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1.0 INTRODUCTION:  

SIAYA district covers an area of 1773 sq.km, of this 1263sq.km is agricultural land and 

253 sq.km is covered by water. The population is estimated at 498,786 persons in 83,131 

households, with an average family size of 6 persons. The rainfall is bimodal with the 

long rains falling between March and June and short rains between September and 

December. Rainfall realized during this year 2005 was fair to good for the long rains but 

inadequate for the short rains. Inadequate moisture were experienced at all stages during 

the short rainy season resulting in up to 80% crop failure in most parts of the district and 

some experiencing total crop failure. 

The district has 4 major agro-ecological zones viz, UM1 (upper midland 1), LM1 (lower 

midland 1) and LM2 (lower midland 2), and LM3 (lower midland 3). 

Agriculture is the mainstay occupation in the district, employing over 80% of the district 

population. The main food crops include maize, beans, sorghum, sweet potatoes, cassava, 

Groundnuts, bananas and cash crops are sugarcane and Coffee. Livestock enterprises 

include indigenous cattle, dairy, goats, sheep and poultry. 

Due to failure of short rains the availability of pasture has been negatively affected 

especially in the divisions of Boro, Karemo, Uranga and Wagai. Livestock condition has 

been fair but is bound to deteriorate if the prevailing whether condition persists. To date 

no livestock deaths has been reported. 

The district has been receiving relief food aid from GOK, totaling 1,245cartons of 

cooking oil, 3,000 bags Maize and 750 bags of beans. These supplies have been irregular 

although the demand for food relief was increasing sharply. 

  

1.2 FOOD SECURITY TRENDS: 

Siaya district has always been food deficient by more than 50% of its annual requirement. 

This has been contributed by poor weather, soil conditions and poor farming practice. 

Poverty level in the district is high ranging between 49% and 78% making people unable 

to bridge the gap in food deficit. 

Due to inadequate rains in the last three seasons (2004-2005), the food situation has 

moved from bad to worse. If the long rains come in adequate quantity, the situation will 

improve by July 2006 when people are expected to harvest their crops. 

 

Factors affecting Food security. 

The following factors are the main contributors of food insecurity in the district. 

• Poor farming practices. 

• Over dependency on rain fed farming  

• HIV-Aids pandemic 

• Chronic poverty 

• Poor infrastructure and lack of markets. 

• Over reliance of maize as stable food 

 

Food aid intervention: IMMEDIATE 

This district will require food aid assistance for the coming six month to cushion them 

during land preparation and planting period before long rains of March to April 2006. All 

the listed locations in 6 divisions are recommended to have food at 20-25% at 50% 

rations. Food for Work (FFW) was also preferred to GFD. 
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DIVISION LOCATION NO. OF PEOPLE 

REQUIRING FOOD 

Boro South Central Alego 

 

(20-25)% 

Karemo East Alego, 

South East Alego 

South Alego 

 

(20-25)% 

Uranga  South West Alego (20-25)% 

Wagai West Gem (15-20)% 

Yala East Gem,  (15-20)% 

Ukwala East Ugenya, N,E. 

Ugenya, North 

Ugenya 

(15-20)% 

 

NON FOOD INTERVENTION: 

 

Livestock: 

There will be need to assist the communities with some pasture seeds and fertilizers to 

assist them re establish their fodder. Feed requirement for the next 6 month to ameliorate 

anticipated deficit are: Hay 147,200 bales, Molasses-40,000 liters, Seed cake 736 tons 

and Bran-2,100 tons. 

Crop production: 

There was 10.000 HHs that was recommended to be supported with seeds before the 

onset of long rains. 

Acres Inputs requirement No House 

holds Maize Sorghum Bean Maize 

Tons 

Sorghum Bean DAP – 50 

kg bags 

CAN – 50 

kg bags 

10000 5000 5000 2500 50 20 75 15000 15000 

 

Water supply: 

Siaya district is endured with seasonal rivers which normally sustain the district 

throughout the year. Drought persistence has made the only source (Abura dam) of water 

for Siaya town very vulnerable. The dam was drying up fast and it was estimated to last 

for only February if the drought continues. Most of seasonal rivers had dried up and 

distances covered were by animals and people had doubled. 

The district proposed another new source called Alwala dam for improvement at cost of 9 

million KES. 
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2.0 DISTRICT FOOD SECURITY SITUATION 

 

2.1 OVERALL FOOD SECURITY SITUATION  

Food is readily available in the local markets though the prices were going up. At farm 

level, families are buying food from the markets but there were few cases where they do 

not have enough money to buy the food. 

The food insecurity situation is ranked medium to moderate and the local administration 

was in favor for FFW and school feeding and possibility for FOOD for School Fees 

programs. 

  

Fodder and pasture situation 

Natural pasture exists in most places in the district. Due to inadequate and poorly 

distributed past short rains season, the pasture availability has gone down. Productivity 

for all existing pastures was below 30%. According to the district team, the feed  

requirements to ameliorate anticipated deficit were, hay 147,200, molasses 200drums, 

Seed cake 736 tons and Bran 2100 tons.. Farmers are using failed crops that have been 

devastated by drought to feed their animals. They also rely on pastures from wetlands and 

are generally walking for slightly longer distances than usual to feed their livestock. 

