocks, the effect

of the Ukraine crisis, failed seasonal harvests caused by

below average rains/eastern Horn of Africa drought and

conflict.

Impact of conflict on food prices

Commodity

Price 

(USD/ton)

Mar-22 1M 1Y 5Y

US (Gulf) Wheat (US No. 2) 493 28% 80% 111%

US (Gulf) Maize (US No. 2, Yellow) 336 15% 36% 85%

Thailand (Bangkok) Rice (Thai A1 Super) 407 1% -16% 2%

Price Change 

Given the key role Russia and Ukraine play in the global cereal and oilseeds supply, it is anticipated that global

cereal prices will likely remain high in the coming months mainly due to trade disruptions around the Black Sea

and reduced output of up to 50% from Ukraine because of mined fields and lack of fertilizers. This will exacerbate

the already tight global cereal supplies and increase the risks of shortage. FAO forecasts that global food prices will

potentially increase by another 8 to 22 percent due to the Ukraine crisis. The continued rise in global cereal prices

will have implications on local consumers, particularly in high import dependent countries which are concurrently

facing mounting macro-economic challenges.

Mekelle Adwa Shire

Mixed Teff 23% 2% 2%

Maize Grain 26% 15% 10%

Wheat flour 13% 67% 26%

Barley 25% 42% 6%

Pasta 40% 5% 60%

Palm Oil (cooking) 46% 30% 36%

Diesel 147% 80% 79%

Tab. 2: Price change (Jan 2022 compared to Nov. 2021) 

Due to major supply and livelihood
disruptions caused by road blockade, food
prices in Tigray remained above average in
most markets. Price monitoring survey
conducted in January 2022 revealed limited
food supply from central markets to Tigray,
resulting in increased prices for most
commodities since July 2021. The main
Mekelle, Adwa and Shire markets were the
most affected by high food prices (Table 2),
rising by 26-67 percent for wheat flour, 40-60
percent for pasta, 25-45 percent for barley
and 30-46 percent for cooking oil. Diesel had
the highest price jump (79-147%) during the
reporting period. Cereal and fuel prices in
the conflict affected Tigray Region remained
significantly above (21-51%) those in Dessie,
the main supply market for NE Ethiopia.

In Somalia, there is a risk of famine due to a
combination of factors, including higher
staple cereal prices due to reduction in local
production, impact of Ukraine’s crisis and
local conflicts.

In Ethiopia, the Tigray crisis which has lasted about 17
months continued to limit food supply, market availability
and functioning in the northern regions during 2022Q1.

https://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/
https://farmpolicynews.illinois.edu/2022/04/harvest-of-some-ukrainian-crops-could-fall-by-half-as-its-grain-export-projections-pared-down/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CHalf%20of%20Harvests%20in%20Crop,local%20consumption%20than%20for%20export.
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The cost of living, measured by headline inflation,
increased in 2022Q1 (fig. 2). The February 2022 y-o-y
inflation was highest in Sudan at triple digits (258%),
followed by Ethiopia (34%) and Burundi (13%) while
trending below 10 percent in the rest of the
countries.

The food inflation rose even more rapidly (Table 3)
from November 2021, more so in Burundi (from 8%
to 16%), Somalia (from 7% to 13%), Ethiopia (from
39% to 42%) and Rwanda (from negative 12% to 1%).
The rising inflation rates is attributed to a
combination of factors including soaring food and
fuel prices and depreciated currencies.

Tab. 4: Inflation & Exchange Rates
Regional currencies have lost value against the

USD over the last one year (table 4). The highest

local currency depreciation was recorded in

Sudan (39%), followed by Ethiopia (26%) and

Kenya (6%). The trade deficit for Sudan has

been above 50- 60% during the past 5 years,

together with low reserves have resulted in

limited supply of foreign currency, causing the

waves in currency devaluation.

Burundi’s and Rwanda’s Francs lost about 2-3%

of their value against the US $.

