
 

 

 

   REDLAC 
         LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 
         WEEKLY NOTE ON EMERGENCIES 

       

   MAY 25, 2015 - YEAR 8 – VOLUME 405                                                 Prepared by:       
 

FOTO 

Floods  

COLOMBIA 

The number of victims from the 18 May mudslide in the municipality of 
Salgar (Department of Antioquia) has increased to 83 and 48 people 
are injured. More than 25 people are presumed to be missing.  

Search and rescue efforts continue in the affected zone as damage 
assessments get underway.   

Authorities report 782 people affected and 126 homes damaged. Three 
shelters have been opened are hosting 107 people (two in the 
municipality and one in the surrounding area of La Margarita).  

Of the total number of affected people, at least 675 affected people 
have sought refuge in houses of friends and relatives.  

Classes remain cancelled and efforts to clean-up the schools will begin 
soon. There is no date set for the return of classes. Basic services are 
gradually being restored.  

Currently, 75 per cent of the municipality has access to potable water, 
100 per cent has electric energy and 95 per cent has access to gas. 
Authorities continue to distribute humanitarian assistance.  

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 
COLOMBIA: It is estimated that the number of deaths from last week’s mudslide will reach 100. 
Authorities are distributing assistance to people affected and working on cleaning-up impacted areas. 
©BBC. 

Highlights 
 COLOMBIA: At least 782 people are 

affected and 126 home are damaged 
from a mudslide that affected parts of 
the Department of Antioquia. 
 

 PERU: Media sources report that at least 
138,000 families are affected by floods.  
Authorities have declared a state of 
emergency for areas in the Huanuco 
Department. 

 SAINT LUCIA: The country is suffering 
from a prolonged drought. Authorities 
are regulating the use of potable water.  

 

Monitoring 

 
ECUADOR: Alert for 
volcano 

 
SOUTH AMERICA: Alert for 
floods  

 

Weekly stats 

 

782 
People affected by 
floods in Colombia 

 

10,188 
People affected by 
chikungunya in 
Ecuador   

 

Early warning 

    
Select an icon to veiw a specialized site to follow the 

emergencies. 
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Floods (cont…) 

PERU 

Authorities declared a 60-day state of emergency 
for immediate danger for flooding, in populated 
centres of San Pablo and Topa in the district of 
Daniel Alomía Robles (province of Leoncio Prado, 
Huanuco Department).  

The decree states that for the duration of the state 
of emergency  immediate actions should be carried 
out to reduce the existing high risk and 
rehabilitating any areas that could be affected.   

According to media reports, some 138,000 families 
(around 690,000 people) are affected by intense 
rains and floods, mostly in the Department de 
Loreto. 

Source: Government, Andina and La Republica. 

 

Drought 

SAINT LUCIA 

The Government of Saint Lucia declared a national 
state of emergency for an intense drought that is 
drying up the country’s fresh water sources.  

Authorities acted on the suggestions from the 
Water Resources Management Agency, which 
forecasts the drought to continue until August.  

Authorities urge people to avoid wasting potable 
water.   

Prolonged drought is one of the negative impacts 
of climate change, which is increasing with each 
year and affecting Caribbean countries with 
significant damages to agriculture production.  

Source: Prensa Latina. 

 

 

 

Epidemics 

ECUADOR 

The country has registered 10.188 cases of 
chikungunya, mostly in the provinces of 
Esmeraldas and Manabi. 

The Ministry of Public Health is carrying out diverse 
fumigation processes to control mosquitos carrying 
the disease. It is also ramping-up campaigns on the 
importance of eliminating breeding areas. 

Source: Diario El Comercio. 

 

Tornado 

MEXICO 

The Government reports that at least 13 people (10 
adults and three children) died after a tornado hit 
the City of Acuña in the State of Coahuila. 

Authorities also confirmed that at least one minor 
is missing and 88 people were injured.  

The Secretary of Government reports that the 
tornado damaged 750 homes, of which 80 are 
completely destroyed.  

Authorities have opened shelters and donation 
centres to aid the affected people.  

Source: CNN Mexico. 
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