No mortality of livestock reported so far. However situation is bound to deteriorate in the 

next two months given the predicted hot weather. Livestock products are generally 

available in virtually all markets and eggs from neighboring country have flooded the 

market. 

 

WATER SUPPLY SITUATION  

Water reservoirs normally used for both livestock and domestic are only holding 20% 

their normal volumes. The conditions will deteriorate should drought persist.  

Abura dam that supplies water to Siaya town was estimated to hold a capacity that will 

last for next three weeks if the present drought situation persists. This is the first time its 

showing signs of drying up since 1980. A number of streams have dried up e.g Anduro 

and Wathbar. 

Animals and communities are now walking more than three kilometers to water sources.  

 

 

CROP PRODUCTION AND PRICES. 
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The impact of short rains on crop performance was devastating resulting to over 80% 

crop failure Main staple foods in these areas are maize and beans. Their prices has 

sharply increased particularly maize is now selling at over 1400 per 90kg bag from 1000 

KES, and beans from 3000 KES per 90kg to over 4800 KES.  Prices are expected to 

continue rising in the coming months.  

  

LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION AND PRICES 

There is over supply of livestock in the market as a result of drought and school fees 

payment. This has resulted in price decrease by over and above 30%. This situation may 

persist for the next three months. A bull that was selling at 15,000 KES is now going for 

10,500 KES 

Milk prices has dramatically risen from normal 24 KES per liter to 34 KES a liter due to 

low production occasioned by dry spell. 

COPING MECHANISMS:  Families were forced to skip meals and to sell immature 

bananas to buy cereals. 

People have taken to eat immature cassava which has high cyanide concentration risking 

their lives. They have also started feeding on sweet potatoes two months earlier than 

normal season. 

The extended family support and remittances has also been called in.  

 

HEALTH STATUS/SITUATION OF THE POPULATION 

Information on health was not obtained during the assessment period. During the opening 

remarks by the DC Siaya, he said that there were 39,000 orphans in Primary school and 

4000 in secondary schools due to HIV-AIDS deaths. The figures were expected to be 

higher than above since the under six were not included. 

 

EDUCATION:  

Siaya district has a population of 76,862 primary pupils and 39,882 are orphans. This 

represents 52% of the total .There are also 4,000 orphans in secondary schools those need 

support in food aid and non food aid. 

 Primary schools will have to be supported with SFPs otherwise the absenteeism and 

dropouts will increase. 

There were many children reported to have failed to report to school because of drought 

situation in the district. During our visit to a primary school it was reported that 30 out of 

50 pupils admitted to class one had not reported due to the prevailing drought. 

 

COPING MECHANISM: 

The district was trying to cope with the situation by applying the following coping 

mechanisms: 

• Sale of livestock 

• Burning of charcoal 

• Extended family support 

• Working for paid labor. 
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ON GOING INTERVENTIONS: 

This district is presently food insecure but proper documentations were had to come by. 

The district commissioner was very cooperative and he told the team that the district had 

been receiving erratic food relief from the GOK but with very little impact. 

There was no school feeding program for the district although the district has a very high 

number of orphans. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The district team recommended Food aid as detailed below although the team from 

Nairobi felt that the district can cope with the situation unless the drought persists. Close 

monitoring of the impact of drought situation may be very necessary in the coming 

months to implement this recommendation. 

DIVISION LOCATION NO. OF PEOPLE 

REQUIRING FOOD 

Boro South Central Alego 

 

(20-25)% 

Karemo East Alego, 

South East Alego 

South Alego 

 

(20-25)% 

Uranga  South West Alego (20-25)% 

Wagai West Gem (15-20)% 

Yala East Gem,  (15-20)% 

Ukwala East Ugenya, N,E. 

Ugenya, North 

Ugenya 

(15-20)% 

 

NON FOOD INTERVENTION: 

LIVESTOCK INTERVENTION: 

Purchase and supply of the following livestock feeds were recommended; 

Hay 147,200 bales,  - 5 -  Page 5 1/30/2006Molasses-40,000 liters, Seed cake 736 

tons and Bran-2,100 tons. 

CROP PRODUCTION: 

Seed relief was found to be necessary because it was feared that most of the farmers will 

eat all their seeds. 

Therefore 10.000 HHs  was recommended to be supported with seeds before the onset of 

long rains. 

Acres Inputs requirement No House 

holds Maize Sorghum Bean Maize 

Tons 

Sorghum Bean DAP – 50 

kg bags 

CAN – 50 

kg bags 
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10000 5000 5000 2500 50 20 75 15000 15000 

 

WATER SUPPLY: 

The only source for Siaya town and the surrounding communities was inadequate. The 

dam was drying up fast and it was estimated to last only two weeks if the drought 

persists. Therefore the team recommended an extension of existing water source for 9 

million Kenya shillings.  

 


