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EAST AFRICA Regional Rain Watch May 3, 2012 
 

Substantial improvement in rainfall after a slow start 
  

 

Rainfall performance has substantially improved in the East 
Africa region in many areas since the beginning of April, despite 
a poor start to the season. The onset of the rains was delayed 
by more than one month in the Belg crop-producing areas of 
Ethiopia, including SNNPR, and the northeastern highlands of 
Tigray and Amhara Regions.  The rains also started late by about 
two weeks in the northeastern pastoral areas of Afar and 
northern zones of Somali region of Ethiopia, and southeastern 
Kenya. The rains have been well above normal in the past two 
dekads of April in all of these areas except for southeastern 
Kenya, where rains continue to be below average (Figure 1).   
Although overall cumulative seasonal rainfall totals are close to 
average (with the exception of southeastern Kenya), the late 
onset of the rains has shortened the growing period for belg 
crops, and a reduced harvest of belg crops is therefore 
anticipated this year. 
 
Rains have also been below average in southwestern Somalia, 
although the onset of rains at the beginning of April was timely 
for this area. The Crop Water Requirement Satisfaction Index 
(WRSI) also shows a delayed start of crop development in some 
of these areas as well as in southeastern Kenya (Figure 2).  
 
Apart from the Belg crop-producing areas of Ethiopia, 
southeastern marginal cropping areas of Kenya, and 
southwestern parts of Somalia, crop production prospects 
remain favorable for the key agricultural areas in the region 
including Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi, if the 
rains continue, without severe flooding incidences (Figure 2). 
 
Heavy and persistent rains have resulted in widespread floods in 
different parts of the region including in Rwanda, Tanzania, 
Kenya, and Ethiopia (Figure 3). The floods caused human and 
livestock deaths, displacement and property damage (including 
crop losses). The excess rains are expected to lead to increased 
malaria and waterborne diseases. The river level of the Wabe 
Shebele River in Somali Region of Ethiopia is approaching very 
high levels and there were reports of flooding in Gode zone. 
More flooding is expected in these areas and also across the 
border in Somalia along the river.  
 
Additional heavy rains are forecast in the region in the coming week (Figure 4), which are likely to lead to more flooding in 
flood-prone parts of the region (Figure 3). However, according to local meteorology services, although rains began late, 
there is increased likelihood for the rains to cease early/on-time between May and June in the eastern sector of the region.  

Figure 1. Precipitation anomaly: March1-April 30, 

2012          
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Figure 2. East Africa Vegetation Anomaly  
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Figure 3. Basin Excessive Rainfall Map: 30April. 2012          Figure 4. Rainfall forecast 1- 8 May, 2012     
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