Cereal prices across the eastern Horn of

Africa are very high due to the combined

effects of macro-economic crunch and

drought following three consecutive failed

seasons. In Southern Somalia, red sorghum

prices have more than doubled from the

previous year, higher than levels observed

during the 2016/17 drought and the 2008

global food price crisis and are fast

approaching the 2011 record levels when

famine was declared (fig. 3). Similar price

trends are observed for pasta in Gode in

southern Ethiopia.
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Fig. 3: Retail prices (SoSh/kg) of sorghum in select markets in Somalia 

The South Sudanese Pound (SSP) on the other hand gained value (by 42%) against the US $, supported by the
IMF Rapid Credit Facility (RCF) and the increased earnings from the higher international crude oil prices and
regular auctioning of the US dollars through commercial banks.

Table 3: change in food inflation (m-o-m) over the last 4 months 

Whereas most countries recorded increased annual inflation, some registered declining or stable rates,
with y-o-y headline inflation in South Sudan declining by 32 percent (from 18.3% to -13.3%), supported by
relatively calm political environment, appreciated local currency (SSP) and increased supplies from
seasonal harvest. In Sudan, the decline in headline inflation was higher (72%), because of the below
average main October to February seasonal harvests. Moreover, there has been reduced demand for
commodities in Sudan in the last five months following renewed cycle of economic slow-down. Seasonal
harvests in late 2021 in Uganda, Kenya and Rwanda helped stabilize headline inflation in February 2022.

country Nov Dec Jan Feb

Burundi 8% 10% 14% 16%

Djibouti 4% 4% 3% 4%

Ethiopia 39% 42% 40% 42%

Kenya 10% 9% 9% 9%

Rwanda -12% -10% -3% 1%

Somalia 7% 7% 12% 13%

Sudan 340% 318% 260% 258%

Uganda 5% 6% 5% 5%

2021 2022

LCU/USD     

(March 2022)

Country

Feb 2022        

y-o-y

change from 

Feb 2021 1945.0

March 2022   

m-o-m

March 2022    

y-o-y

Burundi 13% 7% 41.3 0% -3%

Ethiopia 34% 13% 115.0 0% -26%

Kenya 6% 0% -1% -6%

Rwanda 4% 2% 575.0 0% -2%

Somalia 6% 1% 175.0 6% 2%

South Sudan -13% -32% 380.0 1% 42%

Sudan 258% -72% 3655.0 -19% -39%

Uganda 3% 1% 1% 2%

Headline Infaltion

Currency fluctuation/ 

change against the US $

Inflation  and Exchange rates

Impact of drought on food prices
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The Ukraine crisis has the potential to negatively
affect food security in the short-term through
reduced food supplies, availability & accessibility
and higher food, fuel and fertilizer prices. This is
particularly so given the region’s high dependence
on these imports from Russia and Ukraine (Fig. 4), a
sizeable global cereal price exposure that puts
additional risk of higher import food prices. There
is also additional risk of seaborne trade disruptions
by lockdowns in China to prevent the spread of
COVID-19.

According to the World Bank, the largest cereal
importers in the region are; Ethiopia (USD 864
million), Kenya (USD 797 million) and Sudan (USD
1.8 billion) on annual basis. In Sudan, cereals
account for 17 percent of all imports. A recent WFP
analysis, found that prices of cooking oil, bread, and
wheat flour have already reached new records in
local markets, while fuel prices and cost of living are
on the rise, increasing concerns of higher and more
volatile prices. In Djibouti for instance, food prices
particularly wheat, vegetable oil, fruits and
vegetable increased significantly in February 2022
by 17-24 percent y-o-y for the first time since 2011.
Its expected that prices of most cereals will increase
through substitution as countries attempt to fill the
gap in wheat imports with alternatives.

Impact of Ukraine crisis on vegetable oil, wheat products , fuel and fertilizer prices

Fig. 4: Share of wheat imports to Eastern Africa
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While the international vegetable oil prices have been

on the rise since early 2021, the Ukraine crisis fuelled

additional price increase fears in Eastern Africa given

that over 70 percent of total global production of

sunflower oil is from Russia and Ukraine while Sudan

and Kenya imports 30% and 44% of their sun flower oil

from Russia and Ukraine respectively.

