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HIGHLIGHTS:   
 CENTRAL AMERICA: MEXICO: Tropical Storm Matthew affected Central America and Mexico. 
 GUATEMALA: The rainy season has left 274 people dead and one billion in losses. 
 BOLIVIA: Nearly 4 million hectares have burned due to wildfires.  
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FLOODS – HEAVY RAINS 
TROPICAL STORM MATTHEW: Tropical Storm 

Matthew formed last week putting Central American 

countries on alert and causing heavy rains and 

flooding in several countries. 

 

NICARAGUA: Mathew made landfall in the North of 

Nicaragua on past Friday. Authorities evacuated 

10,000 people from the Miskito Cays and the North 

Atlantic Autonomous Region (RAAN). One person died 

as a result of the storm and hundreds of families were 

affected (1). 

 

GUATEMALA: The storm affected the departments of 

Petén, Izabal and Suchitepéquez, directly affecting 

5,900 people, and leaving some 1,190 homeless and 

1,585 evacuees (2).  

 

HONDURAS: Some 3,970 people evacuated 

throughout the country; 2,210 were in the 

Department of Cortés, which was the most affected. 

Some 3,410 people were hosted in 20 temporary 

shelters. The Honduran Government has allocated 

$265,000 to respond to the emergency (3). 

 

 
 

Tropical Storm Matthew affected the Department of Cortes in Honduras. Source: 

Honduras Red Cross Society©. 

 

MEXICO: At least 200 families have been affected in 

the State of Oaxaca and 1,000 families in Tabasco, 

630 of them are hosted in temporary shelters. Some 

800 houses were damaged in Chiapas (4). 

Sources: (1) SINAPRED. (2) CONRED, (3) COPECO, (4) La 

Jornada. 

 

Haiti: Since Friday, the Port-au-Prince metropolitan 

area has been affected by rains.   Assessments report 

that approximately 11,000 families require shelter 

assistance, including people living in buildings 

unaffected by the earthquake.  Some 160 camps are 

considered in need after the rains. No large scale food 
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needs or serious logistical issues have been reported. 

Coordination activities between authorities and 

international community have been ongoing to 

provide appropriate assistance. 

Source: UN System 

 

GUATEMALA RAIN: The 2010 winter (rainy) season 

is the worst in Guatemala in the last six decades, 

causing 274 deaths and material losses that exceed 

one billion dollars.  This total includes the impact from 

the eruption of Pacaya volcano and the Tropical Storm 

Agatha (last May) for which the government is 

seeking financing to implement a reconstruction plan. 

Source: Government of Guatemala. 

 

MEXICO HURRICANE KARL: Karl struck the State of 

Veracruz as a category 3 hurricane, leaving a million 

people homeless, 150,000 evacuees and damages 

estimated at $3.9 billion.  A total of 117 municipalities 

(68% of the state territory) were declared an 

emergency.  

Source: Government of Mexico. 

 

WILDFIRES 
BRASIL: Wildfires are affecting the National Park of 

Brasilia, a few kilometres from the Government 

Palace.  The fires are due to the lack of rain in the 

Federal District for more than three months and have 

already affected about 10,000 hectares. Satellite 

images have recorded around 100,000 sources of fire 

during the month of August. 

Source: ANSA. 

 

DROUGHT AND FOOD INSECURITY 
HAITI: The United Nations Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) highlights that despite a 

registered improvement in food production due to 

good climate and food and agriculture aid, current 

production of cereals and grain in Haiti are 9% below 

pre-earthquake levels. 

Source: UN System. 

 

BOLIVIA:  The 2010 drought is the worst that Bolivia 

has seen in last 30 years.  In the last three months, 

there have been more than 47,000 fires causing 

health problems and significant losses in the aviation 

sector. Nearly 4 million hectares have burned and the 

effects of drought and fire are expected to remain 

until December. 

Source: Government of Bolivia. 

 