Vegetable oil price remained significantly above the five

year average in Eastern Africa in February 2022 with

Somalia, Ethiopia, and South Sudan recording the

highest average price increase compared to 5-year

average (at least 80 percent). The significant variations

observed across the region are potentially due to

differences in domestic tax regimes in addition to

macro-economic drivers like inflation, weak currencies,

increased fuel prices and transport / transaction costs.
Fuel prices have increased to about 20

percent y-o-y in February 2022 in Eastern

Africa; the highest jump reported in Somalia

(37%), Uganda (32%) and Burundi (24%). This

was after crude oil prices increased sharply

in the global markets in February 2022 (11%

m-o-m & 53% y-o-y), the highest level since

2008, following concerns around significant

supply disruptions amid escalated

geopolitical tensions in Eastern Europe.

Comparatively, fuel prices in April 2022 were

highest in Sudan but lowest in Ethiopia.

Increased fuel prices are passed on to

customers through transport costs and

higher food prices. World Bank had projected

that higher energy and metal prices will likely

have immediate and substantive ripple

effects on input and product markets.

Map. 1

More than 
50% of 
wheat  

imports are 
from both  
Russia & 
Ukraine

Fig.5: Vegetable oil price change (Feb 2022 vs. the 5YA
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https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000138223/download/
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000138223/download/
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000138223/download/
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In line with the above drivers, current food prices are higher than long-term average in Eastern Africa; very high in

Sudan, South Sudan, Ethiopia & South-Central Somalia; moderately higher in Rwanda, Djibouti, Burundi, Kenya

and in Uganda.

Widespread shortages of fuel persisted in most countries because of uncertainty in

global oil supplies. Kenya for instance is facing an unprecedented fuel crisis,

characterized by shortages, rationing and long queues, caused by hoarding amid

uncertainties over the State-backed fuel subsidy. This has disrupted transport and food

supplies while exerting additional pressure on food prices. There is a growing concern

that the region could experience food price crisis similar to the 2008 global food crisis

due to concurrent convergence of multiple shocks on food systems.

Kenya and Ethiopia import a combined US $ 26 million worth of fertilizers annually from

Russia and to a small extent Belarus (Fig. 6). The Russia-Ukraine crisis war may further

reduce access to fertilizers, which together with projected below normal and poorly

distributed March April May seasonal rains will reduce crop production and continue

disrupting food markets. Fertilizer prices have risen, having more than doubled in Kenya,

50kg bag of fertilizer was costing KShs 6,000 up from KShs 3,000 months prior to the

Ukraine invasion.

14.60 

11.10 

2.17 

5.05 

0.87 

Kenya

Ethiopia

Uganda

Russian Federation

Belarus

Ukraine

Elsewhere

Fig. 6: Fertilizer imports, average 
Trade Value (mill. US$) 2017-’20

Increased costs of crude oil and food imports piles additional macro-economic risks in most countries of Eastern
Africa in the form of inflation shocks, currency depreciation, narrower balance of payments, trade imbalances and
increased budget pressure against widening fiscal deficits & mounting public debts and likely slower economic
recovery from COVID-19 impacts. Food insecurity will worsen through different pathways, primarily via loss of
purchasing power because of inflation and slow employment growth. The urban poor will be disproportionately
affected, given their high reliance on markets for food which also accounts for a large fraction of household
spending.

Map. 2

Regional overview of staple cereal prices 



Burundi

Throughout 2022Q1, most staple cereal prices followed

seasonal patterns trending above a year ago and 5-year

average levels. Maize and cassava flour prices retailed

between 18-37 percent above the 5-year average levels and

between 9-39 percent above one year ago levels between

January and March, though exhibiting downward trend

throughout the period. Similarly, the national average bean

price declined between January through march, with price

trending between 0-13 percent below the 5-year average and

8-26 percent below a year ago levels. Despite the below

average beans and maize for harvest 2022 A, the ease in

prices is attributed to the new harvests entering markets

supplemented by previous season’s stocks, according to

FEWS NET. Additionally, imports entering the market from

neighbouring countries also improved availability locally

stabilizing prices in quarter one.

The national average price for most staple cereals in the
country remained stable throughout 2022Q1 except for
wheat flour, pasta and cooking oil which registered sharp
price increase as from February, reflecting the rising
international wheat prices in the global markets witnessed
since Russian invasion of Ukraine. The national average
prices of rice and red sorghum trended seasonably, almost
at same levels recorded a year ago and five-year average
level, with significant variations across markets. In
particular, red sorghum retailed at least 45 percent above 5-
year average price in Dikhil while retailing below five-year
average throughout first quarter in other markets. Beans
price followed seasonal pattern trading between 245-258
DJF/kg, 8-14 percent above the five years average and
almost same levels it traded a year ago. Relative monthly
food price stability in the country is attributed to stable
exchange rates controlled by the government.

Country updates
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Staple food prices remained very high in most parts of

Ethiopia throughout year 2021 and during 2022Q1

mainly because of the Tigray crisis and the failed meher

seasonal harvests in most parts affected by the ongoing

drought in the southern and southeast regions. The

combined effect of these two factors in addition to

macro-economic challenges sustained the upward

pressure on staple cereals (maize, teff and sorghum)

prices above the five-year average and previous year

levels in most markets during first quarter of 2022.

Wholesale maize prices traded at least 150 percent

above the five-year average in Bahir Dar and Diredawa

markets. Mekelle has the highest teff prices in the

country, the widely consumed cereal in urban areas.

Ethiopia 

Djibouti

Fig. 7: National staple food price trends

Fig. 10: Staples price trends in selected markets 

Fig. 8: Staple cereal price trends in Djibouti

500

600

700

800

900

1000

1100

1200

1300

1400

1500

J F M A M
J J A S O N D J F M A M
J J A S O N D J F M A M
J J A S O N D

Maize Beans Cassava Flour

B
R

F
ra

n
c/

k
g

5yr Average 2021 2022

50

100

150

200

250

300

J F M A M
J J A S O N D J F M A M
J J A S O N D J F M A M
J J A S O N D

Beans Rice (Imported) Sorghum (red)

D
JT

 F
ra

n
c/

k
g

5yr Average 2021 2022

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

5000

J F M A M
J J A S O N D J F M A M
J J A S O N D J F M A M
J J A S O N D

Bahir Dar (Maize) Addis Ababa (Teff) Diredawa(Maize)

B
ir

r/
1

0
0

 k
g

5yr Average 2021 2022

+24% increase y-o-

y

+ 17% increase  y-

o-y

+24% increase y-o-y

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

Ja
n

F
e

b

M
a

r

A
p

r

M
a

y

Ju
n

Ju
l

A
u

g

S
e

p

O
ct

N
o

v

D
e

c

Ja
n

F
e

b

M
a

r

A
p

r

M
a

y

Ju
n

Ju
l

A
u

g

S
e

p

O
ct

N
o

v

D
e

c

Ja
n

F
e

b

2020 2021 2022

Oil (vegetable) Pasta Wheat flour

Fig. 9: Trends in selected food prices

https://fews.net/east-africa/burundi/food-security-outlook/february-2022
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Kenya

Staple food prices remained high through 2022Q1 in

most markets mainly because below average production.

According to FEWS NET, maize production in the country

significantly dropped in in the past two seasons by 88

and 47 percent below five-year average volumes in long

and short rainy seasons respectively. During 2022Q1,

maize price showed mixed trends, increasing steadily in

some markets while slightly reducing in others, the latter

attributable to supply from the below -to-average rain

rains seasonal harvest. In January 2022, prices were

significantly high in major maize producing regional

markets with prices trending at least 24- 45 percent

above the five-year average and previous year levels in

Eldoret and Nakuru markets mainly due to reduced

availability. In most ASAL regional markets, maize price

was elevated retailing up to 77 Ksh/kg in some markets.

Rwanda

The national average price of beans trended below

average throughout 2022Q1, ranging between 309-351

RWF per kg, at least 19 and 31 percent lower than the 5-

year average and a year ago levels. Very minimal variation

was seen across markets, with record low beans price in

most markets mainly driven by seasonal

December/January harvests entering markets, and

availability of carryover stocks from the previous season.

Through 2022Q1, maize price followed seasonal patterns

trending 15-19 percent above five-year average levels and

5-21 percent above levels recorded same time last year

but reduced m-o-m in 2002Q1, supported by ample

supplies from seasonal harvests in January. According to

Rwanda CO Update, other foods such as animal products

(meat, eggs, and milk) were higher than average in

quarter one due to supply shortages experienced since

last quarter of 2021.

At the beginning of the year food prices continued to

increase in most parts of the country mainly due to

consecutive three failed seasonal harvests caused by the

ongoing drought, with highest average price increase

recorded in drought hit areas of South-Central Somalia.

The current rising fuel prices is fuelling additional food

inflation risks through increased transportation costs.

Maize price for instance retailed at over 180 percent

above the five-year average and at least 160 percent

above previous year in Balcad throughout quarter one. As

of February, the average price of maize in most markets

was between 25-70 percent above 5-year average levels.

Similar trends were observed for red sorghum in which

prices are at par with the 2016/17 levels and are nearing

2011 famine and the 2008 global food price crisis levels in

some markets in the South.

Fig. 11: Maize price trends in Kenya

Fig. 12: Staple cereals price trends in Rwanda

Fig. 13: Maize price trends in selected markets in Somalia Somalia

Somalia
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/KENYA_Food_Security_Outlook_Feb%202022_National%20Outlook_Final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/rwanda/rwanda-update-food-security-drivers-december-2021-february-2022-issue-no-60
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Country Updates

The national average price of staple cereals exhibited an upward
trend during 2022Q1, with prices above the 5-year average but
below previous year levels. Prices exhibited mixed behaviour
during 2022Q1- stable in some of the markets, slightly
increased/dropped in few locations. This is despite the new
harvests in Central and Eastern Equatoria states, Greater Lakes,
Western Bahr El Ghazal, Warrap, and Upper Nile states (FEWS
NET) entering markets. Throughout 2022Q1, the national
average retail price of white sorghum ranged between 845-874
SSP/3.5kg, 9-18 percent below levels recorded a year ago. There
were however variations across markets, whereas some
recorded sorghum prices as low as 600 SSP/ 3.5kg (in Aweil),
some had as high as 1,400 SSP/ 3.5kg in Malakal over the
period. Similar trends and variations across markets were
observed for maize prices. According to FAO, the preliminary
results from the CFSAM points to increasing staple cereal
(sorghum and maize ) prices observed in the first quarter due to
reduced cereal output in previous season.

Sudan

Prices of basic food items remained high throughout the first

quarter with staple cereals prices hitting all time highs in recent

past, largely attributed to deteriorating macro-economic situation

characterized with high inflation, economic slowdown, and

devaluation of the local currency against the US $. The national

average sorghum price sustained an upward trend hitting all time

high in February, with average price at least 71 percent higher than

previous year levels and over 400 percent higher than five-year

average. In most markets, sorghum prices continued to increase

while decreasing slightly in a few others m-o-m in 2022Q1 due to

improved availability from below average 2021/2022 sorghum

harvests in parts of the country. Wheat price traded at least 800

percent higher than five-year average in most major markets

driven by below average production and rising global wheat prices

besides the macro-economic challenges.

South Sudan

Staple cereals prices followed seasonal patterns

during 2022Q1, rising steadily through March.

The national average price of beans remained

below the five-year average and previous year

levels through 2022Q1. The national average

price of maize recorded steady increase lightly

above the 5-year average and previous year

levels, however significant price variations were

observed across markets, with some markets

such as Masindi registering sharp price spikes in

February through March. According to FEWS NET,

2021 second season harvests ranged between

average to below average with some regions

recording higher deficits than others, underlying

the price variations across markets. The increase

in sorghum prices during 2022Q1 was more

dramatic, driven by much lower than average

seasonal production.

Uganda

Fig.14: Sorghum and maize price trends in South Sudan

Fig. 15: National average sorghum price trends in Sudan 

Fig.16: Staple cereal price trends in Uganda 
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PB_SS_202201.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cb8976en/cb8976en.pdf
The%20latest%20FAO%20crop%20prospect%20and%20food%20situation%20(https:/www.fao.org/3/cb8893en/cb8893en.pdf
https://fews.net/east-africa/uganda/food-security-outlook/february-2022
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Market Functionality Index 

The WFP's Market Functionality Index (MFI),
on a scale of 0 to 10 (the lowest signalling
weak and non-functional market and the
highest a functional market), measures
market maturity and monitors changes in
market functionality over time and informs
market development activities. Recent
assessments in the region show a mix in the
level of market functionality:
- Low market functionality in most of

Somalia, Ethiopia, Sudan, Burundi and
South Sudan

- High market functionality in Uganda,
Djibouti and most of Kenya (except
markets in Turkana County).

- There are pockets of low market
functionality in all the countries in
localized areas.

Highly functional markets potentially favour
cash transfers assistance modality while very
low functional markets are suitable for in-
kind/ or voucher assistance in addition to
market development activities.

Vendors at a market in Raga, South 
Sudan, ©FAO/Swithun Goodbody

Map. 3
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Regionwide: Prices of wheat, vegetable oil and fuel are expected to sustain increasing trends in 2022. Price

levels in the region in 2022 likely to reach the 2008 food price crisis levels- because of convergence of multiple

shocks for the first time- Ukraine crisis; drought; conflict; existing macro-economic changes; after-effects of

COVID-19.

Drought affected areas: food prices are projected to remain high in most drought affected areas in the coming

months, given the expected average to average rains projected in much of the region. Seasonal harvests in July,

although expected to stabilize prices in the short run, will be insufficient to reverse the high food inflation in

these areas

Kenya: The impact of below-average harvests in major maize-producing regions on wholesale pricing was
significant in quarter one. Although on national outlook prices seem moderately stable, food prices in most
ASALs regions adversely affected by drought are likely to remain slightly elevated in the coming months even if
the next season receives adequate rainfall. Maize prices expected to increase seasonally through the lean
season

Uganda: Although October/December harvest were reported to be below average, availability of staple cereals
increased in January due to new harvest entering markets and increased cross border trade which slightly
stabilized prices in January shortly before a steady rise in the subsequent months. Staple cereals prices are
expected to continue rising in the coming months.

Rwanda & Burundi: Food prices are likely to be slightly elevated in the coming months due to rising inflation
and heavy rains experienced in Rwanda during January harvesting season that disrupted harvest and post-
harvest activities. At least over 400 hectares were eroded during the harvesting season and farmers are
counting significant post-harvest loses which may directly have impacts on prices in coming months.

Somalia: The country is worst affected by drought that has now led to four consecutive failed harvests.
Throughout last year, staple cereals trended above the five-year average. Cereal prices are projected to remain
high in coming months and may even surpass the levels reached during the 2016/2017 drought.

Djibouti: Food prices have remained stable in past months due to controlled stable currency and increased
imports boosting availability. If the current macro-economic conditions are sustained, then food prices are
expected to remain stable in the coming months except for wheat, pasta and vegetable oil that will likely
continue to increase.

Ethiopia: Macro economic challenges, armed conflicts and drought have adversely impacted on food prices
stability in the country. With ongoing drought and uncertainty of next rainy season given mixed signals, food
prices are likely to remain elevated in most parts of the country the near future.

Sudan: macro economic challenges including, high inflations rate, devaluation of local currency among others
had adverse impacts on food prices throughout 2021. At the beginning of the new year, food prices remained
high slightly easing in February in a few markets due to new harvests, estimated to be below average. Food
prices in the country are expected to remain high for a while given below average cereal production in the just
concluded 2021/2022 harvests coupled with macro-economic challenges. As witnessed during previous food
and bread riots in cities, increased food prices on the backdrop of scrapped fuel and food subsidies could
potentially deepen disruptions of the economy.

South Sudan: staple food prices remained significantly above the 5-year average levels, despite local currency

exchange gains against the US $. Given the current tight global and regional grain situation compounded by the

lean season (May - Aug), it is likely that food prices will sustain increasing trends in most markets in the country

until the next harvests.

Market and Trade Outlook: April  2022 to June 2022 
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This is a  Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM)  publication of the World Food Programme (WFP) Regional Bureau for 
Eastern Africa in Nairobi (RBN).

For more information, you may contact:

Edith AMONDI edith.amondi@wfp.org
Kennedy NANGA kennedy.nanga@wfp.org
Siddharth KRISHNASWAMY siddharth.krishnaswamy@wfp.org

WFP/Selina Chan

mailto:edith.amondi@wfp.org
mailto:kennedy.nanga@wfp.org
mailto:siddharth.krishnaswamy@wfp.org

